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INTRODUCTORY

THE series of conventions, of which the one here reported is

the fourth, constitutes one of the agencies employed by the Student

Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions. The purpose of these

gatherings is to bring together carefully selected delegations of

students and professors from all important institutions of North

America, and the leaders of the missionary enterprise, both at home
and abroad, to consider the great problem of the evangelization of

the world and unitedly to resolve to undertake, in His strength,

greater things for the extension of the Kingdom of Christ. A
fuller statement concerning the Student Volunteer Movement is

found on pages 39-58 of this volume, to which the reader is referred.

In the present volume the addresses, informal discussions and

questions of the various sessions are reported substantially as they
were uttered, though with such emendations by the speakers and the

editor as seemed necessary in the interest of clearness and profitable

abridgment. Condensation has been somewhat more conspicuous in

the case of the impromptu talks of the sectional meetings and in

a very few of the platform addresses, where the exceedingly rapid
utterance of the speakers made it impossible for the stenographer to

fully report what was said. The introductory statements of the

chairmen of the various meetings and the prayers offered are omitted

as being of only temporary interest. So, too, owing to the expressed

preference of those in charge, the sectional meetings of the Young
Men s and the Young Womens Christian Associations have not been

printed, while the denominational rallies are unreported for

obvious reasons.

To render the volume as helpful as possible as a book of refer

ence, lists of books, etc., contained in the Educational Exhibit are

printed in Appendix A. Appendix D has been prepared in order

to aid the leaders of missionary meetings in readily finding material

for such occasions. References to a few easily procurable books,

as well as to this volume, are given here, for the sake of furnishing

greater picturesqueness and breadth of treatment. In order to

make the contents easily accessible an analytical list of illustrations

for missionary speakers Appendix E and a very full index are

also added.
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HOWMAY I PROFIT MOST FROMTHE
TORONTOCONVENTION?

By improving conscientiously all the opportunities of

the Convention

By avoiding the perils incident to such a Convention

To reflect upon and discuss the truth rather

than appropriate and apply it

To tolerate pride which makes impossible the

apprehension of spiritual truth and the will of God
To indulge in unkind or depreciating criti

cisms of others

To look to man rather than to God
To fail to spend time each day alone with God

By keeping in mind the field from which I have come
in order that I may be prepared to do far better

work for Christ on my return

By putting away everything which exalts itself against
the knowledge of God and of His will, by being
obedient to heavenly visions, and by yielding my
self to the sway of the Holy Spirit

By giving myself to prayer for every speaker, for the

committees, for the delegates, for Toronto and
for the non-Christian world

By abounding in the spirit of confident hope expect

ing great things from God. &quot;He that spared not

his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,

how shall he not also with him freely give us

all things ?
&quot;

&quot; That in all things he might have the pre-eminence
&quot;





PREPARATORYSERVICE

Surrender, Indwelling, Freedom

Christ in the Life is Enough





SURRENDER,INDWELLING, FREEDOM

MR. ROBERTE. SPEER, M.A., NEWYORK

IN a striking passage in
&quot; Grace Abounding,&quot; John Bunyan

describes his vision of the way of life and the entrance thereto, and
the exceeding straitness of that entrance :

&quot; Forasmuch as the

passage was wonderful narrow, even so narrow that I could not

but with great difficulty enter in thereat, it showed me that none
could enter into life, but those that were in downright earnest,

and unless also they left this wicked world behind them; for

here was only room for body and soul, but not for body and soul

and sin.&quot;

The truth which John Bunyan puts in this characteristic way is

one of the most terrible and yet one of the most blessedly familiar

truths of the Christian life. Wecame through that door ourselves,

and there is not one of us this afternoon who is in the Christian life,

who cannot recall something of the struggle of that hour when we
found that part of us could come through that door and that part of

us must stay on the other side. Round about us every day, in the

lives of the men and women with whom we have to do, we see

the human struggle against the necessity of letting something go
in order that something else may come. The classic illustration of

it all, of course, is the story of the rich young ruler who came to

Jesus, and to whom Jesus spoke, saying,
&quot; Go and sell that thou

hast and give to the poor and thou shalt have treasure in heaven,
and come and follow me.&quot; Wehave learned that lesson, so far as

the gateway of the Christian life is concerned. But will you notice

that our Lord did not say to the young ruler that the sale of what
he had or the gift of it to the poor would make him a perfect man.

If ye would be perfect, sell all that ye have, and come and follow

me. In that life of following Christ the young ruler would have

discovered, if he had ever begun it, that every day brought to him
the necessity of some new surrender, some fresh letting-go ;

that

he was like a traveler mounting one hill only to discover a higher
hill beyond which the first hill had hid from view ; and that each

new joy in Christ was a revelation to him of new things that were

possible in Christ and of new surrenders to be made in order that

these new blessings might come.
And I am very sure that those who are oldest and richest and

most childlike in their Christian experience here this afternoon, are

3



4 WORLD-WIDEEVANGELIZATION

the ones who understand most perfectly the truth of which I have

been speaking. They have fought, not one battle, but as many
battles as there have been moments in their lives. They have given

up, not alone what they left at that narrow gate through which no

sin can come, but a thousand things since that they did not know
to be sins then, that they have discovered since to be sins, and to

stand in conflict and antagonism with the better and the larger gifts

of Christ.

1 suppose the prophet Isaiah was as good and holy a man as

lived in his day; but it was from his lips that the agonizing cry

broke that year when King Uzziah died and he stood in the temple

and the posts of the house rocked to and fro and the whole place

was filled with smoke, and he cried out :

&quot;

I am undone ;
because

I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of

unclean lips ;
for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.&quot;

I suppose that David was as devoted and earnest a man as lived

in his day, but it was from David s heart that the deepest cries of

woe and of need broke. I presume that Simon Peter was as sincere

and earnest a soul as was numbered among the disciples of Christ,

but it was Simon Peter who fell on the shores of the Tiberian Sea

when he looked upon a fresh revelation of Christ s power, and cried,
&quot;

Depart from me for I am a sinful man, O Lord.&quot; The best man
will say first with Whittier :

&quot; Let the thick curtain fall,

I better know than all

How little I have gained,
How vast the unattained.&quot;

Can you see all this more clearly in any life than in the life

of the missionary who wrote that epistle from which we were read

ing a little while ago ? I count myself not to have attained, he

said, I am simply trying to apprehend that for which I am also

apprehended in Christ. I am trying to forget those things that are

behind and I press forward toward the mark of the prize of the

upward calling of God in Christ Jesus. And the words that intro

duce this unveiling of the heart of St. Paul reveal to us some

thing of the things for which he longed,
&quot; That I may know him

and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his

sufferings.&quot;

And even beyond all these deep human experiences we can see

in this same epistle the passionate longings of the man s heart

for better things still.
&quot;

Having a desire to depart and to be with

Christ.&quot; And in the last letter that he wrote, out of the ripest expe
riences of his life, where he tells us that he has fought now, as he

knows, a good fight and finished his course and kept the faith, he

is conscious also of evil with which he must wrestle still; evil that

would not be evil if it did not awaken some response in his own
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heart, but from which and these were almost the last words that
he wrote he knew that the day would come when he should be

given deliverance.

My friends, if we hope for anything from this conference
which we are now beginning, we must realize this first hour of all

that every incoming means an outgoing, that every larger hold of
Christ upon us means a relaxation of some lower grip upon us
And if you would have a word from the Scriptures themselves to

describe the door through which each one of us must pass this day,
you will find it in the twenty-first verse of the first chapter of the

Epistle of James, &quot;Wherefore, putting away,. . .receive.&quot; And
I want to ask this afternoon, in order that we may make our

meeting together personal and real and sincere, that each of us
should address to himself four questions, and discover if possible
some of those things that must be put away, if in the days of this

conference we would more largely receive.

First of all, has Jesus Christ His right place with us ? Has He
His right place in our hearts ? Let us in all candor be honest and
sincere in this matter. Were you thinking about Him as you sat in

this hall a few moments ago, waiting for this meeting to begin?
And were you thinking about Him on your way to this hall this

afternoon? Did you think about Him yesterday on your way to
Toronto? Are you thinking about Jesus Christ now? Have we
brought every one of our thoughts into captivity to His obedience?
The Psalmist says of one that

&quot; God is not in all his thoughts
&quot;

;

possibly he means that God is not in any of his thoughts ; possibly
he means that God is not, as He should be, in every one of his

thoughts. Is Jesus Christ the Lord of my thought this moment, or
am I thinking of myself speaking to you and the next thing I am
going to say? Is Jesus Christ in your thought now, or are you
thinking of what I am saying to you and the thing I last said ? Does
Jesus Christ have His right place in our thoughts ?

There is a little lad who is more than all the world to me, and
now and then he looks up and he pleadingly says,

&quot;

Father, won t

you look at me, please?&quot; It is just the child s desire to be sure of

companionship and of thought. We are always willing to make
those we love the objects of our thought. Is that loved one out of
your thought one moment of the day ? Christ is. But for what else
were memory and imagination given us but that Christ should never
be absent from our thought, that we might keep the words that He
spake, the deeds that He did, His loving ways with the little chil

dren, and the power, the gentleness of His look, the kindness of His
heart, as an ever living presence in our lives

; that He might stand
out before us as the most real image of all our dreaming, until at
last in the night even He Himself would rule all our unconscious
thought ? I ask again, does Jesus Christ have His right place in our
thoughts? Why, all this world thinks more of Him than we do!
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You remember the truth it is a truth as Sidney Lanier puts it

in his
&quot;

Ballad of the Trees and the Master
&quot;

:

&quot;

Into the woods my Master came,
Forespent with death and shame;
Into the woods my Master went,
Clean forespent, forespent.

&quot;But the little gray leaves were kind to Him,
The olive tree had a mind to Him,
The thorn bush it was kind to Him,
When into the woods He came.&quot;

I think even the little leaves must give Him in their little lives

a better place than we. We allow every other thing to dull and
blur the image of Jesus Christ in our lives ;

it shrivels, and they live.

Let us lay aside this afternoon our forgetfulness of Christ, our love

of other faces than the face of Christ, and of other words than the

words of Christ, and let us give Jesus Christ pre-eminence in our

thoughts these days.
Does He have His right place in our wills? I speak not alone

to those who suppose that they have given themselves to Him in the

surrender of a great sacrifice, but to all here to-day. Is Jesus Christ

first in my will? Have I grasped what Horace Bushnell, in what
Dr. Munger calls the greatest sermon ever preached in this Western

world, on the
&quot;

Dissolving of Doubts,&quot; describes as the first prin

ciple of every sincere and honest life? Have I willed to do the right
as Christ gives me to see the right? Is He first in my will? My
will was given me that I might make it His.

Is He first in our affections to-day? I went into my office a

few days ago, and there was lying on the table a delicate green-
bound book, which I opened and found to be a little privately printed
memorial volume of the late Peter Carter. Very few of you perhaps
have ever heard of him, but there were none of those who touched
him who did not love Christ more for that touch. As he lay dying,
those who stood by his bedside heard him over and over again just

murmuring to himself, &quot;Oh, my precious Lord Jesus! Oh, my
precious Lord Jesus !

&quot;

Well, you may say it is a matter of tem

perament whether a man can say that aloud. But it is not a matter

of temperament as to whether a man will feel it in his heart. And
have you to-day any time just gone back from the world with all

its pressure and stress to say quietly to Him,
&quot; My precious Lord

Jesus, my precious Lord Jesus ?
&quot; Does He have His right place in

our love to-day?
One of the greatest astronomers of America I heard speak years

ago of his favorite hymn ;
it seemed especially significant as the

hymn of one who had seen more things with his eyes than any man
in this Western world:
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&quot;Jesus, these eyes have never seen
That radiant form of Thine,

The veil of sense hangs dark between

Thy blessed face and mine.

&quot;

I see Thee not, I hear Thee not,

Yet art Thou oft with me,
And earth hath ne er so dear a spot,

As where I meet with Thee.&quot;

Is He there with you and there with you and there with you now?
Are you conscious this moment that He is with you, the light of

your life, the life of all your life? Is Jesus Christ in His proper

place in our thoughts, our wills, our love?

I ask you, secondly, are we right with God to-day ? Do I live in

Him and His life and His ways and His thoughts, or do I live in

myself and my ways and my thoughts? Have I ever broken over

the shackles of the self-bound life into the liberty of the life that

has lost itself in the freedom of God? You remember the lines at

the close of
&quot;

Hymns of the Marshes,&quot; by Sidney Lanier :

&quot; As the marsh hen secretly builds on the watery sod,
Behold I will build me a nest on the greatness of God.
I will fly in the greatness of God as the marsh hen flies

In the freedom that fills all the space twixt the marsh and the skies.

By so many roots as the marsh-grass sends in the sod
I will heartily lay me a-hold on the greatness of God.&quot;

Are we so right with Him that His presence is the most real and

living presence with us, and that we abide always in the light of His

countenance ?

I was awakened the other morning about four o clock in my
room by a little voice just beside my bed in the dark asking for a

drink. I got the little lad a drink, and he lay quiet a moment and

then he said,
&quot;

Father, may I sing myself to sleep?&quot; And I said,
&quot;

Yes, dear, go ahead.&quot; But soon he got up so much enthusiasm

that I told him he would better stop, or none of the rest of us

could sleep. Then he was quiet awhile, but soon I heard his little

voice again in the perfect stillness of the night,
&quot;

Father, have you

got your face turned toward me?&quot; And I said, &quot;Yes, little boy,&quot;

and the darkness was as the light of day to him.

&quot; We older children grope our way
From dark behind to dark before,

And only when our hands we lay,

Dear Lord, in Thine, the night is day,
And there is darkness nevermore.

&quot;Reach downward to our sunless days
Wherein our guides are blind as we,

Where faith is small and hope delays,

Take Thou the hands of prayer we raise,

And let us feel the light of Thee.&quot;
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But are we in this light to-day, are we conscious that our
Father s face is turned toward us? Nay, my friends, do we want
it turned upon that pruriency of imagination, that uncharitableness

of judgment, that selfish plan of life, that thought to our will rather

than His will? Do we live in the blessed light of His countenance

to-day ?

And it is right here that the problem of our life of prayer rises

to confront us. Do we sustain right relations with God? Has
prayer been to us to-day a real thing? You would assent to any
form of words about it this afternoon, but has it any reality and

power in your life? Are we praying now ? Are we men and women
of prayer? Is God in His right relations to us, and are we in our

right relations to God?
And, thirdly, are we right with one another? It would not be

enough for any one of us in this Convention to feel great thrills

of emotion Godwards, dream of His presence and imagine that the

house was now filled with the smoke of His glory. There is a little

quatrain of Charles Hahn, descriptive of the life we try to live :

&quot;The joy of peace! the joy of peace! By me
The seeking one is found in cloisters dim ;

The path I ve chosen is apart from men,
And with the angels I now walk with Him.&quot;

No, no one of us will walk with Him during the days of this con
ference in the glory of a right life, who does not walk in the glory
of a right life with men. Have you surrendered a single right to-day ;

have you given up one prerogative; have you once to-day yielded
that some one else might have what was your right ? Are you right
with men in this? Have we taken home to our hearts those words
of the second chapter of the Epistle to the Philippians, they are

no hyperbole,
&quot; Each counting other better than himself,&quot; as we

have in us the lowly mind that was in Christ. Do I esteem all these

my friends better than myself, and these strangers also? AmI reso

lutely holding my life in its right place in all my thoughts regarding
other men? Am I at peace with them ? Possibly some of you have
come up here with delegations with some of whose numbers you
are not at peace; there have been unkind words, or you have ex

pressed bitter opinions regarding them. If we would enter into

larger blessings during these days, we must make sure that now
we have put away all jealousy and evil speaking, all frivolity and

shallowness, all emptiness and unkindness, all unworthiness and
unchristlikeness of life.

And, lastly, are we free ? Are we free from the sin that clutches

us when we would rise? One of the members of the Brotherhood
of St. Andrew, who was at the last Convention of the Brotherhood
and which was attended, I think, by Phillips Brooks, it was held
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in his own church in Boston, told me how in the concluding ses

sion of the Convention Phillips Brooks came down out of the chancel

and stood on the floor just in the midst of the men, and opened
up that great, clean, loyal heart of his as he spoke to them from the

verse from Isaiah,
&quot; Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord.&quot;

Are we clean ? AmI free from all defilement ? Have my eyes looked

on any wrong thing? Am I in my heart as pure as Christ and a

little child ? Am I free this afternoon from sin, from slavery, from
fear of all wrong, from every idolatry, from every weak and foolish

and wicked thing? Am I free for freedom, for fellowship, for life,

for the larger blessing of these days? It may be a very little thing
that is holding us down in slavery and out of liberty. It requires
no great sin to bar the doors of the larger life and the richer bless

ing to us. You remember the only two incidents that are recorded

on the last Monday of our Lord s life, the one the withering of

the fig tree, and the other the cleansing of the temple, and you
recall that when He cleansed the temple He was not satisfied merely
to drive out from it those who sold oxen and doves and the money
changers, but also that He would not suffer that any man should

bear a vessel through the temple. I suppose the public opinion of the

people about Him was with Him in driving out the money-changers
and those who sold oxen and doves, but I suppose when He forebade

the bearing of vessels through the temple, some of them might have
said :

&quot; This man is an extremist. Why was He not satisfied when
He drove out the money-changers and those who sold oxen and
doves ? Whywas it necessary for Him to push matters to extremes ?&quot;

My friends, Jesus Christ viewed right as right whether large or

small. A lie is a lie whether an inch long or a mile, as water is wet
whether you take it in the ocean or the drop. It will require no

very great evil in our lives to bar us out of a greater blessing during
these days. Let us come creeping close, close, oh, closer still, to

the side of Christ to-day, that in the light of His countenance we
may perceive what is the debarring, the weakening and the enslaving

thing, and putting it away out of our life, be then where we can
receive !

CHRIST IN THE LIFE IS ENOUGH

MRS. F. HOWARDTAYLOR, CHINA

Two days ago my husband and I went as strangers into a

great city not far from here, where we knew no one. We were
received at the station by a man whom we had never seen before.

But as soon as he spoke to us and we stepped into the convey
ance, a strange, sweet sense came upon our hearts of something
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about that stranger, that drew us at once into the presence of

Jesus Christ. We looked at one another. He was a simple man,
not a man of much education, in humble circumstances in life.

We looked at one another and, speaking in Chinese, as we often

do, if we want to say something not to be understood by those

around us, we said :

&quot; What is this ? Jesus Christ is in this man s

life in a wonderful way.&quot; He took us to the home to which we
were going. It was a very simple, poor little home in a poor part
of that city, where a godly man was pouring out his life for the

poorest people around him there. We were shown into a small,

simply furnished home, and there our host met us and took our

hands in his, and his very presence blessed us. More than before

we felt that strange, sweet something that the presence of Jesus
Christ in a man s heart always brings. We stayed in that house

two days, and the sense of it just grew upon us in constant won
der. Wenever can thank God enough for taking us to that humble

home among those simple people, men in whose lives Jesus Christ

is living to-day.

Friends, this life is possible ! This is what the world needs

Jesus Christ living over again in you and in me. I know your
hearts feel as mine does now. I know that many of us must -be

feeling just what I am feeling, before some of us got so far away, so

out of touch with all these wonderful realities. Wehave come up
from our busy college lives

;
we have not had time, or have not made

time, for thought and prayer as we ought. The things that have

been spoken of here this afternoon are almost foreign to us, so far

are they from our experiences. It is a good thing to look facts in

the face and to see where we really stand
;

and in this first meeting
of our conference we should find out what is the deep need of our

own hearts, that we may begin where only blessing can begin, within.

I have been thinking to-day about a man whose experience per

haps expresses where many of us now are. Will you go back in

thought to the life and experience of Jacob? You remember how
he got away into that far-off country, and how through his own self-

will and the way that he took, he got into great trouble and sorrow ;

and after years away from God in Padan-aram, you remember how
the Lord spoke to him again and said to him, Arise, Jacob, and go
back to Beth-el

; go back to that place where you raised a pillar to

me and vowed a vow long years ago that perhaps you have almost

forgotten. Go back to that sacred spot of your first consecration

and first visions of God
; go back there and I will meet you again

and bless you. And you remember how Jacob went back, and what
were the troubles and difficulties of the way, and how it hardly
seemed as if he ever would get there, and how only at last, after

the idols and the ornaments and the follies and the sins had been put

away, he got back to that place Beth-el, and there God met him and

God said to him, Thy name is Jacob. He brought up all the



CHRIST IN THE LIFE IS ENOUGH II

story of the past, all the failure, the self-seeking, the self-energy

and disappointment wrapt up in that old name. God said to him:

Thy name is Jacob ; thy name shall not be called any more Jacob,

but Israel, a prince having power with God, because - and He

goes on immediately to reveal the power that lies behind that great

possible change and transformation.

God revealed Himself then by a new name, by which He had

not revealed Himself before. He said,
&quot;

Thy name shall be called

no more Jacob. I am El Shaddai, the Almighty God,&quot; the God
that is enough, enough even to transform Jacob into Israel, to change
all the weakness and failure of the past and make that man a prince

in power with God. This afternoon in our midst is El Shaddai,

the God that is enough. And what each one of us wants is to get

back into His presence, away from all the failure and the fears and

perhaps the carelessness and indifference that we brought up with

us to this conference; to get right into the presence of the God
that is enough. Divine principles do not change. He is still enough
to transform our lives and change us, whatever our present expe
riences may be.

I want to say a word or two about the possibilities before each

of us in our own experience and in blessing and power to others

through our lives. Our spiritual possibilities are measured by our

spiritual resources. And what are our spiritual resources to-day?

Why, simply all that He has and all that He is. The Infinite God,

He is our resource ;
and our possibilities are measured only by His

limitless power. It has been a great comfort to-day to remember

the Presence that we are gathered about, the presence of Jesus

Christ himself in our midst this afternoon, and to think of two beau

tiful words spoken about our life in Him.

May I recall to your mind that expression in the eighth chapter

of Romans and the second verse,
&quot; The law of the Spirit of life in

Christ Jesus&quot;
His life &quot;hath made me free from the law of

sin and death.&quot; Brothers and sisters here this afternoon, it does

not matter what may have bound us in the past, what memories we
have brought up here of failure and of weakness, as we search

ourselves in the light of God to-day. It does not matter what the

past record may have been, what our besetting sins and temptations

may be this afternoon, there is a higher law in Him ; saved by His life.

His life makes us free. Oh, how I love that word, free in Christ

Jesus ! And if we are in Christ at all this afternoon, that is our pos

session and we may claim and take it. Wemay quietly look in the

face all our failure, all our longings, all that seemed so impossible

to us of attainment, of power and blessing, and we may say,
&quot;

Yes,

free in Christ Jesus.&quot; Nothing can hold us down, nothing can bind

us, if we will take that place now this afternoon and claim what is

our possession, that we are free in Christ Jesus from all the

power of sin and self and of temptation. Put Jesus Christ between
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you and everything that is secret. Put Jesus Christ between you and
all the past, between you and all your own heart s weakness and need

;

put Jesus Christ between you and everything.
Let us believe this afternoon and rise up to claim as our pos

session this freedom in Christ Jesus. Just as, crossing the ocean
in some vessel that bears us to another shore, we can stand on the
deck of the ship and look at those tossing waves and think of the
fathomless depths of that water and realize that our lives are in

imminent peril ; nothing could save us from sinking if we were not
in that ship. But we can look at the waves all around and at the
endless expanse of heaving water, and we can realize that we are

perfectly safe in the ship that bears us along. And so to-day may
we not look at what would be impossible to us, at our temptations
and weaknesses and all the claims made upon us by the great life-

work that God has given us to do, and realize our utter weakness
and helplessness, and yet in Christ Jesus realize afresh how abso

lutely strong we are, and how free and safe and victorious we can
live that life and know that constant, abiding presence and power
of Jesus Christ. There is no reason why there should not be for

every one of us in this hall to-day an overflowing blessing that our
hearts shall not have room to receive, if we will only claim it for
Christ.

There is one other word which I want to say with that, Colos-
sians second, ninth verse. Not only are we free in Christ Jesus,
but we are something more

;
full in Christ Jesus,

&quot; For in Him
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily,&quot; and in Him we arc
made full. Dear friends, how we need to be full this afternoon, over

flowing with blessing. This great world is waiting for Jesus Christ.
The work to be done is superhuman and impossible apart from His
divine fulness. Wehave come here empty to wait before Him, that
His fulness may flow into our hearts. How wonderful it is to think-

that in Him this afternoon dwells all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily, and for us. How little we can realize what it means ! Oh,
that we might look at Jesus Christ, that the Holy Spirit might reveal

Jesus Christ to us until He rises and becomes greater and more
glorious and more wonderful than ever before in our eyes !

Not long ago an experiment was made with a fine telescope.
A sensitive plate was put under the lens and exposed to a little

portion of the Milky Way, as much of it as you could cover with a

quarter of a dollar held out as far as the hand could reach before
the eye. After three hours, hundreds and hundreds of stars, of suns,

sprang into light on the sensitive plate of that telescope. It was
exposed for six hours, and then 30,000 stars were shown there. It

was exposed for twelve hours and 100,000 stars shone out, every
one of them suns, centers of systems of their own. It was still ex

posed for twenty-four hours, and at the end of twenty-four hours

300,000 suns had been photographed there on that sensitive plate,
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a little fraction of the universe that He holds in His hand this after

noon. In Him is all the fulness, and in Him we are made full ! He
has said that if we would come to Him and open our hearts to Him,
we should never hunger, never thirst, never be weak or weary or rest

less or in darkness. He is here this afternoon in that infinite fulness
that is ours. All that He has is ours; all that He is is ours. We
are made free in Christ Jesus, full in Christ Jesus, with all that that
means.

Will you put with that one other thought, from the fifth chapter
of Romans, seventeenth verse :

&quot; For if by one man s offence death

reigned by one
;

much more they which receive abundance of grace
and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ.&quot; There lies the whole secret. The abundance of grace is

here for us to receive this afternoon, and there is not one of us that
need go away from this place without being lifted above ourselves
and our past and all our weaknesses to that place of reigning in

life through Jesus Christ. There is the true manhood
;

there is the
true womanhood

;
there is the secret of power to bless a waiting

world. Brothers and sisters, we must get to that place here at the

beginning of our conference, that place of reigning in life in

Christ Jesus, triumphant in our own hearts, victorious over all that

would drag us down and make us helpless to bless others. Let us

now, in the closing moments of this meeting, search our own hearts
before God, facing the facts of our failure and impotence, waiting
before Him that He may show us where we are in His sight and

remembering that He is still El Shaddai, the God that is enough.
He is the God that can take us up and transform our lives, just as He
transformed the life of that man long ago, making us free and full

in Christ Jesus, leading us from this place to reign in life, that

through us and from us may flow rivers of blessing, of living power,
to the uttermost ends of the earth. Only so can this conference be
what God intends it to be, what we long that it should be, a

blessing that shall shake the Christian Church, that shall reach out
until only in eternity shall we discover where and how far it shall

extend.
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EDUCATIONALINSTITUTIONS RECRUITING CENTERS
AND A TRAINING GROUND

THE RIGHT REV. ARTHURSWEATMAN,D.D., D.C.L., BISHOP OF TORONTO

THE conception of enlisting the student body of Christendom

into a vast army to furnish volunteers for the evangelization of the

world is a true inspiration and a splendid one. The student age is

that of enthusiasms and emulation. Student pursuits widen the

horizon of life s outlook and kindle aspirations that are high and

outreaching; and student companionship fosters in like minds lofty

and noble impulses. It is this which makes our universities and

colleges a grand recruiting ground for missionaries and missionary

sympathizers.
I do not forget that I was once a student. There was no Student

Volunteer Movement in those days, but there was a great deal of

very fervent missionary spirit among Cambridge undergraduates.
Of my own intimates, I recall many who heard the call and responded
with the consecration of themselves to the foreign field. Gell, my
college tutor, forty years Bishop of Madras; Saumarez Smith, Fellow

of Trinity, who went out with him and is now Archbishop of Sydney ;

Cheetham,of Christ s, who became Bishop of Sierra Leone; Speedily,
of St. John s, who went to Travancore, of which he became Bishop ;

Batty, Fellow of Emmanuel, Second Wrangler, who went to India;

Shackell, Fellow of Pembroke, Tenth Wrangler, who went to Agra;
Roger Clark, of Trinity, who joined his well-known brother, Robert

Clark, in Peshawur
; Storrs, of St. Catherine s, who went to Jaunpur ;

and many other names I might mention, not to forget Wigram, of

Trinity College, and Long, Fellow of Corpus, Secretaries of the

Church Missionary Society. To most of you these are only names ;

but in the annals of the Church Missionary Society they hold a very

high place. Undoubtedly the missionary devotion of these men was

largely the fruit of student influences.

Most heartily, therefore, can I rejoice in this Movement,
rejoice not only for the organization itself, as most wise and full of

promise to the missionary cause, but especially for the principle on
which it is founded.

You have seized upon the true significance of the great com
mand. The duty which it has laid upon the Church is to preach the

gospel to every creature, and you have rightly laid it down that this

command can be carried out, and that, by the grace of God, within

17
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this generation. You have accepted it in its plain sense and have
not confused with it the transcendent issue of the conversion of the

world
;

that belongs to God and must be left in faith to the operation
of His Holy Spirit, blessing the preaching of the Word.

To proclaim the One Name under heaven whereby we must be
saved until all men everywhere have heard it, *is the great object
which you have leagued yourselves together to accomplish. And
this, by our blessed Lord s own commission, is the primary duty
of every individual Christian as such and of all the sections of the

professing Christian Church.
In this plain, paramount duty, co-operation is not only possible,

but free from all difficulty and above all criticism or objection. It

offers no occasion for differences
;

it is a common meeting ground
on which all who desire the extension of Christ s Kingdom on earth

can frankly join hands and lay heart to heart, however widely they

may differ on questions of Church government, forms of worship,

dogmatic theology, or even Biblical interpretation. In this agree
ment to preach the gospel is one undeniable opportunity at least

of practicing and putting to the proof that which to all faithful

hearted followers of the Lord is their most devout aspiration, the

bringing together in one the separated members of the body of Christ.

Herein do I, with you, greatly rejoice.
It is a satisfaction to me to know that speaking thus in the posi

tion which I occupy, I have the sanction of the highest Church

authority which I am bound to respect. At the last Lambeth Con
ference in 1897, where were assembled 200 Bishops of the Anglican
Communion throughout the world quorum parva pars fui a

resolution presented in a report of a committee of fifty-seven Bishops
was adopted by the whole Conference, cordially endorsing and com
mending the Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions;
and further at the memorable Convention of this Volunteer Union,
held two years ago in London, the Bishop (Creighton) gave one
of the addresses of welcome and the Archbishop of Canterbury was
one of the cordially approving speakers.

But I believe that I can appeal to a greater example than that

of church rulers. When St. Paul in his prison heard that certain

of the brethren in Philippi were preaching Christ of envy and strife,

his answer was :

&quot; What then ? notwithstanding, every way, whether
in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached ;

and I therein do rejoice,

yea, and will rejoice.&quot; How much more may we believe would he

rejoice in this Movement, whereby, though with diversity of thought
and denominational allegiance, yet in the agreement of sincerity and

truth, Christ is preached.
The note, however, of your Movement which differentiates it

from all other missionary organizations is that it is an association of

students of both sexes. The great value of this feature is apparent on
two considerations. In the first place, you are still in the course of
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preparation for your future life s work. I am addressing the students

present. The career for which God designs you in the world will

indicate itself very much in your studies and in the taste, fitness,

capacity for this or that path in life, which they develop in you. It

is a period of testing what you are worth, of weighing and measuring

your powers ;
and if you are earnest and honest in using these indica

tions, there will be little danger of your mistaking your calling. In

this matter of a missionary vocation, in particular, it sometimes

happens that a young person enters upon it inconsiderately, in the

ardor of enthusiasm, without inquiring whether he possesses the

necessary qualifications of mind and body and temperament. Your
student life will give you opportunities of discovering whether you
are so fitted for successful work in foreign fields before you offer

yourself as a volunteer; and if you feel that by such fitness God
has manifestly given you the call, then henceforth you will draw
all your studies that way. Your college course will afford you great
facilities for training yourself especially for missionary work. And
the mission field stands as much in need of specially trained workers

as any other sphere of activities. If your gift is for languages you
will make that branch your special study; if you have a talent for

medicine or surgery, you will seek your equipment in that faculty;

if, being a female student, you find that you have a vocation for

nursing and hospital work, you will enter the same faculty for prac
tical instruction in those invaluable adjuncts of the more spiritual

efforts of the missionary. And thus we look that the students who
volunteer will go out to their evangelizing work, not only with a

burning love for Christ and for souls in their hearts, but with an

equipment of sound knowledge, good judgment and practical expe
rience.

Then, again, you approach the missionary question from the

student point of view ;
this is of great value. Many problems pre

sent themselves in the mission field which require to be patiently

thought out by trained minds, habituated to strict and severe study.

Indeed the whole subject, the history of missions at large, with

all that is cognate to it, needs to be taken up in the student spirit.

I think it very much to be desired that in all our schools of divinity

this subject should be given a recognized place in the curriculum of

studies.

I esteem it a great privilege to have been permitted to address

a few words of welcome to this magnificent representation of higher

education, in delegated professors and students from 500 schools of

learning in all parts of this continent and beyond.
I welcome you most heartily to Toronto because it is a center of

university and college life and of active, earnest missionary effort.

I welcome you still further because of the influence which the hold

ing of this Convention must, by the grace of God, be expected to

exercise in this place. Our students cannot but profit in deepened
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experience, in wider knowledge and in greatly quickened enthusiasm

from the addresses and discussions to which it will be their privilege
to listen.

I welcome you further because the spirit of Christian unity and

evangelistic fervor which will breathe forth in the utterances of the

Convention, together with the much and concerted prayer which will

go up to God, cannot fail to bring down from Him abundant blessing

upon our people and act as an inspiration on the spiritual life of all

the churches.

Finally, I pray that the spirit of wisdom and holy zeal may be

shed largely upon this Convention ;
that the presence of the Lord

Jesus Christ may be felt among you as a power ;
and that the cause

which you have at heart may be greatly advanced, so that numbers
of the students here gathered may hear the call and volunteer for

the work, and so the glorious consummation be hastened when &quot;

the

earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover

the sea.&quot;

MISSIONS A BLESSING TO EDUCATIONAL INSTITU
TIONS

PRINCIPAL WILLIAM CAVEN, D.D., LL.D., TORONTO

I CANonly repeat the welcome which the Bishop of Toronto has

extended to the members of this Convention. I very specially desire

to welcome its members who come from the United States of

America. It is a great delight to us in Canada to meet with our

brethren from the United States, and to reciprocate the kindly feel

ing toward Canada and toward our mother country of which there

is so abundant evidence in our sister land.

I desire to welcome you as representing the very highest form
of Christian service which our Master has entrusted to us, the

highest, indeed, in which it is possible for men to engage. If we
ask what is the greatest thing in the world, the answer cannot be

doubtful. It is that blessed Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ, which shall endure forever. For this Kingdom, indeed, the

world was created.

During the old dispensation darkness covered the whole earth,

we may say, with the exception of one little country; but even

then the prophetic voice declared that the knowledge of the Lord
should cover the earth as the waters do the sea, that the people
should be all righteous, that the Kingdom and the dominion

and the greatness of the Kingdom under the whole heaven should

be given to the people of the saints of the Most High. To the

Messiah, in whom these promises are fulfilled, it was said :

&quot;

I
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shall give thee the heathen for thy inheritance, and the uttermost

parts of the earth for thy possession.&quot; Our blessed Lord s per
sonal ministry upon earth was confined almost entirely to that

small nation to which I have referred; but before His ascension

He said to His Apostles that they should be His witnesses in

Jerusalem, in all Judea, in Samaria and unto the uttermost parts

of the earth. And we rejoice to remember that all power in heaven

and on earth was given to Him that these promises might be fulfilled.

The seer of the Apocalypse beholds all this accomplished, and he

hears the cry in heaven that
&quot;

the kingdoms of this world are become

the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ.&quot; What indeed is the

great hope of the Christian Church? Nay, we might ask what is

it that the world with outstretched neck longs to see? It is &quot;the

manifestation of the sons of God,&quot; the complete manifestation of

them, the complete establishment of that blessed kingdom that shall

endure forever. This is the jubilee of the world; and when this

time comes, all earthly history will be viewed in the light of its

relation to this great consummation.
One cannot look upon such an audience as this without very

deep emotion. We see here hundreds of young persons who have

consecrated their lives to the Lord, and who are prepared to go
wherever the Master shall call them to be His witnesses. Some
of you may not be permitted to carry the message of grace to the

heathen nations
;

we trust a very large number will. But in the

case of all it is in your hearts. The Master whom you love knows

this, and whether you serve Him at home or abroad, He will be

with you and will make you sharers in the advancement of His

Kingdom, and you will finally share in the triumph which is

coming.
But sometimes it is said, I have heard it said even since it

was known that this Convention was to honor us with its presence,
What is the need of this Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign
Missions? Is it not a fact that we have more persons, both male

and female, offering for the foreign field than the churches find

means to send? And if so, why apply exceeding pressure to increase

that number? I would answer, that it is very largely through the

influence of this Movement that we have such an abundant supply
of most excellent candidates for missionary work. I would say
further that God who by His blessed Spirit, we trust, has put into

the hearts of those hundreds the desire to serve Him in the foreign

field, will we trust open the way for them in His own good time.

The Spirit of God dwells in the Church, His constant presence

develops its life and regulates all the outgoings of that life. And
if He has put it in the hearts of these young persons to devote them
selves to this work, we cannot doubt that He will provide the means
to equip and send them forth. May we not expect that through this

large Convention many persons will be stimulated to a measure of
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liberality which they had not reached before? I pray to God that

it may soon be so in regard to the whole Church.
It is the influence which it is fitted to have, and which in large

measure it is having at the present time, in our colleges and uni
versities and our theological schools as well. I think the vindication

of the student missionary movement may be found in this fact, even
if there were no other vindication of it. Unless all information is

unreliable, it is telling powerfully upon the religious life of our

higher educational establishments. And they require such an influ

ence as this to help them under the difficulties and dangers that

beset them. Wehave in almost all our higher institutions of learn

ing, young persons of both sexes who are connected with this

Movement, some who are officers in it, others again who are mem
bers of it, and visits are paid to these educational establishments by
your excellent agents from time to time. You will pardon me for

saying that the theological school with which I am connected has
been visited more than once by some of these devoted agents, and
the impression left has been wholly for good. Interest in God s

work, both at home and abroad, has been deepened ;
because I love

to think that God s work is one and that the work abroad can never

prejudice the work at home, and that the work at home can never
hinder the work abroad.

It is very obvious how the entrance of such a Movement into

our educational establishments must affect their religious life. I

have no charge to bring against our higher institutions of learning
in Canada or similar institutions in the United States. I know that

among the students and in the professorate of these institutions

we have large numbers, not simply of pious men, but men that are

deeply interested in the missionary cause. Yet some movement of

this kind is needed. I shall not say that study in itself is unfriendly
to spiritual life; I think faithful study is helpful to spiritual life.

But there are many things in the atmosphere of a college or univer

sity may I not even say of a theological college ? that tend
to keep the atmosphere cold

;
so that unless there be some distinctly

religious force in active operation, it is almost inevitable that the

tone of religious life should be depressed. And I thank God that this

institution comes into our colleges and universities not simply seek

ing to find recruits for foreign missions, but bringing before many
thousands of students the supreme question of consecrating their

hearts to the Redeemer, of consecrating their lives and energies to

His service, of being prepared to forsake all and follow Him. It

is not possible for men such as your agents to advocate foreign mis
sions without bringing these deep questions before seminaries and

colleges ;
and they do that, and hence these colleges are largely in

debted to them for the increase of spiritual life which we believe

manifests itself on both sides of the line.

God grant that all of us who put our hand to this work may do it
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with true consecration to Him that loved us and gave Himself for

us. There cannot be too much zeal. There is no fear of* zeal if it is

true zeal, ever becoming excessive. May the presence of the unseen

Savior be with this great Convention in every part of its work. May
all of us who are privileged to attend its meetings be refreshed and

strengthened; and may this city, which so heartily welcomes our

brethren, whether from the United States or from other parts of

Canada, receive large blessings, so that we may look back for many
days with devout gratitude to the visit which our beloved brethren

make us at this time.

THE INSPIRATION AND BLESSEDNESSOF THE MIS
SIONARY ENTERPRISE

REV. JOHN POTTS, D.D., TORONTO

TORONTOhas welcomed many visitors, individual and organized,

representing interests varied and important; but taking all things

into account our city never welcomed a more influential body than

the Student Volunteer Movement. We of all the churches and of

the city unite in saying
&quot; Welcome !

&quot;

with all our hearts.

The evening, however, must not be spent in complimentary

generalities, however appropriate and pleasing it might be so to do.

The keynote of the Convention should be struck to-night, and I sup

pose I might say that the keynote should be
&quot; The World for Christ.&quot;

Two great Conventions relating to the world s evangelization are in

the minds of those present, one held not long ago in the city of New
York in 1900, and the other this grandly representative gathering.

The first represented the missionary veterans from all lands and,

therefore, the historic aspect of missions ; while this Convention

may be regarded as representing the prophetic, which I trust will

soon turn prophecy into history.

This Convention has to do with the supreme business of the

Church of the living God. Everything else undertaken by the

Church in the way of philanthropy, or what is now popularly called

applied Christianity, is subordinate to the great work of the world s

evangelization. The magnitude of the evangelization of the world

is large, very large, even to the faith of the Church; but to those

who view it along natural lines it is appalling, yea, almost im

possible. A young minister once said to the Duke of Wellington
that the difficulties were so many and so great in the way of the

world s conversion that he had about come to the conclusion that

it was impossible. The grand old Iron Duke looked the immature

parson in the face and said,
&quot;

Young man, you have received your
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marching orders.&quot; The Church is not responsible for success, but
it is responsible for obedience to its Divine Lord and Master, who
said on the mountain in Galilee,

&quot;

All power is given unto me in

heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations,
or make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,&quot; and &quot;

Lo, I

am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.&quot;

In these days of gross materialism, of abounding worldliness
even among professors of the Lord Jesus, it is gloriously significant
to see the brainy young manhood of our colleges organizing for the

conquest of the world for Christ. While it is lamentably true that

the supreme business of the Church has been wofully neglected,
that we have been doing little more than playing with missions,

yet there is much to encourage those who seek to carry out the

instructions of Christ Jesus the Lord. Forgetting the things that

are behind, I may say that this is the brightest day in the history
of missions. The great cause which we are representing never had
as many advocates, never had as many supporters, never had as

many who felt the responsibility and privilege of stewardship,
never sent as many prayers to heaven, and never had as many repre
sentatives in the field of the world as at the present day.

The spirit of missions, which by interpretation is the spirit of

Christ, is growing as never before. We must grasp the grandeur
of this subject from its supernatural standpoint. The missionary
cause is not of man s devising, and therefore the measure of its suc
cess is not bounded by the measure of human wit and wisdom.
This cause has a supernatural message which is inspired and

accompanied by the Divine Spirit ;
therefore the faith of the Church

should take into account the Divine purpose and the Divine accom

paniment in the fulfilment of the commission to preach the gospel
to every creature.

Obstacles and difficulties are many and great. From a merely
human standpoint they seem to be impossible of removal and of

overcoming, but they have all been surveyed and they shall all be
surmounted. Hebrew prophecy seems to have taken all this into

account when the glorious, inspiring words were written :

&quot;

Every
valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made
low : and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places

plain : and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall

see it together : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.&quot;

In this, as in every other form of Christian service, we need
to be repeatedly reminded,

&quot; Not by might, nor by power, but by
my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.&quot; There is great reason to thank
God that so many skilled workmen, that so many cultured heads
and consecrated hearts, are turning their attention to the glorious
work of evangelizing the heathen nations. And yet with all the

culture and with all the consecration, there is need that we act



BLESSEDNESSOF THE MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE 25

upon the principle that success depends upon the presence and
power and gracious co-operation of the third person of the ador
able Trinity. There is much comfort in the thought that whatever
degree of talent we may bring to the work of the Lord, whether
that talent be natural or acquired, we may all have with us in the

study of the Word, in the proclamation of the gospel and in indi
vidual dealing with souls, the Holy Spirit as our teacher and helper.

The great need of the Church at home and of the missionary
in the field is a mighty baptism of the Holy Spirit. I do not under
value the need of information concerning the nations to be evan
gelized. I do not underestimate the need of wise organization
and adaptation of agents to the varied work of evangelization and
education in heathen lands; yet we may have information and
organization and rare adaptation of agency, but without the Spirit
it will be as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. Let us rejoice
in the thought that we are living in the dispensation of the Holy
Spirit; that here and now, without ten days waiting, the Pentecost
in all its spiritual power may come to us in richer measure than
ever before.

&quot; Assembled here with one accord,
Calmly we wait the promised grace,

The purchase of our dying Lord;
Come, Holy Ghost, and fill the place.&quot;

What shall be the outcome of this Student Volunteer Con
vention? The outlook is bright with the light of prophecy and
promise. We do well to study ancient prophecy and the covenant
promises of the word of the living God

;
we do well to climb those

Alpine heights of Hebrew prophecy and look out upon the coming
glory of the increasing Kingdom of Him whose right it is to reign
from the River unto the ends of the earth. We live too much on
the low ground. Let us ascend the mount, for there is moral
bracing in the atmosphere of sacred prophecy. Listen to Isaiah:
&quot; And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of
the Lord s house shall be established in the top of the mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow
unto it.&quot;
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MR. JOHN R. MOTT, M.A., NEWYORK

ON behalf of the students and professors of the universities,

colleges, theological seminaries and other institutions of higher

learning of the United States and Canada, on behalf of the mem
bers and secretaries of the various missionary boards and of the

missionaries from many lands, on behalf of the editors of the

religious press and of the leaders of the various movements among
young men and young women, I take great pleasure in initiating our

expression of appreciation of the hearty and kindly greeting which

you have extended to us this evening. Wehave been impressed,
not only by your words of welcome, but also by the large and

inspiring thoughts which you have brought before us
;

and at this

time we would record our appreciation, not only of the cordiality

and kindliness of this public welcome and greeting, but also of that

thoughtful consideration, sympathy and love which have prompted
all that you have done and are doing on our behalf in the homes
and churches and colleges of this city. The Christian institutions

of Toronto, the stand Toronto has taken on questions that pertain
to morality and religion, the religious life of the city, as well as

its hospitality, are well and widely known throughout the United

States and in all parts of the Dominion of Canada.
There is no better proof which we could afford you to-night

of the genuineness of our appreciation of the sincerity of your wel

come than the presence of the large numbers of us who have assem
bled here in response to your invitation. For, let me remind you
once more, this is a notable conference in point of numbers. It

stands, and probably will stand for years, as the largest student

convention ever held, not only in North America, but in the world.

It has a significance, too, far more important than that of numbers.

Assembled in this Convention are the men who represent the coming
Christian leadership of the United States and Canada

;
for from the

ranks of the Christian students, who are represented here to-night,

are to come the leaders in every realm of thought and action in these

two great countries.

This is a significant Convention also in that it shows the strength
of the hold that Christianity has upon our institutions of higher

learning. There could be no more satisfying evidence, for, as Arch

bishop Whately said : &quot;If my faith be false, I am bound to change
26
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it
; whereas, if it be true, I am bound to propagate it.&quot; There is no

more convincing proof that men can give of the grip that the Chris

tian verities have on their lives, than their willingness to go to the

ends of the earth and to lay down their lives for the propagation of

the gospel of the Son of God.
This Convention makes plain and impressive, as you have

already pointed out to us this evening, that an intellectual life, that

student pursuits, are not inconsistent with deep interest and active

participation in spiritual and practical Christian movements. I

presume we will all agree that there is no enterprise being prosecuted
in the world to-day, which illustrates the practical spirit and which
at the same time exhibits spirituality more strikingly than the for

eign missionary movement.
This is a notable gathering in that we have here the leadership

of the present aggressive forces of Christianity, not only in that we
have so many of the young here, but also, and more especially,
because we have in our midst the honored representatives and leaders

of practically all the leading missionary organizations of these

two countries. I say this stands for aggressive Christianity,
because these organizations are not only in sympathy with possessing
North America for God, but in disseminating among less favored

countries and races the inestimable blessings which we have
received.

Let it be emphasized here to-night and from session to session

in this Convention and through the press, both secular and religious,
that this Convention is a mighty protest and challenge to the anti-

missionary spirit of criticism, unbelief and indifference which have
cast their cold spell over this continent, especially as the result of

the terrible experiences of the Church in North China within the

past two years. I believe that just as the Ecumenical Missionary
Conference, which convened in New York, prepared the Church
for the fearful ordeal through which she was to pass and the

great strain to which she was to be subjected, so the Toronto Vol
unteer Convention will help to restore confidence in the missionary
movement and inspire hopefulness in the entire Church of God of

North America.
One other aspect of the meaning of this Convention is that it

accentuates so blessedly our oneness in Jesus Christ. Assembled
here are members of over fifty divisions and branches of the

Church of Christ. The divisions have disappeared. High over all

the peculiarities that may divide us stands our common faith, and,
above all, our common Lord. The different political divisions of

Canada and the United States are forgotten in this conference.

Except as a matter of convenience, the names of the States and
Provinces on the placards in this hall might better be taken down,
because they have no meaning to us during these days. These
two great countries, each with its individuality and independence
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and each with its providential mission, here find an exhibition of
their real spiritual unity in their Lord. Recently, as I traveled
from nation to nation on a world-wide journey, I was convinced
even more strongly than ever before of the wonderful destiny before
the great British Empire and the Republic of America if they walk

together, and also with the thought that they are being animated

by common religious ideas and ideals, and that they are standing
for introducing into the unevangelized nations and setting at work
among the depressed and neglected races, those influences which
alone can ameliorate the condition of mankind, build up a truly

lasting civilization and make possible the evangelization of the

world. And I have come back with a larger grip of faith than ever
in the possibility of evangelizing the world in this generation. If

the Christians of the United States, Canada, the British Isles, Ger
many, Scandinavia, Holland, France, Switzerland, Australasia and
South Africa give themselves to the task with intelligence, earnest

ness and faith, within the lifetime of many delegates at this Con
vention an adequate opportunity can and will be given to all people
to know Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord.
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WHY SHOULD THE MAKING OF JESUS CHRIST
KNOWNTO ALL PEOPLE BE THE COMMANDING
PURPOSEIN THE LIFE OF EVERYCHRISTIAN?

REV. J. ROSS STEVENSON, D.D., NEWYORK

THE goal of history is the redemption of the world. The con
summation of all missionary endeavor will be when the knowledge
of Jesus Christ has become universal. Hence the aim of missions

is to make Jesus Christ known to every creature, so that he may
have an intelligent opportunity to accept Him as his Savior. We
ought to be thankful at the very beginning of this conference for

the knowledge of Christ which already prevails throughout the

world. We think of the multitudes out of all nations and kindreds

and peoples and tongues, who have received the message of life and

rejoice in him who is the Truth. Let any one consult the
&quot; Cen

tennial Survey of Foreign Missions,&quot; which Dr. Dennis has just

completed, and he will certainly conclude that the Church has not

been altogether idle, but on the contrary has done nobly in many
particulars, and he will agree that the missionary achievements of the

past century should lead us to thank God and take courage. And
yet it must be admitted that the past triumphs of the Church in the

way of missionary endeavor represent the work of a few for the

rescue of the many, and not of the whole Church at work for all

people. The obligation to make Christ known has been felt by a

comparatively small number of the thirty or forty millions of evan

gelical Christians. The work of the Church has been thus far

too particularistic, and there is need to-day of a broad missionary
universalism. The duty of making Christ known to all people has
its corollary in every Christian s making him known. We cannot
discriminate between those who should and should not have the

knowledge of Christ, for the need of it is universal
;

and if the

Church has the Savior s compassion for the lost, she will love the

people of Africa or China as much as the people of Canada or the

United States. Nor can we differentiate between the Christians

who are responsible for sending the gospel to the unsaved and
those who are not. The impression is common that only the more
pious and zealous Christians should be witnesses, and that active

personal work cannot be expected of the average church member.
But I am here to maintain that to make Christ known should be
the commanding purpose in the life of every Christian.
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The great commission should bear directly upon the life pur
pose of every disciple of the Lord. The command of Christ, Go
and make disciples of all nations, if it means anything to us to-day
spells the duty, not of those who are called to be leaders but of

the whole Church. The early Christians understood their Master s

meaning, and when they were scattered abroad, they carried out the

instructions of their risen Lord. This was the interpretation which
the Holy Spirit put upon our Savior s last words

;
and to-day when

ever He moves mightily in any community, and the Church is con
scious of His presence and power as led by Him, Christians begin
at once to think of the unevangelized, and devise means for making
Christ known unto others. When we grant that it is the duty of

the Church to carry the gospel to every creature, we lay a burden
of responsibility upon every Christian. The Church is the body
of Christ and every regenerate man is a member of it, so that what
affects the whole touches the several parts. Weare taught by the

Scriptures, and our own observation confirms the teaching, that

there are diversities of gifts to be found among the people of God,
the Holy Spirit dividing to every man severally as He will. Each
has received a gift or gifts which he holds in stewardship for the

Lord, and which are to be used in carrying out the divine purpose.
This means that each can contribute something, however small it

may be, to the work of the Church. Christians with their gifts

correspond to the different members of the body, some more

important than others, yet each indispensible to the perfection and

highest efficiency of the whole body, the Church.
Christ furnishes the mind which plans and the will which directs.

He is the seat of authority, of intelligent volition. The activities

of the Church are under His control, and when He says
&quot;

Go,&quot; every
member must move forward. It often happens that the hand or the

foot lacks the strength to carry out the mind s intentions
; but Christ

through the Spirit imparts to every member of His Church the

power needed to obey His orders. If this be true, no Christian

can be exempt from any service which Christ requires of the whole
Church. When He, our Sovereign Head, to whom all authority
has been given, commands, the whole body must respond at once,
and for any one to fail of co-operation, argues that he does not

stand in right relation to the Savior, that something is interfering
so that the mind of Christ is not properly communicated, or that

he has become a lifeless or a paralyzed member of the Church.
What is the great thought of Christ with reference to those

who know Him not ? What is the supreme purpose which He would
have His body carry out? We find it in that categorical imperative
which sums up all other injunctions and commands,

&quot; Go ye there

fore and teach all nations.&quot; To escape from these marching orders

of the Church, one must separate himself from the very body of

Christ and wilfully disregard the mind of the Master. When we
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think of Christ s commanding purpose that all men should know
Him; when we think of the world-wide work of missions which
President Harrison has called

&quot;

the most influential and enduring
work that is being done in this day of great enterprises

&quot;

; when
we think of the consummation toward which all things are tending,
when the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of God, as the
waters cover the sea, we realize that every Christian must come into
line with Christ s plan and thus serve his day and generation
according to the will of God. The Prince Consort Albert is reported
to have once said : Find out the plan of God in your generation.
Do not cross His plan, but drop into your own place in it. What is

the plan of Jesus Christ for the world to-day? Is it intellectual

development and advance in human knowledge as an end in itself?
Is it the increase of commerce and wealth which will exhaust
themselves in making men rich? Surely not. His supreme and
ruling purpose is to regenerate mankind; and your aim in life, what
ever it may be, is worthy in proportion as it contributes to making
Christ everywhere known.

More than this, if one be really joined to Christ and is a member
of His body, the authoritative command of the Lord should take
internal form and become an inward impulse of love to Him who
has redeemed us. We should have not only the mind of Christ,
but His desire. What He requires us to do we wish to do. His
love constraineth us. That is to say His love dwells in us, floods
our very souls so that we have the heart of Christ, and our desires
have their natural expression in the doing of His will. Christ s

longing to redeem ought not to seem strange or foreign to us,
but should have its counterpart in a compassion for sinning, suf
fering men, who are scattered as sheep having no shepherd. If
the love of Christ constrains each Christian as it should, the need
of the unevangelized millions will appeal to him as it did to the
man of Galilee, and will turn his life purpose in the direction of
making Christ known. This will certainly be so, if he really appre
ciates what the knowledge of Christ means to him. Paul counted
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ.
He would rather know Christ than apprehend anything else, and
when the risen Savior was revealed to him, he began immediately
at Damascus and then at Jerusalem, and throughout the coasts of
Judea, and then everywhere among the Gentiles, to communicate
his God-given knowledge, so as to turn them from darkness to

light. Such is the Christian s chief possession and the world s

greatest need.

The knowledge of Christ is what the soul craves, and it alone
can satisfy our religious needs. When any one learns to know
Christ, makes His personal acquaintance, there comes a joy into
his life, which no secular learning, no earthly gain can impart. We
know something perhaps of the joy of discovery, of the mental
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satisfaction which comes with the consciousness that we have found
what we long have looked for. It is related of the great Scotch

surgeon, Sir James Simpson, that he was once approached by a

young man who wished to compliment him by asking what he

regarded his greatest discovery, and the simple reply of this eminent
scientist was,

&quot; My greatest discovery is that I am a great sinner,
and that Jesus is a great Savior.&quot; Most of us here have made
this same precious discovery, and we know the joy and the peace
of believing on Him. But do we realize how dark and dreary, how
wretched and helpless this world would be to us, without the knowl
edge of Christ? The joy of this saving knowledge should make us
break the bonds of isolation and selfishness and publish every
where what great things Jesus hath done for us. If He is every
thing to you and to me, He may be everything to any man, and who
so needs to hear of Christ has an inescapable claim upon us. We
have something to impart, and the woe is upon us if we do not give it

to our brothers who are perishing for the want of it.

If the love of Christ is a constraining power in any man s life

it will compel him to give of what he possesses to satisfy his

brother s need. Of this appalling need, no Christian can long
remain in ignorance in these latter days. Fifty years ago the ordi

nary church member had some excuse for not knowing the condition
of the heathen world. There were few missionary books. The
opportunity to hear a returned missionary was rare, and even the

clergy knew comparatively little of the regions beyond. But that
is not true to-day. The information at hand is adequate. Every
Christian student who claims to be an educated man, ought to be
well acquainted with missionary fields and know the helpless,
hopeless condition of his brothers across the sea. And the Christian
in these days who has never had placed before him the needs of
the great world-wide mission field, has either lived in hermetical
seclusion, or his pastor has been guilty of criminal neglect. Know
ing the need and knowing the remedy, the love of Christ should
fill up the breach and bring every Christian into sympathetic and
helpful touch with the humanity which awaits redemption.

There is another consideration to be added which is, that the
life of each Christian, in order to be vigorous and fruitful, needs
to go out in service to those for whom Christ died. Napoleon
once said,

&quot;

It is a maxim in the military art that the army which
remains ig its entrenchments is beaten.&quot; The non-missionary
Church sins against its own best interests and is inviting defeat.
A stay-at-home Christianity is not real Christianity at all. The
guaranty of Christ s abiding presence is consecration to the world s

evangelization. The &quot;

Lo, I am with you alway,&quot; is conditioned
upon,

&quot; Go ye, and disciple all nations.&quot; The Church which dis
obeys this command insults Christ and cannot survive. This has
been illustrated over and over again in the history of the Kingdom.
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The Churches even of Apostolic foundation, which became self-

centered and disobedient to the Master s will, decayed and died, and
only those have continued, which have heeded the commands of
their risen Lord. It is ever so, for

&quot;

there is that scattereth and yet
increaseth, and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it

tendeth to poverty
&quot;

;
and in the whole economy of grace no pro

vision is found whereby a Church can be made healthy, strong and
prosperous when the world s evangelization is neglected or ignored.

What is true of the Church is true of every Christian. He
has been redeemed by and lives in and exists for a missionary
Savior, whose example he strives to imitate, and whose commands
he professes to obey. How can he be loyal to his Lord and grow in

grace and secure spiritual wealth, if by his indifference and inac

tivity he is crossing the divine purpose, resisting the divine call and
running counter to the clear line of development in the Kingdom
of God? Indeed we may unhesitatingly assert that if the spiritual
life of any Christian does not flow out in streams of blessing and
power to the unsaved, it becomes sluggish and stagnant. It is a
serious question how the heathen can be saved if we do not send
them the gospel. But a more serious question still is, how can we
be saved if we do not make Christ known to them. It requires active
service for Christ to keep the spiritual life strong and vigorous and
our religious experience fresh and fruitful. This great truth of
the Kingdom is illustrated in the saintly lives and holy characters
of missionaries in all ages. Those who have attained to the highest
spiritual stature in Christ, who have made the nearest approach
to the measure of his fulness, have been the men and women who,
filled with the true missionary spirit and enterprise, have been
instruments in making him known to others. Since the obligation
rests upon every Christian to grow in grace, to become like Christ,
to apprehend that for which he was laid hold of by Christ Jesus,
it follows that this indispensible means must be used, and that every
disciple of the Lord must tell to others what he has heard and seen
and knows to be true.

There is still another reason why every Christian should be

actively engaged in making Christ known. This would so multiply
agents as to speedily accomplish the missionary task of the Church.
To carry the gospel to every creature is indeed a formidable under
taking. There are at least 750,00x3,000 people who have not had
an opportunity to learn of Jesus Christ, and we cannot ignore the
difficulties which are in the way of reaching many of these. Where
the proclamation of our King has gone, the forces of darkness are

arraying themselves against the further spread of Christianity ;
and

instead of a guerilla warfare, there is a great conflict between the

antagonistic forces, whose battle cries are &quot;

for or against Christ.&quot;

But if the whole Church comes up to the help of the Lord against
the mighty, the issue cannot be doubtful. As Principle Cairns said
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in the closing hours of his life :

&quot; Weare engaged in a great con

flict, in which, if we all unite, there will be a great victory.&quot; When
we compute the whole membership of the Church to-day and con

trast it with the small number of early disciples who turned the

world upside down; when we estimate the resources now in the

hands of Christian people, and all the facilities at their disposal;
above all, when we think of the divine equipment of the Church,
the Word of God, quick and powerful, sharper than any two-edged
sword, the Holy Spirit with us to-day and able to shake whole com
munities with Pentecostal upheaval, we are convinced that if every
Christian made the missionary aim the commanding purpose of

his life, it would hardly take the twenty years which Simeon Calhoun
estimated would be sufficient to utter the story of the Cross in the

ears of every living man. George Fox used to say,
&quot;

Every Friend

ought to light up the community for ten miles around him.&quot; Surely

every Christian should have that amount of illuminating power,
and instead of congesting this light in a few places, let it be prop
erly distributed throughout the world, and as a result the sunshine

of heaven s revealed love would penetrate to the darkest corners of

the earth. When Christ said,
&quot; Ye are the light of the world,&quot; he

surely meant that every Christian should be a luminary, and com
bine with every other Christian to chase the shades of night away.

Wemay not expect to see all the older Christians, whose life

purposes have become fixed, rally to the idea of world-wide evan

gelization. Our hopes must turn very largely to the younger gen
eration, whose plans for the future are now being determined. It

is estimated that there are throughout the world 600,000 students

who are going to exert a tremendous power for good or for evil

in their day and generation. Of this number about 70,000 are asso

ciated in the World s Student Christian Federation, one purpose
of which is to enlist students in the work of extending Christ s

Kingdom to the uttermost parts of the earth. When we think of

the power there is in the consecrated endeavors of educated young
men and women, we may well regard this alignment of forces one
of the most significant and hopeful signs of the times. But where
are the nine? Probably not one-tenth of the number of professing
Christian students feel a burden of responsibility for making Christ
known to all people. Every Christian student, if he wishes to make
his life tell on the ages and tell for God, must take an intelligent,

active, aggressive interest in the missionary enterprise, which is

indeed the greatest work in the world. That this Convention may
lead every student in attendance to make it the commanding purpose
of his life to carry the gospel to every creature is our earnest prayer,
and if through you the impulse of this assembly is carried to every
institution of higher learning in our land and to every student

gathered there, the evangelization of the world in this generation
will be not only a hope but a blessed certainty..
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REPORTOF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEOF THE STUDENT
VOLUNTEERMOVEMENTFORFOREIGN MISSIONS, 1898-1902

PRESENTEDBY MR. JOHN R. MOTT, M.A., CHAIRMAN

THE Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions was

called into being in 1886, primarily to raise up among the students

of North America a sufficient number of capable missionary can

didates to meet the requirements of the various missionary so

cieties or boards. To help these candidates or student volunteers

in their preparation for their life-work has been recognized from

the beginning as falling within the purpose of the Movement.

Another object is to develop among students, who are to remain

in Christian lands, either as pastors or as laymen, a sense of re

sponsibility to sustain and reinforce the foreign missionary enter

prise by intelligent sympathy, by the giving of money, by prayer
and by aggressive effort on behalf of the world s evangelization.

I. Agencies of supervision and cultivation.

The field embraces all colleges, universities and other institu

tions of higher learning in the United States and Canada. There are

fully 1,000 such institutions with an aggregate of over 200,000

students. From the college halls come the leaders in all the in

fluential walks of life. No work, therefore, can be more important
than that of making the student communities strongholds and propa

gating centers of missionary intelligence, enthusiasm and activity.

i. For several years the Movement was guided by an Exec
utive Committee of three members, representing the three great
interdenominational student organizations of North America. The
work having assumed so much larger proportions it was found de

sirable not long after the Cleveland Convention in 1898 to enlarge
the membership of the Committee, so that it now consists of six

members : John R. Mott and H. P. Andersen representing the Col

lege Department of the Young Men s Christian Association; J.

Ross Stevenson the Theological Section, and W. Harley Smith the

Medical College Section of the same organization ; and Miss Pauline

Root and Miss Bertha Conde representing the Student Young
Womens Christian Association. John R. Mott is the chairman,

J. Ross Stevenson the vice-chairman, and F. P. Turner the record

ing secretary and treasurer. In order to transact the ordinary
39
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business of such an organization it is incorporated under the laws
of the State of New York. There is a Board of Trustees con

sisting of the following: W. D. Murray, James A. Beaver, W. F.

McDowell, N. Tooker, C. W. McAlpin, S. H. Blake, and John R.

Mott, ex officio.

2. At the annual meeting of the Executive Committee following
the quadrennial convention an Advisory Committee is selected. For
the period of September 1898 to September 1902 the members of the

Advisory Committee have been : Rev. Judson Smith, D.D., Mr.
Robert E. Speer, Rev. S. L. Baldwin, D.D., Rev. H. C. Mabie, D.D.,
the Right Rev. M. E. Baldwin, the Bishop of Huron, Rev. A.

McLean, D. D., Prof. E. C. Dargan, D.D., and Miss Abbie B. Child.

The members of this Committee have rendered from time to time
invaluable aid by personal advice and counsel.

3. The secretaries of the Movement are a General Secretary,
an Assistant General Secretary, an Educational Secretary, and the

Traveling Secretaries.

During the period under review F. P. Turner has served as
General Secretary, J. E. Knotts as Assistant General Secretary, and
Harlan P. Beach as Educational Secretary.

The position of Traveling Secretary is usually held for one year
by some student volunteer who is about ready to go to the mission

field, but occasionally a returned missionary has been employed. In
a few cases secretaries have held the position two years. The size
of the staff of Traveling Secretaries is determined by the funds at
the disposal of the Executive Committee and by the number of
available candidates. Each year in the month of September the
Executive Committee conducts a conference, for the purpose of

training the new secretaries and also to discuss the work and prob
lems of the Movement, with the national student secretaries of the

Young Men s and Young Womens Christian Associations. The
Traveling Secretaries since the last Convention have been as follows :

1898-9. For Theological Colleges, Robert P. Wilder (one-half
of his time) ; for Colleges and Universities, Sunnier R. Vinton,
Burton St. John and S. Earl Taylor (two months) ; for Medical
Colleges, John Rutter Williamson ; and for Womens Colleges, Miss
Constance MacCorkle, Miss Elizabeth Prentiss (two months) and
Miss Elizabeth Ross (five months.)

1899-1900. For Theological Colleges, S. Earl Taylor (one-half
of his time) ; for Medical Colleges, C. W. Ottley; for Colleges and
Universities, V. W. Helm (two months), F. W. Anderson (two
months) and F. M. Gilbert (five months) ; for Womens Colleges,
Miss Elizabeth Ross (four months), Miss Sophia B. Lyon and Miss
Angie Martin Myers (two months).

1900-1901. For Theological Colleges, S. Earl Taylor (three
months) and A. H. Ewing (three months) ; for College s and Uni
versities, F. M. Gilbert, G. W. Leavitt and F. W. Anderson; for
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Medical Colleges, C. W. Roys and F. Howard Taylor (four

months) ;
for Womens Colleges, Miss Sophia B. Lyon, Miss Mabel

Milham, Mrs. F. Howard Taylor (four months) and Miss Margaret
H. Shearman (two months).

1901-2. For Theological Colleges, John N. Forman ;
for Col

leges and Universities, D. Brewer Eddy, E. J. Lee (four months)
and W. B. Pettus (four months) ;

for Womens Colleges, Miss

Mabel Milham and Miss Sarah L. De Forest.

4. In 1898 the monthly organ of the Movement, The Student

Volunteer, which for six years had been a useful agency in keeping
the volunteers in touch with the aims, methods and results of the

Movement and in keeping the Movement before the Church, was

united with The Intercollegian, which magazine is now published

jointly by the Student Department of the Young Men s Christian

Association and the Student Volunteer Movement. By this arrange
ment not only have all the advantages of a distinctly missionary

periodical been preserved, but access has been secured to a larger

number of Christian students. For three years Charles H. Fahs

served as Managing Editor. At present the magazine is in charge of

an Editorial Committee composed of Harlan P. Beach, H. W. Hicks

and Thornton B. Penfield.

5. Secretaries of the Young Men s and Young Womens Chris

tian Associations, especially those in traveling work, have been a

great factor in promoting the interests of the Student Volunteer

Movement. Several of these secretaries are volunteers. Each year
demonstrates the wisdom shown in making the volunteer work an

organic department of these organizations. This relationship in

sures permanence, affords larger, more direct and more influential

access to Christian students and supplies favorable conditions for

fostering the spiritual life of the volunteers and for training them

in Christian work.
6. At each of the student conferences held in different parts

of the continent by the International Committee of Young Men s

Christian Associations and by the American Committee of Young
Womens Christian Associations, missionary institutes are conducted

by secretaries of the Student Volunteer Movement. During the four

years under review, thirty-two of these conferences have been held

as follows : For the colleges of Canada and the East, at East North-

field, Mass. ;
for the colleges of the South, at Asheville, North

Carolina; for the colleges of the Central West, at Lake Geneva,

Wisconsin; for the colleges on the Pacific Coast, at Pacific Grove
and at Capitola, California. The object of these institutes is to train

leaders for Volunteer Bands, for mission study classes, and for

other missionary activities of the institutions represented. At the

conferences of the Theological Section of the Young Men s Chris

tian Associations special attention was given to missionary interests

by the members and secretaries of the Executive Committee.
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There are Volunteer Unions in the large student centers of

Toronto, Montreal, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore,

Nashville, Chicago, Denver and San Francisco; also in several

States where there are groups of colleges, as in Western Massachu

setts, in Connecticut and in Minnesota. The monthly meetings of

these Unions do much to advance the Movement in the institutions

which are in touch with them.

7. It is the policy of the Movement to hold once in a student

generation an International Convention like the one now assembled.

The first, held in Cleveland in 1891, was attended by 680 dele

gates, representing 151 institutions, all the leading mission boards of

North America and nearly every mission field. At the second, held

in Detroit in 1894, there were present 1,325 delegates, including
students and professors from 294 institutions, the representatives of

fifty-four American and Canadian mission boards, missionaries from
all the great mission fields and the national leaders of the various

organizations that work among young people. In 1898, the third

Convention met at Cleveland, with an attendance of 2,221 delegates.
Of these, 1,598 students and 119 professors came from 461 insti

tutions. There were eighty-nine returned missionaries, eighty na

tional and state officers of Young Men s and Young Womens

Christian Associations, twenty national and state officers of young
people s societies and eleven editors of religious papers. The general
interest in this Convention is indicated by the fact that 6,000 copies
of the official report have been sold.

II. What the Movement has accomplished.
1. The work of the Movement through visitation, summer con

ferences and correspondence has touched nearly, if not quite, 800
institutions. In more than one-half of these nothing was being
done in the interest of foreign missions prior to the efforts put
forth by this Movement, or, at its initiative, by the Christian Asso
ciations. In many other colleges where there had been for years
more or less missionary interest, it has been the testimony of pro
fessors and of others who are in a position to know, that the

Movement has greatly increased that interest. It is significant that

this missionary movement has brought within the range of its

plan and helpful influence more colleges than has any other student
movement save the World s Student Christian Federation.

2. The educational work carried on by the Movement has con
tinued to grow. Each year our Traveling Secretaries bring to the
attention of tens of thousands of students the needs of the non-
Christian world and the claims of missionary service. The regular
missionary meetings of the Christian Associations have, under the
influence of the Movement, become far more popular and effective
than in former years.

The most valuable educational work has been the promotion of
mission study. Without question the Volunteer Movement has been
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the principal factor in the recent remarkable development in the scien

tific study of missions in the colleges and theological seminaries. In

its early years the Movement simply recommended subjects and
books for study. Later it outlined courses of study. Nearly eight

years ago the Educational Department was organized and an Edu
cational Secretary appointed. At that time there were only about
a score of mission study classes in all the colleges and seminaries
of North America. These were isolated and their work in no way
co-ordinated. At the time of the Cleveland Convention four years

ago, the number of classes had increased to 267, having in them

2,361 students, and the work of these classes was being prosecuted
on a unified and progressive plan. During the past year the number
of classes has reached 325, with an enrollment of 4,797 students.

Thus the number of students in such classes has doubled within
four years. It is an interesting fact that over half the members
of these classes are not volunteers. This means much for the

future leadership of the Church at home. Rochester Theological
Seminary has the largest number of students in voluntary mission

study classes among the seminaries, and among the colleges Hiram
has enrolled the greatest number.

Even more important than the increase in numbers has been the

marked improvement in the quality of the educational work. This is

due to the wise direction of the Department by the Educational

Secretary, to the well adapted series of text-books which have been

specially prepared and to the increased number of trained leaders

of mission classes. The first cycle of mission study, covering a

period of four years, has been completed, and the second cycle
has just been started. Since the last Convention, sixteen different

mission text-books have been issued by the Movement, all but
four of which were specially prepared for its use. An immense
service to the cause of missions has been rendered in the preparation
of these text-books.

Since January, 1898, the following publications have been issued

by the Movement :

Africa Waiting. By D. M. Thornton.
St. Paul and the Gentile World. By H. P. Beach.
Dawn on the Hills of T ang, or Missions in China. By H. P. Beach.
Japan and its Regeneration. By Otis Gary.
New Testament Studies in Missions. By H. P. Beach.
Modern Apostles in Missionary Byways. By several writers.
The Healing of the Nations. By J. Rutter Williamson.
The Evangelization of the World in this Generation. By J. R. Mott.
Protestant Missions in South America. By several writers.
The Call, Qualifications and Preparation of Missionary Candidates.

Papers by missionaries and other authorities.

Geography and Atlas of Protestant Missions, Volume I. By H. P. Beach.
The Student Missionary Appeal. Report of Student Volunteer Conven

tion at Cleveland, 1808.

Social Evils of the Non-Christian World. By James S. Dennis.



44 WORLD-WIDEEVANGELIZATION

Introduction to the Study of Foreign Missions. By E. A. Lawrence.

The Cycle of Prayer.

Money, Its Nature and Power. By A. F. Schauffler.

The Planting and Development of Missionary Churches. By J. L.

Nevius.
A Hand Book of Comparative Religion. By S. H. Kellogg.

The Medical Mission. By W. J. Wanless.

During the past four years the sales of our text-books and other

publications have amounted to more than 100,000 copies.

The secretaries of the Movement have continued to plant and

build up missionary libraries. Before the Movement began the

students of but few colleges and seminaries had access to the best

missionary literature. Now as a result of its work, well-furnished

missionary libraries are to be found in a large majority of the

institutions of higher learning. The fact that the students are the

principal purchasers of missionary literature is another indication

of the real strength of the interest of the colleges and seminaries

in the cause of missions.

3. Since its inception the Volunteer Movement has pressed upon
four successive student generations the claims of foreign missionary
service as a life-work. In contrast with any period before the Move
ment began its work, few students leave college to-day without hav

ing heard this appeal. Formerly missionary candidates came from a

comparatively small number of institutions. Volunteers are now
being raised up in hundreds of institutions where, in the past, few
students even considered the claims of missions. Even in colleges,
which in the early days furnished the largest number of missionaries,
the proportion of students offering themselves for such work during
the period covered by the Volunteer Movement has been greater than
ever with the exception of possibly two institutions. Making all

allowance for the present lack of candidates in connection with certain

missionary societies, nearly all of the boards have borne testimony
that the Movement has greatly increased the number of intending
missionaries. Several boards also testify that the work of the Move
ment has enabled them to raise their standard of qualifications. This
has been made possible by affording them a larger number of can
didates from which to choose their workers. The valuable prepara
tion afforded by mission study, by cultivating right habits of Bible

study and prayer and by training in Christian work, has also helped
to make this possible.

4. Wehave the names of 1,953 volunteers who have sailed, up
to the present year. They have gone out in connection with about
fifty different missionary societies and are scattered throughout
all parts of the non-Christian world. Doubtless other volunteers,
of whom we have no record, are at work on the mission field.

During the four years which have elapsed since the Cleveland Con
vention sixty per cent, more volunteers have gone to the mission
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field than during the four years preceding that gathering. Taking
the whole life of the Volunteer Movement into consideration, nearly
100 per cent, more volunteers have sailed during the last eight

years than during the first eight.
The question from time to time recurs, Are the leaders of the

Movement going out to the field ? Of the forty-six volunteers who
have served the Movement as members or secretaries of the Execu
tive Committee, twenty-seven have sailed, and nine are either under

appointment or have applied to the boards. Of the remainder, five

have been prevented from going by ill health and four are still in

preparation. This does not include missionaries who have served
the Movement.

5. According to the latest reports received, the colleges and

theological seminaries of the United States and Canada last year gave
a little over $40,000 toward foreign missions. Several institutions are

supporting wholly or in large part their own missionary. This rep
resents in not a few cases much self-sacrifice. If the same spirit

possessed the churches, the money problem of missions would be
solved. The largest contributions, in proportion to the number of

students, have been made by theological colleges. While the amount
given by students is encouraging when the number from whom it

comes and the sacrifice are considered, these are not the principal
benefits resulting from the financial co-operation of the students.

Thousands of these young men are to become pastors of churches.
If as students they adopt the habit of systematic and proportionate
giving and have before them the object-lesson of their own college

undertaking to support a missionary, is it not probable that in

after life they will be more likely to lead their churches to do
likewise? The indirect influence of the Movement on the giving
of the churches, both as a result of the work of hundreds of students
in the churches and as a result of the powerful challenge which
the Movement in itself presents to the liberality of Christians,
has been very grtat indeed. We need only call attention to the

Student Campaign work in the churches and to the Forward Move
ment of the American Board as illustrations.

6. The Volunteer Movement has exerted a mighty reflex in

fluence on the religious life of the colleges and theological sem
inaries. If the volunteers and all that pertains to the work of
the Movement were taken from our institutions, what loss these
institutions would suffer ! Think of the spiritual influence ex
ercised by the Traveling Secretaries through their addresses and
conversations. Consider how the missionary idea as emphasized
in meetings and in mission classes has widened the horizon, en
riched the sympathies and stimulated the zeal of students. What a

large part missions have had in developing the spirit of brotherhood,
of self-denial and of real service, and in promoting definiteness
and unselfishness in prayer! Who can measure the effect on the
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lives of their fellow-students of the object lesson of volunteers

giving up all and going forth to preach Christ where He has not been

named? Moreover, missionary intelligence, missionary activity

and the missionary spirit have done far more than is generally
realized to counteract the evil and subtle influences of pride, selfish

ness and rationalism as manifested in different student communities.

Those who have traveled among the colleges have frequently ob

served that the greatest manifestation of the presence and work
of the Holy Spirit has been in those places where there has also

been the largest obedience to the missionary purposes of God.

7. During the last four years the Movement has been a greater
factor than ever in promoting the missionary life of the churches.

It has confined its activities chiefly to work among the young people.

Volunteer Bands and Volunteer Unions in all parts of the continent

have taken a leading part in the work of the local societies of young
people in their vicinity.

The principal result in this direction, however, has been the

organization of the Student Campaign in connection with different

Christian denominations. By Student Campaign is meant an organ
ized effort of students, both volunteers and non-volunteers, to com
municate to the churches through the young people s societies their

missionary knowledge, enthusiasm and consecration, as well as their

practical plans of organization. The first and most successful

effort of this kind was made by the Methodist Church in Canada.
Within the past four years the students of twelve other denomina
tions have inaugurated similar movements with varying degrees
of success. The leaders of the Volunteer Movement have helped

by counsel at every stage of this development. The leaders of all

but one of these Campaigns have been volunteers, several of whom
have already gone to the mission field. Much of the success of this

work depends on making the students themselves largely responsible
for the Campaign. Generally speaking it may be said that wherever
suitable campaigners have been available, and Vherever the plan
has been wisely directed, the results have been noteworthy. Many
hundreds of volunteers and other students have received valuable

training while carrying on this useful work. In one denomination
alone 325 students have engaged in campaign work during the last

four years. In the pathway of the work of student campaigners
thousands of young people s societies have been stirred with the

missionary spirit, missionary committees have been organized, mis

sionary libraries have been established, mission study classes and
reading circles have been instituted, the young people have been
influenced to form the habit of systematic giving, many churches
have been led to support their own missionary, intercession on behalf
of missions has been greatly promoted and the spiritual life of the

young people s societies has been quickened and strengthened.
A good example of the possibilities of such effort is seen in the
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work accomplished by the Yale Band. This Band, composed of

five Yale students, devoted a year to traveling and working among

young people s societies. During that time they visited seventy

cities, addressed 884 meetings and held 364 missionary conferences

at which some 2,000 young people s societies were represented.

They influenced 241 of these societies to organize missionary com

mittees, 579 to secure a collection of missionary books, 392 to

undertake missionary study, 518 to adopt a plan of systematic giv

ing and 757 to use a missionary prayer cycle.

8. One of the principal contributions of the Movement to the

Church has been the emphasis of its Watchword,
&quot; The evangeliza

tion of the world in this generation.&quot; Although this Watchword
was first adopted by the North American Movement, it was until

recently more earnestly advocated and pressed by the British Move
ment. Within the past two or three years it has been given large

prominence in our plans and activities. The book entitled
&quot; The

Evangelization of the World in this Generation,&quot; prepared at the

request of the North American and British Movements, was pub
lished simultaneously in New York and London in August, 1900.

It has since been translated into German, Norwegian and Swedish,

and will soon be translated into Japanese and French. It is also

being reprinted in India. It has been used as a text-book among
students in many countries, and has also been given a wide general

circulation.

The Watchword, which was so severely criticized in the early

days of the Movement, has won its way to a very general accept

ance, not only among students, but also among leaders of the mis

sionary enterprise. The advantages of this Watchword have become

more and more apparent. It has exerted a great unifying influence

among volunteers and other Christian students throughout the

world. It has helped to hold volunteers true to their life purpose.

It has arrested the attention and stimulated the thought of a mul

titude of Christians on the subject of missions. It has presented

a powerful appeal to some men to become missionaries and to others

to make their lives in Christian lands tell for the world s evan

gelization. It has placed a much needed emphasis on the urgency
or immediacy of our missionary obligation. In the case of a large

and increasing number of Christians who have taken it as their

personal watchword, it has enlarged vision, strengthened purpose,

augmented faith, inspired hopefulness, intensified zeal, driven to

God in prayer and developed the spirit of heroism and self-sacrifice.

9. The Volunteer Movement, which first assumed organized

form in North America, has, under different names, become world

wide. Owing to the intimate and responsible relation which our

own Movement has sustained tg the organization and development

of the Volunteer Movement in other lands, and owing to the im

portance and significance of these unions, attention is called to
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their progress. The Volunteer Union of Great Britain is firmly
anchored in the British colleges and commands the confidence of

the British missionary societies. Over one-third of their volunteers

have already sailed an even larger proportion than have gone
out from North America. The London Convention, held in January
1900, was the most notable student convention ever held in Europe.

The Volunteer Movement in Germany and also the one in Scan
dinavia, in the face of far greater difficulties than those which con
front the Movement in Anglo-Saxon lands have made most en

couraging progress. They have materially increased the number of

missionary candidates, and have done much to promote the scientific

study of missions. The Conference of the German Movement, held
at Halle in April, 1901, was the most remarkable student mis

sionary convention ever held on the continent. Professor Warneck,
the eminent missionary scholar and authority, has spoken most
appreciatively of this Movement. While, owing to its still greater
difficulties, the Movement in France and French-speaking Switzer
land has not made as marked progress as the other European Move
ments, it has nevertheless accomplished a useful work. Since the
last report was rendered, the Volunteer Movement has been or

ganized in Holland, the last unorganized Protestant country. In
view of the strength of the Dutch students and in view of the rela
tion of their country to vast numbers of unevangelized people, the

possibilities of this new Movement are very great. Notwithstanding
their isolation, the Volunteer Movements in Australasia and South
Africa are doing excellent work, especially in promoting mission
study and in thrusting forth into unevangelized lands so many
of their volunteers. The Student Volunteer Movement of India
and Ceylon has recently entered upon a new regime, which has
much of promise for the cause of missions in India, and which
will help greatly to guide in the development of similar movements
in China and Japan.

The World s Student Christian Federation, which unites all the
Christian student movements of the world, including the various
organizations of student volunteers of all lands and races, has
continued to go from strength to strength. One of its three main
objects is

&quot;

to enlist students in the work of extending the Kingdom
of Christ throughout the whole world.&quot; The Federation embraces
over 1,500 student Christian organizations with a total membership
of 70,000. It would be difficult to overstate the tremendous im
portance of such a union of volunteers and non-volunteers of both
Christian and non-Christian lands for the world-wide extension of
the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.

III. An eight-years contrast, 1894-1902.
Thus far attention has been called to the developments of the

last four years. It will be suggestive to contrast the Volunteer
Movement of to-day with what it was eight years ago, at the time
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of the Detroit Convention. In 1894 the Movement had touched by
its Traveling Secretaries 256 institutions

;
since then the number

visited by them has increased to 798. Then the Movement had three

secretaries ;
now it has eight. That year it rallied to the Detroit

Convention, i ,325 delegates ;
in this Convention we have more than

twice that number. Then the Movement had issued eight pamphlets ;

now its list of publications includes thirteen pamphlets and eighteen
text-books. Then there were less than thirty mission study classes

with but 200 members ; during the past year there have been over ten

times as many classes with a total membership of nearly 5,000. Up
to the time of the Detroit Convention nearly 700 volunteers had
sailed

;
since then those who have sailed have increased to nearly

three times that number. At that time there was in many places an
unfortunate chasm existing between volunteers and non-volunteers ;

now these two classes are united in spirit and in effort, and the stu

dents who are not volunteers recognize increasingly that a burden of

responsibility, equal to that borne by the volunteers, rests also upon
them for the world s evangelization. Then there was no organized

missionary effort carried on by the students among the young people
of the churches

;
now there are well organized student campaigns in

connection with a dozen or more denominations and participated in

by hundreds of students. In 1894 the Volunteer Movement was
established only in North America and the British Isles, with

beginnings also in Scandinavia and South Africa; now it is firmly

planted in every Protestant country of the world, and the volunteer

idea has been successfully transplanted to the student centers of

non-Christian lands. Then there were Christian student movements
in only three or four countries, and these were not related to

each other
;

now there are eleven national or international student

movements united in the World s Student Christian Federation.

IV. Secret of the fruitfulness and power of the Movement.
What is the secret of the fruitfulness and power of the Vol

unteer Movement? Its composition suggests in part the explana
tion. It is made up of those who are young, active and vigorous,
whose minds are educated and disciplined, and whose lives have been

consecrated to the service of God and man. The esprit de corps,

resulting from a world-wide union of students of like ambitions

and purposes, is also an element of strength. Moreover, the Move
ment has focused all its energies on a distinctive work. Time
after time efforts have been made to deflect it from its course,

but all such pressure has been steadfastly resisted. No feature of

work has been added which has not a vital bearing on the realization

of the main objects of its existence. Use has been made of the

agencies of supervision which have been employed by the most suc

cessful organizations, both secular and religious. From the begin

ning the Movement has had the benefit of the counsel of board sec

retaries, missionaries and other mission experts. It presents to the
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student world no narrow program ;
for it seeks to unite the stu

dents of all branches of the Church of Christ, of all nations and

races, in the sublime effort to evangelize the whole world and to

establish completely the Kingdom of Christ. The Watchword
is a tower of strength. It appeals to the heroic, the strenuous,
the self-sacrificing, and strong young men and women respond
to such an appeal. In the appeal for nothing less than the lives

of men lies one of the deep secrets of the strength of the Volunteer
Movement. The fact that its highest ambition is to serve and not

to govern indicates another source of power to which Christ called

emphatic attention. By giving prayer a large place in its life,

and by honoring the work of the Spirit of God, the Movement has

related itself to the Source of all power. In a word, the Move
ment has always sought to place itself in line with the great pur
poses of God, and in so far as it has done so, there have been
manifested in its life and work His presence and blessing. What
might not the Movement have accomplished had it recognized
and heeded more fully these secrets of fruitfulness and power?

V. Program of the Movement for the next four years.

Only a beginning has been made in the work of the Volunteer
Movement. We must not count ourselves as having attained.

The next four years should witness marked advance in every de

partment of the work. We would call attention to several of the

points to be chiefly emphasized in the policy of the Movement.
i. The number of students engaged in the study of missions

should be greatly increased. While the progress in this Department
has been great, as we have already seen, yet when we compare the

less than 5,000 members of mission study classes with the more than

40,000 active members of the Student Young Men s and Young
Womens Christian Associations, or even with the 6,000 and more

theological students of North America, we realize how much remains

to be done. Every reason which has influenced those who have

already entered these classes applies with like force to those who
have not. It is of fundamental importance that at this stage of the

missionary enterprise, those who are going out from the colleges
to guide the opinion and activity of the Church at home and abroad,
whether as clergymen or laymen, should be intelligent concerning
the progress, present position and outlook of the Kingdom of Christ

throughout the world. Progress in this Department should em
brace not only the enlistment of larger numbers in study classes,

but also a higher grade of work by the members of classes, the

co-operation of more professors and advanced students as teachers

and the preparation of more text-books of high grade. And have
we not a right to expect that, under the influence of the Volunteer

Movement, an increasing number of students and professors will

be led to become foreign mission specialists thinkers, writers and
authorities on foreign missionary problems?
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2. Far more students of real promise and ability should be

enrolled as volunteers. The present number of volunteers is too

small, even if all possessed the proper qualifications to warrant their

being accepted by the boards. Many of the boards are asking
for more men than are now available, and the probability is that

this demand will continue to increase. The non-Christian world

imperatively needs more men. They are needed to fill up gaps in

the missionary ranks ; they are needed to press into unevangelized

regions. Let us not forget that we stand for a forward evangel
istic movement. More volunteers are needed to keep up the mis

sionary interest in the colleges. The vitality of the home Church

depends on giving up more of her sons and daughters for the

work of extending Christ s Kingdom in less favored lands. The
Volunteer Movement will cease to be a movement, if the day comes

when students fail to offer themselves willingly for this great work.

Let it not be forgotten that the supreme purpose of the Movement
is to enlist soldiers. All other phases of its work are of secondary

importance. God called it into being for this specific purpose.
Unless it keeps the supply equal to the demand, it will in so far

fail of its mission.

Notwithstanding the need, the Movement has found it very
difficult during the past few years to secure a sufficient number
of well-qualified volunteers. What are the reasons? During the

years of financial depression the boards were unable to send out

all the qualified volunteers who applied. For example, one board

issued the statement that, so far as their denomination was con

cerned, the fires of the Volunteer Movement would have to be

banked. This resulted in a noticeable decrease in the number of

men volunteering. The impression that there are more volunteers

than the boards can send, has persisted so strongly that our sec

retaries have found it difficult, and in some cases impossible, to

counteract it. The fact that the boards have become more rigid

in their requirements has, in not a few cases, discouraged students

from volunteering, fearing they would not be accepted. The stay-

at-home volunteers, especially those who have not been providen

tially detained, are a real stumbling-block in the way of securing
recruits. Another hindrance is the fact that so many relatives,

friends and even professors in theological seminaries and colleges

not only do not encourage students to decide to become missionaries,

but positively discourage such decisions. The lack of missionary
interest and zeal in some churches is prejudicial to consecration to

missionary service.

Thus far we have been dealing with reasons external to the

Movement. There are two reasons within the Movement. With
the growing complexity of missionary organization and work in the

colleges, our Traveling Secretaries have had so many things to attend

to that they have not been able to give as much time to pressing
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on students the claims of missions as a life-work as was the case

in the early days of the Movement. We have sought to help the

situation somewhat by increasing the length of their visits. We
appeal to the Young Men s and Young Womens Christian Asso
ciation secretaries to relieve the volunteer secretaries as much as

possible, and set them free to do the work for which they are

specially qualified and primarily responsible. At the same time
we would urge national, state and provincial Association secretaries

themselves to help us in this recruiting work. One of the principal
reasons why more students have not volunteered is that the vol

unteers themselves in too many cases have not been urging upon
their fellow-students the truths which govern their own life-purposes.

Nothing which the members and secretaries of the Executive Com
mittee do can relieve the volunteers of their personal responsibility.
It will be a serious day for the Volunteer Movement if it itself loses

the missionary spirit and ceases to be a self-propagating force.

Fully recognizing all the difficulties in the way of enlisting
students for missionary service and observing more clearly than
ever the need of re-enforcements, let the delegates of this Convention
see to it that these difficulties are overcome and that this need
is met. What higher ambition could we have for our colleges
than that of making them mighty centers for the propagation of the

gospel ? What a rich heritage to an institution is such a missionary
record as that of Cambridge University or of Mount Holyoke Col
lege ! And let the emphasis of this point of policy be not without
its appeal to individual student delegations. The fact that certain
volunteers have failed to carry out their purpose should not keep
us from seeking and following the plan of God for our lives. .

&quot; One
man s responsibility cannot be measured by another man s de
linquency.&quot; The fear that he may not be sent should not keep
any student from volunteering who possesses the right qualifications.
There never was, so far as we know, a well qualified volunteer who
had exhausted all the means at his command who could not get out
to the field. The need of men who are willing to sail soon is urgent.
Fifteen mission boards have reported to us that they need nearly
200 volunteers to send out this year, and that a majority of these
have not. yet been forthcoming.

3. The Movement should promote the best possible preparation
of volunteers for their life-work. Our responsibility is not dis
charged by simply recruiting volunteers. Until they pass under the
immediate direction of the boards, we should seek in every way to
help them in their preparation. There is need that the Movement
take steps to increase the literature bearing on the preparation of
missionary candidates. A complete or all-round equipment should
be emphasized. As a student movement, limiting our membership
to students, we stand for volunteers availing themselves of the
best educational advantages which the colleges, theological sem-
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inaries and Bible schools afford. Moreover, the Movement is in a

position to supplement the work in connection with the regular
curricula of the educational institutions. Through its four years

cycle of mission study, it enables volunteers to make a careful

study of missions. Even more important than this is the practical

preparation afforded through organic connection with the Student

Young Men s and Young Womens Christian Associations. These
enable volunteers to acquire the habits of systematic, progressive,
devotional Bible study, of the observance of the morning watch
and of intercessory prayer. Nothing is more important or essential.

If these habits are not formed before the volunteer leaves home,
he will enter upon his life-work fearfully handicapped. He will

find it far more difficult to form them in the mission field than

at home, and without such habits he cannot accomplish a large and

enduring work. He goes out to do a spiritual work. If he is to

do a spiritual work, he himself must be spiritual. He should,

therefore, come to know in personal experience at home what it is

to be filled with the Holy Spirit. He goes out to make Christ

known. To do this he must become more and more Christ-like.

To this end he should not think of sailing until he has come to

know Christ as his own personal Savior until he has learned

through Christ to get victory over his temptations. If he learns

to live a victorious life here, he will be able on the mission field

to stand against the strong and subtle temptations of spiritual in

dolence, failure to put first things first, professionalism, pessimism,

discouragement, unbelief or little faith, and lowering of spiritual
ideals. The volunteer should also be trained to become a missionary
before he goes abroad

;
that is, he should learn here and now to win

men to become disciples of Jesus Christ. This is the essential work
of the missionary. If a student cannot use the truth of God suc

cessfully here to lead people to yield themselves to the claims of

Christ, he cannot in Asia or Africa.

4. Every effort should be put forth to hold volunteers true to

their life-purpose and to get them to press out to the mission field.

This is one of the most serious problems of the Movement. While
the proportion of sailed volunteers has increased in recent years,
the fact remains that many volunteers are apparently not resolutely

carrying forward their work of preparation and pressing to the

front. What deflects these volunteers from carrying out their

purpose? Some have applied to the boards and have not been

accepted because they lacked the proper qualifications. If it is clear

that in the judgment of the mission board they are disqualified from

going out, such volunteers, while regarding themselves as provi

dentially hindered, should all the more resolve to make their lives

at home tell for world-wide missions. It is an interesting fact that so

many volunteers, hindered providentially from going to the foreign
field, have thrown themselves into home mission work in destitute
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fields, while still others have taken hold of city churches and
made them a power for foreign missions. It is noticeable that

only those who have been hindered by God have made their churches

a great missionary force. Others have been hindered because of

the lack of funds of the boards of their denominations. Without
doubt the Movement is still suffering from the results of the

widespread reports of recent years to the effect that certain boards

were financially unable to send out new missionaries. It is not

strange that volunteers, when discouraged by their own boards
and given clearly to understand that they could not be sent out,

entered other forms of work at home. And yet a volunteer before

abandoning the hope of getting out to the field soon would do well

to make earnest efforts to carry out his original purpose. It may
be that he will be able to secure for his board his own support. This
has been done by a large number of volunteers. If he fails in this,

he may find it possible to reach the field under some other society.
Some volunteers in theological seminaries, because receiving no

appointment from their board by the time they were well along in

their senior year, have naturally been induced to accept temporarily
definite and pressing calls to service at home. These men are not
to blame for wanting to get to work, but it is just in this way that

scores of capable volunteers have been unconsciously drawn away
from their missionary purposes. They soon pass the age limit,

or from other causes become unavailable for foreign service. The
machinery of the Movement and of most of the boards is not suf

ficiently effective to enable them to keep in close touch with such
isolated volunteers.

A larger number of volunteers than is generally realized have
been lost because of their inability to complete their education.

They have been obliged to leave college owing to lack of funds,
ill-health, or sickness or death in their own families, and in the

majority of cases they have not returned. Removed from the
sources of missionary interest and cut off entirely from touch with
the Movement, it is not a matter to occasion surprise that they have
practically abandoned their missionary plans.

Doubtless the chief cause accounting for the loss of volunteers is

the failure on the part of many of them to put their missionary life-

purpose first. If they do not make it the great controlling factor in
all their plans, to which everything else must bend, they are in

peril of being turned aside. We do not wonder that the purpose
of some volunteers has been weakened. They seem to think that

they have done all when they have signed the volunteer declaration.

They have not kept the missionary fires burning by regular Bible
study and mission study, by prayer for missions and by earnest
effort on behalf of the world s evangelization. They have not
been trying to enroll other volunteers. They have not applied to
their missionary society.
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It certainly is not easy for a volunteer to hold himself true to

his life-purpose. On the whole it is just as well that the pathway
to the mission field is beset with so many difficulties. These dif

ficulties help to purify the motives of volunteers ; they tend to keep

unworthy men out of the mission field ; they discipline and strengthen

faith; they lead men to look more beyond themselves to God. In

overcoming difficulties men are made strong. In this way volun

teers are prepared for meeting the greater obstacles and problems
which await them in non-Christian lands. The missionary enter

prise does not want men who can be deflected from their purpose.
It calls for men of undiscourageable resolution. Our volunteers

should be as ready and eager to sail, after their preparation is

finished, as is the British soldier to hasten to the seat of war.
&quot; In

the beginning of the Movement the Church needed men who were

willing to go ; now she needs men unwilling to
stay.&quot;

The whole problem needs to be grappled with more thoroughly
than ever. The boards and the Movement must come into a closer

relation to each other. There is need of developing the clearing
house machinery of the Movement, so that it can keep in more

intelligent, constant and vital touch with the volunteers on the one

hand, and sustain on the other hand a more helpful relation to the

boards.

5. The Christian students, whomGod calls to spend their lives in

Christian lands, should be led to feel their missionary responsibility
and to resolve to make their lives tell on the world s evangelization.
It is an idle dream to think of giving all mankind an opportunity to

know Christ in our generation, unless all Christian students stand

together and work to this end. Therefore the fact that a large

majority of the members of mission study classes, and also that a

large majority of the delegates at this Convention, are not volunteers,
is most encouraging. Let the Volunteer Movement and the Chris
tian Associations carry on an unceasing missionary propaganda
in all the colleges and theological seminaries, and let Christian pro
fessors in these institutions co-operate in this great campaign. If

this plan be patiently and earnestly followed, it will not be many
years before the missionary life in the educational centers will

tremendously influence the missionary activity of the entire

Church.
It is impossible to have missionary churches without missionary

pastors. The key to the problem of the world s evangelization lies

in kindling the hearts of divinity students with the missionary
passion. Special attention must be directed, therefore, to keeping
the missionary fires burning brightly in all the theological sem
inaries.

6. Both directly and indirectly the Volunteer Movement should
seek to develop the spiritual life of the colleges and theological sem
inaries. This is essential to the best life of the Movement. Mis-
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sionary consecration and missionary progress depend on spiritual

life. The missionary revival in the English universities was made

possible by the spiritual awakening in connection with Mr.

Moody s visit. The Forward Movement of the Church Mis

sionary Society, as Mr. Stock has pointed out, was closely connected

with a deep revival in the Church. The Volunteer Movement
had its rise at the Mount Hermon Bible Conference, which was one

of the most powerful spiritual conferences ever held in America.
A careful study of the reports of our Traveling Secretaries makes

plain that in the colleges where there is a low state of spirituality

the missionary interest is feeble. Unless students are bringing
to bear upon their lives day by day the Word of God, unless they
are giving themselves to secret and united prayer, unless they are

experiencing the saving power of Jesus Christ and unless their

hearts burn with the desire to please and to serve Him, the condi

tions are wanting for the development and manifestation of real

missionary life. Where men are conscious of the presence of God,
they are most likely to hear and to heed His voice. A spiritual at

mosphere is indeed essential to safe volunteering and to all self-

denying effort on behalf of the extension of Christ s Kingdom.
Therefore let the Movement, including all its members, place greater
emphasis than ever before on the cultivation of a strong spiritual
life at all our student centers.

/. The solidarity of the Student Volunteer Movement as a
world-wide student missionary uprising should be accentuated. The
advantages of a close union of all the volunteers of North America
are admitted. The same may be said of each of the other countries

having similar movements. But the desirability of cultivating closer
relations between the various national organizations of volunteers
has not been generally recognized or discussed. Through the
World s Student Christian Federation it is possible for these bodies
of volunteers, who are animated by a common purpose and spirit,
to come to know each other better and to be mutually helpful. The
cultivation of a more intimate fellowship on the part of the vol
unteers of all Protestant lands will not be without its influence
on the large questions of comity and of occupying the unevangel-
ized regions beyond.

The time has come when we should also endeavor to establish
a closer union between the volunteers at home and those who have
gone to the field. The 2,000 sailed volunteers are in a position to
exert an immense influence on the missionary life of the home
colleges by correspondence, by prayer and, when at home on fur
lough, by conversation and public appeal. A Student Volunteer
League has recently been formed in Japan by about 100 former
American, Canadian and British volunteers for the purpose of fos

tering the purposes and practices which made the Volunteer Move
ment powerful in their lives at home and of communicating the
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volunteer idea more largely to Christian Japanese students. This is

an interesting and hopeful development. If the plan were adopted
in China, India and other mission fields it would do much to pre
serve the unity of the Volunteer Movement and to increase its in

fluence in the world.

A special responsibility rests upon the sailed volunteers from
Christian lands for developing among the Christian students of mis
sion countries Volunteer Movements which shall work hand in
hand with the Movements in the West. The difficulties in the way
of getting native students to volunteer in non-Christian lands are
many and great. Among them are the secular openings for educated
men, the low salaries paid to Christian workers, the opposition of
relatives, the unfavorable light in which religions callings are re
garded and the relation in which the native workers stand to the
missionaries. But the existence of these difficulties only emphasizes
the need and value of the Volunteer Movement. If it be needed
in Christian lands, how much more in the more difficult fields
of the non-Christian world. Foreign missionaries alone cannot
evangelize the world. They must have the help of a mighty host
of native Christian workers. In fact the sons and daughters of
the soil must do the larger part of the work. If thousands of new-
missionaries are required, tens of thousands of native workers are
needed to join them in accomplishing the task of the evangelization
of the world in our day. That the Volunteer Movement has a large
mission to perform among the Christian students of the non-Chris-
tion nations is therefore most evident.

VI. What the Movement needs.
1. The continued counsel and prayerful co-operation of mem

bers and secretaries of mission boards and of missionaries is needed
if the Movement is to render the largest service to missions.

2. Nothing less than an army of thoroughly capable, Spirit-
filled volunteers must be forthcoming, if the Church is to be in a
position to do the fair thing by the present generation of the un-
evangelized world. The truth should not be disguised that a vast
number of men and women are needed. And it should be reiterated
that even more important than the matter of numbers is that of
qualifications. The volunteers needed are those who have large
capacity and who are thoroughly furnished.

3. The field of the Movement stands in need of more thorough
cultivation and supervision. To this end the staff of secretaries
should be enlarged. To ask the present force of workers to culti
vate adequately for missions the continental student field of North
America is to call upon them to do an impossible thing.

4. The budget of the Movement should be increased from
$16,000 a year to $20,000 in order that we may carry out the en
larged program which has been placed by God before us.

5. The leaders and members of the Movement need vision, en-
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thusiasm, resolution and faith, that we may be true to the mar

velous opportunity presented to our generation.
6. There is need of having more volunteers and other Christian

students make the Watchword, the evangelization of the world in

this generation, the commanding or determining purpose of their

lives. When it takes strong hold on their convictions and becomes

a practical, regulative force in their lives day by day, the Church

of God will be mightily stirred and witness the greatest triumphs
in all her history.

7. Without question there is need that the Church of Christ rise

up in her might and enter into the heritage which God has prepared
for her as a result of the Student Volunteer Movement. This stu

dent missionary uprising presents to her an irresistible challenge
and appeal to devise and to undertake great things for this genera
tion. God grant that she may not fail to recognize the day of her

visitation.

8. Deeper than all other needs, is that of prayer for the out

pouring of the Holy Spirit upon the members of the Movement.
This need is indescribably great. Christ, in commanding His

disciples to pray the Lord of the harvest that He thrust forth

laborers into His harvest, went to the center of the missionary

problem. In a. pre-eminent sense His command strikes at the

heart of the problems of the Volunteer Movement, because the

distinguishing work of the Movement is that of raising up laborers

for the world-wide harvest-field. If the Volunteer Movement
is to continue to be a movement, that is, if the volunteers are to

keep pressing out to distant fields, there must be on the part of

Christians everywhere a larger obedience to the prayer command
of our Lord.

O Lord of the Harvest,
Send forth laborers made sufficient by Thee
Into Thy harvest.

JOHN R. MOTT, Chairman

J. Ross STEVENSON, Vice-Chairman
W. HARLEY SMITH
H. P. ANDERSEN
PAULINE ROOT
BERTHACONDE



WORKOF THE BRITISH STUDENTVOLUNTEERMIS
SIONARY UNION

MR. T. JAYS, LONDON

I COMEto you with a message of Christian greeting from the

volunteers of Great Britain and Ireland. We owe much to you
for your sympathy and for the inspiration which you have given
us in times past, and we felt that we ought to send some one over

who knew our movement. As it was only at the last minute that

I was enabled to come, I cannot bring you very full statistics of our

work. I trust that what I tell, however, may enable you to under

stand something of our British movement. God blessed us won

derfully at its beginning. I was not in touch with it at the time,

because I was working on the West Coast of Africa, and so I

knew little of the British movement. But returning and becoming
a student again, I came to know something of it and very soon was
drawn into the work and gave a year of my time as the Traveling

Secretary of the Student Volunteer Missionary Union in Great

Britain. In going around to the colleges one could not help but

be struck by the interest that the majority of the men showed in

foreign missions. One was saddened, too, by seeing the lack of

definiteness among these men. There was a superficial knowl

edge of missions, but often a sad distaste for real decision in

regard to what they should do for the cause of Christ in heathen

lands.

When we look through the nearly ten years since the Volunteer

Union was started in Great Britain, we find that nearly 2,000 stu

dents have signed the declaration. Of these about 130 have with

drawn or have died since the commencement, leaving us something
like 1,700 to i, 800, who are still on our books as volunteers. Of
this sum sixty per cent, have gone out into the mission field after

their graduation, leaving us forty per cent, at home. We find, as

you have found, that there are a great many who stay at home for

various reasons, many of them because of ill health
;

and those

who have stayed because the boards have rejected them for one

reason or another are sometimes the most anxious to go.
I believe our proportion of medical candidates is unique in

the history of the movement; we have no less than 481 of them,

out of this i, 860 that have signed the declaration, and of those there

are some 156 women. Of these medicals over sixty per cent, of
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the graduated ones have sailed, leaving us about 180 in college, and

I think among the medicals the student volunteer work is going
ahead much faster than among any others. Among theological

students it has dropped very low until recently. During this last

year the theologicals have waked up, and especially in London they

are putting forth strenuous efforts to do a great deal for the cause

of foreign missions.

The work that has been done during the past year has given
us great promise of success in the future with regard to the edu

cational side of our work. The educational work has gone forward

by leaps and bounds during the last eighteen months. Where we
had very few colleges studying and very few bands in these col

leges, they are to-day threefold what they were eighteen months

ago, and we have sixty-eight bands with a membership of 1,800.

When you remember that our student body is only 25,000 all told,

you will see how fair a proportion that is.

I think that the great power which our movement has is the

power of interesting men and women in foreign work, even though
they themselves do not go out. We are laying the foundations in

our colleges for a stronger and firmer support of missions in the

future; and I think that in the next ten or fifteen years our mis

sionary societies will not have to plead, as they are pleading to-day,
for the funds to send men out.

Another aspect of our activities is the missionary campaign
work, which is doing more and more year by year. This does not

touch the Church of England societies, mainly because these so

cieties, especially the Church Missionary Society, have during sev

eral years past, carried out their field campaign work by their

Gleaners Union and their Lay Workers Union. These societies

have stirred up the Church of England to the needs of the heathen
world. But the other denominations have during the past year
wakened up marvelously. The Wesleyan campaign has supported
itself on the literature sold by the campaigners. If we can induce

people to buy literature, it means that their interest is deep and will

be lasting. The Edinburgh people have started a caravan (a mis

sionary adaptation of the Gospel Wagon), which they take into the
small villages where missionaries cannot be sent

;
for you could only

get together twenty, fifty or a hundred people once a year. And
these young men thus use their holiday and go around and stir up
these small places.

The Irish Presbyterians have done a wonderful work. They
have stirred up Ireland from the north to the south and from the
east to the west. They have appointed one of their own number,
who was refused by the board on account of health, to go around
from village to village with a magic lantern and curios, and he stirs

up the missionary zeal. Consequently there is to-day a truer

knowledge of missions in Ireland among the Presbyterians than
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ever before, and more men are coming forward than the society
can send out. In one society there were more volunteers than there

were funds to send them out. The sad thing was the lack of interest

on the part of the society. These young people appointed one of their

number to go about among the churches and stir them up. They
offered to provide half the salary of a missionary, but the board

refused; and its secretary told me that he thought, as regards their

society, they were doing rather more than they could be expected
to do. It just shows you that people to-day do not at all realize

what they ought to do with regard to the claims of Christ upon
them. And is it not so to-day with students as well? Is it not so

with many assembled here? You do not realize what it is that

Christ is claiming from you.
This last year we had the smallest number but one of men

signing in Great Britain. We felt that there was something wrong,
and we sought to find out what it was. Many of the things that

hindered us have been set forth in the report which has been read

this morning; two others I will touch upon. One is the lack of

definiteness with regard to offering ourselves to God, finding out

His will and then with full purpose of heart doing it. A ship with

out her propeller and with her rudder broken is a sad picture of

helplessness ;
there is one sadder picture of utter helplessness than

that, and that is a man drifting along knowing not whither he is

going, and he a Christian man acknowledging Jesus Christ as his

Lord and Master. And, oh, men and women, surely we must re

member that Jesus Christ calls each one of us to a definite service.

He makes no mistake with regard to what He wants us to do
;

and
He will make us to know full surely what He wants us to do, if

we will seek His side. Let us remember, as George Adam Smith
has put it so well,

&quot; God will have no driftwood for His sacrifices,

no drift-men for His ministers.&quot; And if we want to serve Him, we
must do it with full purpose ; and, cost what it may, the cost we
shall not reckon, for He giveth more abundantly to them that serve

Him. It is full measure shaken together, pressed down and running
over, that He returneth to our bosoms, and this it is that our

Union greatly covets.

Then the other reason I think the two are somewhat bound

up together is slackness in spiritual life. Weneglect our Bibles,

we get dull and heavy in our prayers. What wonder is it that the

needs of the heathen do not touch us, that the claims of Christ are

put to one side? We are realizing this in Great Britain to-day,
and our Executive Committee are putting forth all their efforts

that men may see their position. To this end we sent out a

large circular letter to all our volunteers, urging them to see to

it that they themselves were right in these matters, and then to

stretch out and seek for others, that they might take up their

position, too.
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And so we look forward
;

we look up into our Lord s face, and
we know that following Him we shall have victory, that the king
doms of this world shall become the Kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, and He shall reign. And we send this message
to you here, that you make Jesus King in your own hearts, and then

make Him the King the world over.
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SPIRITUAL MENNEEDEDFOR SPIRITUAL WORKIN
MISSIONS

BISHOP JAMES M. THOBURN, D.D., INDIA

WHENmy topic was announced, it must have occurred to some
that in the mission field we ought not to have any other kind of
work than spiritual ; and some may ask what kind of work we have
there to which another class of workers might be assigned. There
is, however, a distinction to he drawn, and I recognize this distinc
tion without for a moment conceding that any other than a spiritual
man should go into the foreign field. In many of our mission
fields you will find industrial schools, industrial workshops, medical
work, a publishing house and other enterprises usually called secular.
A distinction can thus be legitimately drawn. In every work, every
Christian worker ought to be a spiritual man, but in the mission
field there are special reasons why he should be such when en
gaged in certain duties of a spiritual nature.

In the first place, only a man whose mind is pervaded by the
immediate personal presence of the Holy Spirit, can reveal Christ
to those seeking him. The first great work which we have in any
mission field is that of making Christ known to the people. It is

one thing to preach Christ; it is quite another thing to teach one
who is inquiring the way, how Christ caw be revealed to him as He
was to the disciples in primitive times. You will remember the
words of the great apostle,

&quot; When it pleased God ... to reveal
His son in me.&quot; And Jesus you will remember said in defining
life eternal,

&quot;

This is life eternal, that they might know thee
&quot;

not,
&quot;

believe in thee
&quot; &quot;

that they might know thee, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.&quot;

When you go into a mission field and teach the people to em
brace Christianity, as we sometimes use the term, you are giving
them merely superficial teaching; you are not setting before them
the great privileges of Christian believers. Every man should know
Christ. I have no doubt in my own mind, that the supreme purpose
which was served when the personal presence of Jesus was with
drawn from this world, was that the local might become universal.
Our Savior looked forward to the day when, instead of walking
among the villages of Galilee, He would walk up and down among
the nations. If I did not have a supreme assurance that He was
standing by my side this morning, I should feel unprepared to stand

65
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before you. Wemust go among all nations and proclaim not only

that the risen Son of God is alive from the dead, but that He is

fulfilling His promise to be with us always, and that where even

two or three assemble in His name, He personally is present in

their midst. No person can make that revelation to those in dark

ness unless he understands it personally, and this should be the first

great proclamation of the missionary in a non-Christian land.

In the next place, when the convert becomes a disciple of

Christ he needs special teaching. I do not refer to catechetical

teaching, nor to the instruction given in our mission schools, but to

spiritual teaching, instruction in what we sometimes call
&quot;

the things

of God.&quot; It is not easy to define this, and I fear that at the present

day the average pastor in Christian lands too often overlooks this

important duty. Every person needs instruction along certain minute

lines that you cannot find in books, because they are usually per

sonal, having to do with the individual. I can look back to the day
after I had become a communicant in the church when I could not

pray audibly. I do not know that I should ever have conquered that

difficulty, if I had not received a little help and a little instruction.

You say,
&quot; You had to be taught to pray !

&quot;

Yes, but the disciples

in the days of our Savior had to be taught to pray. Prayer is a

Christian exercise. Prayer, in the sense of talking with God, has

no existence in the heathen world, not even talking with an idol or

a false god. Mohammedanshave received, through the Jews and to

some extent from the early Christians, some slight idea of prayer;
but so far as my observation has extended among people who are

believers in false deities, they never seem to pray. You can thus see

how important it becomes that we have spiritually-minded Chris

tians who understand spiritual prayer, to teach new converts how
to pray from the heart.

Then after the teaching it is very important that we should have

spiritually-minded missionaries who have the faculty of imparting
spiritual gifts. These are thirteen in number, as stated by St. Paul
in his epistles. I do not understand that they can be catalogued, but
there are certain gifts distributed by the Holy Spirit according to

God s will, and not according to our fancies. There are differences

in the preaching gifts. One has more of the prophetic gift than

another, one more of the teaching gift than another, and so on.

Many of these gifts which are absolutely essential to the healthy
progress of a Christian church, and any one who is acquainted with
the life of a body of Christians can understand how varied these

gifts may be. Some of them are peculiar to individuals, and some
are general.

I think that one great need of the Church of the English-speak
ing world to-day is the want of gifts for service; I mean just the
common service of helping one another, so that people up and down
the street may know that where a man or a woman who bears the
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name of Jesus Christ lives, there will be found one who will be

ready to help in time of need. It is a great deal easier to find

people who attend funerals or visit the sick, than it is to find those
who will sit up all night and help to attend personally the one who is

ill. I have seen a whole company dispersed from the room of a

dying man by the doctor requesting that at least two persons remain
with the sufferer all night, as death would probably come before

morning. Nobody wanted to stay ;
one had to go on one errand,

and one on another, because this implied service. Across the line

and to some extent in Canada, too, I believe that they are giving a

good deal of attention to what is called deaconess work. The spirit
that animates the deaconess should animate us all.

Weshould be prepared for lowly tasks. Many years ago when
I was a somewhat helpless cripple, I occupied a room with a Bishop.
I slept a little longer than he did in the morning, and before I got
up I thought I heard something like the sound of a brush on my
boots. I rose on my elbow and saw the Bishop polishing my boots.
I insisted that he lay them down, but he persisted and finished the

job. A little after that some ladies asked me what I understood
by the Savior s words concerning washing the feet.

&quot;

Is
it,&quot; they

asked,
&quot;

a permanent obligation on us? &quot;

I said,
&quot;

It is an example.&quot;
&quot;

But,&quot; they replied,
&quot;

did not Jesus distinctly say, ye also ought
to wash one another s feet ?

&quot;

I said,
&quot;

Interpreted in the language
of the present day that means, Black ye one another s boots.

&quot;

Have the spirit of Christian service in you, and carry that to the
ends of the earth, and in every caste-ridden country you can teach
the people what depth of meaning there is in these simple words.

In the last place, we ought to have spiritual men in order to
build up spiritual churches. I think we have yet to demonstrate to
the people of the United States and Canada the full meaning of the

term, a spiritual church. If one individual becomes a fountain of

living water, with blessings streaming from his person all the time
in every direction, how much greater must be the result if we as
sociate together fifty, or a hundred, or five hundred of such persons
in a Christian church. In our cities they are having great churches
now, with one or two thousand members, or even more; but I be
lieve that if there was one church in New York, Chicago or Toronto
to-day, that had a thousand spiritually-minded members, they could
make the whole city tremble. We have yet to demonstrate to the
world the power there is in a church made up of spiritually-minded
persons. You cannot get them together by a formal movement;
they will all lose their spirituality in the process. God wants to
raise up such churches and distribute them everywhere throughout
the world. It is true of the Church in a special sense that streams
of blessing, in the broadest possible interpretation of the phrase,
will go out from such an organization. Wemust plant them. We
need them in all the great cities of the East; they will flourish
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more there than in cities of the home land. You can only provide

them by sending some persons to initiate the work, and such persons

must be spiritually minded.

May God from His throne in Heaven look down upon this

great audience and send the mighty Spirit s anointing upon these

young men and young women who are to become representatives of

Jesus Christ to &quot;the four corners of this world; and may you go

forth from this great Convention to be not only a help to thousands

and tens of thousands, but a joy to great nations, a blessing to all

humanity !

THE INTELLECTUAL PREPARATIONNECESSARYFOR
CANDIDATESFORFOREIGNMISSIONARYSERVICE

REV. S. H. WAINRIGHT, M.D., JAPAN *

WHATEVERmay be said in favor of the employment of un

educated men in the ministry at home or from among natives on

the mission field, it is certain that a candidate for foreign missionary

service should have a special training for his vocation, based upon
a full collegiate education. He should, in fact, have the advantage
of the very best intellectual equipment which the age can afford.

No pursuit on earth demands greater talent, wider information and

a more thorough cultivation of all the faculties than that of the

foreign missionary. Men of first-rate ability are required for this

service. Having said this, it seems as if nothing more need be

said to an intelligent audience on the subject in question. While

saying this, it must be forever kept in mind that the missionary

calling is a spiritual one, the purpose of which is to accomplish

spiritual results by means of spiritual agencies. Hence, however

important intellectual equipment may be, intellectual activity must

always be subordinate and subservient to spiritual power.
We are confronted in the world to-day with the unique condi

tion of a universal intellectual awakening, a renaissance such as

has existed in the past in the history of single nations, such as pre
vailed throughout Europe at the breaking up of medievalism and
as now exists all over the globe. The mind of the savage, long
dormant, has been quickened into action. The intellect of the races

under the sway of priestly tyranny in Roman Catholic countries is

beginning to think for itself; and the mind of the semi-civilized

millions of Asia, not wholly inactive in the past but moving in the

unchanging round of the treadmill, is being set free, stimulated and

* Owing to illness, Dr. Wainwright, though present at Toronto, was unable to present
this topic on the platform.
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expanded. Moved by commercial and political rivalry and incited

by the growing influence of pulpit, platform, press and school, the

intellect of the heathen world has been widely and mightily stirred

in recent times.

As an effect of this change, institutions in which superstition
has had its home are being undermined

; authority and custom, hith

erto unquestioned, are being subjected to reflection and criticism;

and life, both national and social, is becoming rationalized in all

its aspects. The intellect now plays freely around age-long practices,

beliefs, opinions and institutions.

To the heathen world thus unsettled in thought and belief, the

Christian Church has a great mission. It must encourage mental

activity and guide it. It must help to construct on the ruins of the

decrepit and crumbling civilizations a grander and more abiding
edifice. It must defend itself and its own interests against the as

saults of a most overwhelming force of evil. As we look out upon
the thought activity of the heathen world, we can see that it is

under the relentless sway of utility or thirst for gain, or that it

moves within the narrow limits of the natural order, or that in its

exercise on the highest subjects it is almost universally atheistic or

pantheistic in tendency. The mighty task before us, therefore, is

to bring, by the help of God, the mind of the heathen world under
the sway of the spiritual ; to expand it, so that it may encompass the

realities of the regions which lie beyond the sphere of time and may
establish it in the belief in the existence of a personal God. I do not

say that this can be done by means of reason. I am certain, how
ever, that reason must play an important part in the conflict.

Learning is arrayed on the side of infidelity. Atheism sits in

trenched in many colleges and great universities, and the most
subtle thought of the non-Christian world, often under the garb of

Christian faith, gives the world a pantheistic interpretation. This

opposition must be matched with learning on the Christian side. The
faith which is in us must be shown to be reasonable. This can be
done only by men of thoroughly disciplined minds. Christianity
entered the Roman world and took possession of the thought and
culture of the Greeks and Romans. Christianity, fresh and vigorous
at the Reformation, followed upon the Renaissance and converted the

mighty movement of European thought into a spiritual movement ;

and Christianity to-day is confronted with the vast undertaking of

capturing the intellect and culture of historic nations of the East for

Jesus Christ and of bringing every thought and imagination into

subjection to Him.
In view of a situation like this, we can lay down four proposi

tions, the truthfulness of which no one can question. The needs of

the non-Christian world can not be met, first, by spiritual men who
are ignorant ; second, they cannot be met by learned men who are

unspiritual ; third, they must be met by men who are both learned
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and spiritual; and, fourth, they are to be met by men whose in

tellectual life is subordinate to their spiritual life.

To make this address of practical interest to those present who
are expecting to take up work on the mission field, I would say, from

the beginning form the habit of making your intellectual life min

ister to your spiritual life while always subordinate to it. And, I

would say, attend those institutions of learning where the spiritual

is always first, where the spirit of God prevails and controls and

quickens the intellectual life of the institution. To meet and over

come the pantheism of the East, and to establish the truth of per

sonality and spirituality both in God and man, one must not have

his mind dulled with that pantheistic form of thought, which has

passed from India to Germany and from Germany into the thought
of England and America. One must be qualified to deal as a leader

with the most intricate situations and grapple with the highest

problems which agitate men s minds
;

and hence he must be a man
of strong intellectual equipment. But his dependence upon high
intellectual qualities should not cause him to yield to the easy

temptation of waging a fruitless battle of mere ideas and opinions,

or of refusing to admit the necessity of a knowledge which the in

tellect cannot supply. He must be cognizant that
&quot;

all the prod
ucts of mere reflective faculty partake of death and are as the

rattling twigs and sprays in winter, into which sap has yet to be

propelled from some root, if they are to afford the soul either food

or shelter.&quot;

With the intellect consecrated to the needs of the spiritual life

and with the grand object in view of bringing the mind of the

heathen world under a spiritual sway thus clearly understood, atten

tion may be called to a few points of special importance in the

intellectual preparation for the foreign field.

First, special study should be given to the art of imparting

knowledge. Before the modern facilities existed for the study of

pedagogy, the prophets in Old Testament times displayed great

ingenuity in presenting truth in a form calculated to impress the

mind, to stimulate thought and to enter easily into the most ordinary

comprehension. And no teacher in human history ever exercised

greater skill in this respect than Christ Himself. Advantage should

be taken of the excellent courses in the science of education pro
vided in all modern universities, and the candidate for foreign

missionary service should make himself familiar with the funda
mental laws of this subject. Especially important is the psycho
logical process known as apperception, the process by which new
facts and ideas are recognized and interpreted by connecting them
with previous experience. This mental law is of great significance
to those whose duty it is to transmit the body of Christian truth to

minds unconnected with any previous Christian history.

Making all allowance for the place and office of the Holy
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Spirit in revealing truth, there remains the necessity of employing

human ingenuity in correlating Christian ideas with the conceptions

which already constitute the furniture of men s minds in non-

Christian lands. A knowledge of the religious conceptions of those

to whomhe preaches will enable the missionary to make his message

more intelligible and more interesting. Christian truth is not

absolutely unfamiliar, even where it has never been preached. In

the imperfect religious longings and indistinct religious ideas of

the heathen world we find a reaching out for that which Christianity

supplies, and we recognize what seems to us to be a providential

preparation for the preaching of the gospel.

When St. Paul spoke to the Jews he laid the foundation for

his gospel discourse by first calling the mind to familiar facts of

the Old Testament religion ;
in preaching to the Greeks at Athens,

he made the basis of his sermon the conceptions of the natural

religion of the Grecian people. It is the aim of the missionary

to make such great ideas as the unity and attributes of God and

the eternal grounds of morality, of which even the greatest minds

in the non-Christian world have had only fragmentary conceptions,

familiar truths, not only to the learned, but also to people of

ordinary intelligence and to the young.
Second, I would also recommend that you make yourself a

complete master of the method of acquiring knowledge, which has

been so wonderfully fruitful in modern times. I mean the inductive

method. The method of self-denial by which one lays aside his

own fancies, wishes and preconceptions and asks for the facts ;
the

method by which one declares that a thousand reasons cannot prove

one experience untrue
;

the method which will enable one to approach

with ease all of the varied problems, circumstances and situations

met with in strange lands ;
the method which teaches one to frankly

recognize all truth and to look God s facts in the face without hesita

tion or fear, wherever found; one familiar with this method will

not only know how to approach and investigate truth for himself,

but will secure due and proper recognition on the part of others

of the truths and facts which it is his purpose to propagate

and teach.

One of the great obstacles to be overcome in dealing with the

heathen mind is an excessive subjectivity. There is a tendency to

give more weight to one s personal feeling, wish or surmise than

to the authority of objective fact. The missionary must fearlessly

demand that all records, traditions, beliefs and opinions be sub

jected to the test of experience, or examined according to the laws

of evidence. He can do this without fear in the case of his own

religion. Christianity does not rest on a speculative basis, or on

uncertain traditions, or on questionable authority, but is a religion

of fact and experience. It is not a system of abstract truth, but

a story of God, present and acting on the field of human history.
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It is to be supposed that every college graduate is thoroughly
familiar with the fruitful mode of investigation introduced by

Bacon, and applied now in all departments of modern study,

including the study of the Scriptures themselves; yet it is feared

that we are not all masters of so simple a thing as mental procedure
in the study and investigation of truth. Weconsider it of sufficient

importance in the intellectual preparation of a missionary to call

attention to it here. In his own study and research, when con

fronted with strange conditions, social customs, ideas, philosophies

and religions, and in leading the minds of men unfamiliar with

proper methods of seeking and weighing truth, the possession of

a scientific mind will be of great value to one. Hence we urge
that those who are being educated with a view to entering upon
foreign missionary service give special attention to what may be

regarded as the most significant intellectual process of modern
times.

The last point recommended is that the philosophical disciplines

be specially emphasized in the training of candidates for the foreign

missionary field. The courses in psychology, ethics and aesthetics,

in the philosophy of law, history and religion, and in the rigorous

discipline of logic and metaphysics, if pursued with thoroughness,
will not only produce a hardihood of intellect, but will supply the

mind with information most valuable to the missionary vocation.

Let the capacity for true reasoning be acquired,
&quot;

that hymn
of dialectics, which is the music of the intellectual world &quot;

a

hymn with which St. Paul was familiar, for the faultless cadences

of its music run through the reasoning of all his epistles. Have
a mind rigorously exact and consistent in thinking, and yet suf

fused with tenderness and devotion. I put this down as a quality
of no mean worth in the mighty conflict of clashing systems of

thought. To detect fallacy and avoid sophistry ;
to distinguish the

transient from the permanent, the essential from the non-essential
;

to penetrate to the inmost center of every problem and condition,
and from the center to see the bearing in every direction these

are qualities in constant requisition.
Missionaries are makers of new epochs in the history of

many tribes and nations. Their work is therefore creative in

character, and hence it makes strong demands upon the power to

think with clearness and foresight, and to interpret with ability
Christian principles and show their application to varied circum
stances and conditions. Their work is an innovation on traditional

beliefs and practices, and therefore awakens subtle and strong
opposition which must be met and overcome. It would be most
absurd to send forth in the face of the antagonism of the world,
for the defense of Christianity and for the work of embodying
Christian ideals in new forms and under strange conditions, one
who has not a trained intellect, a grasp of the principles of the
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religion which he proposes to propagate, a keenness of insight
sufficient to meet the needs of one engaged in the pioneer work
which he is called upon to perform.

Strong thought is demanded both in the defense of our religion
and in the great constructive work which needs to be done. The

spirit and principles of the religion of Christ are to be reproduced
in custom, in commerce, in professional life, in literature, art and

theology, and in social and religious institutions. For the accom

plishment of so great a task with such far reaching consequences

dependent upon the character of the first work done, a disciplined
intellect and a thorough education is of the utmost importance.
The missionary is responsible for the implantation of clear and
noble ideals in the minds of the people. His great concern, so far

as the intellectual aspect of his work is concerned, is with the fun

damental elements, types and presuppositions of the Christian life

and Christian civilization. To proclaim, expound and defend these

and to ground the inquisitive and unsettled mind of the heathen

world upon them, is a momentous undertaking. Let the most

thoroughly disciplined faculties and the noblest powers of the

Christian world be consecrated to work of such a character. We
do not plead for missionaries to go forth to teach science, but

for missionaries who possess a scientific mind
;

not for men to

proclaim or teach the philosophies of the world, but for men who
have as a part of their equipment a philosophic mind.

POINTS TO BE EMPHASIZED IN PREPARATIONFOR
MISSIONARY WORK

REV. GEORGESCROLL, D.D., BALTIMORE

IN speaking to the members of this Convention who contem

plate going as missionaries to the foreign field about their prepara
tion for the service, I realize that the subject assigned to me is one
that must command your consideration, if you give it any attention

at all, because of its importance, rather than for its novelty. It

is an old subject as old as the great commission itself. It is

quite likely, therefore, that in the consideration of the subject to-day
I will say a number of things that you have heard before and

that, in all probability, you will hear later on, but which ought
to be repeated again and again to each succeeding generation of

students, until they receive that degree of attention which their

importance demands.
I need not speak of the vast field to which you are going, nor

of the character of the work which you will be expected to do. To
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know that you are called of God to engage in a service that has

claimed the life-work of many of the noble souls that the Christian

centuries have produced from the Apostle Paul down to our own

day, is sufficient, when that fact is once clearly apprehended, to

fill you with a purpose and a holy zeal that will successfully carry

you through every difficulty that you may encounter either in your

preparation for or in the doing of the work.

If you have been reading missionary literature of the prac
tical sort you already know something of the countless details with

which you will have to do, and when you have been on the field

five, ten, or fifteen years you will know more. That, indeed, is

the best, and possibly the only way to learn. A practical knowledge
of some kinds of work and skill in its performance can be acquired

only through the doing of it. This, if I mistake not, is pre

eminently true with regard to foreign missionary work. In the

home Church the young man seems to be in demand, but in the

foreign field there is a premium on the veteran.

For the present, however, you are in the college or seminary
preparing for this service, and it is the part of wisdom, yea, it

is your solemn duty, to do all in your power to secure such

equipment of body, mind and spirit as will enable you to promptly
and efficiently do the work to which you are called. You will

find so many things yet to be learned when you get to the field

that you cannot afford to go unequipped in respect to anything
for which it is possible to make preparation in advance.

During my connection with this work for almost twenty-five
years there is no question that has been asked of me so frequently

by students connected with the Volunteer Movement and others as

this :

&quot; What are the principal qualifications necessary for efficient

service in the foreign field, and what special course would you
recommend the candidate to pursue in order to prepare himself
for the service ?

&quot; To questions like this I am expected to give,
if possible, a practical answer.

I. The first point that I shall emphasize refers to your phys
ical nature. You will want to take with you to your field of
labor a sound, healthy, vigorous and normally developed body.
Why do I begin here? Because the probabilities are that when
you apply for appointment your first experience will be with a
medical examiner who, if he is the right kind of a man, will ignore
your fine sentiments and preferences and earnest longings and
place his stethoscope over that irregular heart of yours, or probe
your sluggish liver and say to you, or more likely to the board or
committee that has the appointing power,

&quot;

I regret to report
that I cannot recommend this candidate for service in a tropical
climate.&quot; And that, in all probability, will be the conclusion of
the whole matter as far as you are concerned. That is the reason

why I begin with the physical.
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I need not tell you that the strenuous life necessary to insure

success in any calling or occupation in these days absolutely demands
as a basal condition, a healthy and vigorous body. The house you
live in must be kept in good condition, and the machinery with
which you do your work should be in good repair and in first-class

running order. This is important wherever and whatever your
work may be; but when you undertake service in a climate and
under conditions altogether different from those to which you
have become inured through the adjusting processes of many gen
erations, you will find it of immense advantage to have a large
fund of physical vitality to fall back upon. By the strict observ
ance of the laws of health and the proper exercise of every muscle
and fiber of your body, you should strive to build up for your
self such a physical organism as will furnish the mind and spirit
with the best possible machinery with which to do their work. You
should not lose sight for one moment of the fact that, taking it

for granted that you are here for service, the body is not one whit
less important than the immortal spirit. The mind of a sage and
the soul of a saint count for nothing so far as service here and
now is conceived, except as they are lodged in a body; and, other

things being equal, they are efficient and forceful in proportion
as that body is healthy and vigorous.

But, some one may ask,
&quot; What about St. Paul, that prince

of missionaries?&quot; Surely he was a conspicuous success, and yet,
while his letters are weighty and powerful, his bodily presence was
weak and his speech contemptible. Please do not forget that

that is what his enemies said of St. Paul. Of himself he says:
&quot;

Let such an one think this, that, such as we are in word, by
letters when we are absent, such will we be also in deed when we
are present.&quot; There is nothing in this declaration of Paul to

suggest anything weak or contemptible. The very opposite is true ;

for he serves notice that when he will be present with them, his

deeds will be no less weighty and powerful than they admit his

words to be.

There have been many conjectures as to what his
&quot;

thorn in

the flesh
&quot;

probably was. Dyspepsia, weak eyes, a torpid liver

and various other physical ailments have been suggested. I beg
to suggest that that thorn in the flesh may not have been a patho
logical condition at all. When St. Paul speaks of the works of
the flesh he is not to be understood as laying the blame on or

locating the evil in the organs of the body, but in the unsanctified

spirit that dominates them. Why may not that
&quot;

thorn
&quot; have been

a well nigh uncontrollable impulse to meet the petty, spiteful and
cowardly persecutions of his enemies with physical resistance and
personal violence? That, it seems to me, would have been one of
the strongest temptations that could come to such a healthy and
physically vigorous man as I believe St. Paul to have been. There is



76 WORLD-WIDEEVANGELIZATION

ground for belief that St. Paul had some experience with beasts on

the arena at Ephesus. The Romans were not accustomed to pit

the weak against the strong. That would not make an interesting

show. They, matched the strong against the strong. We are not

certain, however, that St. Paul ever fought with wild beasts, but

of this we are certain, namely, that if he did he came off victorious.

Why should he not, like David the young shepherd, slay a lion and

a bear or a half dozen of them ? In the absence of positive proof

to the contrary, I prefer to believe that the man who at various

times had received according to II. Corinthians 195 stripes on his

naked back, who was thrice beaten with rods, who was stoned,

dragged out of the city and left for dead, and who could never

theless get up and go at it again and keep at it despite shipwrecks,

heat and cold, hunger and thirst, in the absence, I say, of proof

to the contrary, I prefer to believe that the man who could live

such a strenuous life and accomplish what he did, was cast in a

heroic mold, that he was a man of iron constitution.

Now the body is quite as susceptible of improvement as the

mind, and while you are cultivating the one, you will not neglect

the other. You may have read what Dr. Cuyler recently said about

himself. He entered the ministry fifty-six years ago and he is

now past eighty. His father died at the early age of twenty-eight

and several of his brothers and sisters succumbed to pulmonary
maladies.

&quot; That my own busy life,&quot; he says,
&quot; has held out so

long, is owing, under a kind Providence, to careful observation

of the primal laws of health. I have eschewed all indigestible

foods, stimulants and narcotics, have taken a fair amount of exer

cise, have avoided all hard study or sermon-making in the evenings,

and thus secured sound and sufficient sleep.&quot; That is a prescrip

tion that you do well to write on the fly-leaf of your Bibles and

then carry it out as faithfully and conscientiously as anything
else that is written in that book. With all the power that is in

me I emphasize this point. You will need a healthy and vigorous

body for the strenuous and heroic service you propose to enter.

II. The second general point which I wish to emphasize refers

to your mental equipment.
It is hardly necessary to dwell upon the importance of a

thorough mental training such as may be had in the average col

lege and theological seminary. That should be taken for granted

by all, but it is not. It not unfrequently occurs that young men,
full of enthusiasm for the work and eager to be at it, are tempted
to abbreviate the work of preparation and hurry on to the field.

It may be admitted that instances are not wanting of men attain

ing large success and commanding positions in the different call

ings of life who had had very meager school advantages, and who
perhaps had never been at college at all. These, however, are

the exceptions. The rule is that the best preparation for your
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work is to be gained by following conscientiously and diligently
the course laid down in the college and theological school. A very
large per centum of the men who have distinguished themselves
by their eminent usefulness in the higher walks of life have been
college men. This fact in itself ought to be sufficient to keep
the student volunteer down to steady, painstaking and conscien
tious work in the performance of the present task, although at
times it may seem to his eager and impetuous spirit like useless

drudgery and the wasting of precious time that might be spent in

the saving of souls that are going down to death and eternal night.
You are going into a service that demands qualifications not infe
rior to those of any other calling or profession. Time spent in

whetting tools is not time lost. The chances are largely in favor
of the regular and full college course.

I would say, however, that if you make any one part of the

college course your major, let it be the study of the languages.
Aptness in acquiring a new language is a strong point in your
favor, while the lack of it demands all the harder and more diligent
work on your part. Your success in coming into close and influen
tial touch with the people among whom you may be called to
labor will depend in a very large measure upon the degree of
proficiency attained in the use of the vernacular. For this, of
course, you will have to wait until you arrive on the field, but
then to have already fairly mastered several new languages will
be an excellent preparation for acquiring an additional tongue.

You must not, however, make the mistake of supposing that
because you are a missionary candidate you must at, once begin
to specialize. I have known more than one student volunteer to

give himself so fully and enthusiastically to the study of foreign
missions that at the close of his seminary course he knew more
of the subject than all the rest of his class-mates put together,
but who, nevertheless, failed to receive an appointment because of

: his defective general scholarship.
It seems to me that if there is any calling in life in the

successful prosecution of which a full, all-round and harmonious
development of all the powers and faculties of the mind are needed,
it is here. You are to be a preacher of the gospel, and this in
itself calls for the exercise of the highest and best powers, the

possession of the deepest, broadest, ripest scholarship of which
you are capable. You should also be able and apt to teach not

only men of keen and subtle intellect, but, what is even more dif

ficult, the rude and grossly ignorant. Thrown among a strange
people you will be confronted by many difficult and perplexing
social problems. You will be called upon wisely and harmoniously
to adjust yourself to the government of the country among whose
people you reside. You will need to be a philosopher, a states

man, a financier, a diplomat. Separated possibly by long distances
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from any brother missionary with whom you might consult, you
will often be called upon to decide questions and to decide them

promptly of far-reaching importance, the right determination of

which require the exercise of a discriminating and well-balanced

judgment. It is vastly more important, therefore, that you go to

your field with a mind so cultivated and trained as to enable you
to successfully grapple with the many difficult problems that will

confront you, rather than to be filled with a thousand and one

facts and figures and local details referring to the country and

its people.
III. My third point has to do with the spiritual in your

preparation for the service. It ought not to be necessary to

emphasize this point. It is so fundamentally and absolutely neces

sary that you should be spiritually equipped for the work that

all other preparation you may have made counts for little or

nothing, if you should be lacking here. The first disciples of our

Lord had been in a good school. They were taught as never men
had been taught and by One who spake as never man spake. The
Divine Master in sending them on their world-wide mission assured

them that all power had been given unto Him in heaven and in

earth, and that He would be with them alway, even unto the end

of the world. He had promised that they should receive power
after that the Holy Ghost was come upon them, and that they
should be witness unto Him both in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and in Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth

;
but they

were to remain in the city of Jerusalem until they were endued

with power from on high. Their three years course of training,

although Christ Himself was the teacher, was not sufficient. Man
kind, then as now, was sadly in need of Christ and His salvation,

but the heralds were not yet fully equipped for their work, and
so the world had to wait a while longer. Does not this bit of

history, given in the very words of the Divine Master, emphasize
as nothing else can the importance of thorough preparation and

complete equipment for the service? If the profound and spiritually
minded John whom Jesus loved, and the bold, impassioned and im

petuous Peter, so ready and able to take the lead, were still in

need of a further enduement of power, how is it with us? Human
nature is the same now as then

;
the work is the same

; Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and to-day and forever. Quite as

much as they, you need the enduement from on high, the indwell

ing power of the Holy Spirit to equip you for the service.

I take it for granted, however, that no one will call in ques
tion this proposition. What you would like to know, what all of

us would like to know, is this : What is the nature of this endue
ment? How is it obtained? What are the evidences of its pos
session? This brings us into the sphere of the supernatural, into

the holy of holies, and I would not for a moment presume to






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































