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CHAPTER 1

THE PRESENT STUDY

- A, Cage Work with Unmarried Mothers

: A central conecept of case work 1s that of the right of
Eéthe client to make his own declsione and solve his own
jrép:t-ca‘blemec.l As all individuals are not equally capable of
ggmaking deolislons which provide for both thelr own self.
E,develapment and the development of a healthy soclety, the con-
jcept of gself-determination must remain a flexible one for the
protection of the client and the community. When the ollient
‘:tranagresses the morea of his soclety, he must be helped to

| examine and evaluate his preeent position and the possible
attitudes of the community toward his future actlons if he is ﬁ
. not to forfelt his right to self-determination, It 1s the
, cage worker's responsibility to assist the client %o experieneef
éitha fullest measure of self-determlnation by helping him to a ‘
{,ruller realization of self and a greater awareness of the
zgvarlous alternatives possible to him in making a deslslon or
"plan, In case.uoﬁk with unmarried mothers this respensibility
becomes paramount, for the unmarried mother's decision sbout

. her baby has far-reaching psychological and social consequences.

I
| 1 Gordon Hamilton, ag oial Ca
| York, p. 29,
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Case work wlth unmarried mothers has undergone
transitlons through the years in accord with changing emphases |
' in soclal case work practice. In the 1890's mothers and bables ‘\
“ were kept together by wholesale placement of mothers in
} domestlc service positions.2 Even then, the emphasis was wpon
the mother as an individual capable of change and growth, In
- the period between 1910 and 1920 efforts were directed toward
; attempts to standardize methods of treatment, and studles were
: made of large groups of unmarried nothers.a Later, such
. writers as Ruth F, Brennaré and Leontine Yenm,g5 expressed the |
opinlonthat it 1g the more neurotic mother who keeps her child
and that case workers must help free the mother from her |
7; neurotic confliet so that she may give up her child, Treatment
; ig now baed on the belief that unmarried motherhood preéents
a complex social and psychologloal problem that must be under-

" atood in terms of the total life pattern of the individual

unméri'ied mother.

2 Mary Frances Bm.tth *Changing hases in Cage Work
with Unmarried Mothers," w, 15:312, January, 1934,

5 M p.. 313‘
4 Ruth ¥, Brenner, ¥Cagse Work Service for Unmarried

Mothers,” a reprint from Mﬂ-b Pe 8.

) 5 Leont.tne Ioung, "!L'he Unnarr!.ed Hother's Decision
%AboutlierBaby ing logy of *
Kother a repri.nt

! 6 Helene Deutsch, M.D,, The Psychology of Women,:
*701. 2, pe 992, :
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!ho unnarriod nother'a dnoiaion dbout her baby is
considered a reflection of her total personality, and a study
of her decislon may reveal important factors in her personality
which must be oconsidered in case work treatment of the nothor.7
Frequently, the cass worker is called upen to assist the
unmarried mother in formulating or carrying out her plan, and

it iz important that the case worker understand the factors

| whioch enter into the mother's decislon, It is the case worker's

responsibility to provide the best in skill and knowledge when

| helping the unmarried mether to make her decision about the

baby, for the results of that decision will be reflected in the

| hesalth of the ocommunity as the mother and child take their

places in its life, In the case of the unmarried mother who

"daoides to keep hber baby, it is doubly important that her

| plan be one which will provide for ker emotlonal and phyeical
security, because she becomes responsible for the child's
ruture development. The difficultles which occour when an
unmarried mother keeps her baby and the frequent fallure of her

plan to 4o so have been noted by social agencles for some

8
- time. As a result, the neceasslity for further study of those

mothers who keep their babjies has been recognized by soclal

P
workers and by those working in related f1elds.1°

7 Young, gp. Sif., ps 20,
8 Brenner, op. git., p. l.
® Ibid., pe 3.

10 J. Xasanin and 81oglinde Handsohin, "Psychodynamic
Faotors in Illegitimacy," The Americen Journal of
Ortbopsychiatry, 11:66.




The present study is concerned with unmarried mothsrs

. who make non-adoptive plans for their babies, It is foocused

j upon the plan made by the mother for her child, to determine

_ what factors in the mother's life led to the formulation of

, the plan, There are few such studles in the literature,

; although the need for them has been 1ndicated.11 In general,

' the literature in the field isfboused upon the psychodynamic |
faotors in the personality of uniarriea mothers; maternity ;
f home oare; types of case work service; and, recently, work

. Wwith unmarried fathers. Several atudles have been made of the
. plans made by wamarried mothers for their bables, but these

have been more general than the present study, as they 1noluded
12, 13

; adoptive and non-adoptive plans,

G, Soope of the Btudy

_ The cases considered for the study were those in the
f1les of the Children's Aid Assoclation of Boston which were
' closed in the years 1947 and 1948, All oases in which

11 gupra.

) 12 Ruth Rome, "A Method of Predicting the Prdbable
; Disposition of Their’ Children by Bnnarried Mothers,"

M&gﬂ_mul_ifoﬂ Vol. X, pp. 167-20].
13 Anne Duborah.Podalsky

Fniversity Sotocl of Eooiel Work, 1945,

Uhpublished Thaaia Boston‘
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; nonpadnptivel4 plans were worked out for lillegitimate chlldren
were consldered. There were, in-all, thirty-two such cases
closed 1n the two years selected for study. Three of these
. cases Were elimlnated because they involved planning for
~children over one year in age, and it was felt that faotore
in the child's own development would influence the planning,
' One case was eliminated as 1t involved a request for placement
. of an 1llegitimate baby with a serious health problem which
f necessltated convalescent care. One case was eliminated

because the mother requested adoptlon for her baby and made
- plans to keep the bsby only after the child wes found to be
. non--adoptable according to the standards of the agency.

In the total of twenty-seven cases actually used for

?Eths study, one was an adoptlion made through the agency by the
. husband of the child's mother, and three were cases in which
j?adoption by relatives was to be ocarried through later. These
‘fcases were consldered non-adoptivel5 by the writer because
i;thoy were arrangsed gso that the child could remaln 1in the famlly,
%;and the child would remain easily accessible to the mother, %
?i In two cases in whioh the mothers had two 1llegitimate |
» shildren during their contact with the agency, the plan made
' for the first i1llegitimate ohild is the plan considered for

| 14 PFor the purposes of this study, non-adoptive is
derined to Ainclude all cases which do not result in the legal

] release of the child to the agency for adoption by adoptive

ii parents selected by the agenoy.

15 Supra.
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" thig study. The writer felt the plan for the second child

i would be influenced to a large extent by the plan for the

first ohild,
In all cases used in the study the agency placed the

iibaby 1h agency foster homes until the mothers arrived at their

decisions regarding plans for the bables.
The data collected for the study inoclude scolal,
economic, physiocal and psychologleal factors in the lives of

~ the mothers, These factors are discussed as to thelr signl-
' ficance in regard to the plan made by the mother. Pertinent
data with regard to the alleged father were included wherever

such information wag available., The atudy consists of case
summaries, classified according to the type of plan made dy
the mother, discussion and tabulation of signiflicant data.

As the sample was too small for valld conclusions te be based

on statistics, the tabulations in Chapter IV are used to

- 11lustrate certaln trends whish appear significant.

The data used for this study came from the case records
of the Children's Aid Association of Beston, Thesse records '
included the case work contact between the mother and the

: worker, records of the child!s progress in the foster home,

correspondence on the case, and reports of pesychological and
physical tests where these had been made on the mother and




. In order to study the cases selected, a schedule was
5 16

prepared to cover slignificant factors. General information,
| such as age at birth of the child, length of contact with the

" agency and method of application, were included in one section.

EQSooial, economic and emotional factors were gathered for the
;énother and alleged father, A seotion wasg devoted to the type
.éof plan made, and the cases were classifled according to the
;!plan and studled for significant data as outlined in the
;isectien, ®Scope of the Study."
There was considerable variation in the materlal

; - Aincluded in the case studles, but the summarles were planned

to include the data pertinent to the factors outllned above as

Ivall as any other information applicable to the study.

The Children's Ald Asscoclation of Boston accepts for

?‘plaoement the babies of unmarried mothers who need placement
_of their bables while the mothers receive case work help in
éorder to make thelr decislons about their futwures., Bables are
Elaccepted for placement when the mothers have dsclded to keep

» thelr bables and request placement for the babies until plans

; can be made to make homes for the children. The Children's Aid

1
 places the adolescent unmarried mother who 1s in need of a

16 Appendix 1,
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- home and case work help, Unmarried mothers who at intake have
éidsfinitely decided on placement of thelr bables for adoption

, are referred to Chlldren's Friend. If, as a result of case
gfwnrk help the mother makes an adoption declsion about a baby

" in care, the adoption plan is completed by Children's Alid,

jfand case work help to the mother is continued as long as

, necessary. Catholic unmarried mothers are referred to the
1§Gatholic Charitable Bureau except in those cases where inherent .
§§1n the mother's problem is some factor which makes services of
iia non-sectarian agency advisable, Eplscopal chlildren are
&?referred to the Church Home Bociety, Non-resident unmarried E
;gmothérs are accepted or referred to thelr own state or town, %

"according to the case work dlagnosis.




CHAPTER II

THE UNMARRIED PARENT - A GERERAL DISCUSSION

. A General Discusplon of Illegitimacy

Illegitimacy 18 a universally recognized social

1
phenomenon, laws and custom everywhere take it into ascount,

- As 1% varles according to the customs of the country, it can
. be understood only in the light of its soclologiosal framework

. in any glven soclety.

In 1938 approximately 4 per cent of all children born
in the Unlted States were lllegitimate, according to census
rigures.2 It 1s 1likely that this per cent 1s inadequate,
however, as the tendency is for illegitimate blrths to be

; under-registered rather than the reverse.

Illegltimacy has serious soclal consequences for the

! unmarried parents and for the child, The unmarrled mother and :

" her c¢child represent an incomplete famlly not accepiable to the

mores and subject to community stigma and ostracism, The .
mother receives the brunt of soclal displeasure, partly beeauaeé
it is 4ifficult to place the responsibllity on a particular mani
and partly because of our tradition of greater freedom for men |

' Boclal golonceg, Vol. 7

1 F. K Hankins, 'Illagitimaoy, Encyclopedla of the

2 Ruth Shonle Gavan :gg__gmglx p. 353.
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; in sexual relations, In many states the low soclal status of

. the unmarried mother and her child 1s reflected in state laws
: 3
. regarding inheritance,

The unmarried mother is frequently sublected to |
econoric insecurity beocause of lack of support from the fathsr,f

! poor earning ablllty, and social dlisgrace. She may suffer

- severe personal dlisorganizaticn, and her famlly relationships

may become distorted, The child, also, suffers from an incom-~ 3

. plete family constellation and beewmes 1dentified with the

1 motherts dlsgrace., If he 1s not placed for adoption, he may
' be placed in foster homes or with various relatives throughout °

: 4
~his formative years, The insecurlity suffered in his formative:

6
- factors. @Gillen bhas olagsified the factors leading to

: paychological factors in the unmarried parente' personalities
ﬁ which may contribute to lllegitimate pregnancies.

years may result in permanent emotional dlsturbances for the
child,

Illegitingate pregnancy in our culture appears to be :
the result of the interaction of soclologleal and payohologicalé

Jllegitimate parenthood under these headings: the economic,
the soclal, and the personal. The economic and soclial factors
have been studled extensively by soclologlsts, In recent
years, soclal workers and psychiatrigte have explored the

&

S Ibid., pe. 368.
4 John Lewls Glllen, Soclal Pathology, pe. 312, |

5 Ibid., p. 300, f?
6 See Sections B and C of Chapter II, |
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It 1s to be hoped that further study by workers in ths soclal |
. sclence field will result in a more thorough understanding of

.31119g1t1mate parenthood. Such understanding may, 1n tum,
iiresult in prevention of illegitimacy and better methods of
~dealing with unmarried parents when illegitimacy does occur,

| as well as oreate a more healthy community attitude,

| Although 1t is necessary to study all factors contri-
‘butlng to an illegltimate pregnancy, in order to understand
| the reason for it, certain general characteristics in the
personalities of unmarrled mothers have been noted by those
%:uho have made studles of them, In a stud& of one bundred
unmarried mothars,7 Leontine Young found certaln common
@elementa in their backgrounds. None of them had happy healthy °
' relationships with their parents. Most of the girls came from
:?a home dominated by one parent, and the girl was 1ln a continual
| struggle with that parent. All of the girls had trouble in
. thelr relationships with other people. Difficultlies occurred
;:with.both men and women, frequently affeeting thelir work
. adjustment. A tendency toward self-punishment was often mani-
;‘reated. Few of these girls had really cared for or been happy
éwith the fathers of thelr bables.

7_'Persona%1ty_Patterna in Unmarrled_uothers,

T T L. T ML Al U IR LUITTIEEG TR Pl
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Similar problems in the personal relationships of

. unmarried mothers were noted in a study of unmarried mothers

: e
ilmads by Ruth F, Brenner. 8he found that few unmarried mothers

: came from homes in which they received the love and under-
' standing commonly thought of as essential for growth., Many of
 the mothers regarded thelr bables as tools with which they

could defy their parents or as their possessions for whom they
ijcould mske unreal demands from those in the environment., From -
' the sbove characteristics it would seem that the unmarried

' mother is a disturbed girl who brings to the experiences of
E:motherhood unresolved oonflicts from early life experilences.

, Florenoe Clothier expressed the bellef that:

| Illegitimate motherbaod, like all motherhood, has as 1ts

: peychologlcal backgroun& an urge to solve o1& conflicts

; and fulfill deep personality needs, Unmarrlied mother- .
hood in our culture represents & distorted and ;
; unrealistic way out of inner difficulties and is thus

] comparable to neurotic symptoms 03 the one hand and -

: delinquent behavier on the other.

ii Helene Deutsch;o points out that the unmarried mother

i 1s fighting a battle on two fronts. B8She is involved in the

| ast of motherhood which brings to the fore blologlc, psychol-

. oglec and psychopathologic problems, and at the same time 1s

- faced with the problem of soclal prejudice. Any good solutlorn

ﬂ 8 Ruth F, Brenner, Case Work Service for Unmarried
' Mothers, pp. 6-13.

-i! 9 Florence Clothier, *
| Unnarried Motherhood,” Ame LY.
| 13:548, 1943,

| 10 Helene Deutsch, op. glt., Ps 375,

Psychological Implicatil
0y 18 cl: .

ons of
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~to her problem must take into consideration both aspects—-her
F%psychio adjustment and her social adjustment., Both aspects

must be studled by the case worker i1f good case work treatment
. 18 to be effected. '

| The biological difference between man end woman ig
; strikingly demonstrated in the social implicatlon of unmarried
Eéparanthood.n The bilelogic burden is entirely upon the

- unmarried mother, as it is on the marrled mother, and in addi-
:gtion the soclal burden is frequently entirely on the unmarried
'gmother. The father often escapes responslibility for his
1llegitimate child, and the neasems for this are varied. In
H many inatances 1t is the result of the attitude of the

. unmarried mother who does not name the father of her chilld,
. Bhe sometimes becomes indifferent to the father after she

- becomes pregnant or, in some instances, does not know who he

- actually is. Fear of publicity and subsegquent soclal ostraciem.
| prevent her from taking court action against the alleged father:

" An cases where he denles paternity or refuses financial
support. The man's own ghame and fear of possible social
consequences may keep him from acknowledging paternity.

The faot of parenthood often is merely blologlcal for

'} 11 Norman Reider, “The Unmarried Father,® Agerican
‘me 18:236, 1949. ’
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. the rather,lz for he does not become involved 1n the soclal
: act of parenthood in which he would assume partial responsi-
bility for the care and training of the child., He may be
looked upon by the mother and the communlity as a source of

i Tinanclal support for the ohlld, with no legal rights as to
} plane for the childl!s future.

It 1e this tendenoy to loock at the father in terms of
financial support that has in many eases prevented seclal
agencles from obtaining informatlon about unmarried fathsrs |
- which might provide insight into the reason for this illegiti- °
‘%mate fatherhood, The implications of his individuality have I
' not been accepted in the same way as have the differences in |
© unmarried mothers. |
Some studles have been made of unmarried fatie rs who
. have been seen in soclal agencies, and the authors have found
' indications that the psychology of the unmarried father is
 similar to that of the unmarried mother. Norman Reider in his
article on wnmarried fathers — found in their fatherhood "the
1 acting out of an unresolved oedipal situation with all the
~ well-known diverse derivatives.'

A study made by Samuel Futterman and Jean Livermore |

revealed:

12 Clothier, gp. glt., p. 534.

13 Marguerite Marsh, "Attitudes Toward the Ummarried |
} Father as Evidenced in Casework," The Unmarried Father, p. 10,

14 Relder, gp. cit., p. 233.

L T T T L I L T T T T ST T T NI T e S e e s T e Dt D T LTI TR LWL LT Lo emrmmeammerghm e s e e




s « o« the psychology of the putative father 1is
simllar to that of the unmarrled mother., There is
suspicion and dlstrust of the unloving parent of
: the same sex and an impulsive 1dentificatlon with
‘ that paren{ which involves an acting out of oedipal
fantasles.

Farther study of the unmarried father seems essential
. 1f the phenomenon of unmarried parenthood is to be understood
. in all of its ramificatlions., In work with the unmarrled
- father, the case worker has the opportunity to gain knowledge
. and understanding which will further the effectiveness of case

ﬂ work service to unmarried mothers and their children.

] 15 Samuel Futterman and Jean Livermore, "Putative

iiFathers, al o clal Ca rk, 28:678, Hay, 1947,




CHAPTER THREE

THE VARIOUS PLANS MADE BY THE MOTHERS

' A, Private Placement

In seven of the cases studied, the mothers placed their'
‘fbabies privately. In five of these cases, insofar as was
known, the placements were in private boarding homes. The
~ case of Dalsy 1s an example from this group.l

Daley was a twenty-three year old married woman who
agked for placement for her legitimate daughter, flve,
and her 1lllegltimate baby four months old., Her husband
vas a serviceman who was overseas when she had the
illegitimate chlld, Dalsgy was living with a marriled
slgter whose husband was also in the service. As the
glster's husband was returning home, 1t was necessary
for Dalsy to find another place to 1179.

Dalsy had been married at elighteen to a boy with
whom she grew up, She deseribed him as a fine person
but sald he had always been more llke & brother than
a hugband to her. Daisy's father was dead when she
married, and Dalsy and her husband lived with her
mother and two slisters for two years. Their marital
difficulty bege when Dalsy declded they should move

: away. He wlashed to remaln near his famlly, and Dalsy

; gseparated from him for six months, after which he went

; into the service. During the sepa.ra.tion each lived
with his respective family, althou$h they continued to
see each other every night, Dalsy's mother urged her
to get a divorce, but the daughter would not consider
this wntll she beoame involved with the alleged father
of her baby.

: 1 For cases referred to but not quoted directly in
{|th19 chapter, see appendix, pp. 57-67.




The alleged father was a student apprentice in the
factory where Dalay went %o work after her husband
went into the service., Dalsy knew the alleged father
for a year and half before she became pregnant, He
was interested Ain the baby and contridbuted to 1lts
support. Dalsy hoped to marry him when she could get
a divoroce. The alleged father wanted her to keep the
baby, and she sald she would never give it up for

I adoptlon.

i Daisy expressed her ambivalence toward her children

: when the worker suggested that she remain with the
ehildren rather than work, Although she could have
managed financlially on her allotment, plus the alleged
father's contribution, she went to work as a waltrees.
The baby was not placed by the agency untll after
Dalsy had obtained a divorce, This resulted in her
msband's obtaining custody of thelr little girl. The
1llegitimate baby was then placed by the agency and
the worker started to help Dalsy %o plan for the baby.
However, Dalsy broke her sppolntments with the worker,
would not visit the baby, and became involved with
another man, BShe broke with thls man, expressing her
disillusionment with men in general, She recognized
that she could not offer her baby security, but she
refused to oconslider adoption, After the baby had been
in placement for {wenty-one months, Dalsy declded to
move to another state to work, and took thes baby with
her to e placed there. She was an lmmature girl who
seemed uncertain of what she wanted and was not able
to accept help with her problems.

It 1s interesting to note that Dalsy who could have

- remained at home to care for her baby, preferred to place the

e child with a foster mother and return to work, This fact,

L coupled with her failure to visit the child, seems to point to i
~ a lack of real interest on her part in the child's development, '
A disregard by the mother for the needs of the child seems to
%Ibe a common feature in this grouwp of cases. As in Dalay's |
- case, the mothers refused %o give up thelr bables for adoption f

i f

. but were interested in maintaining control of the children

ﬁ without any particular interest in earing for the bables or in
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: for the child's welfare, is seen also 1n her failure to have

?lsatisrying relationghips with other people. All of the mothers

FPR.

Daisy's immaturity, as demonstrated in her podr regard -

in this group had difficulties in their relationships with

-;thsir fanilies or frisnds,

. some bearing on their declsions to keep thelr bables.

history of desertion by the father and neglect by the mother,

These difficulties appear to have

Agnes, the only adolescent in this group, with a family-

: offers an extreme example of a girl who has experilenced

1

' unfavorable interpersonal relationshipa.

Agnes was sixteen when a probation officer asked
the agenoy for foster home placement of Agnes and her
two-week o0ld baby., Her mother had brought Agnes to
court because Agnes was rur around nlghts, and her
mother was unable to control her. A famlly history of
desertion by the father and neglect by the mother
seemed to contribute to Agnes' delinquent behavior,

Agnes's mother had left home at the age of fifteen
and a few months later had gotten married, Agnes was
born within nine months, and her mother was parsaslyzed
for a year after the birth, The father was unfalthful,
and Agnes! mother soon separated from him, eventually

etting a divorce. Although she worked to suppors
es, che seemed to have little affectlion or under-
standing for her, At the time that Agnes was referred
to the agency, her mother was working as a waltress
and living 1n a room with another woman., She had
nothing to offer her daughter and felt the baby was
Agnes! problem.

The agency arranged separate forster home place-
ments for Agnes and the baby. Agnes sald she 4id not
want to give the baby up., 8he stated she would never
narry the alleged father just to glve the baby a name,
She met the alleged father, a marrled man, while
visiting her own father at holiday tlmes., Agnes
appeared indifferent to making plans for elther herself
or the baby, and ran away from the foster home after
three days.

Agnes! mother, who had agreed to assume responsi-
bility for Agnes' board, was uninterested in the
worker'!s attempts $o get Agnes back to the foster home.

18
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Within three months, Agnes had been picked en a
vagrancy charge and commltted to the girle' training
school, She told the worker that she felt her mother
: should take care of her baby and she seemed to want
; her mother to suffer by having full responsibility
i for the baby. Her mother refused to pay for Agnes!
baby but when plans were made to transfer the case to
a public agenoy, the mother took the baby and placed
it privately affer nine months' contact with the
agenocy.

Agnes was an ilmmature, unstable girl unintereated
in, and incapsable of, planning for elither herself or
the baby. Her mother, equally insecure, was indiffer-
ent to Agnes' problems. Agnes' pregnancy seemed to be
part of a rebelllous acting-out stemming from unhappy
chlldhood experiences, and she never regarded the baby
ag a person with needs of its own,

: The factors of insecurity, unhappiness, and conflioct
i with her mother whioh appear tc be lmportant as the causes of

nggnes‘ illegitimate pregnancy algo seem to be factors in her
‘jdecision to keep her baby. 8She shares, with the other mothers
; in this group, a dlsregard for her child's future.

; In one case the mother placed her baby with a friend
} rather than in a private boarding home:

Selma was a thirty-six year 0ld woman who was
referred to the agency by the hosplital where she
applled for prenatal care. The alleged father and
hlg wife had requested that S8elma have an abortlon,
and when they learned that thle was not possible,
they sald that they wished to adopt the baby.

S8elma was a gquiet, withdrawn girl who was
extremely ambivalent in her attitude toward the
: baby, Her baby was placed in one of the agency
! fogter homes while Selma was seen by the worker in
! weekly interviews for a period of two years, but she
wag never able to think clearly in terms of the
| child's future. She declded several times to give the
i child up for adoption only to change her mind, Her
| final plan was to place the chlld with a marrled
\ friend who already had $wo children of her own., Selma
[ intended to remaln in the picture as the chlldts aunt,
‘ The possible complications of such a plan were dlscussed
wilth her, but she felt it was the only way she could
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2{2;}%: a home for the baby and still maintain contaot

Selma appeared to be an immature girl who had been
shy and retiring in her childhood. 8She had a younger
brother who was feeble-minded and she had been sensitive
about his ocondition, Her appearance in high school had
bothered her as she was much taller and fatter than %the
other girls., 8he never went out on dates and had little
soclal 1ife. She desoribed her father, a college
professor, as a shy person but a strict diseiplinarian,
Her mother had been energetic, and ran the family,
Selma's father had dled four years before she became
pregnant, Selma had had a college education and
taught school for several years, but never liked 1t,

She went to work in a factory during the war, and it
was there that she met the alleged father,

The alleged father wag a thirty-six year old
married man with two children. He had never gotten
along well with his wife and said the only reason he
would not obtain a divorce was because both had been
devoted to thes children. He had heen married when he
was twenty, but they had no children for twelve years.
His wife had been perlodiocally unwell with a back
in} « She had expressed an interest in adopting
Selma's baby, but Selma would not agree to this.

The worker saw the alleged father three times at
Belma's request to dlscuss plans for the baby. He
told the worker that he had never felt close to either
of his parentg. He was an only ohild, His mother had
been in poor health since his birth and developed a
hoart condlition when he was in his teens.

He stated that he would never divorce his wife but
that he would marry Belma when his wife dled. He agreed
to pay the baby's board, but did so only a few times.

He had a shaky work history, and his wife's poor hsalth
necessitated continusal medical expense. He was unwilling
to give up hiz relationship with 8elma and felt adoptien
was the best plan for the baby, Both Selma and the
alleged father appeared to be immature people unable to
resolve thelr relationship or agree on a plan for the
ehlld, Although Selma was seen for two years, she was
not able to galin insight about her conflicte,

Although Belma indioated some understanding of her

.ohild's need for family life, her deslre to remain known as
the child's aunt may have been in part a desire to maintain
jsome control of the child without the responsibility for its

. care. In this case, the mother's immaturity prevented her from
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_resolving her relationship with the allsged father, who

L;appeared equally unable to meet his problems realistically.

" Although the worker attempted to help Selma and the alleged
‘father work out a plan for their baby, they were unable to
s;agree, and the final decislon was made by Selma, The mothers
; in the other ocases of thls group also made thelr declslions

' without the active participation of the alleged fathers.

é In only one c¢case was the baby placed in a home known
?to the agenoy:

Janet was twenty-seven when her baby was born,
8he was a college graduate, capable of supporting
hergelf and the chlld, but at first she fell she
wished adoption, 8he was living with her marriled
sister, Her parents, who lived in another state, knew
about her pregnancy and had been sympathetic toward
ber. They had offered to help her financlally until
she could go back to work, All Janet's family were
college graduates. Her father owned a mill, Janet's
mother had been in poor health for some time.

The alleged father, a thirty-four old Marine,
felt adoption was the only plan for the baby, He was
a married man whose wife had two children by a pre-
vious marriage. Janet met him at a dance and knew
him ten months before she learned that he was married.
She was ilnfatuated with him and eould not break off
her relationship with him, They had no educatlional
interest in common as he had had to leave school in
the first year of high school ln order to help support
his sister and two brothers after their mother's death.

As the alleged father had been transferred to
another state befors the baby's birth, he was contacted
through another soclal agenoy for adcptive information,
At first, he denled paternity, but, after a lengthy
correspondence, gave the necessary information.

After the baby was placed by the agency, Janet
asked the worker not to place it for adoptlion for six
months as she wanted to be sure that adoptlon was what

; she really wanted. dJanet went home for several months

" to care for her mother whose health was poor. When she

! returned, she spoke of marrying and keeping her baby.
Her parents talked with the worker because they were
concerned sbout Janet!s indecision wlth regard to a
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permanent plan for the baby. They described Janet as a |



— T e ety i — i e = T T T TG LD oTTaTeen B g &

fine, affeotionate girl who did not have as many boy
friends as her slster, They sald Janet's brother and
slster had urged her to place the baby for adoptlon
but they said Janet could be like the *Rock of
Gibralter® when she made up her mind. Her parents
appsared to have some guilt about Janet's relatlonship
with the alleged father as they had not approved of
him, They felt he was inferlor because he dld not have
& college education. Janet had become secretive about
hor activitlies after they had expressed their feellng
about the alleged father,

Janet's baby was in placement a year, and Janet :
was seen by the worker almost every month, 8he f
remained in oconflict over her declslon and appeared to ‘
be resisting pressure from the family for her to give
up the baby. 8She declided to leave the baby 1ln private
placenent with the foster parents who had had him while
be was in agency ocare. A later contact with Janet by
the agency occurred when the foster parents declded to
adopt Janet's bady. Janet appeared to be an unstable
girl whose decision to keep the baby was in some part
a rebellion against her family's wishes for the baby
to be adopted.

“ The willingness of the foster parents to withdraw

: from the agency and continue to board Janetls child actually

; allowed Janet to postpone making a deoislon at the time the

; cane was closed, Evidently she was later able to resolve her

? conflict over the child and release it for adoption. It is
;;probable that her parents' sympathy and understanding, 1in

ﬁ addition to the foster parents' interest in the child helped

f to reinforce Janet's original desire to release the child for

; adoptlon.

ii Although there were a varlety of factores involved in

; thelr declslions to place their bables privately, the seven :
| mothers in thls group hed certaln features in common. They allg
! were indecisive with regard to the ohild's future. They did :

. not show an understanding of the child's needs, and none

i
i
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- appeared genuinely fond of the children. They showed immaturity

- in their relationships with people in their environment. There

were no indlcatiens that economic considerations were 1mportant:
. factors in the final decislons. In no case did the alleged |
' father actively participate in the plan for the child.

- B. Independent Homeg Made

Eleven of the mothers made plans for independent homes
., for themselves and their bablies., Four mothers planned marriage .

to men other than the alleged fathers, These were men who were
- willing %o provide homes for the children and, in two cases, '
© willing to adopt them. Gladys 1ls representative of one type of -
- mother who married:

#ladys was a well-adjusted glrl who was fond of her
family and told of her close relationshlp with her
slsters. Her family stood behind ber in her declslon
to keep her baby,

The alleged father wae a high school graduate,
regularly employed by an 0ll company. He had known
Gladys for three years, and they had planned to marry.
However, he was dominated by his mother, who told
Gladys that he was too young fto marry and settle down,
Gladys! mother and father tocok the alleged father to
court, and he was ordered to pay her confinement expense
and the baby's board.

Gladys went home to live after her baby was born,

A high school graduate, she worked as a clerk and
appeared to like her job. She visited hsr baby every
week at the agency foster home and talked of possibly
getting married and taking the baby home. She becams
interested in a fellow who belonged to her ochurch; her
family liked him, and he liked her baby when he vislted
it, Gladys deoided to marry him, and he agreed to
adopt her baby. His family accepted the baby and
suggested it be named after a member of the family.

‘ The adoption wag arranged by the agency, and Gladys

: took her baby home, after it had been in placement

’ rine months,
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Gladys wanted to keep her baby from the first, and
married a boy who appeared to want the baby. She’ worked
out some of her amblvalent feellings toward the alleged
father, and made a good adjuatment to her situation.

Acceptance by her family was a factor in Gladys!

;fdeoision to keep ber baby, and such acoeptance occurs as a

g‘fastor In the case of Helen whose situation was somewhat

? dirferent.

Thig twenty-elght year old colored girl came from a
family which had been financlally insecure during most
of bher childhood, They had a long history of contact
with soclal agencles and were somewhat resistant to
them, but Belen formed a good relationshlp with the
worker and utllized case work help in planning for
her baby.

She wag referred to the agency by a maternity
home and was at first very indefinite in her planning.
She had been living with her mother, and they both had
been employed as factory workers, Her father had been
dead for some time and after her older brother's
marrliage, Helen had left high school to go to work,
Her mother knew of her pregnancy and vislted every
week at the maternity home.

Helen hoped her baby would be a hoy, because she
always had wanted to be a boy herself, 8She described
hersgself as a tomboy when young, 8She talked of adoption
for the baby and dlscussed the advantages and dlsadvan-
tages of adoption at great length., After her son was
born, Helen began to talk of keeping him, 8She
initiated paternity proceedings in order to get finan-
c¢lal help so that she mlight keep the baby. B8She wanted
the money pald directly to the agency, lnasmuch &s she
wanted no further contact with the alleged fatler
because he had disappeared after they had had a dis-
cussion ag to vwhethsr they should marry. 8She had gone
with him for five years and had always expected to
marry hlm,

Helen was willing to have the worker contaot the
alleged father to dlscuss board payments for the baby.
The alleged father came to the agency in response to
the wrltten request of the worker, He acknowledged
pateranlty and signed a hoard agreement. He was not
interested in marrying Helen, but expressed concern
for the baby's future. He himself had been an adopted
chlld as his parents haﬂ been divorved when he was an
infant. Ee leamed that he was adopted when he was
rifteen, at uhich time he saw his real rather. He

Ho o
i
|
|

B e e — P e e e e - B S U



e s prertt i el R T

~ extended to include the alleged father. Both Helen and Gladys

hated his father for lettling him be adopted.

The alleged father was seen four times by the worker
and help was given to him te express his own feelings
sbout the baby. He verbalized to the worker that he
had never grown up until this experience and he used
his contact with the worker to help face Some of hls
unresolved feeling about belng an adopted chlld.

Helen's baby was in placement wlth the agency for
a year, during which time Helen visited him regularly.
She came to accept her femininity and teo enjoy express-
ing her motherliness toward her baby. Her family
accepted her baby and enabled her to leave work so that
she could take the baby, pendling her marriage to a man
she met after the baby was born. Thls man was getting
a divorce from his wife, who had had an 1llegltimate
child while he was overseas, Helen brought him to
the offlice to meet the worker. He planned to adopt
Helen's baby after their marriage. Helen's family
ggpqg;gd of thls marrlage and encouraged Helen to keep

r Ve

Both Helen and Gladys utilized the help of the agenecy

to work out their preoblems. In Helen's case, this help was

_ had planned marriage to the alleged fathers of their bables,

- but the fathers refused to marry them. In each case the

alleged father was involved in an unstable famlily relatlionship
which prevented him from assuming his responslbllity toward
the mother and child.

The only case in the study 1n whlch the mother married .

' the alleged father is that of Jane,

e E R o - S

Jane, twenty-nine, came to this country from Canada
vwhen she was twenty. An aunt helped her to come here
and acted as her guardian, Jane lived with the aunt
and worked as & domestic.

An unhappy engagement, which was terminated because
of the fellow's excessive drinking left Jane feeling
bitter and remorseful about men and marriage. When she
met the alleged father of her baby, she felt sorry for
him because hls former wife had deserted him and their
two children. Thelr common experience drew Jane and the
alleged father together, and she gradually came to love




him, When Jane became pregnant, they took out a

marriage llcense, but the allsged father became ill

and was hospitalized for five weeks. The thirty~two

year old veteran guffered from a psychosomatic

stomach disorder which had been recurrent slnce his
dlscharge from the service. This 1llness had prevented
him from holding a steady job, and he worked sporadically
at varlous laboring Jobs.

When Jane was referred to the agency by the maternity
home where she had her baby, she asked for temporary
placement of the haby until she could establish a home,
The alleged father's parents were willing to accept
Jane and the baby, but, as they already had the
alleged father and his two children living with them,
they felt they could not take Jane at that time., The
alleged father and hls mother visited Jane regularly
at the maternlty home.

Jane had been surprised at her pregnancy, as a
year previous to it she had been told by a doctor
that she could not have chlldren. She sald she was
glad she had had a boy, however, as she always had
wanted a boy. Jane responded to the cage worker's
interest 1n her snd was able %o express her ambival-
ence toward marrlage and having a famlly. She was
helped to vislt her own famlly and tell them about
the baby., Thelr acceptance of Jane gave her further
support in working out her conflicts. Part of Jane's
conflict over marriage seemed to relate to her aunt,
with whom she lived, This aunt had had an 111eg1t1mate
child when a girl, When the alleged father of the
aunt's child had refused to marry her, she had given
up the chlld and later married Jane's unole. The
worker halped Jene to see that her aunt's opposition
to Jane's marriage was related to the aunt's own
unresolved conflicts. Eventually the aunt gave
approval for the marrlage.

After her marria;e—to the alleged father, Jane
lived at his parents' home and worked as a domestlic to
supplement her bhusband's irregular earnings. She
brought her lmsgband toc the offlce for an intervlew,
and he saw the worker. He appeared indifferent to the
chlld and engrossed in his own problems, dJane was 5
8t1ll amblvalent about the ohild, although she visited
weekly and pald board regularly., She took the c¢hlld
home with her after he had been in placement fifteen
months, The grandmother cared for the baby while Jane
continued to work.

) Jane continued to see the worker every three weeks
for twenty months, during which time she had many
financial difficulties, Her husband's stomach trouble

; prevented his working, and eventually his referral to :
! a psychiatrist was arranged by the worker. Jahe withdrew
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from the agency when ghe reached an adjustment which
seemed adequate to her situation.

Jane was ambivalent toward marriage and her
child, but had the strength to utilize case work help
and to werk out her problems, Shs was helped to
reeoinize and work out some of the confllots and she
continued to have contact with the agency until she
felt able to separate.

The alleged father in this inegtance was too involved

éjln hls owm problems to take an active part in planning for the

. ehlld, and Jane made the decision to keep the baby. She
\ received the support of his famlly as well as of her own and

. also made use of her case work contaot.

In three cases in this group, the girls were fond of

" their bables and made arrangements se that they could live with

thelr bhables and work to support them. One girl arranged to

* live with an aunt, and one with a girl friend. A third mother
:;obtained a house keeping job at which she was permitted to have

. her baby with her,

Daphne presents a plcture simllar to that of Daisyz

" in her hlstory of disturbed relationships and ambivalence
 foward the child,

This twenty-~-four year o0ld married woman requested
g%acement of her two month o0ld illegitimate daughter.
r hugband had come home from service, and when he

found out about the child, he asgked for a divorece.
She and her husband already had a little boy, two,
and she hoped to reconcile her husbamd to accept the
new baby. Daplne was qulite ambiwvalent about the
beby and could not decide whether to keep it or have
it adopted.

2 See Chapter III, p. 16,




The alleged father &1i4 mot know of the baby's
exlstence. lne had becomé drunk at a christening
party and had bad relations with one of the men.
8he had known this man for about & year. As her
hugbandi had been home on leave a month after the
party, Daphne had been able to tell people that the
baby was his,

When her hmeband left her, Daphne took the
children to her father's home., However, this 414 not
work out well as her father worked nights and slept
days, and he objected to the children's noise. Ehe
desoribed her father as a difficult person to under-
stand, and almost imposslble to get along with.
Dephne's mother had died of heart dlsease when Daphne
was twelve. She, her brother, and two sisters were
ocared for by a paternal aunt. Daphne had repressed
most memories of her mother and spoke of her father
as a stern, unloving person. The general atmosphere
in the home was one of conflict.

Dapbne was married at nineteen. During the first
tiree and one half years, her husband was in the
country only five months., Daphne lived for a time
with her family and then with her bhusband's family.
Her father sald she had lived for a while with a man,
and that she was generally promiscuous.

The worker talked with Daphne's husband. He said
that Daphme wag "like a child." BShe had never taken
care of the children properly, and had left them in
boarding homes. She appeared unable to accept
responsibility. The husband placed the baby untll a
more permanent plan could be worked out, Daphne
visited in the foster home but was very aggressive
toward the foster mother, 8he falled to kesp her

appointments with the worker, After three months, she

sald she and her husband were reconclled and she took
the baby home. Actually, she appeared to have
apbivalent feelings toward the husband and child and
an unregolved conflict with her father,

: Because of her history of marital conflict and unhappy
" bome 1ife, it is dovbtful if Dapime's plan to take her baby
%ihome would prove to be permanent., She appeared too involved

. in the emotlonal conflicts which apparently led to her
éfillegitinata pregnancy to think constructively about her owm

l
; or her ohild's future.
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Ewma 18 another example of a mother who tock her baby
" home without having thought through a plan for i%s future,

i Emma was twenty-one when she was referred by a
i Tamily agenoy for help in plann for her baby. 8he
i came from a poor family background with a history of
neglect. Emma's mother deserted Emma and her glster
when they were very small, The girls had been so
badly neglected that they were under a doctor's care
for a year thereafter., Thelr g:tomal grandmother
i ralsed the girlg after the mother had deserted, The
! mother was known to be promiscuous and was diverced by
! Euma's father, He turned the girls over to his mother,
who was very strist with them,
The grandmother claimed Emma had always been a
stubborn girl, B8he left school after completing the
ninth grade and refused to work, BShe slept all day
| and would run out all night with soldiers and sailors.
: Emma never got along with her younger sister who made
f 1ife mlserable for her by telling storles about her
and interfering when Emma hecame interested in a
fellow who she felt was sbout to propose marriage.
Emma‘'s father and grandmothsr d1d not want her to
return home after she had the baby and they both felt
the baby should be placed for adoption, Emma sald
she wished to keep the baby, but there was some indica~-
tion that her sister, who had vislted her regularly at
the maternity home, had convinced her that she should
keep the baby, _
The alleged father was a married man with three
children. He earned a marginal inocome as a faotory
worker., The worker at the referring agency talked with
him about contributing to Emma's confinement expenses.
Hig wife, who learned about the baby, went to work to
help pay the expenses as she wanted to keep the family
together. Because of the alleged father's 1lllness a j
short time later, this plan breoke down, and his family .
became dependent upon aid from the referring agency. :
The alleged father desoribed Emma as a fundamentally
ood girl and attributed her pregnancy to the unhappy
me life that she had experienced, He geemed to be an
unstable person, unable successfully to meet his family
responslbilitiea.
After the baby was placed by the agency, Emma
dlpappeared, and it was only after several months that ?
she was located living with a friend, Bhe constantly i
| broke her sppoilntments with the worker and gave exouses ’
’ for not paylng the baby's board. She 4ld not visit the
: baby, but inslsted that she wanted to keep 1%t. She
L felt that since she had no famlly who werse interested
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in her she would keep the baby, who would be
interested in her in later ysars, B8She drifted on,
unable to make any plams sad working irregularly,

She sald she was considering marriage, and after a
year took the baby to the spartment whsre she was

" living with a girl friend, 8he had visited the

: baby only once during its placement of a year, and

! dld not want the responsibility of it, but refused to
conslder giving it up.

Emma appeared to be a disturbed glrl whose persdnal
relationships were insecure and superficlal, and who
was inoapable of planning with intelligence for herself
or her baby.

Emma's motivation for keeping her baby was not related
i to any real fondnees for the baby for she did not visit it and °

| sald she wished to keep 1% so that she would have someone
| Anterested in her in later years. Her disregard for the

| immediate econcmic and soolal problems involved in keepling her

" chlld was consistent with ber irresponsible attitude toward
| paying the baby's board and with her irvegular work resord.
In contrast to Imma, Stella, who had an equally

| unhappy family history, was fond of her baby and worked
regularly to support it.

This twenty-four year old colored glrl came from
! & poor family situation which she described with
: bitterness. Her father and mother never got along.
i Stella blamed thls on her mother, who never wanted to
; stay home and oare for the children, but preferred to
; go out to nightolubs. Stella desoribed her father as
a oruel ran, saylng that he would never give the
¢hlldren anything. 8he sald she had nothing but
hatred for him, He was kllled a few years before by
& woman with whom he was living, Stella was ralsed
: by a maternal aunt from the time ghe was fTive years
1 0ld, and said she felt oloser to her aunt and uncle
| than to her mother, Her mother was still living,
| and was employed as a domestic in a hotel in a southern
| state, from which Stella came,

stella came north to work after graduating from
high school, where she took domestie sclence courses.

i



She had been employed cleaning Pullman cars prior to
her pregnancy. She llived with five other girls in an
apartment. B8he 414 not know that the alleged father
wag married at the time they became friends, He was a
twonty-four ysar old sallor stationed in this area,

He signed a statement acknowledging pateraity and oon-
tributed regularly to the baby's board., Although his
wife came here to live, he centinued to see Stella,

When S8tella came to the :%ency from the maternity
home, she stated that she would never give her child
away because her mother had g:.ven her and her brothers
away when they were small, he sald she knew how it
felt to be not wanted. After the baby was placed by
the agency, Stella visited him every week and pald his
board regniarly. For the first year, she saw the
worker at frequent intervals, and her situation
renained relatively unchange&. She enjoyed her work
in a fastory, joined a ohmrch group, and seemed to be
making a gooa adjustment, She was attentive to the
baby, but could see little chance of taking him. 8he
stopped coming to the agenoy for & period of seven
months, although she sent the board money regularly,
The worker's efforte to reach Stella were unsuccessful.
Finally, the worker recelved a letter from Stella
gaying that she was 111 and had been unable o visit
the baby. At the same time, the maternity home, which
had referred Stella to the agency, reported Stella had
been admitted to have her seoond illegitimate baby.
8tella had been afrald to contact her worker for fear
the agency would not oontinue to board the baby.

The alleged father of the twins which Stella had
wag also a sallor who subsequently left town., Stella
wrote him about the ohildren and he gent some money to
help pay for the confinement.

Ag 8tella was determined to kmep the twins as well
as the first baby, she decided to set up a home for
them and oare for them herself, As she had no means of
supporting such a household, the worker agssligted her
in obtalning help from a printe: agency until publie
21d could be obtained. Bhe refused to conslder board-
ing the ohildren or releasing them for adoption, B8he
took her baby out of agency care after three years.

Stella was cooperative with the agency until her
second preganey when she became frightened and worried
about her inabllity to meet her financlal obligations.
She refused to see the worker until the birth of her
twins necessitated a permanent plan for the children.
S8he appeared genuinely fond of the children, and was
determined to keep them., Her decislon to keep the
children seemed to the worker to be related to her
having been rejected by her mother and father., 8Stella
was conscious of the part played by her childhood
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expsriesnces in contributing to her illegltimate
pregnancies and to her declsion to keep the children,
She took ths children with the knowledge that she
would be dependent upon public ald for their support.

Stella's decision to make a home for her bables was related to

kor early life experiences as is true in the case of Emma,

but Stella was able to recognize and accept the necessity for

& plan which would provide securlty for herself and her

. children. Her plan for her first child was directly influenced .

‘by the birth of the twins, but it is prebable, in view of her
original attitude toward the first ohild, that she would have

- worked out a way to keep 1t in any event.

The eleven motlers who made independent homes for their

%:babios appsared to be divided into two general types--girls

© like (Gladys, Helen and Stella who were fond of thelr bables,
~and girls like Emma and Dsphne, who wers ambivalent toward
’;thsir bables. The plans made by the mothers varled, but 1n
?Eseneral, there was more regard for the child's welfare in this

' group than there wag among the mothers who chose private

- placement. The attitudes of their famllles toward the mothers
 influenced the mothers' plans for the bables. None of the
fgnllqgoﬁ fathers participated actively in the formulation of the -

_plans, although in geveral cases the alleged father was still

- in contact with the mother. The mothers appeared to be moti-

wated by emotional rather than goonomic considerations in
. making their plans,

e




8ix mothers returned with their bablies to live with
| thelr famllles. Three of these returned to live with their
‘ paren_ts, and one to live with her brothsr and hls wife.
Victoria 1s an example of a girl who declded to live with her
parents.

Victoria was in the service when she became
pregnant, The alleged father was an officer who had
planned to marry her until he learned she was pregnant,
She had learned from a doctor that she probably never
wuld beoome pregnant and she told the alleged father
this., When she became pregnant, the officer reminded
her of what she had told him and acoussd her of having
relations with other men., Vietoria felt that his
famlly might have influenced him against her after she
had visited thelr home.

The family doctor helped Viotoria go to visit a
brother in another state when she learned she was

: preinant. This was done so that she would not have to
tell her mother, who had high blood pressure, However,
her sister-in-law was ashamed of Vietorlia and did not
want her to stay with them, so Viotoerlia returned to
her parents' home where she had a nervous collapse.
The family were accepting of Victoria's situatlon as
they felt the alleged father had treated her badly.
They urged her to keep the baby, although she had
thought in terms of adoption.

Vietoria was thirty-five when bher baby was borm,
and she asked for placement until she could make a
permanent plan, The baby was born prematurely, and
Vietorlia was in poor health for several months after
its birth, When the baby was placed, Victorla went
to work as a waltresse, She visited %he beby
regularly, but never referred to it by name, always
calling 1{ "baby® and Sit,"

She appeared reluctant to see the worker without
her mother along. Her mother teld the worker that she
di1d not see how any parent could give up a child,
Viectoria held out for adoptlion for some time but she
finally told the worker that she was not well enough
to face the dlesapproval of her famlly if she should
give up the hadby, After the baby had been in placement
with the agenoy eight montha, Vietorlia gave in to
family pressure and decided to tsake the baby home.
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After ghe had made her decision there was a noticeable
igprovement in her heslth and physical appearance.

She was seen almost weekly durlng her yesart!s contact
with the agency, and the worker's relationship was

, that of friendly support and interest as Victorla was
. too dominated by her mother to accept a deeper
relationship,

Vietoria's need for her family's approval of her plan

; led her to take her baby home. Although she appeared ambivalent

l toward her child, she was too immature to defy her family's
wighes and release the child for adoption as she had

. originally planned to do.

’3 A similar situation ocourred in the case of Mildred.

Mildred was nineteen and a Junior in high school
when her baby was born. 8She would take no responsibility
for the baby and was content to let her motler do all

: the planning, Her mother declded to take the baby home

in spite of the rigk of commmity talk., At first it

' appeared that Mildred's father approved of having the

baby in the home, but within a month, her mother asgked

! the agency for placement of the baby, stating that her

‘ husband 4l& not want her taking care of 1t as it took
too much time, They also feared Mildred's younger
slster, six would learn that it wag Mildred's baby.

Milarea appeared indifferent to the baby refusing
to plok 1t up, Her mother saw no reason why Mildred
should talk with the worker, but offered to see the

, worker herself, B8he sald Mlldred always had been
3 Jealous of her younger siater who was born when
; Mildred wag twelve., The mother felt Mlldred had
| always been too dependent, waniing her mother to do
| things for her. However, there seemed to be no
attempt on the mether's part to help Mildred become
| independent., Her mother secemed to have a deep-seated
; rejeoction of Mildred and covered this by over-protection
! and domination of her daughter.
The alleged father, seventeen, was a schoolmate of
Milared's and he denied paternity of the echild. His
, father was an aleoholle, and his mother had worked to
i’ support the family. Hildred's family were loathe to
! take him to court and were willing to pay the child's
i; board, since Mlldred refused to do so,
| 1ldred did not visit the baby while 1t was in
' placement with the agency, and the worker was unable




to appreach her with regard to her plans, inasmuoh as
her mother arranged all meetings sc that she would be
, present, The family oonsidered adoption, but, in the
: meantime, Mildred met and decided to marry a boy who
! had recently been divorced. Hls marriage had been

; forced because the girl was pregnant and he expressed
| an interest in Mildred's baby. Mildred's mother
insisted that Mildred take the baby, although Mildred
did not show any affection for it. The baby had been
in placement eight months when Mildred took 1t home
for her mother to care for untlil she got marrled.

Altbhough Mildred was planning marriage, her plan to
take the baby home was not considered under "independent

. homes made® as she had no real interest in the child, took it
f only at her mother's inslistence, and as she and the baby went
i to live with bher mother at the time the oase was closed, In
; Mildred's case as in that of Victoria, the maternal grand-
mothert's inslstence that the mother keep her baby overruled

any consgideratlions with regard to the mother's wishes, or the
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. baby's welfare,
€5 In one case the mother was dominated by her sister,
; who was & mother-figure to her:

Annette was an immature girl of twenty, dominated
by an older sister who controlled the planning for
the baby., Annette was referred to the agency by a
: maternity bome for help in planning but it became
! apparent in early interviews that Annette's sister
i had planned right along to take the baby. Annette
! asked for placement until her sister could arrange
i to take the baby,
: Annette sald her father dled when she was very
| young, and she remembered little about bim, She had
always felt oloser to her sister than to her mother,
and felt it was easler to confide in her sister,
Annette had other siblings whom eshe mentioned
briefly, but it was obvious that her famlly tle was
to her slster., The sister desorlbed Annette as a
chlld of the menopause--—gpolled, overprotected and
unsophisticated.
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After finishing her Junioer year of high school,
Annette became employed as a2 clerk. The alleged
father, twenty-three, was empleoyed at the same
company, He had talked of marrying Annette until
the baby was born, when he said he ceuld not marry
without love. Annette said she did not know why she
became pregnant and did not appear interested in
contasting the alleged father or continulng the
relationship.
Her slster arranged maternity home care and took
care of paying for the confinement and the baby's
, board, The slster told the worker she would stand in
’ back of Annette in everything and would adopt the baby
i if it were adoptable. Annette planned to go to work
: and to ocontinue living with her sister. The sister
ascompanled Annette to the agency for her interviews,
and although the worker saw Annette alone in order te
dlacuss her problems and plans for the future, Annette
) 8a2ld her sister's plan was what ghe wanted. Although
! the sister had spoken of walting six months to see 1f
i the baby were adoptable, she decided to take the baby
attegbit had been ln placement with the agenoy for a
mont
Annette was in contact with the agency for four
months but was not receptive to case work help as she
wag dominated by her sister,

In those ocages where the relatives of the mothers took
. an actlve part in making the plan, the mothers had llttle

; opportunity to benefit from case work contact. 1In one instance
E the planning was done by the alleged father:

Brenda was in a mental hogpital when her brother

; applied for placement of her baby. Brenda's psychosls

; had been brought on by her illegitimate pregnancy.

: The doctors felt that she was not seriously 1ll, and
that there wag no reasen why she should not be able to
lead a normal life after treatment.

Brenda, thirty, was the only one of eight children
who had not married, Her parents had died within a

: year of each other when Brenda wae seventeen, After

) their deaths, she had tried living with a silster, but

they 414 not get along, s0 she went to llve with a

friend. 8She had felt badly about not beling married

i and her relationship with the alleged father, which

1 was known to her famlly, had been a source of family

f confliet.

; The alleged father, a taxi-driver, had met Brenda
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8lx years before and they had been living together off
and on during the six montha previous to her pregnancy,
He was a married man who wished to get a divorce and
marry Brenda. He talked with the worker about plans
for the baby and asked for foster home placement. He
:ngared fond of the baby and anxious to have it at

0.

Brenda was in treatment whlle placement was belng
worked out, and was too confused to help in the plamning.
There was much conflict between the alleged father and
Brenda's brother which ap?eared to be partly centersd
arcund payment for Brenda's hospitalization. The
alleged father paid the baby's beard while it was in
the agency foster home, visited 1t regularly, and
appearsd devoted to 1t,

When Brenda was discharged from the hospitsal, she
went to live with the alleged father's mother. His
divorce was to go through in six months, after which
they planned to marry. 8She teok the bdﬁy to hils
nother's home after a three month placement. 8She was
seen only a few times by the worker, most of the
contact being with the alleged father, He appeared
to be a rather immature person, but fond of the baby
and unwilling to give 1t uwp., Brenda's i1llness
prevented her from participating in the planning and
there was obvlous conflioct between her family and the
alleged father,

This is the only case in the study 1n which the

;alleged Tather tock an active part in plamning for the beby.
- Ag the mother had little to do with the plan and was dependent

- upon the alleged father and hls mother, this plan was classi-
 ied under "Living With Family®" rather than as an "Independent
| Home Made,"

The six mothers in this group were lmmature girls,

:‘dependsnt upon thelr families. Two of the girls were fond of
thelir bablies, but the rest were not particularly concerned

| with the bsbles' welfare, and allowed thelr families to

iiinrlnenee thelr deciaslons.




D Elacement With Relatives

. who had two illegitimate ohildren during ber contact with the
_ agenoy released the first child to her sister. Thie was done
" as the alleged father of the second child was willing to pro-

In three cases the bables were released to relatives
- with whom the mothers were not living at the time. One chilg,
whose mother was considering adoption, was finally released to

1ts maternal grandparents who planned to adopt it., One mother

; vide a home for the mother and his child but not for the

; mother's first illeglitimate baby. In the third case in this

- group the mother placed her baby with her older slster:

Marthe, thirty-seven, requested placement for her
two month old son until she ocould work out suitable
living arrangements to keep him with her, 8She 414 not
want adoptlon unless there was no other resource. She
bad been living with a niece but felt she could not
keep the baby and work.,

A college graduate, Martha had been working in a
bank when she became pregnant. The alleged father was
also employed at the bank, He was & married man with
geveral grown children. He sent Martha to another
state to have an abortlon but she became frightened
and declded to have the child., The alleged fathsr
paid all of her expenses. He felt adoption was the
best plan, but was reluctant to give the necessary
informatlion to a social agency. Martha 4id not tell
her parents about the baby as they were elderly and
in poor health. She had several brothers and sisters,
whom she told, but she led them to belleve that she
had placed the baby for adeption., She explalned that
she was very surprised when she became pregnant, as
she had had an operation, which, she thought, had
rendered her sterile.

During the five months her baby was in placement
with the agency, Martha remained extremely amblvalent
toward it. She visited the foster home regularly,
but spent most of the visits in discussing her problems
with the foster mother. She spoke of the baby's need
for a father and made numerous attempts to attract a
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hugband, discussing the possibllitlies of various men
with the worker, B8he never really faced the poasibillity
that she might not get married, but continued to say
that things wuld work out. She continued to see the
alleged father who urged her to place the child for
adoption, It was the worker's impresslion that Marthala
desire to keep the baby may have besn related to hexr
deslre to continue her relationship with the alleged

. father,

Martha pralsed the agency and foster home with a
a sweetness which appeared to hide muoh hostility.
She made various soclal overtures to the worker such
as inviting the worker to her apartment for & soclal
visit, and essentlially thelr relationship remained on
& superficlal level. ¥hen Martha revealed any deep
r;:lings to the worker, she would lmmedlately negate
them,

Her attitude toward her famlly dld not appear teo
be elther affectlonate or hostlle. 8She sald she felt
closer to her father than to her mother and commented
on her interest in older men, She indlcated to some
extent that an old er married slster had been something
of a mother figure to her. It was this slster with
whom Martha placed her baby.

. Martha was a disturbed woman wunable to plan for
her childts needs because of her own conflicts. The
worker dliscussed psychlatrlie treatment with Martha,
but she rejected this possibility. 8She continued to
talk in vague and unrealistic terms about marrisge,
but her main interest seemed to be in malntalining a
relationship with the alleged father.

Martha appears to have some features ln common with

+ the mothers who chose private placement for thelr babies. She
f wighed to keep her child bwt dld not appear really fond of it
" or interested in caring for it. Her relationships with people

' ware on an immature level,

The three mothers in this group were motivated in

: their planning largely by emotional considerations although

. the financial situation of one mother was at least partially

: responsible for her declsion.

39
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CHAPTER IV

DISCUSSION OF THEE CASE MATERIAL

This chapter is devoted to the dlscussion and the
'étabulation of significant data obtalned from the case aummariea;
- As the number of cases used for the study was too small to
j;pernit valld conclusions to be drawn on a statistloal basis,
- $he tabulations are included for the purpose of 1lllustrating
"major trends,
" A, General Comments

The length of time the mothers were in contact with

i the agency 1s presented i1n Table I,
TABLE I
LENGTH OF MOTEER'S CONTACT WITH AGENCY

. Length of Plan A Plan B Plan C Plan D
- Contact No. Pet. Ko. Fet. No. Pot. Ro. Pot.
Under six 2 18,1 3 80,0 2 66,7
-~ months
8ix months -
' to one "o 5 42.9 '? 63.7 5 50.0
- 13 months to
two years 4 57,1 1 9.1 1 33,3
Over two yrs. 1 9.1

Total 7 1l00.0 11 100.0 € 00,0 o 100,0
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. The majority, or 57.1 per cent, of the mothers in

:QPlan A were in contact with the agency for a period of thirteen
!;nonths to two years. BSeven, or 63.7 per cent, of the mothers |
; in Plan B made thelr decisions in a period of six months to a
iéyear. One mother was seen for a period of three years a&s she

? had two 1llegitimate children for whom she had to plan, All

' of the mothers who returned to live with their families made

i their decislions in less than a year, with half of them making
the declsions 1ln less than six months, Two, or 66.7 per cent,
of the mothers in Plan D were in contact with the agency for

; less than slx months,

Table II shows the ages of the parents at the time
the child was born,
| TABLE II
PARENTS® AGES AT BIRTH OF CHILD

1. —— —
[ m— |

 Age Mother Pather

: Ro. Pet. No. Pot.
r

. Under 18 1 3.7 1 3.7
| 18-24 18 58,5 5 18,65
, 2630 6 22,2 1 3.7
. Over 30 8 18,5 4 14,8
: Unknown 18 59.2
. Total o7 99.9 27 99.9

; Most of the mothers were between elghteen and twenty-
i four years of age when the bables were born. The one girl

i who wags under eighteen was a disturbed adolescent who was

? involved in dellnquent behavior, It is interesting to note
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| that most of these girls were at the age when 1t is normal, in

our oulture, for a girl to think in terms of establighing a

e

home and ralsing a famlily. Five of the mothers were married
women who were in confllet with their msbands., The ages for
over half of the alleged fathers were unknown.

Tablea III and IV show the education and employment of
the mothers,
TABLE III
EDUCATION OF MOTHERS

Ro. Per cent
Did not graduate
. High Sehool K4 26.9
High SBehocl &raduate ) 33,9
Vocational Training
- after High School S 11,1
College Graduate S 11,1
Unknown 5 18.5
Total 27 99,9
TABLE IV

EMPLOYMENT OF MOTHERS

No. Per cent
Domestic and Factory 11 40,7
Office 7 25,9
Unemployed 7 ’ 25,9
Professional 2 7.4
Total 27 99,9
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school graduates, with seven, a 25,9 per cent, who d1d not

- graduate. Three, or 11,1 per cent, were college graduates.

'The education of five, or 18,5 per oent, was not reported.

employment was closely related to their edusation, Forty and

%Qsevan tenths per cent worked as domestics or factory workers.

As Tables III and IV demonstrate, the mothers!

~One girl who had had a college wducation dlsliked her

_ profession, which was teaching, and ohose to work in & factory.

§§0nly two, or 7.4 per cent, of the mothers were employed in

iiprofessions. Beven, or 25.9 per cent, were not employed durlng .

agenocy contact. Eeveral of the girle left school in order to

; go %o work to belp support their families.

Information as to education and employment of the
alleged fathers was too meager for tabulatlon,

C. Emotionsl Faotorg

Much of the case materiml dealt directly with the

- mothers! emotlonal situations---that is, their inter-personal

relationships and thelr reactlons to thelr pregnancles. The

. mothers' comments on their relstionships and the workers!

observatlons are subjectlive and cannot be considered conclusive '

in view of the limited number of cases used for the study. g

However, certaln trends seem worth reviewing., Tables V and
VI present the family situation of the mothers and the alleged
fathers at the time the child was born.
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TABLE V
FAMILY SITUATION OF MOTEER AT BIRTH OF CHILD

Plan A Plan B Plan C Plan D
No. Pot. No. Pot. No. Pot, No. Pot.
f Famlly broken
' by death,
- divores or ' x ;
degertion 4 57.1 |8 54.6 3, 50.0
| Family living -
. together 3 42,9 |5 45,4 S 50,0 |2 6647
QQUnknown 1l 33.5
Totel . . 7. 100,0 11 100.0 6 100.0 S - 100.0

TABIE VI
FAMILY SITUATION OF ALLEGED FATHER AT BIRTH OF CHILD

Plan A Plan B Plan C Plan D
No. Pot. KNo. Pot. No. Pot. FNo. Pot.
+ Famlly broken
- by death,
divorce or
desertion 2 28,8 3 27,9 |3 50.0
" Family living
© together 1 14,3 {O 27.9 |1 16.7 1 33,3
Unknowm 4 57,1 |5 45.4 |2 33.3 |2 66,7

Total 7 100,0 11 100.0 6 100,0 3 100.0
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There was a large percentage of famllies of both
 unmarried mothers and alleged fathers whioh had been broken by
- death, desertion or divorce. Under plans A, B and C half or
. more of the mothers' families had been broken, The status of
. & large percentage of the fathere'! families under each plan
' was unknown, while in onrly one case was the status of a motherts
;Iranily unknown, g
Attitudes of the families toward the mothers are shown
" in Table VII,
TABLE VII
ATTITUDE OF MATERNAL FAMILY TOWARD MOTHER

Plan A Plan B Plan C Plan D
No. Pot, Ro, Pot. Ko, Pot. No. Poct.
. Dominating 2 28,6 2 18,2 4 66,6
. Other Diffi- '
' oulties 2 28,8 o1 g.1 2 OB S
. Understand-
. ing 1 14,2 1] 45.4 l 33.3
: Unknown ) 2 66,6
' ReJecting 2 28.6 3 27.3
Total 7 100,0 11 100,0 8 99,9 s 99,9

| Plan B was the only plan in which the families of the
. mothere were predominantly understanding. Five, or 45,4 per
. cent, of the families in Plan B were understanding, Domination :
5 by one or both parents appeared in six oases, while one girl
: wag dominated by a sister and another girl by an aunt, Five
éigirls wore dominated by thsir mothers and one by her father.
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- In five instances the families were rejecting of the girls,

These factors were distributed widely throughout the plans,
In five oases there was some other form of family difficulty.

- In two familles, one parent was aleoholic, BSeveral girls

:‘ appeared to be inveolved in some unresolved conflict with thelr

families, but the nature of the econflict was undetermined, In
. two cmgses the attitude of the family toward the mother was
unknewn, In general, it could be said that the mothers'

relationships with their familles were not normal or healthy.
The fathers' relationships to their families are showmn

" in Table VIII.

TABLE VIII
FATHER*S RELATIONSHIP TO HIS FAMILY AT BIRTH OF CHILD

I

Plan A Plan B Plan C Plan D
ﬂo. Pot. !o. Peto Neo. Pcto No. Pot.
" Unknown 3 42,9 5  45.4 4 66,68 1 33,3
. Al, fe.
married 4 57.1 S 27.9 1 33.3
3 Alo fa. dom-
 1nated by
- parents 2 18,2 1 16.7 1 33.3
Al, fa, divorced
' O Separ-
ated o 9.0 1 16.7
Total 7 100.,0 11 99,9 6 100,0 3 99,9

|
L

O P
1

In over thirty per cent of the ocases the father's
relationship to his family was unknown. In four cases the
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irathor appeared to be dominated by his family, Under Plan A,
@rour, or 67,1 per cent, of the fathers wers married, and in
ﬁPlan B, three, or 27,3 per cent, were married. Altogether
-elght of the alleged fathers were married, and four were

- divorced or separated., Their illlegitimate parenthood might
fiull be consldered a symptom of marital diffioculties,

f The mothers' attitude toward the alleged fathers varied
- oonaiderably during case work contact, Often the mothers!
;roelings would range from fondness to hostility during their
Joontaot with the agency, making 1t difficult to tabulate the
ireellng with any acouracy. In general, the attitude was
iehnracterized by ambivalence. Amblvalence was shown for the
snothers by the five fathers who were seen in the agenoy.

| Certainly the oircumstances of 1llegitimate parenthood, with
tlts social and psychological implications, would make for
‘ambivalent attitudes on the part of the mothers and fathers.

: The mothers' attitudes toward thelir children are shown
-in Table IX.

“ TABLE IX

ATTITUDE OF MOTHER TO CHILD AFTER BIRTH

Plan A Plan B Plan C Plan D

No. Pet, Ho. Pot. No. Pote. Ho., Peot.
" Fond 8 72,7 2 SBe ¥ 2 66,8
Ambivalent 6 71,4 2 18,2 S 50.0 1 33,3
:Indifferent 1 14,3 1 9.0 1l 16.7
-Hostlle 1l 14,3

. motal 7 100.0 11  99.9 6 100.0 5 99.9




' In Plan A there were no mothers who were fond of thelr
¢hildren, while there were five, or 71.4 per cent, who were

; ambivalent; one, or 14,3 per cent, who was indifferent, and
one, or 14,3 per cent, who was hostile, In Plan B, eight,

. or 72,7 per cent of the mothers were fond of their chlldren,

a decided contrast to Plan A, There were only two, or 18,2
per cent, of the mothers in Plan B who wers amblvalent, and
one who was indifferent. Only one mother in the study was
hoastile toward her child, with the largest number being

' amblvalent or indifferent to the ohild.

' D. Known Factors Influencing Plan

| In most of the cases, there was some comment by the
: worker as to the reason for the plan made by the mother,
Naturally, all the fastors discuesed above had some bearing
. on the plans, and must be considered in discussing them.

; However, the known factors could be grouped as shown in

' Table X.
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KNOWN FACTORS INFLUENCING PLAN

Plan A Plan B Plan € Plan D
No. Pot. No. Pet. No, Pot. No. Pot,
i Mother in
; neurotic oon-
- fliot over '
decision 5 71.4 3 27.3 1l 16,7 1l 33.8

- Mother married
i and established

Fanily encouraged
- mother to keep

baby 1 9,0 3 50,0
* Ot her

factors 2 28,6 3 27.3 2  33.3 2 66,6
Total 7 100.0 11  100.0 6 100.0 3 99.9

Reurotic conflict over the decision was the strongest
factor in Plan A, involving five, or 71.4 per cent of the
linothers. Only four girls in the study married and established
thamgs, and these comprised 36.4 per cent of the cases in

: Plan B, Half of the girls in Plan C were encouraged by their
i‘ramilies to keep their bables. Thls family approval often
garo support to the girl's own desire to kesp her baby. Under

eaoh of the plans thers were other factors which seemed
!1mportant. Two mothers were influenced in their planning by
L;the birth of a second illegitimate ohild, which necessitated
?;naking plans for two children, One solved her problem by

‘getting Aid to DQpendant dhildron, and thereby eutabliahing a
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~ home for the children. The other mother released the first
- ohild to her sister end kept the second child in a home maln-

f tained by the alleged father., Theme two cases were the only

f ones in the study in which economic conslderations were glven

. particular attention in the formulation of the plans, One

¥ married woman was afrald to release her child for adoptiloen

| beoause she 41d not want her husband to find out that the ohild
ﬁ vas illegltimate. The maternal grandparents' desire for a son

i influenced one mother to give the child to them. In one case,

; the planning was done largely by the alleged father because

i the mother was in a mental hospltal when the chlld was born.

. This was the only case in which the alleged father participated
' in the plans although five fathers were seen by workers at the
. agency, The placement status of the bables at the time the

i cases were closed by the agency was as follows: fifteen
;iplaeed wlth thelr mothers; slx in private boarding homee; and
f 6lx placed wlth maternal relatives.,



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Twenty-seven cases from the files of the Children's
Ald Agsoclation of Boston were selected for a study of factors
in the lives of ummarried mothers which caused the mothers to
make non-adoptive plans for their bables, The cases were
clagsified according to the type of plan made by the mother
and studied for significant data,

There were four types of plans made by the twenty-geven
mothers inoluded in this study. These plans were private

| placement; placement with relatives; independent homes

established; and living with ramilios. The girls who chose
private placement did not appear fond cof their children and
showed little understanding of their needs, They had poor
relationships with their families., 1In general, there was more
regard for the child!'s welfare among the mothers who made
Aindependent homes for their babies than there was among those
who chose private placement, placement with relatives, or
living with familles., The mothers who returned to live with
their familles seemed to be immature, dependent, and allowed
thelir famllies to influence their decislon. Emotional congid-
erations sppeared to motivate the mothers who chose %o place
thelr bables with relatives.

Regardless of the plan chosen, there were certain
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factors which appearsd to have significance for the study as a

whole. Many of the mothers csme from homes broken by death,
desertion or dlvorce. The mother's relationships to the
alleged fathers were characterized by ambivalence. The alleged
fathers d41d not participate in the formulation of the plane,
although a number of them contributed financlally to the
ehild's support.

Although keeping the child involved financlal
responsibllity for the mothers, eoonomic factors were not
important in the formulation of the plans,

Although the seclial and psychologlcal factors contri-

| buting to the rornnlatioh of the plans were as various as the

plans themselves, an ilmportant faotor in all cases was the
failure of the mother to have and/or maintain healthy and
gatisfactory interpersonal falaxionships. This finding is
conaistent with the findings made by such writers as Leontine
Young and Ruth Brenner and emphaslzes the necesslity for an
exploration by the case worker of the interpersonal relation-
ships of every unmarried mother as a preliminary step in
agssisting the mother in making a plan which will provide for
her own and her child's needs.

Information concerning the alleged fathers was not
sufficient to provide a bagis for conclusions. Thils study
indicates a need for more extensive information on the subject
of the alleged father before the part he plays in the total
plcture of illegitimate parenthood ean be evaluated.
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More detalled study would be necessary to determine
exactly how the family relationships contributed to the various
plans, and also to determine the relative weight of the various
factors in the final decision., Because of the importance of

é family relationships in the formulation of plans as cpposed to

economlc factors or conslderations with regard to the future
of the ohild, the relative permanence of the plans is open to
gpeculation. It is for this reaser that the writer recommends
that follow-up studles of the mother be made after several
years have elapsed since the last date of the agency contact,
in order to see how the plan is working out.







.. SCHEDULE
1. Mother
| A, General Information
l, Case number
2., Application
a. Appllioant
b. Time of application
3« Length of Contact
4, Age at child!s birth
B. B8ocial Factors
l., Marital status
2. Race
S« FEducation
4, 'chnreh influence
5. Home environment
6. Family Constellation
7. Occupatien
C. Emotional Factors
1, Relationship to famlily growp
2. Relatlonship to alleged father
3. Helatienship %o child
D, Plan Made
1., 1Type
a., Private Placement

b. Independent Home Establisghed

¢, Living with Famlly




d. Other

2., Originsl Plan Carried Out
3. Plan Changed During Contact

| II, Alleged Father

A,

B.

c.

General Information

1. Residence

2., Age

Social Factors

1, Marital Status

2. Race

3+ Eduocation

4, Church Influences

8., Home Environment

6., Occupation

Emotlonal Factors

1, Relationghlp to family group
2. Relatlonship to mother

S Relatlionship to child
Participation in Plan

l. Took part in plan

2., Did not take part in plan




A, Private Flacement
| Additiongl Cage Higtorieg
1. Dorig

| Doris, a twenty-eight year old married woman, was

! separated from her husband when she became 1llegitimately
i pregnant. She was living with her father, mother and

| five year o0ld son. B8he feared that 1f her husband

| learned of her pregnancy he would take their son away

5 from her. BShe requested adoption for the baby as she

! felt she was in no position te care for another child

| and also wanted nothing to stand in the way of her

keeping her legitimate son.

Shs was reslstant to giving the worker any inform-
atlon about herself, 8he sald she had gone to business
school evenings after graduating from high school and
had worked as a gecretary in a large firm, She
expresged a desire for further vocational training in
} order to lmprove her financlal position. 8She d4id not
i diegcuss her relationship with her husband or with the
alleged father, ©8She sald the alleged father was still .
interested in her but was not interested in the chilld.

When the baby, a girl, was born, Dorls began to be
interested in keeping 1t amd asked that it be placed
by the agency until she could work out a plan, She
visited the baby weekly in the foeter hoem, She wus
| quite ambivalent about releasing 1t for adoption.
| 8he feared her husband!e possible retallation if he
; were to learn about the baby. The baby was registered
' a8 legltimate, which meant that the husband would have
1 to slgn the adoptlon papers, and shs refused to ask
him to do this,

Doris broke her appointments with the worker
; consistently and saw the worker only a few times. She
: became very hostile toward social agencles because of
i the adoption procedures. Her contact with the agency

! extended over a period of nine months, but the worker
! never could get a clear plcture of Doris! family or

; marital relationghips. She was reslstant to case work
! help and remained fearful that her husband would learn
! about the baby. She decided to board the baby
privately and took her baby on this basis.




Nanoy regarded placement of her baby as an
in-between step to marriage and tsking the child home,
She congidered adoption out of the question. Although
she could have had a natural abortion during the early
monthe of her pregnancy, she tock treatmente to save
the bady.

A high school graduate, Rancy had taken business
courses and was trained as a boekkeeper. She had done
waltress work during the war years, and at the time of
her pregnancy was living alone in an apartment. Bhe
had saved money to pay for her confinement expenses
and was quite independent in making her plans.

Her parents and an older brother lived some
distance away. HRancy had let them belleve she vwas
married, B8he never visited her home and sald her
Temlly were not interested in her. 8hs was thirty
when she applled to the agency., At this time she
stated that when she was born her parents had been in
thelr fortles. She had always felt more congenlal
toward her father than toward her msother and commented
that the alleged father was very like her father and
she felt that was why she was attracted to him.

The alleged father, a man thirty-two, was in the
process of getting a divoree from his wife when he
came to the office at the worker's request to dliscuss
the baby's board payment., Hs was a boylsh appearing
fellow whe appeared embarrassed and on the defenalve.,
He stated that he bad never lived with his wife .
because they had been married Just before he went into
the gervice., She was a girl he had known for years,
and his mother had encouraged the marriage. He was an
only child and could not remember his father, who dled
when the alleged father was four, He discussed Rancy
as & "queer duck" and sald he felt adoption was the
best plan for the baby. He was willing to pay part of
the baby's board, but was unwilling to assume
responsibilities of marriage. He was supporting hle
mother, who lived in another state, and was going to
morticlan's school when he met Nancy.

Fancy obtained a job as a practical nurse after the
baby was placed by the agenoy. BShe and the alleged
father visited the child every two weeks., The alleged
father was seen in only one interview, but Hancy was
seen once a month, Although the alleged father appeared
to be jealous of the baby and continued to suggest
a.dugtion for it, Nancy was unwilling to givo up the baby
or to break her relationship with the alleged father,
She appeared to be an immature person, unable to galn
much insight into her problems. After two years she
took the baby to board it privately, pending her
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marriage., A brief contact one year later revealed that
Nancy and the alleged father had married, but had not
taken the baby, who wag etill in private placement,

S. @Gertrude

Gertrude, nineteen, was in confliot with her family
over her plan to keep her baby, Her father dled three
Yoears before her pregnancy, and Gertrude lived with her
mother and her older brother, Both her mother and
brother felt Gertrude should place the baby for adop-
tion, Gertrude told them she would never give the
baby up and that once she sald anything she would stlck
to 1t to the bitter end, 8She felt she would like to
place the baby for about a year until shs could arrange
to have 1t at home,

Gertrude had always felt that her brother was her
mother's favorite, thus resenting him, However,
Gertrude's mother spoke in hostile terms of the
brother, describing him as superficial. He offered no
finaneial help for Gertrude. Her mother felt that
Gertrude would not want to keep the baby if it were a
bey, as Gertrudse had never liked boys. The worker felt
the mother was over-protective of Gertrude, and
influenced by Gertrude's wishes,

The alleged father, a twenty-two year o0ld single
man, was a member of the U,8, Navy. He would not
acknowledge paternity of the baby in a conference with
his chaplain and a legal advisor, but he was wllling
to help Gertrude financlally as he felt sorry for her,
Gertrude argued with him about his denlal of paternity,
and he refused financial help,

Gertrude's mother psald her coafinement expenses
and after the baby, a girl, was bom, Gertrude went to
work to support it. The baby was placed by the agenoy,
and Gertrude visited the baby regularly for the firet
gix months, Her mother and brother accompanied her
and were oritical of the foster home and inconsiderate
with regard to visiting hours.

For a year Gertrude was undecided about her plans
for the baby., 8She d4i1d not keep appointments with the
worker, and her visits to the baby tapered off, Much
of her feeling about her situation seemed to be
directed toward her relationship with her mother. She
felt her mother had been too striot with her and that
her pregnancy had been the result of her mother's
attitude., She sald she did not feel responsible for
the baby. She expressed hostility toward her mother
because her mother had to work and could not care for
the baby at home. B8he took her baby after twenty-two
months to place it privately wlth the hope that she
might be able to have it home some day.
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Gertrude’s plan for her baby seemed to be related
directly to her conflict with her mothsr. BShe was
uncooperative with the agency, and did not appear to
be interested in her baby after the first six months,
oxcept as a weapon to be used againet har mother,

B. Independent Homes Made

Additl L

l. Gloris

A private physiclan referred Glorla to the agency
for help in planning for her second illegitimate
chlld, @Gloria, twenty-one, had told the physician
she wanted adoption for the chlld ag soon as possible
and that she did not want to see it after birth,

Gloria's first ohild, a girl, thirteen months old,
had been placed with Gloria's sister and brother-in-
law in her home state, Gloria had refusged help from a
gsoclal agency in planning for this child and she
boarded 1t privately in two foster homes before placing
it with ber slster.

An unpleasant family sltuation seems to bave been a
factor contributing to Gloria'e 1lllegitimate pregnancy.
Hor mother dled when Gloria was seven years old. A4n
aunt ralsed Gloria‘'s sister, and Gloria remained at
home wlth her father and four brothers. They were
striot with her, seldom allowing her to go out.

Gloria sald she hated to be tied down and when her
favorite brother came to this state to study, Gloria
came with him, Here she met the father of her first
child and married him, only to discover a few months
later that the ceremony had been faked. It was
revealed that her husband already had a wife and child.
Gloria took this man to court, and he was ordered to
pay toward the support of thoir child.

Gloria's sscond 1llegitimate child, born soon
after her referral to the agency, was a boy. @Gloria
had experlienced the hope that this ohild would be a
girl, fearing that 1f 1t were a boy, it might be llke
the alleged father. Shes desoribed $the alleged father
as an undepenrndable person, who had refused to help her
financially, He was a twenty-six year old undertaker,
geparated from his wife and two children. Gloria sald
his mother had died when he was young, and that he had
been raiged by an aunt. His father and two sigters
were llving, but Gloria knew little regarding his
relationship to them,




o e - o = - IS rmmmTo L mmome ot

After the agency placed her baby, Glorla went to
work in a factory where she earned enough money to
support herself and the child, 8She 4id not visit the
baby in the fester home as she planned an adoption
for it and feared she would grow fond of it if she
vieited 1t in the foster home. She wag seen quite
regularly by the worker for the next nine months,
during whlch tlime she declded to tell her family about
the second chiid, She also msade plans to marry &
young Itallan bullding contractor whom she had recently
met. 8She told him about her children, explaining that
she was divorced from her husband. The youth was
willing to adopt the children after his marriage to
Gloria. At first she was golng to oontinue her plan
to have the boy adopted, but her family and boy friend
encouraged her to keep the baby. As the boy friend's
family opposed the marriage on religious ground, Gloria
and her boy friend took the baby and went to her
father's home where they wers married,

Gloria appeared to be & girl who was falrly
independent in her planning but who responded to
enmotlonal support from her family and boy friend and
;as z:na enabled to keep her baby and establisgh & home

or it.

2. Ellen

Ellen asked for placement of her baby untll she
could work out a plan whereby she could keep 1t.

Ellen was nineteen when her baby was born. She had
left school at the end of her third year in high
school and had since worked in factories and as a
waitress. Her mother and father were separated, but
wore still on friendly terms and both visited Ellen

et the maternity home., Her mothsr had a long court
record for drunkenness and did not help Ellen with her
planning for the baby.

The alleged father, twenty-one, had promised to
help Ellen financially, but backed down when the baby
was born, Ellen took him to court, and he was ordered
to support the child, Ellen had besn golng with him
for three years and had planned on marriage. Hils
fathsr and mother were diverced and both had remarried.
Ellen was friendly with hig mother, who could not
understand why be refused to m Ellen. He pald for
her confinement and paid the baby's board, but refused
to marry Ellen, He felt the baby skould be placed for
adoption. Ellea definitely d41d net want adoption,

She arranged to live with a friend and went to work in
a Tactory. She was fond of the baby, and after the
baby had been in an agency foster home for ten menths,
took the child to the apartment of a glrl friend, a
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young married woman., Ellen was able to live with this

friend who agreed to care for the baby during the day

while Ellen was at work, Ellen sppeared to be & well-

adjusted, imdepéndent girl who showed a lot of affection

ig: :hg baby and who worked out her own plan for keeping
apy.

S SLarol

Carol, twenty, was a stable, intelligent girl with
ability to plan for herself and her baby. BShe had been
in nurse's training when she bevcame pregnant, and was
congldered excellent nursing material, Her famlly were
s%athetie toward Carol but unable to help ber finan-
clally because they were receiv Ald to Dependent
Children. Her father was a cripple, and there were
five siblings, all younger than Carol,

Carocl had known the alleged father for years.

They were menbers of the same church, He was twenty-
one ané employed as a dish-washer., They had talked of
marriage, but when Carol became pregnant, he talked
with his father, who advised him to deny paternity.
Carol asked her minister to talk to the alleged father
about possible financial help. The alleged father
continued to deny pateranity, and Carol 4id not wish
to take him to court. BShe felt he had been influenced
by his femily, who always dominated.

Carol felt she would like to work out a way to keep
the baby. She recognized the child's need for security
and a home and sald that she would consider adoption Af
she could not meke a good plan to keep the baby. Her
father died a month after the baby was born. It had
been her father's wish that she bring the baby home,

Caro) obtained work as a nursemaid and visited her
baby regularly. The baby developed pneumonia while in
placement with the agency, and Carol was concerned and
attentlive to it, When the baby was four months old,

e was placed by Carol with her aunt, who waes able to
give a home to Carel and the baby. Sarol planned to
complete her nurse's training and work to support the
baby. 8She had a sensible apg:oa.ch to her problems and
appeared genuinely fond of the baby. _

4. Mary

Mary csame to the clty to have her baby go that her
family would not know of it. B8he had told her mother
and one sigter of her pregnancy, and they urged her to
place the baby for adoption. 8She was referred to the
agency by a worker at a maternity home a month before
the baby's birth, At that time Mary, thirty-one, saild
she wigshed to keep the baby because she felt she might
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never have another at her + 8Shes sald her owa hope
was to get marrled and if she were not married within
a year she might consider adoption.

Mary was the oldest in a family of four. 8he had
one married brother and two sisters who were single.
Bhe graduated from high schoel but expressed the
feeling that she wag always the slowest in the family
in school. Her father, however, always sald she was
the best, She worked in a sweater concern and lived
at home. The summer previoua to her confinement she
became distressed and went to the west ocoast where che
met a man by whom she beoame pregnant. She did not
tell the worker the reason for her distress and
subsequent trip, but spoke of it in vague terms. She
was equally vague about the alleged father, saying
she knew nothing about him,

After ths birth of hsr son, Mary coantinued to
speak in terms of marriage, although she admitted to
the worker that she knew no men at present. Her
famlly urged her to place the baby for adoption, but
Mary went ahead with foster home placement by the
agency. BShe became very dependent upon the worker
during the time that she was starting back to work,
Bhe visited thse badby regularly and seemed fond of 1it,
She seemed to gain confidence froa her relationship
to the worker and became more declsive in her plamning,
At the end of the year she obtained a positlon as a
hougekseper for a family in the country and took her
baby to live with her.

S. Retgey .

Betsey was a nineteen year old high school
graduate who was living with her parents when she
became pregnant, She was an only child and her
parents were sympathetlic toward her plan to keep the
baby. Betsey seemed to have a good relationship with
her parents who helped her in her planning.

Betsey had planned to marry the alleged father,
and the wedding date had been decided when he sald
thst he Just couldn't go threugh with the marriage,
He had met Betgey at a Bunday School picnic several
years before, and she was very fond of him, His
refusal to marry Betasey seesmed related to his unhsppy
famlly life. His parents had had a forced marriage.
There were six children and much unhapplness in the
family. One of the alleged father's sisters had had
an 1llegitimate child.

Betsey's baby was placed by the agency for ten
monthes, during which perlod Betsey worked in an office
to support it, Her family encouraged her to resume a
normal social life. She was fond of the baby and
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vigited 1t every week. 8he became interested in, and
married, a boy whom she had known for some time. He
and hls famlly knew about the baby, and were willing
to accept it. Betsey decided to have her mother care
for the baby untlil she and her hmeband could get their
ggge established and put through his adoption of the

Yo

Betsey planned from the beginning to keep her baby
and used the support of the oase worker, and her
parents, to resume a normal life until ber marriage
enabled her to plan to take the baby.

C. Living with Family
t Ca ri

1. ghirley

Shirley was thirty-.four when her baby was born.
8he had been separated from her husband for three
years., £She had tried to secure a divorce, but her
hugband had refused to give her one. Hse was a con-
sclentlous objector and had served a year in prison.

He had had en unhappy childhood because of the divorce
and early death of his parents. Although he and
Shirley bhad been married nine years, he did not want
a home or chlldren, but preferred to move about.

Shirley had always wanted a child, and was pleased
about having a baby. She wanted placement by the
agency untll she cculd make a home for 1t. She thought
she might eventually marry the alleged father, although
he was a married man with children. He was a friend of
her brothers, and she was reluctant to give any inform-
ation about him, 8hirley had been living with her
brother, a school princlpal, Hlg wife and child had
not moved to the city, as he had not found a place for
them to live. Shirley sald ber brother had always been
protective of her and had accepted ber pregnancy.
Shirley's father was also & school principal in another
state. 8She described her family as well established in
tgg communlty but 4id not disouss the family relation-
ships,

Shirley's mother came to take Shirley and the baby
home with her. B8he appeared to be domineering and
aggressive toward 8hirley. BShe suggested to the worker
that adoption might Be the best for the baby, but
Shirley would not give up the baby, 8hirley had been
pleased wlth the foster home and cooperated with the
agency but was resigtant to dlscussing her plans which

she worked out independently. She decided not to marry

e g gk A T

64



the alleged father when she took the baby after a six-
month placement. BShe and the baby went to live with
her mother,

2. GClaire

Claire, twenty, was one of meveral children who
became state wards after the death of their mother,
when Claire wae flve. The father was an alcoholice
and not interested in, or capable of, caring for the
children,

Claire left h.‘-.gh school in her thlrd year and had
worked as a nurse's aid for three years before she
became pregnant, She met the alleged father on a
blind date and went with him for three months, He
denled paternity of the child, although he admitted
knowing Clalre, Under pressure from the maternity
bome, Claire tock the case to court but the alleged
father disappeared so no financial help was recelved.

Claire was seen by the worker only four times
while the baby was in the agency foster home., 8She at
first thought she wanted adoptlon, but after having
the badby, she started to plan to keep it, Her brother
and sister-in-law were willing to take her and the
baby home with them, Claire alse had a boy friend
whom she had met after she became pregnant, He and
hig mother visited her regularly in the maternity
home and offered her a home until she could go back
to work, She planned to marry this boy 1n two years
when he finished school.

Claire appeared to be fond of her baby, and after
encouragement from ber famlily and boy friend, she
declded to take the baby to live with her brother and
sister~in-law., Her sigter-in-law would care for the
baby while Claire worked as a nurse's ald, Her baby
had been in placement only a month when Clalre took
1t, oonfident that her plan would work out well.

D. Placement with Relatives
ti ' H b o

1. gusan

Susan applled to the agency for adoption of her
baby., She was a twenty-four year old dietician who had
come from another state after the birth of her baby.
She had left home when she learned she waas pregnant and
had gone to live with an aunt. 8he boarded the baby in
a home seocured through a soolal agency in the atate
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where he was born., 8She visited the baby and was fond
of 1t, but felt adoption was the beat plan for it.
:‘ Her parents knew of her pregnanocy and helped her finan-
clally but made no attempt to influence her decision
! about the baby., When the decision was made for Susan
: to place the baby for adoption, her parents aocompanied
! her to make the placement and appeared loathe to part
vith the baby,
| Susan had an older married sister. She sald her
E parents had always wanted a boy, but had had no other
g children, after the two girls had been born. They

upge reluctant to part with Susan's child, which was

a boy.
] The alleged father was a medical student from a
. well-known family in Susan's home town. She described
i him as & possessive, dominesring fellow. They had
planned on marriage, but when Susan beocame pregnant,
the alleged father joined the service and aeting on
| the advice of his father, denied paternity of the boy.
‘ Within a month after Susan placed the baby with
| the agency, she came in to take the baby, stat that
ber parents wished to adopt it, She sai& she 4id not
mind if her friends learned about the baby, and felt
there would be no problems in the future. She talked
of marrying a fellow whom she had recently met. She
sald she felt her parents should take the baby as they
had always wanted a boy. Her contact with the agency
' was 80 brief 1t was diffioult to determine the reason
i for the plan, but 1t seemed that she wishbed to give her
parentg the son they had always wanted.

2. Eve

' Eve was twenty when her first illegitimate baby

| was born. 8he had been separated from her husband for

| about a year, 8he had been married at eighteen, but
her husband was oruel and shiftless so she left him,

i placing her year old daughter with its paternal

! grandparents, 8She then ocame north, where she worked

i ag a cook wntil she became illegltimately pregnant.

| Eve felt she had been decelved by the alleged

|

|

|

|

|

father who had appeared teo be seriously interested in
her, but who later denled paternity of the ohild, He
wag a sallor who was transferred to another state
before the baby was born,

When the baby was born, 1t was placed by the agency
and Eve returned toc work ag a cook, 8lnce she was
supporting her daughter also, it was impractical for
Eve t0 keep the baby, but she would not consider
adoption. BShe was fond of the baby, visliting regularly.
Her Interest in her daughter seemed to be revived by
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the blrth of the baby, and she had the daughter
brought to her by the paxernal grandmother. 8he
placed her daughter privately.

Working hard, Eve fulfilled her financial obliga-
tions until a goitor condition necessitated bher
hospitallzation, After discharge from the hospital,
ghe was sble to work only part time, and had to obtaln
financlal help from another agency. £She expreased an
interest in marrying agaln, but it was lmpossible for
her teo obtaln a divorce until she bhad lived in the
state for flve years, The man who wished to marry her
was the father of her second 1llegitimate baby, born a
year and a half after the first illegitimate baby.

The alleged father of the second 1llegitimate baby met
her expenses, and set up & home for Eve and his baby.
Eve decided to send her first 1llegitimate baby and
her two year old leglitimate daughter to live with her
sleter, who wag eager to take them as she had no
children of her own. Eve kept the second 1llegitimate
baby as she planned to marry its father. 8She sppeared
to be a maternal perason who was anxious to have her
own home and keep her children with her. Poor hsalth
and her second illeglitimate pregnancy made it finan-
clally impossible to keep her daughter and her first
ilieglitimate son.

Appr

//é ot

Bichard K, Conant

Dean

B



S




f BIBLIOGRAPHY

Bishop, Julia Ann, "Understanding and Helping Unmarried
Parents," are L rica, In

Bulletin, 25:1-7, Maroh, 19486,
Block, Babette, *The Unmarried Mother-Is She Different?®,

The Family, 26:163-169, July, 1946,

Brenner, Ruth F., "Case Work Service for Unmarried Mothers,®
a reprint from The Family, pp. 1-16.

Brisley, Mary 8,, "The Illegitimate Famlly and Speciallzed
Treatment ," The Family, 19:67-76, May, 1938.

_—F-lzg.‘égeedings of the National Conference of Soolal Work,

045,

Clothier, Florence, "Psyoc
Motherhood,"

F §31-549, 1345,

Deutsoch, Helene Wgy_g_f_&m, Vol. II. New York:
Grune and étratton, 1946,

| Drury, Louise, "Mile-Stones in the Approach to Illegitimaoy,"*
| , 6:40-42, April, 1925,

Futterman, Samuel, "Putative Fathers," Journal of Soclal
Cagework, 28:174-178, May, 1947,

bologlcal Implications of Unmarried
L of O3 gychlatry, 13:

Bamilton, Gordon, Theory ] : _
New York: Co ity Prees,

Hankins, F..H.,, "Illegitimacy," Encvclopedia of the Social
Bolencs , #:570-862. ’

Henry, Charlotte, "Objective in Work with Unmarried Mothers,"
The Family, 14:75-78, May, 1933,

chin, 8., "Psychodynamic Factors in
n_Joyrnal of 0 yohlatry, 11:66-84,

Kasanin, J,, and Hands
Illegitim}, * Amorics
1941,

‘Parent-Child Relationghips in Unmarried Parenthood,"

Cavan, Ruth, The Family, New York: Thomas Y. Orowell Company,

Gillen, John Lewls, W. New York: D, Appleton-
Century Company, Inc., 1939,

69



H
|

i
b

'*"A—’-f":'" B e R -l T —
|

\

| Ha.rsh Marguerite, "Common Attitudes Toward the Unmarried
f‘athar 8 The Unmarried Father, two papers and four

! digoussions given at the sessions of the Committee on

! Unmarried Parenthood of the National Conference of

I Soclal Work at Grand Rapids, Michigan, May 29, 50, 1540,

‘Horlook Maud, The Fathe |dre g sdloch
;;.ggingtow U.8, epartment or Labor, hildren'’s Bureau.

| Mathews, Catharine, "Case Work with Unmarried Mothers,"
| The Family, 15:185-190, October, 1932,

| Mothers for Their Babies," an unpublished Thesis, Boston
! University School of s::oial Work, 1945,

' Relder, Norman, *The Unmarried Father," Americsn Journal of
Orthopgychlatry, 18:230-237, 1948,

Rome, Ruth, *A Method of Predicting the Probable Dispositlon
Of Their Children by Unmarried Mothers," Smith College

Studles in Soolal Work, 10:167-201, 1939-40.

Sherry, !‘ranees H., "Taking smes 1n the Unnarried Hother'
Gonrlj.et jerat z 4 ‘ o Ur 16

Sn.tth Mary Frances, "Cha.n ging Emphases in Case Work with
Unmarried Mothors, Mx 15:310-.317, January, 1934.

i Ioung, Leontine 'PersonalitylPattems in Unmarried la!otl:wrs,

| Podoleky, Anne Deborah, "A Btudy of the Plans Made by Unmarried

70



