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CHAPTBR I

THE PURPOSE OP THIS UHIT

This service paper is concerned with the application of

the basic principles and procedures set forth in Pundamentals

of Secondary School Teaching and the course in the Unit

Method as presented by Dr. Roy 0. Billett in the Boston Uni-

versity School of Education to the unit organization and the

classroom presentation of the topics, "Taxation and Expendi-

tures in the City of Malden - 1946" and "Transportation and

Communications*

"

The City

The Browne Junior High School is located in the eastern

section of the city of Malden, midway between the two large

residential areas which it serves. Linden and Maplewood. It

is one of throe junior high schools in the city, the other

two being the Lincoln and the Beebe Junior High Schools.

The city of Malden is located six miles north of Boston.

It was settled by Joseph Sprague in 1640 and until the middle

of the nineteenth century was principally a farming community.

Since then it has undergone gradual changes. In turn it became

E ftoy 0. Billett, Fundamentals of Secondary School Teaching ,

ughton, Mifflin Company, Doston, 1940.

-1-
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a residential oommxinlty with the majority of its people work-

ing in Boston* Then small industries independently owned were

developed until today, Malden boasts of factories producing

such diversified articles as the iron lung, knit goods, plastic

and rubber products, radio parts, and ice cream. Over one

hundred articles are manufactured in this city.

Here Elisha Converse, one of the pioneers in the rubber

goods Industiy, established himself and founded his enormous

fortune which he and his wife, Mary, used in great part to

establish and to endow the Malden Public Library and to make

possible its fine collection of works of art.

It was in this city that Albert H* Davenport who popular-

ized the sofa which now bears his name, established himself,

and his daughter Alice willed his magnificent home and estate

to be used as a home for certain elderly and deserving couples,

residents of Malden.

George Robert White, whose memorial fund has been and is

being used to make Boston a better city in which to live,

founded his fortune here by being associated with the Potter

Drug and Chemical Company, the makers of Cuticura products.

Until well after the turn of the century, Malden was

populated mostly by people of Anglo-Saxon stock. Then the

Irish, Scotch, Swedish, Canadian and Italian peoples came in

large numbers. Another large minority group are those of the

Jewish faith who today play an important part in the commer-

cial and cultural life of the community. Peoples of other
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nationalities and races make up a small percentage of the

present-day population*

The city of Malden has a population of approximately

6£,000 people, the largest number in the city’s history* The

great majority of the people still work in Boston or in nearby

suburbs.

There are very few with great wealth, although there

are many who are economically comfortable. These, in most

cases, are descendants of early settlers, professional men

and women, and those engaged in various enterprises both here

in Malden and in Boston. These people for the most part live

in single homes with well-proportioned lawns and gardens. The

majority, however, are people whose incomes equal the average

earned in Massachusetts. They are hard-working, conscientious

people who are ambitious for their children, good church at-

tendants, and, for the most part, civic-minded. They live in

small dwellings or in two and three-family houses.

Compared with the total population Malden has very few

of the low income group. Although there are many old dwellings

in Malden, slum conditions are a rarity, for homes are kept

in good condition*

For the size of the city, we have a very great number of

professional men: 76 doctors, 44 dentists, 93 lawyers. Six

large banks serve the people and modem, well-stocked stores

serve not only the residents of Malden, but also the people

of the smaller suburbs*
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A

The Bduostional Set-up

Malden has one central high school, located next to the

most important husiness district, Malden Square. The Public

Library is directly across the street and is easily accessible

to the students. One thousand four hundred three students

were enrolled during the present year in the high school.

There was an average daily attendance of 1295. They are

served by 68 teachers, an average of one teacher for each 21

pupils. In the same building is located the Vocational High

School. It has, however, a separate administrative and teach-

ing staff. Uinety-one students are enrolled and they are

served by seven teachers.

As already mentioned, there are three Junior high schools

in the city. Two thousand eleven pupils are enrolled and are

served by 97 teachers or an average of one teacher for each

21 pupils.

Twelve elementary schools are in operation at the present

time. A few of the buildings are old and in need of expensive

repairs. It is believed that two of these schools, the Ayers

School with 127 pupils, and the Pierce School with 99 pupils,

the smallest enrollment in the city, will be tom down and re-

placed by modem schools probably located in new areas, due to

the shift of population centers.
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There were 7,395 pupils enrolled in all schools as of

October 1, 1946. Three hundred four teachers served in our

schools, an average of one teacher for each 24 pupils. In

the elementary schools, most of the teachers had classes

averaging 30-35 pupils, hut in a few cases, classes numbered

as many as 45 pupils, too great a load for the best Interest

of both pupils and teachers.

The teachers* income ranks sixteenth compared with the

salaries of teachers working in cities of Massachusetts.

While the mEuclmam salaries compared favorably with most cities

in the state, most of the teachers* starting salaries are so

low that it takes them from ten to seventeen years to reach

their maximum.

The School

The Browne Junior High School has a present enrollment

of 549 boys and girls, 180 in the seventh grade, 184 in the

eighth grade, and 185 in the ninth grade. This is the small-

est enrollment of any of the throe junior high schools. The

pupils are served by thirty teachers as follows:

5 teaching Mathematics,

6 teaching English,

3 teaching Social Studies,

1 teaching Groneral Science,

1 teaching Hygleuo,

2 teaching Physical Education,
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2 teaoMng Music,

1 teaching Penmanship,

2 teaching Freehand. Drawing,

2 teaching Manual Training and Mechanical Drawing

2 teaching Domestic Arts, (1-Sewlng, 1- Foods),

1 teaching Typing,

1 teacMng French,

1 teaching Latin and Ancient History.

$

£

The average homeroom has thirty pupils and In the seventh

and eighth grades most of the pupils take the same classes.

In the ninth grade, four different courses are offered:

College, General, Commercial, and Manual Arts.

Space Provisions and Equipment

The room .— The classroom In which these units were

taught Is located on the second floor of the building. It

Is on the front of the building and faces U.S. Highway 1 which

has a heavy flow of truck traffic passing by all day long.

The room measures 24* by 30* by 16* and has a western ex-

posure. There are seven rows of six stationary desks and

chairs. Three of the walls have blackboards giving 188 square

feet of space. The fourth wall has six windows with Inter-

vening space which Is used for extra bulletins. The south

blackboard In the rear of the room Is utilized for bulletin

boards and charts, etc. The east blackboard and part of the

front blackboard are used for giving written data, written
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exercises, and the wall charts and maps which can be rolled

down over the boards.

Equipment .— Upon the table were kept the books borrowed

from the school library or owned by the teacher, which were

used in these units. Additional books, for the most part

secured from the public library, were kept in the bookcase.

These books were used for the optional related activities.

The room is large and for most of the day is well light-

ed. It has a forced-air ventilating system at the rear and

a long radiator that extends practically the entire length

of the west wall underneath the windows. During the late

afternoon classes, the shades must be drawn because of the

glare from the direct sunlight. In the winter, the cold

northwest wind reduces the temperature to the low 60 *s so

that classes have to be held elsewhere.

The desks and chairs should be placed diagonally in a

northeast-southwest position Instead of in a north-south

position to eliminate some of the glare of light.

One other factor which should be eliminated is the loca-

tion of two rooms where music is taught. The classes are

subject to the singing lessons taught in the rooms immediately

adjacent and beneath this room. This is distracting.especiallj

in the warm weather When doors and windows are open wide.
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The test *— The items in the tests were based on the

delimitation of the unit* The first test consisted of

seventy-five items. The test for the eighth grade has sixty

items divided into four parts. The seventh grade test, con-

sisting of seventy-five items, was to be answered true or

false,as was Part lY of the second test of fifteen items. In

the first part of the second test there were fifteen items

requiring correct matching of the inventors. In Part II,

the pupil had to pick from among four multiple choices in

each of the fifteen items the correct word to complete the

statement.

In Part three, five phrases were given, of which one

was to be chosen by placing the correct letter beside each

item.

The seventh grade class was given the true and false

test as a pre-test. They were told that the pre-test would

have no bearing on their final marks. Half of one period of

forty minutes was used in giving the pre-test. After the

oompletion of the unit, the same test was given as part of

the final test. The results are shown in Chapter IV.

Time allotment .— For the six seventh grade classes,

two periods per week for six weeks were allotted as follows;

Period 1. Introduction

Periods 2-5. Laboratory work

Periods 6-8. Discussion periods

Periods 9-10. Laboratory work



CTO star sJaaJ tti a.noJi 9,17 — . taat effl
’

to SeJaianoo JasJ eOI .iicw edt io

ipfiio a.'Vi aiotcj, /fJxisis Odf TOt Jaa? ads . ^Til-'J^a»7ea
-TOO .tcoJ 9;«u- dJTOvaa odT ^j,oi o^al Sai^Tifi aaot^
ro ant ’><r.0 Tict:a otT ot ua-.r ,aastt sTii-ctaaTaa to gniiala

-IT . ttaott.tT la taa-J- 630000 odJ lo VI Jio‘I aaTji-Ba, aolot'

8ffi3S-I aoottit 938* irrenf J.aot fiaooae sdV lo ^tbii tE3xt a-rj

,il J3fil al .a^oiaenit adt to saMoJ.am J-oo330o salax'xpeT

3i Booiodo sIglJIjffl: r.aot snotcs cart -foil o* iad Xi.^mr adt
3dt atoI .K-oo 0* S30W *093300 ad* ar-ott. noatlit 8a* to -o^a

. trceiTwiTi^d-

8

diso rCcins Ic ,:ie7±3 3e 3 /iTxf<i ertl:
, 96%di‘ ftl

do«a 06 iB8 <j 39**81 *083300 oa* snioi^Xl vtf creBOdo 90 o* rx*

oalBl 6cs '-;7- ar’x 397*5 esaXo 96^35 ££*39733 edt

iXaow *;., -
, ad* *Bii* iio* 930.7 .JeoJ-Tx^ , 0.7 *t;o?

to 60*395 oco to tX.9H .s Xrac! Xantt -r drf* ao 5ti3i)0c 03 o7aa

9.-1* 30*". .t»a*-.n5 e£ft ?Uli7 *X! a* Baca but; aoJanii v*3 ot

to *3aq aa 397*3 e«i,- *89* amae od# ,**73; 9d* to aoX-i-x^soJ

.VI 3 a*33dO 3* 3ndB 038 9* *3693 9nT .* 89* Xc3!* o.dt

.c..,', 3bXo 9.6333 dXn-voa -it od* re: — .j^ipgv oJX.q oxiX -.

: 8 ff0j.iot :ia . oi-* 3lXa ex9» aSaor ;riB 30l o.'oow 30 t 8*0*307 0** '

rto^^offf oTi^-ri ,x I)Otio^
.

-(ror: z^o&erodsJ:

nol8c.JJosti- ai'Ohrel

Z'^ nferxodad . )_r-e ab^tu ^



Period 11* Discussion period

Period 12. Mastery test

For the eighth grade class three periods per week for

four weeks were allotted as follows;

Period 1. Introduction

Periods 2-4, Laboratory work

Periods 5-6. Discussion periods

Pezriods 7-9, Laboratory periods

Periods 10-11. Discussion periods

Period 12. Mastery test

The Pupils of the Seventh Grade

The unit on Taxation and Expenditures in the City of

Malden - 1946, was taught to the 180 boys and girls of the

seventh grade during the six weeks Just preceding the ending

of school, June, 1947.

In keeping with the idea to utilize every source possible

outside the regular social studies curriculum, the work was

co-ordinated in so far as possible with their work in Arith-

metic, English, Penmanship, Drawing, Hygiene, and General

Science. We sought to draw also upon outside school sources

such as the stores, city department heads, librarians, meet-

ings of the City Council, policemen assigned to duty in the

locality, firemen on duty at the firehouses in the vicinity,

the local distirict court, and the cooperation of parents.
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We are happy to report that everyone who was contacted

either directly or indirectly by means of the individual stu-

dents gave us his heartiest cooperation.

Pupil data."- The seventh grade is divided into six

divisions or classes. The pupils usually are assigned alpha-

betically although there are some exceptions to this method

of assignment. Thus the pupils are grouped heterogeneously.

The youngest in the seventh grade was 10 years and 10 months

old as of May 1, 1947. The oldest, who by chance happened

to be in the same room, was 16 years and 4 months old, as of

the same date. The average age on May 1, 1947, was 13 years

and 1 month.

The following table shows the range of chronological

ages in each of the six rooms. The ages are given in years

and whole months.

Table 1. Pupils in Bach Room, the Number, Age of Youngest,
Average Age, and Age of Oldest

Room No. of Pupils Youngest Average Oldest

"TT) -7i!r fg) f^r
' "

~"rgT'~

1 28 11-0 13-3 15-7

2

29 10-11 12-8 15-2

3

31 11-4 13-1 15-0

4

32 10-10 13-2 16-4

5

27 11-2 13-1 14-9

6

33 11-0 12-9 15-2
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