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PART ONE 

CHAPTER I 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

The purpose of this study is to prepare an annotated bib­

liography of instructional aids for developing social studies 

concepts in the kindergarten. 

The entire kindergarten program comprises experiences in 

social living for the child. The kindergarten child makes his 

beginnings in the understandings of this world through the 

development of his attitudes toward society and his discovery 

of ways of constructive participation. Therefore, it is neces­

sary and important to guide the child's social learning by 

facilitating instructional aids that deal with the home, school, 

and community about him. 

Such materials to be used include stories, games, songs, 

rhythms, dramatizations, pictures, films, toys, puzzles, and 

miscellaneous material. 
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efficiency, and civic responsibility. 7 

The San Francisco Public School Curriculum Bulletin 

states: 

It is the aim of social studies instruction to 
develop educated citizens who will know the Democratic 
principles, who will understand their value, and who will 
act upon these principles in all personal and group re­
lationships.8 

The school and home are brought closer together by this 

process of education, thus developing the child into a well-

adjusted member of a larger social group. The rich experi­

ences provided with the kindergarten as a laboratory (setting 

of interest for physically active children to explore. and 

experiment in) under the leadership of a teacher and with 

parent cooperation, helps the .child to become self-confident, 

cooperative and enables him to learn to be independent. 

Moffatt and Howell say: 

In the kindergarten the social studies are not 
confined to definite topics. However, certain basic 
areas of living are explored, and children gain from 
the experiences related to Home, School and Community. 9 

7 d Ibi ., P• 4. 

8curriculum Bulletin, Teaching Guide, Social Studies 
Through Grade Six (San Francisco: San Francisco Public Schools, 
1947), p. 21. 

9Maurice P. Moffatt and Hazel W. Howell, Elementary Social 
Studies Instruction (New York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1952}, 
p. 7. 
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CHAPTER III 

PROCEDURE 

The kindergarten plays an important role in the all-around 

development of the child; therefore, it was realized that a 

need for instructional aids relating to the Home, School and 

the Community would greatly benefit the child in enriching his 

social growth and in helping him to live happily, comfortably, 

and constructively with other people. 

After selecting this topic for research referring to in­

structional aids of the Home, School and Community, many hours 

were spent at the Boston Public Library. It was necessary to 

weed out those stories, games, etc., which refer to the social 

studies of the Home, the School and Community. 

In order to decide definitely on Home, School and Commun­

ity as definite approaches, many courses of study were examined 

from many places, such as Gloucester, Boston, Brookline, New 

York, and other sections of the country. The research library 

at Boston University helped in determining which course of 

study could be used as a guide, and it was finally decided that 

the Brookline Course of Study for Kindergarten was a flexible 

one and as satisfactory as any. Thus, the beginnings of re­

search and a definite plan of approach to this problem were 

started in the development of Home, School and Community. 
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Poems were selected with the aid of Index of Children's 

Poetry, a collection of children's poems indexed by title, 

author, subject and first line. The Subject Index to Chil­

dren's Plays proved helpful in giving suitable age level, 

scenes, acts and number of characters necessary. The Chil­

dren's Catalog was one of the most useful tools in that books 

are listed alphabetically by author, title and subject, giving 

a brief annotated entry. 

The magazines selected for this study were Child Life, 

Children's Playmate, American Childhood, Jack and Jill, Humpty 

Dumpty's Magazine for LittBChildren. Many dramatizations were 

found useful as well as the stories of arts and handcrafts. 

The American Junior Red Cross Magazine was particularly good 

for stories, poems and puzzles. Periodicals such as The In­

structor were inspected, and many stories for thekindergarten 

child were approved. Other magazines such as The Grade Teacher 

were examined, but did not prove useful in the study of the 

kindergarten child. 

The J. L. Hammett Company of Boston has a wealth of toys, 

games and puzzles suitable for the kindergarten child. Brows­

ing through this selection, the writer particularly found the 

Sifo Toys and Puzzles excellent. The Instructo felt cut-outs 

for arts and crafts are also found at Hammett's and are useful 

for various subject studies. The Jordan Marsh Company and 

Gilchrist Company, department stores in Boston, which feature 

toys, games, puzzles for children of all ages proved helpful 
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FINGERPLAYS (Continued) 

Landeck, Beatrice, "The Mocking Bird," Songs to Grow On. New 

York: William Sloan Associates, Inc., 1950. P. 97. Illus­

trated by David Stone Martin. 

This is a hand-clapping game played by two children, which 
is somewhat like the pat-a-cake game. 

Poulsson, Emilie, "All f'or Baby," Finger Plays. Boston: 

Lothrop Publishing Company, 1893. P. 38. 

The ball, the hammer, the music, the soldiers, the trumpet, 
the peek-a-boo, the umbrella, and the baby's cradle are 
played by the children. 

Wood, Ray, "Home," The American Mother Goose. New York: 

Frederick A. Stokes Co., Inc., 1940. Pp. 108-109. Illus-

trations by Edward Hargis. 

This is f'ingerplay, making mother's looking glass, baby's 
cradle, knives and f'orks, and the table. 

GAMES 

Forbush, William Byron and Harry R. Allen, "Who is Knocking at 

My Door?" Book of' Games. Chicago: The John c. Winston 

Company, 1927. P. 7. 

One player blinds his eyes. A circle f'ormed around the 
player turns with the player pointing to one child. The 
child pointed to says, "Good morning, Frank." Frank must 
then answer by saying "Good morning" and guessing the name 
of' the child who spoke to him. He bas three guesses be­
f'orethe circle movex around again, and if' he fails be must 
point to another child. There are variations to this game 
in which a child may sit in the middle of the circle and 
teacher or one child may choose someone to knock at the 
door of the child seated in the middle of the circle. 

17 



- ---------
GAMES (Continued) 

Frankel, Lillian, and Godfrey Frankel, "Little Sally Saucer," 

Best Games for Girls. New York: Sterling Publishing Co., 

1952. P. 60. 

Sally sits in the middle of .the circle with her folded 
bands in her lap as if she were cr,ying. The other chil­
dren walk around her in a circle. She dramatizes her ac­
tions and the one pointed to becanes Sally. 

North, Robert, "Did you Ever See a Lassie?" Town and Country 

Games. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1947. P. 36. 

This is a singing game in which a laddie or a lassie is 
chosen, and the children imitate the motion the child per­
:forms. 

______ , "Farmer in the Dell," Town and Country Games. New York: 

Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1947. P. 26. 

A child representing a farmer stands in the center o:f the 
circle and chooses another child for his wife. This child, 
in turn, ch9oses another for the child, and so on, until 
the cheese is chosen. There are many variations to this 
game. 

------ , 11 John Brown's Baby," Town and Country Games. New York: 

Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1947. P. 43. 

Aft.er singing the whole song through once, the word 11baby11 

is omitted the second time, and the rocking motion of a 
baby is imitated in its place. Singing the song again 
the word "cold" is omitted, and a cough is substituted. 
Each time . anotber word is omitted, and the action is per­
formed in its place. 

______ , "Lazy Mary," Town and Country Games. New York: 

Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1947. P. 32. 

This is a singing game about lazy Mary and her mother. 

--
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GAMES (Continued) 

_______ , Mother, May I?" Town and Country Games. New York: 

Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1947. P. 122. 

Someone is chosen to be mother. Mother stands near the 
goal line . but faces the players. EaCh player takes a turn 
asking, "Mother, may I," while the other players try to 
move without permission. If mother sees them, they must 
go back to the starting line. The one to reach the goal 
first wins. 

____ , Mulberry Bush," Town and Country Games. New Yoxok: 

Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1947. P. 20. 

The children clap hands and form a circle. As they circle 
around in each stanza, each player imitates the action he 
sings pertaining to the chores each day of the week. 

____ , "Oats, Peas, Beans and Barley Grow," Town and Country 

Games. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1947. P. 14. 

A game about the farmer and his crops in which the farmer 
is chosen and a circle is formed around him. In the fol­
lowing stanza he performs the actions named, and the 
players imitate. He then chooses a partner and, in the 
last stanza the farmer and his wife bow and kneel and then 
rise. A new farmer is chosen and the game is repeated. 

____ , "Stir the Soup," Town and Country Games. New York: 

Thomas Y. crowell Company, 1947. P. 123. 

There are chairs in a circle. The one who is "it" stands 
in the center pretending to stir soup with a stick, and 
when he taps three times with the stick and drops it, 
everyone scrambles for a seat. The one left is "it", and 
the game is repeated. 

HANDCRAFT 

Beard, Lina and Adelia B. Beard, "Envelope Toys," Little Folks 

Handy Book. New York: Charles Scribner & Sons, 1910. 

Pp. 48-52. 

Bed, table, sofa, chair, bathtub, and bungalow are all 
made from en vel opes. _ _ 
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HANDCRAFT {Continued) 

____ , "Old Visiting Cards," Little Folks Handy Book. New 

York: Charles Scribner & Sons, 1910. Pp. 90-97. 

Old visiting cards are used for tropical houses, pagodas 
and other types of houses. Cards are also used for fur­
niture. 

-------' "Paper Building," Little Folks Handy Book. New York: 

Charles Scribner & Sons, 1910. Pp. 1-14. 

Paper building of camp chair, pyramid, garden wall and a 
gateway are made. Berry baskets are used for doll's fur­
niture, and straw and paper for table, bed and chairs. 

____ , "Spool Houses," Little Folks Handy Book. New York: 

Charles Scribner & Sons, 1910. Pp. 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, 35, 

and 36. 

Houses made from spools are very effective. Also bedroom 
sets, kitchen sets and dining room tables can be made from 
spools. 

Botts, Davi, "Miss Worth," Children's Activities. Chicago: 

Child Training Association, Inc., Ella H. Wells, Publisher, 

March, 1955. P. 41. 

These are cut-outs of a nurse. 

Canfield, Dorothy and Others, "Dolls and Dolls' Houses, n What 

Shall We Do Now? New York: Frederick A. Stokes Co., 1907, 

1922. Pp. 217-262. 

Dolls' houses and dolls are made of cardboard and paper. 

Horowitz, Caroline, "Clothespin Baby," Things to Do. New York: 

Hart Publishing Co., 1945, Pp. 26-27. 

The necessary materials for a clothespin baby are a clothes­
pin, piece of cloth, cotton, scissors, needle and thread, 
paste and crayon. 







POETRY 

Allen, Beulah Williams, "I Am Growing Up," American Childhood. 

Springfield: Milton Bradley Co., June 1955. P. 27. 

It tells of the many things a child can do when he grows 
up. 

Bescow, Elsa, 11 The Tale of the Wee Little Old Woman," Read to 

Me Storz Book. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1947. 

Pp. 31-32. 

This is the story of a wee woman who had a wee house. 

Brown, Margaret Wise, "Two Farmers," Read to Me Story Book. 

New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1947. Pp. 20-25. 

Margaret Wise Brown tells the story of a very big farm and 
a very little farmer Who had farms side by side. 

Farjeon, Eleanor, •A Drink of Water," Poems for Children. New 

York: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1951. P. 95. 

When a child is put to bed and the lonesomeness for his 
mother takes hold, he pretends to want a drink of water 
just to have her near. 

----, "Bedtime," Poems for Children. New York: J. B. Lip-

pincott Co., 1951. F. 92. 

Children tease to stay up five minutes more and finally 
plead tor four, three, two and then one minute. 

----, "Breakfast," Poems for Children. Nefr York: J. B. 

Lippincott Co., 1951. P. 86. 

When you get out of bed wrong leg first, the breakfast is 
usually the worst. 

____ , "Going to Bed," Poems for Children. New York: J. B. 

Lippincott Co., 1951. P. 93. 

Preparations for bed are usually a painful task. 
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POETRY (Continued) 

____ , "Blue Shoes," My Poetry Book. Chicago: John c. Win­

ston Co., 1934. P. 8. 

Kate Greenaway calls baby "Blue Shoes" and cautions that 
she must not go out alone until she is older. 

____ , "Father's Story," My Poetry Book. Chicago: John s. 
Winston Co., 1934. P. 22. 

Elizabeth Maddox Roberts tells of the children's delight 
in listening to father's story while waiting for dinner. 

____ , "Mother," My Poetry Book. Chicago: John C. Winston 

Co., 1934. P. 5. 

Eleanor Farjeon gives a beautiful description of mother to 
the little child. 

____ , "My Shadow," My Poetry Book. Chicago: John c. Winston 

Co., 1934. P. 72. 

Robert Louis Stevenson tells of the tricks a little shadow 
plays. Children love this poem and enjoy the action. 

----' "Please," My Poetry Book. Chicago: John C. Winston 

Co., 1934. P. 81. 

Rose Fyleman tells children about fairies and how to be 
careful not to tread on them for they are all about. 

____ , "The Baby," My Poetry Book. Chicago: John c. Winston 

Co., 1934. P. 7. 

George MacDonald in his poem gives a delightful description 
of a dear little baby, so soft and beautiful. 

_____ , "The Fairy Book," My Poetry Book. Chicago: John c. 

Winston Co., 1934. P. 24. 

Abbie Farewell Brown tells bow mother takes the fairy book 
to tell the children about fairy land. 
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RECORDS (Continued) 

I 1m Dressing Myself, Chidren 1 s Reading Service (Record Divi­

sion), New York. Sihgle 1011 78 rpm. Sung by Gene Lowell. 

Songs by Gene Lowell that help make the dressing routine 
fun. 

Singing in the Kitchen, Children's Reading Service (Record 

Division), New York. Single 1o•• 78 rpm. 

These Creole tunes have catchy words about food and cook­
ing. This is excellent to use when children are playing 
house and also to stimulate interest in the activities of 
the home. 

Sleepy Family, Children's Reading Service (Record Division), 

New York. Single 10" 78 rpm. 

This is a mother's lullaby introducing a fanciful · tale. 

Songs of Raggedy Ann, Children's Reading Service (Record Divi­

sion), New York. Album of two 10" 78 rpm and 45 rpm 

records and also an album of two 7" 45 rpm records. Told 

by Jack Arthur. 

Raggedy Ann and Raggedy Andy recount their adventures. 

Why Do I Have to Go to Sleep, Children's Reading Service 

(Hecord Division), New York. Single 12" 78 rpm. 

This is a dramatized story with sound effects answering the 
questions that are constantly asked toparents and teachers. 

RHYTHMS 

Crowninshield, Ethel, ttnancing Doll," The Sing and Play Book. 

Boston: The Boston Music Company, 1938. P. 22. 

The children pretend they are dollies, and some one child 
winds them and the dollies dance. 
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SONGS (Continued) 

____ , "slumber Song," Our Songs. Boston: C. c. Birchard 

and Co., 1939. P. 131. 

No harm will come when a little child sleeps on his 
mother ' s arm. 

Baker, Clara Belle, Editor, "The Dolly," Songs .for the Little 

Child. New York: The Abington Press, 1921. p. 61. 

The dear little dolly is described and it tells what the 
little child does with her. 

Coleman, Satis N. and Alice G. Thorn,, Editors, "Cradle Song," 

Singing Time, New York: John Day Co., 1929. P. 48. 

Baby is rocked to sleep, and when a star appears in the 
sky they both will be sleeping. 

____ , 11 Go to Sleep," Singing Time. New York: John Day Co., 

1929. P. 19. 

Little boys and girls go to sleep. You can have little 
dollies go to sleep. 

____ , "The Gingerbread Boy," Singing Time. New York: John 

Day Co., 1939. P. 45. 

The story of baking a little gingerbread boy at home, using 
raisins for his eyes and buttons in a row. 

Crowninshield, Ethel, Editor, "Gingerbread Boy," The Sing and 

Play Book. Boston: The Boston Music Company, 1938. P. 16. 

It tells about the gingerbread boy who is good and sweet. 

_ _ __ , "Indian," The Sing and Play Book. Boston: The Boston 

Music Company, 1938. P. 56. 

Indian boys make a lot of noise, but when they go to their 
wigwams, they step softly. 
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SONGS (Continued) 

____ , "Little White Sheep," New Songs and Games. Boston: 

The Boston Music Company, 1952. P. 4. 

The child counts little white sheep to go to sleep. 

____ , nMy Dolly," The Sing and Play Book. Boston: The Bos­

ton Music Company, 1938. P. 21. 

The dolly and all her toys are asleep, so sbe goes to 
sleep herself. 

Pitts, Lila Belle, Maybelle Glenn, and Lorrain E. Walters, 

Editors, "Walking," The Kindergarten Book. New York: Ginn 

and Co., 1949. P. 46. 

The children have to run and skip when they take a walk 
with daddy in order to keep up with him. 

____ , "I Have a Little Sister," The Kindergarten Book. New 

York: Ginn and Co., 1949. P. 46. 

The child has a sister and a dog, and the three of them 
have fun in the sun. 

____ , "Pinky Winky Baby, 11 The Kindergarten Book. New York: 

Ginn and Co., 1949. P. 47. 

It describes the Pinky Winky Baby, and tells how the child 
loves him. 

STORIES 

Bannon, Laura May, Big Brother. Chicago: Albert Whitman & Co., 

1950. Illustrated by the author. 

When sister Sally's doll is stranded in deep water and 
menaced by an enormous bullfrog, big brother Dick cannot 
fail her. He must and does find a way to rescue it. 

The illustrations are colorful, but people look flat and 
limp. However, large and simple type make it suitable for 
second grade readers. 


















































































































































































































































