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THE GOUNQIL OF TRENT, ?
On thé 18th day of November, 1518, Luther, having

1 was to be condemned by Leo X, had appealed from the Pope's

| on the restoration of the rights of which Rome had gradually

|
i
|
|
|

|

| convoked, or prepided over, or direeted, by the bishop of Romel

authority to a general couneil, This was derogatopry to the i
Pope 's suthority, and history shows that before {his time the
Popees had dreaded even the very name of general council, |

But Europe wented a generel, universal council that

| should reform the chureh! the éhristian prineces wanted to

understood that his doctrine on the subjeet of indulgences

iimit the encroachments of the clergy; the people had expresseg
|

1 their unwillingness to receive in the future any but men of

respéctatile character for their pastors, and bishops lnaisted §

deprived thém.
Luther and his friends had expresgsed the desire that

the géneral couneil to which they had appealed should not bé

|
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i
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i
i
i
|
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But Lec X 4id not listen to the desire of the heretic¢s, In |
1821 he began econsidering the choice of a city for the gduncil?
but toward the end of the same year he died,

~ i

The couneil was first convoked by pope Paul III, 16534-4

| 15490 for the end day of June 1536 to be held at Mantua.

U S ——




£:

It is to be remembered that the predeeessor of Paul III, ?
Clement VII, had continumlly urged Charles V to march against |
the hereties; but the eimpéror was wmwilling to mareh simply
as @ soldier of the pope; he had therefore contlriually urged |
Glement VII to the eonvogatidsi of a council that should eon= %
demn the hereties, and urge him, the emperor to their destrue]
tion, |

Paul I11I, therefore, underfdook to make the eownell ‘
his own affair; but nearly ten years elapsed Between the firsi
gonvoeation and the first meeting. In these ten years the ee.%~
&11 was éonvoked first at Mantuas, then at Vieenga, and then i
at Trent, & eity in the heart of Tyrol, not too Italian and i
not too German, !

At Trent it was convoked for thée lst of November 15481

but’ 4t did not open until the 13th day of December 18545; the

£irst smession was held that same day, but nothing was done -
the saying of Mass and ths preaching of the opening sermon. }
The three legates of the Pope, fowr arehbishops and only j
twenty*two bisheops were present.

On the 1lth of Ma rch, 1lB482, that is afted only fiftp’n
months of segaion, the counecil was transferred %o Bolé%ﬁg’by 1
a vote of thirty-eight prelates againat fourteen. Theé legates

i of the POpe, therefore, and the-mmjority of the prela$és wentw
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to sit at 39182;:: while the rest eontinued to sit at Trent;
the eouncll was then broken, Charles V wanted it to eontinue

at Trent; the faef here is to be noted that tlie bishops who

to 81t at Bolonga. The council remalned,therefore, suspended

|
|
i
had remained at Trent were all Spaniards, Paul III wented it |
|
until the death of Paul III, 1649, |

!

The sucecessor of Paul III was the ecardinal Del Monte, |

who had been firat legate at Trent; lie took the name of Juliuﬂ )

III. On March 14th, 1561, he issued a bull for the reestablish
ment of the eounsil of Trent. Accordingly the next session (el
enth) was held at Trent on the first of May 1661, and the ;o,
¢il continued until May L1652 when a great dispute that arose |
between the ambassadors of Charles V and the Pope's legates |
occasioned another cessation; the chief part of the prelates
having departed, Julius III published a bull susmpending the
eouncil, §

In 1660 on the 29th of November, Pius I¥ published
& bull for the reassembling of the couneil on the f&llowing .
Baster day, but on account of Parious eauses the reopening !
aid not take place until the 18th day of January, 1562, It l
then eontinudl until the 4th of Deeember 1563, when the fathex

present declared the eouncil elosed.
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The councll declared itself to be "The MostHoly Oeeu- §
meniedl and General Couneil of Trent, legitimately assembled
wunder the conduct of the Holy Ghoat, the three legates of the %
Apostolle See presiding." etc. etc.

Let us see how these titles wére justified by the factf
"The most holy general and cecumenical council of Trent", at tﬁe

firet convocation the number of bishops varied from fifty to

although the number of prelates present was higher, there werej

no Freneh bishops, At the third convoeation, althoughﬁﬁ; numbeg

250 bishops.

And yet, it was in the first convocation, when the
nunber of bishops present at the sessions was never more than E
seventy-five and sometimes only fifty, that such fundamental
points as Scripture, tradition, original sin, grace, the sacrw}
ments, etc., were reguleted and fixed. "What madness," said
Paul IV one day, in an excess of ill humour and candour, "to
have sent thrgescore bishops from among the least ¢apable, to
a small city among the mountains, there to decide so many tnilﬁs."

It is true that this madness, according to him, consisted in




N] not having simply left the matter in the hands of men of abil-

' decrees agailnst the opinion of a very respectable minority at

| tinual pressure ;rom the Pope through the legates, as to what

B

ity, of whom, he added, "Rome is full," but if his conclusion
is not owrs, his exclamation about the threestore bilshops, 1s ot
less worth recording. (Quoted from Bungener).

"Legitimately assembled under the eonduet of the Holy
Ghost.” It seems hard to beéelieve that a council whieh extended

through eighteen years, that was broken up twice, that was, as

the historian of the Papal See, Fallavieino, admits, under con

i1t should do, and what it should avoid, that passed important
il
times, and to which it took, for instance, three months and
fifty sittings, particular or general, to give qut its decree |
°§_§£§E§jt° which we have alluded, Sarpi asserts to have seen

§
the minutes O0f ecountless changes made on the first draft by

Cervini, cardinal of Santa Croce, (Afterwards Pope Marcellus ié),
who had drawn up the decree. Sarpl shows that the greater 3
number of these modifications tended to substitute vagueness i
for what was positive, cbscurity for clesrness, and for con-
tested points ambiguous expressions, in whieh the moat diverse
nay the most tontrary opinions might equally cleim the merik

of having made the law., The R. C. historians try to meke

i
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. the facts turn to the adventage of the councill; still to the

unsophisticated reader,this way of the Holy Ghost 's working ‘

seems strange,

The council had been gathered for the reformation of

the church; that was what most of the bishops present, especia!-

]

ly the Spaniards and Germans, wanted to do first; the Pope's

legetes wanted to begin on the doetrinal questions; neither |

|
|
|
|
|
|

party prevailed, for it was agreed that the two subjects ahaul§

be treated contemporaneously, a subjeet of doetrine and a sub-|

¥
4
|

|
f
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Ject of faith being treated at the same time,

The work of the eouneil, as it has beén sent down to

us through various histories, is divided into twenty-five
|
sessions; 1t was in these sessions that the aets and degrees |

of the eouncil wers read and mccepted; the work of preparing ;
them was done in separate total or partiasl assémblies of ;
the prelates, called écngregations, ' ﬁ
In the work of the couneil, not so mueh in the daereesé
a8 in the discussions held in the congregations; the Pope's

authority received sometimes serious blows, We will only men- ﬁ

tion three lnstancesy

1. The discussion on the deecree on resldence, Great 1

abuzes had arisen in the Chureh on account of ‘the fion-residencg



i denee to be declared of divine right; that is that residence
‘ is not mereiy a matter canonlieally binding, but of divine in- |
| junetion, but the legates strove not to let the deeree paas

; and at last they succeeded; 1t was in fact a vital question

| £or the papacy; it would have made the bishops independent J

. prinee or a member of the royal family, only drew his'emolu-

7

of bishops; in some cases a bishop, especlally if he was a

ments and left the charge of the dioeese to somebody elze,
the example given by the head of the dilocese was not slowly

followed by his subordinates; in that way great evils had aris&n

in the Church. A strong party in the couricil, especially the

Speniaids, French and Germans wanted the obligation of resi-

|
|
|
|
|

of the Pope in this Qense that he ecould not have released

any one bishop from the obligation of residenece with@ut vielat

| ing himself firat the decrees of the ecouneil and offending the

other bishops. The discussion was taken up three times at

different epoechs of the e¢ouncil, but the legates always managé“
to moot it down, always keeping iﬁ?constant communigation

V%44
with the Pope and receiving from[brdere as to what they sheuld,

do. At last to accommodate matters, it was resoclved toc erase
T
to either party. But the divine obligation of reslidenee was

not deglared, and full play was thue given for the Pope to

T e e L e e

|
from the deérée that had been drawn up whatever was obnoxious !
!
I
|
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release hishops end ofher prelates from the obligation of resip
dence. The decree was full of good things, but of exhortationsg
rather than of orders, Among the legitimate motlves for non-

residence had been put "the serviee of the church” and "the

service of the state,"

2; The second subject that was tending fo undermine

the Pope's authority, was whether the Episcopate in the chure

is to be considered of divine imstitution, and therefore the

bishop is to be only dependent upon God, or whether the Eplsco

pate is to be considered as subjected to the Pope and papacy.
i The Spanish and French bishops were in favor of the recognitio
l of the divine right of the Episcopate., In $§; congregation fifgy>
I three prelates, and according to Sarpi fifty-nine, out of
131 prelateés present had voted in favor of it,

The matter having thus teken a serious turn for the

i papacy, the Pope to elude the difficulty in which he was plaeﬁft

sent a form for the approval of the counell in which it was

declared that bishops held the principal place in the church,

but in dependence upon the Pope." This not having met with

f

i
i
il
i
|
|
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|

the approval of the council, 1t was agreed to state that they

held the prigeipal place in the c¢hurch, but undeér the Pope.

'§ This not being satisfactory either the contest went on a long§

4

time, At last, the only way they saw -.out of it,was to omit

- e RS SR I N
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altogether all notice of the institution of bishops, .

3« The third subject gave occasion to still greater ”
contest, It arose on the chapter that declared that "the Popei
had authority to feed and govern the Universal Church." The é
Spanish and French bishops would not agree to it, alleging ;
that the churech is the first tribunal under Christ, They even%

strongly denied that “the Pope possessed all the authority of}
Jesus Christ," notwithstanding &1l the limitations and expla-i
i nations that were added to 1it. j

The contest having continued a long time without any

satisfactory results, when it was decided to omit all notiece

of the institution of bishops, it was also resolved to omit 1

altogether all notice of the authority of the Pope. ;
I
It was but natural that a coumeil that could not enercgach

i

upon the papacy in such important matters, should be wholly !

Roman in tone. in 1its decrees on faith, and such was the case

The eanons drewn up embodying the deerees of the eounQul

5 were divided into two sets: one set, which they called the i
deérees of doctrine, contained the catholic falth upon the i
T subjects decided; the others called canons, stated, conﬁemned%

i and anathemtwed the doctrines contrary to that faith,

i The subjeet of Seriptures and traditions was examined |

E




10.
| first, The couneil declared that 1t receives, besides the 01d |

and New Testament books, the traditions of the church respectihg

faith and morals as having procesded from the lips of Jesus
Christ, or as having been dictated by the Holy Spirit and
preserved in the Catholic Church by a ¢ontinued succession,

| and that it looks upon both the written and the unwritten wit@
equal respect. }
The hooks received as canonical were the same as thmsJ
found in the Vulgate, which was deeclared to be authentic, and

| all privete interpretation of 1t was forbidden; 1t was rorbidx}n
ﬁ also to print or circulate copies of 1t without autherity,

| under penalty of fine and anathema,

| The subject of the Immaculate Conception of the Bleséeé

p Virgin was next touéﬂgd upon} but was left an opsn question, |
j The council treated at length the subjeet of the per-i
s sonal sin of Adam, its transmission to his posterity, and of

; its remedy, i.e., the Holy Baptism; but why or hgw the holy
baptism cancels the original sin it did not say. As r#gﬁgirtha

. infante® dying without baptism they were assigned to a plade ?

‘ <8
| miserable, THe decree qf justification and grace we have

i
b

é already mentioned as having teken three months for‘its'drawing

\’between Paradise and hell, where they are neither happy nor




' confirmation imprint an infallible character; those who main- |

11,
up/and having been subjected to countless changes, It was Ver
long and very elaborate.

The number of saeraments was fixed {o seven; and the

. ;
council enathemizes among others (fourteen canons with anathemhs

having been drawn up on the subject of sacraments in general),
those who mzintain that the seven sacraments were not all in- |
stituted by Jesus Christ; those who maintain that any one sse.ﬁ:-j

rament is of any more worth than another,; those who deny thatl

the sacraments confer grace ex opere operato, i.e., confer |

grace upon all those recipients who do not by mortal sin offeﬁ

i
E

)

g2 bar to its reception; those who deny that baptism, ordersand

!

)
{

tain that all christians may preach God's word, etc,

Fourteen canons with anathemas were also published on |

L
baptism; among others the council anathemizes those who maintag

i
that the church of Rome does not teach the true doctrine on |

baptism; those who maintain thet sin after baptism is ﬁemitte{
by faith; those who maintain that bhaptism is not necessary ‘
to salvation, ete,.

On the subject of the Eucharist the council declared |
that after tEP consecration of the bread and wine, our Lord

Jesus Christ, very God and very man, is verily, really, and

substantially contained under the species of these sensible
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objects; the council also proclaims real transubstantiation

i to be true; also that Jesus Christ is entire under the gpecies)

' of bread and under the smallest particles ef—i%. Tt finally k—‘f\
f proclaims that the worshilp of Latria is rightly rendered by 3 >
the faithful to the holy sacrament of the altar, : B
The eouncil also declared that neither laymen nor i\g_

. ecclesiastics (not conseerating) are bound by any divine precep

| to receive the sacrament of the Eucharist in both kinds; that

_ovyr
v

| the sufficiency of the communion in one kind cennot be doubted

e i
without injury to faith. It then anathemizes those who maintai[ E?
that all faithful are under obligation to receivedin both kindl; S

=

| those who maintein that the church has not sufficient grounds
for refusing the cup to the laity; those who deny that our
Lord is recelved entire under wuveh species, ete.

The emperor Cherles V having entreated of the council

that the cup micht be conceded to the laity, the matter was

' referred to the Pope for decision,

i
In the decree upon penance we find stated that our i

!
upon his disciples saying, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost;" in thik

[
|
i
i
i

Lord chiefly instituted the sacrament of penance when he breathe& §>
sacrament the priest exercises the function of judge, and the ! §§

' priest only, by Christ's appointment has the power of binding |

; 3
| and loosing; his power when he says, "Ego te absolvo"” c¢on- ] \EK
e o _— = R e e ;gg—; §
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- | end comforgtsthe sick; those who teach that the Roman(mey be |
|

13 &

i

sigte not merely in declaring the remission of sins, but in

{
the judiciaw act by which they are remitted. Fifteen canons were

grawn up to anatherize those who meintained the opposite doc-

trines.

Four canons with anathemas accompanied the decree on
the extreme unction; the council anathemizes those who teach
that extreme unetion is not a true sacrament insfituted by
Jesus Christ; those who deny that 1t éonfers grace, remits sing

Ny
set at n#ught without sin, and finally those who teach that
the presbuteroi of whom St. James speaks are old persons and
not priests, |
\

Oni the subject of the mass 1t was unanimously agreed

| that the mass ought to be regarded as a true saerifice under the

| new covenant, in which Jesus Christ is offered under the sae-

R e o S e S 2 ]

ramental species,

The decree upon the sacrament of orders contained
four chapters and wes followed by eight canons with anathemas
egainst those who deny a visible priesthood in the church;
those who maintain the priesthood to be the only order; those

L

vho deny that. ordination is a true sacrament, those who deny ‘
that the Holy Spirit is conferred by ordination, ete., etc. '
|

The deeree of/the sacrament of marriage was also followed by
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14.
twelve canons with anathemas,
On purgatory the council declared that the ehurch has |
elways taught and still teaches that there i1s a purgatory, e w

that the souls of those who wre detailned there are assisted bﬂ

it
t

the suffrages of the faithful and by th; sacrifice of the masq

On saints it orders that the people be taught to invole
the saints, to honor their relics, to use their images, and a%:o
that the saints offer wp prayers for men, that it is useful t{
have recourse to their prayers and help, ete, i
Oon images it teaches that the images of our Lord, of |
the Virgin, of the saints ought to be placed in the churches |
and must be duly venerated, hot on account of any virtue or
divinity in them, but only because in this way honer is ref1€L~
ted on those whom they represent,

On indulgences finaily! the subject that had given origin
to the peformation, the couneil declared that the church having
received from Jesus Christ the power to grant indulgences,
and having through all ages used that power, thelr use ghall

be retained as being very salutary to christian persons,and

approved by/holy ecouneils; it then anathemizes all those who

maintain thet indulgencee aré useless or that thé church has

no power to grant them, i
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Such were in substance the decrees of that memorable

comeil whose aim was to destroy heresy, it did not destroy 14,

but rather gave to 1%.new strength and new determination.

Besides that the council{took current theories and opinions,

and transformed them into dogmas, and assigned to the Serip-

turds dogmas that were never found in them by any conscientio

reader, the fact alone that the council anathemized, that is,

accursed, conseerated to hell, all ﬂthose who do not bhelleve

in the doctrines it proclaimed, or hold the contrary opinilon,

is sufficignt to assure us that no conscientious Protestant

will eveé retire from his heresy to put himself under the yok{

of such dogmas as those proclaimed by the counecil,

For th® R, C. Church the council of Trent has alwaysf

been, and 1s still considered as finally binding in all its

decrees and eanons, and no book, no catechism, no theologian,‘

no formulary, no summary of doetrine is considered or recognigded

as finally binding; the council of Trent alone 1s such, in alf

which 1t praelaims.

.

What the coumeil left incomplete regerding the immadud

late conception, the perpetual virginity of the Virgin Mary,

and the infallibility of the Pope and his supreme authority

over all ecatholiecs, has been completed by Plus IX and by the

B P e —r WADRII 4
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last Patissn Gstmeil. But still it was the Couneil of Trént
that gathered the material and bullt the formidable strueture

that we behold in the R, C: Church.
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