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the respect for the family and its name, and also for the fear of punish-

ment, many youngsters would not indulge in delinquent acts, and if they 

somehow got into delinquent habits they would have to, in the majorit,y of 

cases, leave the family. 

Besides the neglect by the police, the schools are also partly 

responsible for the delinquency problem. When with prive.te enterprise 

and missionary interest, schools were started and opened for poorer classes! 

there was not and still is not any kind of special program provided for 

difficult children who either had behaviour problems or who could not keep 

up vdth the rest of the class. In schools, too, the last resort was pun-

ishment and not treatment for the problems of the young sters. Every child 

was supposed to be keeping up with the class irrespective of the individu-

al's difficulties or mental abilities. Those who could not comply were 

punished or were disgracefully demoted. This helped in the increase of 
I 

truancy from school, which is one of the main f actors in delinquency. 

The teachers liked to have favourite s, which was very detrimental 

for the growth of others. There was the development of the inferiority 

complex and feeling of degradation which helped develop traits of delin-

quency. 

The -..rriter has witnessed wha t is termed as "public caning". A 

child who broke a school law or was truant was beaten with a cane before 

the whole school. One can imagine how much individualit,y and self respect 

that child will have after such treatment. In fact, the greater amount 

of responsibilit.y for the problem lies with the school. The child has 

never been considered as an individual with certain needs, but he has 
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boy is recommended for the second period of probation in which he is only 

suppose<,l to report to the probation officer once a week. However, if it 

is felt that the boy would most benefit by reporting weekly to the Citizen- ! 

ship Training Department instead of at the court because of the relation-

ship established between the boy and the Department worker, then this is 

done. 

The Department which studies and observes the boy can also make 

recommendations at a:ny time for commitment, foster home placement, psychi-

atric examination, etc. The purpose of the Citizenship Training Depart-

ment is not a complete treatment of the boy, but to help the probation 

officer in conveying better understanding of the boy and his needs and to 

help in the placement of the boy in the hands of interested and helpful 

or:ganizations or individuals who would continue the treatment. The main 

aims are:. 

To aid the boy in developing a healthy attitude towards the law, 

the family , and the institutions under which he must live; 

To assist the boy in developing insight into the motives of his 

own behaviour; 

To arouse the bqy to make his own efforts in ever,y phase of the 

program; 

To give the boy a sense of achievement by aiding him to complete 

successfully certain t.ypes of activit.y. 

The Department is equipped with qualified staff to cover most of 

the needs of the boy. It consists of a director, a boy's worker, a psy-

chologist and a psychiatrist (both visiting), a crafts instructor and a 
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case worker. i 
I 

When the boy enters the program he is thoroughly examined medically. ! 

Later psychological tests are made and psychiatric consultation is pro-

vided. The visiting psychiatrist has conferences with the staff in which 
I 
'I the boy's problems are discussed and recommendations are made for treatment 

etc. 

The program of the Citizenship Training Department resembles most 
I 

of the settlement house programs for children who are normal. It is geared 

to treat the whole child by recognizing the peysical, psychological and 

emotional components of the individual along with the environmental influ-

ences of the communit.y. 

II The Massachusetts Youth Service Board. 

In Massachusetts the Youth Service Board was established to serve 

as the overall agency in a state-wide effort to control juvenile delin-

quency. 

The work of the Youth Service Board is centered around diagnosis. 
I 
I 

This diagnosis includes an examination of the child's emotional, social, 

I mental and physical status to find out the cause of the behaviour and to 

suggest necessary treatment to help the child. 

I
ll 

11 The first Correction Authorit.y act based on the American Law Insti­

tute's model act was passed in California in 194].. By about 1946 Calif or-

nia had diagnostic facilities for study and examination. The findings of 

diagnostic studies with conclusions and recommendations are presented to 

the Authority in the form of a report for planning treatment and care of 

the offender. Other states followed the pattern gradually. 
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Half of these 350,0JO cases were disiniss ed , adjusted or held open 

without further action. Of the remainder, approximatelY 95,000 were 

placed on probation and 40,000 were committed to trs.ining schools for 

delinquent children. The rest were either referred to other agencies or 

were handled in other ways. 
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