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Tne moté of Vigtory in the hook of Revdlatioit.

‘The Character of this hoox of the Bible %3 set forth iw its
opériing phrases M 'The Aéaealypse of Jesus Ghtrist.™ Our mbethod of*
dealifrg with this aubj&Ct. will he as follows: lst. The natuie of an

o
Apocaiypse. And. Metiods. of- intérpretationy %rd, The strugture and
cofitents and 4th. ‘THe expettations of victory which it Rolds Térth.
L. The hatnre of &h appsdiypse -
'Tn first chapter, third wversé, and in other padaages {foyur references’
in the 29 Chdptor) ‘the words of the dook .ard spdken pf &% provhecy.
The auestion then naturally arises whether Apdcalypse end propheey
ore the sdme, Schoiatswsé%m*fa he Quite generally agreed that they
are alike in some payticulans,+(1). They both claim to he a
communication through the Divine Spipit of the purvosbs; will and

‘Character of Ged, (2). The methods wepd somewhat the samey, unless

s A inpmrEy el e e s N pm o TR
"W Take & sherp distingtion .and say that the visioms of God +oeatech

eto . Are Apocaiypse‘and S0 to be distinguished From Proghecy.

If we nltow these points of 1ikehess 'they ‘are sufficient to sxplain

the usé of both terms vizy apdscalvpse ond prophedy in this “introduetinug
to the Book of Revelation.

But there are more Aiffsrsiicés than Jikenessesshetweasn
Apcédlypze and Prophécy. Amorg thise may bhe meﬁtiﬁnsd {1) Ths
difference in situatidn and outlook. Wnan Amos goes’ intg Isreal to
propiredy, the time is ons of prosperity-péople areé rieh and salf
" gatisfied and becaude: of their prosperity ey havé forgotten God
and -are trndulging in epnragsioh, injustice and wic- ednass of various
kindg, and his messape is. M #sr three trapsgresgions of Igreal and
for faur I‘wii§ not turn away thé puniéhment theredf! Amos #nd chapter
Ath verse, e chiok meséfge of ‘the early prophets was & message of
judgment afid 4 ceil) td repentdnce.

On the other hand the apocalvptie megsape comes ir a time of

oppress jon; when it might, seem ds if God had forsaken his peéoples
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end tha méssagé is one of ‘hops end tm exhortatioh id patienhce
endurgnce with an -assurance of final triumph for the cguse of the
rishtedus. This wags the mescagé of the ApoChlyptic writers of the

01d Testomsfit gnd this iz the gitnatidn and the exhortation of the

- W

Béol of Revalation. . .

-
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() The ;Apo?:aiyptib writer degpairs of theé present world: his main

interests: are supei'mm{’iéaner Thig presant worid iz thf kingdom of
Saf;an/ in: tho ;;i!owin’é: vickedneas of whieh 'is the prophecy of Godls.
irﬁt,efven.tf.:‘.o‘z:i ‘pnd the comitig of the new Jifus‘aie.m. This du@xiftie» riote
ig abseitt fYom the earlier propehts: .They believed that the appressioy
of the shemy was -Qodie way of punishihg thé wieked amd that if the
people would foreanke théir eviil ways progpreritr would followyvietory
would be theira. The note .of wictory inr Revalation i not so mueh

2 promise of peace hets in the presént Iife a&s it is the martyrs
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tribulétish and have washed thein robes and made them Th‘ifte in the
blood of the lambh, ’

(%) Apacalypse résts upon wnfwiPilled prophisey. The predidtinns of &
thé orpphets in réfevence to jud pf{;kgan‘bé wad heen fulfiileds

Jerngalen Fad been des troyed .ghd the =r;.'§}i_gﬁ cerried dway into
captivity. Bat the other pr,ga‘i_qti;}h-s of the glorious reipn of the
Messioh were un‘f‘uglfj:ﬂed and it whs thw missinh of Apocalypse to
encourage the Nope nhd faith &f & futnre fulfillments The Néw
T'rﬂsimnent Apogcmaij,g%%}}as g sipijer ﬂlg’s iof. Christ haﬂ f,aid "B will
come ggain and reteive yow unto myselfiv. But &is coming was delayed.
Te anémy scemg to He triumph'ingﬂs The great world vowsr has arrayed
jtgelf against the church, But tha Apscaiypas Apocalyptic writer
beholds the fulfiilment_’ of the Promise. Tt iz the revelotion of

Jesus Christ throysh Johr to the c¢hurches of the things whith njist

shortly comé to pass.




In prophecy b chanpgs of gtiitude ot of conditions renderg the
litteral fuifillment of theé prophecy unnecessary, or impoEsibile
-as i the prophety of Jonoh aeainst Ninevah, the repentanga of
. Ningvoh turns awey the wrath of fipd. Mr. Forter says W Prodhecy ‘is
fulfilied by a2 righteous aig'li Mercifut Gods Vhether anticipated op moty
whether for the henefit of Jews or of gentilosw Avocalypse gees: the
hand of God ond the vindidation ond g1&§y.of the se~r onJy in &
litteral copre'sponﬁ ehce hetween perd ictlionhs and eventy and only in the:
fa1% of a Ninevgh and the glory of Zion ‘and Isreal.t: &) Ahother
differéhtce is that the prophét speaks in Ris own name or Wv?tes over
his own sipnature, The ‘power of his message depends very mach upon ‘the
persorial ¥ty -of the mdn.Apocalypie on ‘the other hand is mgually
pﬂeaﬁiepigpapﬁic. The wfiten‘usb& the name of gome one of suthority
‘or renown im the pagt as 'in?f?ﬁie assumption of §g99$ ortThe book
e PntiTE o rbYs%?*m%*dmmm%ﬁmﬁtfé S E T

uses are uncient traditions and writings which have alréady bHecoms: :
assogiated with the name which the writer .agsumes, ‘These copdideras

tion® which are truefé. T. Apocalyvpse would ieadmus haturally to

doubt the Johanmine huthorship of Rewalstion. But becanse true of

the .0+ T. Apocolypse it would not frecessarity prove that Join ddd not
write the book of* Ravelation; Tor ﬁhe,cbndiiidns of such writings

would Necesssrily bv affected Somewhdt. and ecvrrespond ingly medified

by the Christian religion. Tt is not However dur purnoge to discuss

Eh?“%uth9§s§}p“0f_?hﬁprQk gggggpr thgg;fo sax’that tgere geems to be

ne sufficient remson for rejsating the Apottle John as the guthor of
the book . (B) .

The material and fobm of wfiting in the Apocalypde is
pecutliar to itgself. The material of Rev. is lergely from the 0. Test.
egpecifilly from Redach and Daridel. The material ig given in the form
of visions of mystipal firures which fre shown tg the- writer by 'an

anzel or angels. Sometimes the visions are from -pn edrthly standpsint
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sometimés from o heavenly and areg of things which mist shoptly come
to pass.

2. #HMethodg of interpretations

1n+As alrsedy noted the reveiations dp not refer to 2 ‘dimly fi%s,tant.
future but to the present ot immadinte :ﬁutw'it‘ﬁeﬁj*‘!lépéid; T vame ”uick‘ly'}
says the Lord, or as in Rev, iyt WHe things. whith mus"“;:. shortiy -
comé to pass™ Hende the bosk centot be ifterpreted mBs 2 ;pi'qt;u?fe; of
the futdre History of the world: Thid eéx¢ludes the "Fudurist,

interpretation W .

o

2nd . AnSthei method i the e¥nsempefary. historifn), It is evident
that gome of the fipures -‘of‘ the book are representative of facte
oft higstory which ware contemporary with tho writer o. ;/ The first
beosy of CHapter :!..'5 with the ten hoYvigs seven heeds ond ten erowns,
represents the R‘dm'a:; power. But this method alone will not fiuffice
35 S Do NP LABEn LR Y ANBIH AT YRR wanseeme s i
(3{ The traditional:higtorie¢si. 'This is neeled for the i‘nyerpre;aﬁ@n

of the figures from the 0, ‘T. These figures.. had coma t¢ h,ava eei‘tam
fixed mésningyg ond in studying Rev. we need to Fnow thesé traditional
gignifidations for while thHe wpiter mhy haoVeée oddpted them to his own
w .

purvoses ot the troditionn] meaning wpuld no doubt retain some of
Ita infjuence.
(@) The tuestion will orisé of térthe interpretontion of the vigiohs-
Were they dotual experishose of the write® or were they simply ‘e
po.et,lcaét forim of reépregenting the things which the writeér wished to

Nl T ARV Gy G e e e e e S s
put hefore qu réad erg? There are. sgme things which pomt to the

in the 0. T, snd egain™ in the fact

Tatter such e. ? as the use of the same figures a3 we find that
the vigions embody History in allégorical fortd, fo apédunt For which
an, actual v’isig‘n is hpt necoezvarg Modern schoIarship tends ~ulte
largely to the iden that the visibns: are a poetic Form atid yef one
cahnot say dbut thet it is the ‘way in whith the Spirit gives his

messages to men,




+(5Y Another form ¢f interpretation is spirituar. Wrie is the method of
Mr, Milligan in thé EXposetors 'Biblea THe Boov -accdrding 'to fiis
interpredation represents megrely ths general dc‘)nfl_ic:t‘- of gooldt ond
evil and the glorious triumph of righteousness., :A’.éc’.érdiﬁg* tof this
interpretation thgre is no feferen'ce to my"chM@m}ggraﬁy ﬁi--s'ﬁory’a,-
and the only traditional meamwing in ‘the fiéiares wsed isg thé same
representationk of evil and géod,

Perhaps theonly true mwathod of in;:erpr-ef;eitidn would he @
combination ¢f Aty 4 thede, a3 mo ous method seémg to bring out

B

a1l the 't.mlfhe
wtn ‘ Ak" .
Should the latter method,used to tle exclus ioti of the other® or
the others to the exclusipn of the 1atter it would mot affeoct the
fast that a final vietfory is ahticipated ‘Por Christ and his fatthful

o t160wers&

. 3-—5@) ATN-B~FLPUC TP S AAREEON H OTD I rmiamiteirrmmiadinsltnsimimr 510 st P 007 ot PRI A
fhe Chapters IvG B¥e a Very defintte divisicn ofnthe book., These:
contain the intreduction to- the whole ook ':szb'9 and the messages
to the seven churches ";9“ B 2R .
The introdyction¥ contains a 8 tatement. of the gouree of the
‘ revelations It is the Revelftion of Jewus Ohriist. whiich God BVE
to him to mive to his sérvants. Lt wad Sent by an ange] to John and
by him given to the Churoh. [t dnhouptegs the contents of the book-~-
Things which mugt shortly came to vhge. "I*Ii, gives a. gomprehénsion
statement ofq theplogivsl doctrine.Christ is ruyler, God ig his Qod
T A o T P e i -
and father. H:purcnased redemptiofr by hig dlogd. 'He rose from the
dpads He will ecme Again. He Yigs 0771 rile phd power ond outhority.
The messages to the seven churchésy vizx Ephésus, Smyrna,
Pergamudm, Thyotira, Sardiz, Phitedelphi# ond Lasdicen; aré ’}‘
introduced by description of Christ 1?-9'-20; aiso, ?1’*; B 18 etC.

each message clofez with 4 promise to him tHat- qv:er'&cuﬁe'gh ¢ THere

seems to e something of a elimactic arranpgemdnt the nighest title of




Christ comes 183t and also thé higheat rewdrds Partery €ayss ChS. 1.3
" Show hot only a conscious artiTtia purvoseg———--rs 'tj'.h'e"y "éhow a
high order :w0f poetie in=tinct and é’kiua‘f‘ Cha 442,:2. ;g’i’\hé threa deries
of sevens in represneiing tfle jud ement of Christ upan thé "Z'ior‘ldw
There 6fe two main methodsd hy which the plen and crder are
dissovered in these ahap ersy (1) THe Recopitulatio n méthody which
wns toaught by Migistine gud othbrs, $de¥ no progress in the viséons of
gedls, trumpefs and hawld, Hyt orily repetition undér vaprious forms.
{2) Later stholers Ses in the seventh of emoh series all thet fol'ows-
The geventh séal is develpped: into the Seven trumbpets and the Sgventh
trumpet ifito the soven bowls. The onty diffieulty with the last geheme
is ‘that there are some interrupiionsg as e.g- '7*1 174, 1.0"1 '13..14; But.

‘a very FéW plausable explanatlon of th,ese interruptions 1s " given b¥

(st G B “’WW&A-"‘

Porters ™ He ig writing move %o ér;oquf-aga 'true Ghms,tlana than ‘to
warn dpostates and so wil) nét let assurgncé énd promise wait its pro=-
par pldge when judgment hag run $ts courde, hut will -entieipate
deliverance setting light pver against dark in his pigture though
Bark mpst pretdgminale.y- ‘
Qﬁf ) The expettatiofr of vietbr_y‘ which the :‘oog‘k hoids forths

Tt geechs himost ikg a {«p::c-k of auperoragdtidn to review -the
Yook in proving that ‘there iss aS "1;"*{@ ;‘r"eai.]%?ir' domiriont néte, this note
of victory to Chrigt ond his peotile. But m thus reviewing the book
we ngt onty 'ﬁ%%‘?%&%*ém'mmr-éh%mmmm this note and,
how mich of enconragement there it for- ths church milifent.

£. We wil! notice First the place which thrist holds in the

hook -,

1-5-.-% J . the Caithful witness, ‘the £irst born of

thre dedds end the ruler of the kings of thie eaith, #t {nté Him that

lovath us and logsed us from ovr: 8ins by his B Lok s~m—m—m B0 him be:

¥
1 Y
hed

the gilory and dominiofi for ever #nd ever
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In the descriptions of him ip Ohe. 2-3 He is talied ! he Sufi of godu~
¥ ‘The Beginning of the Sreation of “odm and womethig of Wis KinkFy: Bi#
wearing is indicoted ¥218). . .4 IO
saring ig i nte 2 I Rut in.,the Weavemlp fhdrifsss Ris ox&1ted
r N { R

place énd kingly power are especially manif Wi = A o

Holy is the ,prd Gody the A1m1p;htv Who, ig and ‘wag and is to oome.

% Worty nrt thow ouy Taxd. ‘and* 6ur. God 1o regeive thHe gloxy and thre ;wﬁ
Honot and the powe;o . 1.115 " Ths kinpgdom of the world iy hedome the
vingdom of our lord eid”of his Shrist and he shall veifm forever and

evapr."ly 011 thesé dhorusey Thrist receives the same praise and honors
83 (jod, He is representéd as the king, &s judre, 89 congiorer, He is
the lion of the tribs of Judalh « Thevtwo. edged sword gd:ias forth out of -
his mouth. He is the greatest of kings. " King of kin#s and Lord »f ’
L,qr‘ds# Al '(1916). He stands abéve all the Angglic sp:.mts;. He ‘alone is

‘3 D ARRREETIE S PSP AP et W SR, e v .
worthy: to opeén the ssslss He is~to conquer the Romgn Empiré (‘m?o) and
Satan and to reigh vioteriouss ‘He is fo Jydp:e .and -reward (-2?‘1") Bvery
man end every nation. '

2~ All the failthful wii' be with Ghriét-aﬁQ'cpa in his

bTessed oand etsrnal nearness and fe{]_;lofwshi‘@.. n Tg him thet oerzanfeth
wilt T pive %o eat of the %tres of, ‘l“%tf'e ~wh—iélfl 1s ¥n the Paradige of
God (zii T wilt give thha g crown of' I:Lfe (Q‘wY Hp that overcometh
gha]_l BHe ar“r-aved in whlte o"armrants., gnd T wil' in no- wids ‘biot out .

his nanme o‘ut of the -hdot of life ond I wx]L ponfdgss hig name fefore

iy Tathelr Ind~-belore -his- bRgeds-~i ,_‘35\ o .
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3+ The faithful dre to 1ils with Christ. Thig is
oiéarly promised ih ?géﬂgr}-&.ﬁ, He that overcometh and he that keepeth
my works "mnto the end to kil wilt T give duthority over the natlons
and he ‘~hall rtle them with a rod of iron.
The vidtory with which the revelation @8 é’on&erned
ig the victorys 1st, of Christ over sin ‘through 1is dgath and
glorification gnd 2ady of ‘the Ohrissién overgoming of the wax‘ld the

&brsﬁ'ip of the heast, -and the persecutions that Lome upon him through




patient endurance gnd through faith in Shrist. ™ The Wiitey believed
in the triumphant vindieatfion of the Ghristidn faith Yoth -in ‘the cage
of individuals whé endured whto the death end for the woﬁya which wag
in the power of evii., The eonv1qtmon théat death aould HHHESEE only
bring the faithfur soul 16 ¥%s God ond thdt the futuve Gould only See
God and ¢hrist méﬁifestﬁy erithroned 'okfer the universe, our auythor held
with e}l the iptensity of his #4#A4E Deing, and bxpregsediali°”%he
variety of form which the literaturg of hope furnichsd him. That
Christis conquest of #HBAH ovil invoived the Tal™ of Rome was not the.
end of the ¥vil itselff, but the hegl nine and puarantes of the end, we.
may also regard gg,geduré. Tp find whiat the -gnoient or traditional _
F#AEEE meaning of the mystical #ALAEHE ig‘ures was 1§ a very diffiaul

task, and then to dlqeover-ﬁgég these mystlca] figures are ‘used w1th

(SN D UL T, [y WWM - b Sy ’mmw%&%%’*

the zanme orrmodlflgationscof tﬁe*trﬁ@itxbnaL.Meanlng3 ‘is evenmore
diffioult, but the mguafest purpose of the book is that nf eneourage=
ment . The church in the,eﬁ¥1w~days passed through great trials of
persecutions and grenter grnes oI owed hwtffqutﬁoEe who ktow that.
final triumph is %o ¢ome hoth for tﬁe‘&auéé and for thendividusl
patient and &ven joyous 'ecnduvatide i8 pogsibles This is the greeat

measage of the. book, ' Vit toty 18 Shiire; he whése riame is valled
Wonddrful, Counselor, Miehty God, Prince -of Peacs, Twerlogsting Father,

shall sét urntb himdelf ‘and shall secure Yor the faithful sternhl glory

+

An. 1nngmerab o company - .of those who have come up throuch ereat trials
* "W"-M
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omd tridbulations prd woshed their robes and fibde them white in the
blood of ‘the Lom®, ond them that come off viviprious from the heast
ond from hiz imape and from the numher ¢f- Hig neme, stonding by the s&
wem .of glams, having hdrvy of God and tHey ding the Sone of Moses,

the sepvant of God and the song of the Lamb, Spying— % Great and
farvelous dre thg works, .Q Lord Gods the Almightya Riﬁfkaogs are thy

ways, thou king of tho areg.W
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Satan, the beasty denth snd hell are all pigtursd o
fighting azaingt Christ and ‘his Chureh hiut 211 are nvercoms, ‘The New &

Jerusalem descends' oyt .of heavaf and thus the ertd; shall be pesos ard

happiness for G6ds Faithful gervants, . .
- SR - ity e - _.__..A...—;.....-._".:"_._.__'_,:..._..f,_;a_‘a..,
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