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Th'e note of V-iq-.torv in th’e hook of •.

'Xha Ghanacster ot* thjs hooh’ of th'e Bible Is s,et forth Ift" its 

opbninK phr^se*^ Apooalyps'e of J'e^eUs Ghrist-,*^ Our‘method of’’ 

dealing with thi,H snhj-^ot. wi.:!! ho as follows: tst-. Thp nature of an 

ApoC’aiyps'©- ^d 1^6'tKbd.g\of^ intorpfetatloh^ ^rd. 'Hte- strtiGfur© and 

contents and 4th-, -‘tk© e:^.pBGtation-s of victory which it lioIds-forth ♦ 

1'. The hhtnfe of ah appOdlyhssv 

fn first chapter-, third 'v-erse^^. and in other pose.aaes ffonr references’ 

in the 2^^* Chapter) ijxe Vzoj’ds of the "bo.ol? -are spdhen -.of pi^ophecy. 

Th'©; Question then natutajTj- Arises whether Ahddaiypsa and prophecy 

are the same, -Scholats to he huite generally agre'ed that they 

are ai-ilce in some Phptieuxars. They both claim’ tp- be a 
»> 

'Communicatien through the Hiv^ine ^pf'ri't of the purnosbs'; witi and 

’Chafhcter-'of Q©d. > Ths^ m’e.tho'd-^ were spmevi^a't th© san}©?^ unless^

"w©^^© A sharpaistinQtlon .and- say that, the visiorp of pod -taEaaiech' 

ptp,,-are ApooaiypSe and -s,o to tie distinguished from kropheoy.

If we allow these points of li‘J<ehess: they-^are sAffi'dien't to explain 

the use--of both terms vlzr apO'calyps© and p.ro’pheey in this IntroductinK 

to th© Book of keyalatioh, * 
But there are mo-r'e dif'^'^rene'es ihhn i4Wnesa©s?*hetweaii 

Apcdhlyp;3-e and Prophecy. Among thbse may be mehtibnod '(1) ^Eh© 

difference in si'tuati-dn and outlook. Vhen. Amps goes' intp TsreSl to 

propheby^ the ’time, is one of pro,spprlty-people arf rich and seif 

^atisfXed and%'©cani3e:'d:^'‘'thofr prosp'eri'ty” tlrey have forgotten God 

and'-are indulging in opnrassioh-, injustice and -Vfic- ednpss' -of various 

Rinds-, and his. message- '*h,5i*or- thrde. transgressions of I'sreat add 

for four f Wil'^ not turn away the punishment thereof’' Amos i?nd chanter 

■Gth vepse'y Th’e chie't; message of ’the early prophets was a message of 

.judgment ^d a calj. to repentance.

iQn the o’ther hand the apocalyptic message Corned in a time of 

oppression^ when I’tr seOm hs if -God had f.ors'aken h-is. people-.



and message is one pf’hd.p© on^ an exHoTtMtioh to pjatiehp© 

endur^ciQ -isitji an- •assurance of find,! fpr the o,^u3e of

tigh-teaus'^ Th.i^ wag the mesoag^ of thp ApoCd.1y^tiG v^rrt.efs' pf .;fh© 

Old Te.gVaineftt and this is the situafion and th-© ©xhpr't;ati-on oX ,th'e 

^dp? of l^e^eiatXd'n..

(<>)-‘The Apocalyptic wfite'r despairs pf the phesen-t v7o-rl'd: ;hls ni§.in 

interests'^are supen^jm^ane.- 'Tfi^is preset wrld th-^ hlngyioni of 
A

Satan^ in' th-e groy/in-g vic^efiness of whieh' 'is the- prdphecy of Go.tXhs- 

iritefventio'n ihp cpmitlpr pf the nej^f jlirusaiern. This duxeiistia'riote 

is abs-ent froiji the e^YTier propehts-j . They l)e-lieved th’ht ■fch'e'appres^iQ^iit 

of' the .'efiemy ws -Goda's \vay of punlshlTix vicaked and that* If the' 

tieople ^^ontd fonsake ‘Oi'^ir -evil ^ays pro'^p^i’it'-- -Would follo^y.^victpry 

■would ho’ th.eira* iSie- note .ot viotory in l?evmati'pn is no-t so muoh 

-a promide- o,f peace •h'efe in the present life as it is the rfiaftyrs 

trihuiatidti and ha'v.e Twaahed -thein. robes and made th©m in theV*» 
blood of the lamb’*'*

Apapaiy'pse rbsts upon unf’^filled prophecy, a^ie predldtions of 

the ohophets in rCfonenCe "to judgr^entS ba^- been fulfilled-:* 

Jemsaieia had b'eeft’destr'Cyed ^phd thp ■hMtiph canr.i’ed away into' 

'captiv.ity< But the o.tfter pr,pdiGti:p'ns p.f th-e- glorious -reign of .-the 

Messiah were vnfulfyT i ed and it whs th^MCsinb of A'pocaijrpse to' 

pncournge the boi!?©- Ohd iaith -Of a futpne fulftltment’> The New 

Testament. Apocalypse has a similar ‘mission. Christ-had said will 

cpme' h^^ain -gnti receive yob nnto my's'eif’t. But coming was-delayed . 

The enemy beems' to be triumph'ipgi The grebt “wo^rld Power has arrayed 

vtse'if against the church*. But. the ApocQiypjlE^ Apocalyptic writer 

beholds thd fulfillment o^ the hroraisev It is the revelation of>
Jesus Christ- -thrOUfrh John to the dhurohes of the Utings' 5^idh miibt 

sho-rtiy obmc to pasS;,



Tn prophecy h chanpce of ot pf OondificsxxU rend.erg the

liVteral fulfillment of' the prophecy vnneoe'^sary^ or

-os ip' the- prophecy of Jonah ncainst NinevaJi» th© re'pen'tanG& o-f 

■N'infevoh turn© Away th© wrath ,of .llod, Mr, .Porter ©nys *»*'':^roth’QO,y Is 

fuifi^iied by p ri^hfeous ah+T M.erciful 'Ood^^ xh'©ther .M'tlc.ip^hod -or-n’otv 

'whether fpr th© ■h^npf^it of JeiyS 4?r of g^nii-l-e^x. ApocajypS.e ^"ees; th© 

hand of God -phS thf? vindid'atfon and ylo^y .of th© s.e^r onjy’ in- 

littera.l correspond ehc.e between perdiOtiohg pnd even't? and Qhiy in th©: 

fall of a ^in-ev4h arid th'© “^lory’ of 2;ipn -and Isreal,”^ Ahoth-ep 

diffepehc© is. that th^, pfo-ph^t s-pealf in his own pam© or wirites ov’er 

His owffi siynhtur©.^ The 'power of his message depends very onaoh upon' 'th© 

persphaiity -of th© inhn,.ApoCalypqe on ths other hand is 'usually 

pS'.etst^epi.^apHlQ • -Th'© w,niter' us'eS -th© ^paa© of some oh© of fitpthority. 

or renown irr the phst ps dhe assumption -of &.ses ortlh© hook

‘S'ecr©t3’^f''^Thhh'K;''W0‘’ln^e^ whiqff^'^e Apo'oerTypTfc
V •*

,us©s ar© hncient traditions* and. writings .which hav;© alre'ady heoom©'- 

a^SQO’iated with the name' A^ioh the whiter-assuines , ‘l5hes© ■oopdid/era^ 

tions vdifch are trpe^O. T- ApocaXypse would T©ad lis hhtupaily to 

doubt th© Johanaine autho^rship of .k§v;alatidp..., But h©aau,se thu© of 

the Oi T., Apoca.lypS© it would not free©©s'arily .pi?oy-© that John did not •<
writ© the bool of i?Q'V-©Ta"tio'hi 'for th© cpnd'i’tions of SUdh Writings 

w'ou-id ’'necessarily bv aff©ct.ed So,me"hh^;^ ahd Gt?'r"espondihgty modified 

by the Christian religion. Tt is not-hc-iiTever oUr' puroose to discuss 

the authorship of th© book further than* to say that there seems to be 

nd siiffiGiept reason- ’^'Or rejecting the ApoSti© John aS th© autho.r of 

the-book .fS^}

The roaterra’l and forin of waiting in the A.po'cal^ypse is 

pe'Quli'ar to itself* The material of Pev. is: largely from the 0\ ‘Test. 

eSipecidlly from,‘S:^aoh and Daniel. 'The materi’al is -given in th© form 

of vision’s of-tiiystie-hl figures -vdiioh are shown tp ihe* iv,r'lter"by ‘an 

ancel or hngels.- Soii?©tlm.©5 the visions hhe from,-ah-‘earthly ©t-ahdpdlnt



sortetimes from a heavenly and ar'ig of ^hingc wh-tgh nnXs^t shortly-C: ‘om.e 
■feo ‘pass .

2. Methods pr int^r^r^tatibnst

already noted the revelations dp n,ot rerer to’ a'd'Vn-jL^ 4i'htant- 

future hut to the -present Of' immhdiat© futi-trej^^li^hol^ t =o;^iift0 ’^uickly^. 

says th’S I»ord-, Or as in 3S©V’» ’ttphe thinjgs, whibh musl shc>ft'l;^'

come to pass^’- HenOe. the hook aandpt hb interpreted as h -pi'Qtuf© of 

the future histo-ry of the ’worlds This exb-ipdes -t^ip »Pu4urist. 

tnterpretht'ioh^'’''

2nd* Xhbther method tn the extemporary hts tpf i&a I. > If is ‘evident 

that some of the figi/res of the hobk are representative df faots 

of history whlah were, doiftpmpb'rary with thb 'vzrltef Thp first

heos'f of ’tlhapfer' 15 ^svith th-s ten .ftoYti^s seven heads and ten orpwnSy 
s

■represents the' Rbmhn powhn* But- this mathod alone wil-1 npf luffiGO

A
(5r The tradltienai^.higtorIwaX. 'This is needed fp.r the inferpretali'on 

of the figures froftt. the- Q,* These figures, had comp tO' havfi' 0pf,t®in 

fixed meanings add' in sfud-ying feeyA We nedd to ■bh'o'W ttrese ffaditibriai 

signif i'dations for -while th© wp^iter mhy haV'e adapted them;-to his o'v?n 

purtJo’se's yet the tradl-'tioUaX meaning wpuld tio d.po'hf retain PDite of 

its influence*.

{•4j} ‘Tfers bueSfion Will aflse' o^; tb^-the irifbrpretatiou ©f the-visions^ 

Were they dc’tual experiencop of thb Avritdt. or vere they simply tt 

■pobtica^ form of rpprepehting th© things wHich the Writd-r wished to 

put h-efOre his r'dacjars’j*’ Th'erA are. spite things which point to the
■in th© C-. T-, and aka in”* in th© fact 

latter s-uph ,e. ns the uSe of th's some figrures as- ws find^that 

the 'visions embody history in' aiieKbrioal form', ta ap’cbuh’t far 'whioh 

ait actual vision ia hot neoe^sary^-*-Modern gphoiarshij^ tpnd-s ^uit,© 

largely to the id^.ea that the ViaiOns are .a poetfo fo,rffl dhd .y©i; ppe 

cahnot gay hut that i.f is th-e Way in which tfie S-pXri'f giVes* his 

messages to men.

J



Another form' of in.terpretatidn is epirituai*' meth-oS of'

Mr, M-iliifeah in th^ Exposetors Bible^ aoodrding-’to is

interpredation represents mt^refy t^e general cdTiflic^t'pf and' 

eyil and the glorious triumph pf righ'iQou^ne,s.s\ 'Ahpordin^ to' lh.is^ 

interpretation th.drs is no reference to dny ^OiUi^Bj^parary hiS'tpryy 

and the “only traditional meahing in the figures us'^ ie the same 

representations:, of ev-i [ und gpod ,

P’ej’haps theonly tru.e tfhtUod of interpr.eta'ticsn w.ouLd he- a 

-GoifiMpation df ^11 df -these-, as xto dhmethod seemS to bring o.u.t- 

hll th-e- truth*

Should' the' latter m&thod'*^used to the exalUsiph o.f the others-' 

the others to the, 'exclusiph of the latter it -would -not sffeot the- 

fhat that 4 fipal v’i-Gtpi’y is -atitipipated ‘for Christ and his faithful, 

fo lidwer3&-

• ^-e'-struc'ture*

The Ghapters iS-S-afe a very defi-nl^te. d'lyis'idh ofnthe book# Th-S^e;^ 

oontalfi the in-troduc.tion- to- the ’whole ^oOk and the^pfiossageS,
. i_ J^Sh* .*to the seven pliurches M- » ^ -

» ,
Ihe Xntr-odua.tion^ poirfcalns- a* statement..Of’ the >ouroe'of the' «

revelation.. It. is the i^evf^tftJon 6f ChriSst. whiph God :gav6 

to him to ficiv^' to. his 'ge,rvhn-ts, Xt seht by -an ‘angel to John and 

by him given tp the Churph- It enboupc-ps thP contents of the book- 
z

Things which mus't shortly dome to' phss^ Xt -giyes -a-domprehensi’a© 

statem'ent of thePlpgiVal doctrine.Christ is rpler, -God is -hiS God 

and father^ He purchased red'emptloti* by his blopd. Be rose'from" the 

dead'i will o.bme -again.., Be t'G^\-^er-Ond authority.

The messages to the seven phurches.y vi&;?t E^e^us-, Smyrna^ 

?ergann4^’’' ihyntira-, Sard'is^ PhXiUd.el'phib'' and .^^ad'didea-^ 

introduced "by descript.i’on 'of Christ 1- also, 

each message oTo^es with' id, Dromise* to hiijr that-oyereomet^ There'’ 

seems to'-be something .of a Qiinfac-tic ur-T’angmUntthC hf^est ti.tXe of



Conieg i&st an,d at’so the hi,Kh'©.-?t T.^w^ird,^ Pa^te'x* X3h'3.«-

Shoiw hot ohi-y a cohhcious artii^tio. purpose-,'-^'ey'sh,o>2 a 
Ijish order* ;of poetio Instinct .and <?h3- 4-^^,2 Wr0’<-pries

o'f sevens th represhetin?^. the judfonent ChYtst upon thp ■^orld-.

^her© dr© two main method^ hy which the plan. hM drder ape 

pis-hovsrea in these phap ©rs^ (i) The Rebapitul'a’t.io n method-^ -whiGh 

was’ taij^h-t hj, ^ugistrne phd otherSv no prOKreSs in the visions of 

snais-, trumpets hhd hn>ls^ ■hn't e'hly repetition undsr vh,pipus forihs^

Latsr sohoian© see in th© seventh of eaoh Series' all that'ows-^ 

The a 01? an th seal ts’ deveipped.- into th© seven trumppts- and the Seventh 

trtimp9t into- iha-shven howl^., The -only dlfflGuTty with the last ^heijid 
i**!? 'i”* • 14-' is 'that' there are aorae interrnp-tions as e-e^-. T -ylO ‘ 'll But.

a very ■plausa'bis eXpfana'-6.iori,of',tj^63e^ Interiru.ptlons -is*..given 

PQPterv ’’ He is writing nior© to e’noQurag^, trup Chris'fiana than to' 

warn hpastates .and sq- ivil) hdf let as^uranoe’and promise wai-t i;ts .^rp-. 

per piae©' when •Jiid.gment Jia^''i'un i^ts -course^ h'nt wi H-antioipate 

deliverdnn© setting li.ght ov.er Against cJark tn his pldtUre though 

darl< must predominnt

' The ©icpeGtatioh of vietory whl-oH' the-ho^h holds- fo.3*thtf

rt .seems hhnost. a hf auTenoraghtiOh to review the 

hopjf in proving that yher©. is "the reatiy dom'-xhant- nOfe., this note 

of- victory 'to. Christ nnd his people^ But ip thus reviewing the-hook 

we^np’t *iniyno.t.©, on 

how much of 'enoouragefneht' there i^ for- the church militant-^

1. W© win not,i-ce f?rs’t the place-which Christ holds in the

hock ¥v ■» ’
thQ faithful, witnsgSv 'this, first horn of

the dead'-, and the rulan of tho kings of* the eafeth.^*' Un'-td ti.lm that 

10.vi?th- us and loO'sed us from oUr- Siiia hy hia 'Biood?^  ---- dio hiii) ha

the glory and doTninioh fpr ever And ‘©ver*?’ r*
• * »»?------- -•^-



In ijie dbsp.rip.tions -of him in bjtis’.. y'e is ■g.oft of'-’GoffV

’The’ H’e^Jn'ninp- .of fhe C^eJation o.f' 0n^‘ someth-ig of ’Hi’s

^rearing ia jndlootod ■1.2'’' But in .;:tha h'eav.-feTTi5f? .^h,Q»©s ^13 exa'i’f^'

f>iao'© -ohd kingly poisrer’ are espfeci^VT’y .manifest’ rioly^
Holy is the I^o.rd the Aimighty who. is 'Oni 'was' aiiU is. to oome.'^ *5 A

5^0rty art th'ou OUh nnci duf. God heQ.eiv.e' thVe gl^ry a^id the

Ttono't -aad th® .powej''.’«- .tl-''-’® n in.'® kingdom Of th® world i® beoome the 

kingdom .of our lord hnd^of his Christ and he-shali reign fofever and 

evey.J^fti hll these ^honus's^ ‘Ohn-ist receives the same praise and' honois 
as frod. Re i'S‘ represented as; the king-, as .judge, he conqxiorer. He is 
the lion of the '■trite of -Jud<ih» The- two. edged- 3wd.i^ e:dfe3 fo'.rth put of 

hi's mo-uth. H.e is thp -greateht of 'kings-^* ’’ ’king of kings and ^fd' pf

.Re stands above' aiT ;^;e Angetlc spirits\;.He- ‘alone ,is. 

worthy- to open the Sehls.- R’e is'-'to' con'^uer the'Rpm^ ’^pird’ ); and' 

.Satrap and to r'e^gn vio.torious'*-'’He is -to jpdge ..pnd -reward- (■22^'^'.')' eyery ' 

jn'an and every nation*

2- All the fa.i’thful. wit' be With Christ -ahd; in hi& 

blesh-ed' and eternal neariiess and fei->owsht''p.* Tp 'him -th'at oer^sonfeth' 

wilV T give to 'ent of the ^free life wh-ich i's rn the ?aradis.e of 

God I wi.1 1 g'ive tpee- c-ro'wn of' l.if’e Hp that •ov.er<?0'm©th

^hall he arrayed in ^hl’t-e.--farments-, ’'a.nd I -Wil' in no- wi0h- blot out 

ftig-riain© out of ths'-'hopy frf life. aiiS t wi 1,1 .Confess, hig. .name-ore
‘y *5 **

The faithful arfe- to ini-e Wit^ Chr-isf- Thi^ is. 

plearly promised in He that overcoiriel^ and -he' that kef^peth

-my works- unto the end to him w'ii ' I giV© autho-l^ify over the, nations- 

and he '^hall rUle them with a rod of' iron.
The vidt.ory with Wh'ich the feirelatidn ^S-^phh-d.erned, 

ia- the viptory^ ist^ of Christ, over' sin through hiS d.path hhd 

glorification hnd ?M, of the Christian o^^ercoming :pf „the .wofl^ 

Worship of the beast^ -and- -thp persoduti.ens' that; bom'e 4p§n him throng



patient Andu-'rance QUd- through faith in Ohri.g.t,- The' heji'eved'

in th© triumphant yindlGh^iiofi of thp -Chhih’Vnn faith hp-th in th©; cage 

of 'individuals v/ho ©ndiTred uhto th.e d'eath, -and' fd^r whioh, wag­

in the powet" of-©viK 'Th© QonviaUon that death ©ould only

btine; the faithful ©out. 'to Its- <3dd and thdt th© future- Qonid only gee 

God and CThfist mMifestiy pnth.rohed oVer the Univ©pse>, our a.uthor held 

with ail -th© ihteng’ity ,pf h-i^ 'heing^ and. -expressgiX^B-11 'the

vari&ty of form'the liter'aturp of hop© f u-rni'^hod-him* 'Ihat 

‘ahrls-l’-s oon'hnes't of '©vil involved th© fai;' ©f -Spme'-^vas not the. 

■epd of th^ ^vil its:©-i:^y hUt thg heg-i ninp- and guafant©© -of -the erid% we, 

may also regard as .s’edure. Tp find, -what the 'Un a lent ov traditional 

meaning of thg-jnyatieal figures w;as is ,a very diffiauj
task, and then to .'disc-over-'Sfe^^tKese mystich'l figures are-‘Used 

th© saige-or-mod if ladti'cns' of the*'trMit’iOn'al'rn'eaifing-, is evermore 

difficult-, hut th© mpAAfe^t purpose of the;hodK ie that--of -©ncsotirage^' ' 

ment.- Th,e church irj the ©^ly-days pas5.ed' through great trisil-s of’ 

persecutions cgid greater pries 'fol*owed .hut for tho's-e wb'o know that 
,. r . .^^inal triuiiph is to comp bn th fpr the. haus.© and f'o'r th ©.-'individual.

patient and. ©ven joyous VenderariCe i© possihie.^ jhi^s- is- .th© geeat 

messuage of th©, hook'»- Victo’r.v Isr ShUre^ he wfidse'name is called 
Wondg'rful-, .CounseloVl- Mlghl;^ God-, Prince ©f ?eao©5- fVhf.las’ting Father-, 

shall get uhfb hinisel^" 'and 'slrall goCilre fbr th© faithful hternhl- glory ♦»
. AQ,innum©r^?t7iJ^,j°P”^*tatyr ©f thos-e vdio- have come up thfbu^ great trials 

ant* trihulations arid washed their rohps and 'dihd e them, white in the 

b'icod of the tam^-r and them -that domo off viol’orious heas-t

•and -f rorii his image arid from .t^ e- nutnher ©f- His namesi s tanding hy the 

s-ea-of glaos, having harc.h of Cod' and they clihg th© -gong of Mos.eg-, 

the’ servant of God and th.© song of t/ie calsh^ Shying-’ Great and 

Marvelous are th^ works .Q. Lord God< th© A Im high ty.-^ fei/^tsous ar^ thy

'ways J thou king of the ages.’’*^



Hatan^ the beastdeath and ar©' alX pitif-tur4£i as 
fifchtirie; aa:ain^t OhMst and 'h,is ChuVeh hnt aII are ov^re.di^i©;,, "Jlie''New S 

Jerusalem descends'' out .of hehvh^ qM thus the end; 'shall peaae arki' 

happihegs for ddd's fhithCtil sfervante.

Works' di^r^^Ul'ted i ,-

Hdstlnga ■Bi’b-Xe feook b'f ‘R^velatipn; and.»
•A'(>Q0a.i.vj»tfco Li-'t.

**
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