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“INTRODUCTTON:

Qne, of the mogt vital .problems among the Chrigtian

'people of Amarics to-day is that of Religioqus Educatien and how
%a secure well-trained lesdership ip that fleld. Jn.fach alk ..
over,.the world einge the time of the Great World Wer with its . .
hgrdgping effgcﬁ‘ggqphhgmanigy, the Christians have gglt,tq§1. \
purden of responsibility heasvdér than at any other time. Some-
thing mst, be done. Ng‘qifort will be ;oo,gﬁggg ig;ﬁhgiygrk of
up}iftinﬁithe humsan ra¢e. The wpglﬁ neggséghrgﬁgqang,Hipt;gga}g.
But where and how are. we. to ?ind th$€59943;sg}p 14§pig?q_9f;§pose
1&3318.» the 1e%fership ?ﬁgﬁ igswillipe. to work; for the gﬁ}égpqut

of Christ's 1deals?

-
A"

. ﬁ@p quapd for leadership is greal in Sweden. ,?gg}ably
thgﬂcoyd?t;ong_tp;;et%g ;gga;g to th;gﬁmgttﬁr are, exceptional; ate
legst entirsly diifggg?t,§ndﬁpggpsi§§'§o thewcond;j;pngzqgistipg
in America. 1$ is an old coun@ry‘yith old tfad;tipns which are
difficult to change. School and Church are intimately related. ‘
Bvery child is taught the Imtheran Religion in school. Religion
is an obligatory subject in all schools. The question is; §s such
religious obligation the best solving of the problem in & state
monarchical governmgnt? In recent years there have been several
tendencies which point to a change in the near future. 1Is the
State and Church going to be separated? If so, what will become
of the religious education now taught in the schools? Already

the question is being discussed as to whether or not religious

instruction should completely be taken away from the schedule of

the elementary schools. The radical socialists are in favor of
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its elémination. The change has gone 80 far that in the last
"Undervisningsplan £0r Rikets Folkskolor" (Plan of Instruction
for the S&ﬁools of the State), Qptober 31, 1919, theshours ffz
religious instruction in the elementary schools were reduced
from gix hours a week to only two hours. There has been an attempt
to salter the form of Inther'e Smaller Catechism that, for centuries,
has. bden-.the means of imparting the rudiments of religious instruc-
tion.

Ag a result of all thie a heawy burden is put upon the
Free Churches. How are they going to face the changed situation?
They feel the responsibility. There,gaf already forces at work,
Religious educﬁtion wae one of the greatest problems discussed on
the Fourth Ordinary Free €hurch Conference in Stockholﬁ last
Pebruary. The first and greatest demsand :0f the Free Church is
trained leasdership. To be able to discuss the question more
deeply, it 18 necessary to meske a survey of the prevailing con-

ditions in Sweden and get the background clearer in mind.
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‘Ao .A_BGeoRraphiesl. Survey:

S8wedeh 18 ‘one of the largest’ countries in Earopes **

Its areq iB 173,035 square miles, nesrly one and Yne-half “times
that. of .Great Britain and Ireland ‘togsthor,l Becalitfe. oft 4fs "1engtH-
(its grestest length being 1000 milés), +thé nature and the délinate
vary widely in different parts of the country. 2he nopthern part ¢
comes Within the Aretic Circle. Here the summérlight (¥ nf Lulida*
the: longest summerday i8 slightly more than twenty~three houre),”™
in conjunction with the mildness o0f-the cFimate catised by the -
nearhess 0f the Gulf Stream had an extraordinary effect upom - ~
animal and plant 1ife. This part is intersected by laTge river
valleys and with great mountain lakes. These Tivers are of great *
importante for the transport of timber from thé vast pime Porestsd’
and in ths erection 0f electric power stations. ‘The highlana,-'
with its large iron region in' the northern part, continues in the”
north-west part of Central Sweden and Forms ‘the 8edond iatrgebt’
iron region which is estimated to contain ovér ohe hirdred and
twenty~two millions of tonB8. Except £or this part, Cential

Sweden is & lowlend. In the Southerh’ patt mbrefavordble climatie
conditions exist. Here & rich cultivation is possible even in*the
| highland of three hundred and twenty-five to six hundred ahd¥fifty
foet above the Bea-levil. The‘most fertile' and richest aistrict
in Sweden is situated in this part.

1 A Book about Sweden, 1922, p.b.

ﬁhe Etatesman s Yearbook 1923, p«<1350.
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Be Economic Conditions: ) T T S T

o ~ e " R R e ] e

Sweden is a producer. Her grpsnp;ity 1198)}n;§he vast
natural resources. There is a great supply of wood and ironm, -
matq?ig}% without 'which the world never can ‘get along whether times
be gpgﬁ or bad. ﬂgny see in this cond%%iqg.partly agjpgp%gnafion
0of the exceptignal position Sweden was.gHL%th holduép{%qéja§$}after
the ‘World ¥ar., " While the rest of Europe is still laboring pain-
fulif to 'get ‘back to something like normal bnnditioﬁs? oné*cdﬁhtry
séems £o0 have completed its readjustment and reached ' néw ecdnomic
equilibrium on the basis of the requiremen?s created by tpe"geace
cri&%a’. That country is Sweden, the oneoéountry i% the woxld
that could '1f it cared, boast a currency with a pre-war value equal
in stability to that of the dollar."} "According to the same source
only fifteeun per cent. of the total national debt is held abroad.

Sweden has always peen an agricultural countrx. However,
therq hag been guch a development of the ipdustries that guring a

We =D

quayter of a century the industrial population incressed fr?m one=
fourth to more than one-half. To-day the population is agsut
equglly divided in the pursuit of agricultire on the ¢né hand;
commexce &nd 1ndustr;es on the other. Sweden takes, at ﬁhe:gresent
time, a prominent place among the industrial nations ;f the world.

The following tables show the distribution of the industrieg.

Biwin Baoi , "Sweden’'s Currency - Rival to the Dolliar®, ™
Current History, December, 1923, p.399.
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r - . v aas ation Value of Oufput-
Branch of Industry Pactories “Horkpedple' _~  Kromor - "
1. . . . b 3.k
Bar-iron and steel 107 22,207 355,733,108
Wworks )
Iron and steel goods 414 16,156 207,310,067
factories '
Mechanical workshops' " 904 50,598 569,600,600
Wharves and dock 128 14,733 166,672,633
yards ) .
Metal goods factories 181 6,300 121,563,433
Stone gharries and 136 4,196 12,556,369
dressing works :
Brick works . 249 8,432 46,060, 966
Flour and grain mills 1,075 3,610 228,000,838
-Sugar works 26 7,794 861,487,376
Malt-liguor breweries 284 5,973 106,073,126
Tobacco factories 15 5,167 158,804,509
Dairies 1,119 - 3,691 160,850,366
Margarine factories 22 651 49,135,666
Cotton-spinning :and 76 13,407 223,263,717
weaving works
Wool-spinning and 121 10,671 198,113,869
weaving worke
Needle works 161 8,842 141,296,025
Tanneries 177 2,583 111,044,031
Shoe Zactories 154 9,671 201,990,727
Matoh factories 17 7,699 ' 63,363,819
Other chemical 396 9,587 ‘288,987,530

industry works

Eledtpic- power 526 4,088 112,452,622
workse

Id




The. distribution of the population in main occupational
groupse The left hand column indlcates the distribution of the

A}

3 Y >
population according to occupation.

t -
I Farming - C L
11 Manufacturing .
I1X Commerce L.
.1y 1Indepenient Crafts . ) ’

4

The right hand column indicates the relation between town

papulation {black) and rural populatiiévﬁ'“tevhi%%'i. 1

P

6,000,000 ! -
\\ I\v, «\\\ ; "
8,000,000 N -
4,000,000 - __J .
. 8 ¢ |
3,000,000 | LR Ll l
. ! ) \ » t
\, . i
2,000,000 - . ]
\ 1
N
1,000,000 — -
Vo
0 ! AN |

1y Book sbout Sweden, 1922, De47.
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"C. Social Conditions:

The population in Sweden, December 31, 1921, was
estimated at 5,964,316; per aquare mile 34.41. 1% is entirely
of Scandinavian stock with the exoegtion of 29,600 Pinne, 7,100
Lapps and 3,500 Jewa. “he’ Swedes belong to the Scandinavian off-
ghoot of the Teutonie branch of the Aryan race. Their number

has been estimgted at nesrly eight millions. Of tﬁése 1,6005000. °f

M 4 .,MN&

_are in: Unitea?Statés;.Ameriba, about 450, 000 in other ‘European.

-
. .
~ W i AN

oy e e v < sy’ ,fp- - 2y st

countries and 300,000 of them in Einland. The following tables
T

‘show thé growth and movement of.thé population during fhe lasf

detades, adcording to The Statesman's Yearbook. ! .o

e o

=
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-

Movement of the Population i

Births, Deaths andl -Marriages

"\
&

Deaths Surplus of
Bxclusive* Birthe -
Total Iive Illegitimate Still- of . - over
Yeay Aing Birthe Iiving Births born .. Marrisges Still-borr » Deaths _ .
1917 120,856 18,060 2,811 35,524 77,385 43,470
1918% 117,739 - - - 38,626 104,183 13,6566
1919*% 114,506 - - 40,327 84,247 30,258
1920* 138,506 - - 42,829 78,112 60,893
1981F 126,770 - - 39,206 73,460 63,310

* Provisional
1 the Statesman's -Yearbook, p-13561.
T
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S -
EMIGRATION L -
\ Total To United States
Year Immigrants Enigrants of America
1
1914 8,636 12,960 9,589
19156 6,357 7,512 4,538
1916 6,713 10,571 7,268
1917 " 5,811 T 6,440 2,462
1918 4,932 4,853 1,416
1919 7,809 ‘ 7,337 3,7
1920 10,841 10,242 , 6,691
1921 8,551 8,950 5,430

1
The Statesman's Yearbook, p.l1351.
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The Growth of Population has been as follows:=- 1

Inorease per cent,

Year Population per annum
1880 4,565,668 0.96
1900 5,136,441 0.71
1910 5,528,403 0. 73"
19%0° 6,904,489 0.69

The Populdtion divided in 1910.as follows;= 1

' ~.§§;§ Female
Unmarried 1,690,515 J 1,686,141
Married 800,340 910,346
Widowead 106, 170 221,816
Diyorced 2,906 6,372

In 1921 there were 2,925,988 males
¥ 1921 % v 3,028,328 females

1 The Statesman's Yearbook, p. 135l.
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On Décember 31, I910, there were 21,708 foréighers in

Swedent including subjécts of -

y

Finlend. ....eeeess 5,558

Forway - cecseoqass 44587 ]

Gormany eeeegspese 3,400 ;
‘ Bpnmagk,h..,.n.;.,, 2,900
5 RUSS18  yeeqngsese 2,900
United States ,.... 816

.. The Upited Kinglom , 288 g

Other gtates .,,,¢e 1,329 -

lone Statesmants Yearbook, 1923, ps 1350.

7
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D. Bade Cheardbterifticfrand Politidal (Conaitions:’ - T oeob
“ 2 - “*’\i”"";.‘ LAY PN s w""l.,»s;
”It is possible that ancestors of the present .

F A% T J1 oL 30y
Swedeg inhabited the country about 15, 000 yeare ago. it is certain
) - e A% P B 3 »

that they did 80 soﬁe 5,000 years, a 1onger period than eny other
Buropean nstion can look back upon in its present territory, with
the exceptiorn of the kindred race in Denmark".l Through those

long ages the racial tradition has developed unbrokenly. No for-
eign conquerors have ever held the country in submission. No serf-
dom has ever suppressed the pessant. They have always had a voice
in the conduét of the nation's affairs. ZEvidently this self-gomque
edifreedom has stamped the character of the people,

The numerical wealmess of the Scandinavian nations hasg ,
in one way been their wealkmness, They have not been able to play
any aggressive role in the world's history. But in another way
it has turned out to be théi} strength. Instead they have been
able t0 use their energies in the upbuilding of their own nationjy
and they have developed & peculisr. intimacy of patriotism of which
& larger country is unable. Sweden hae not been involyed in any
war since 1809, During this time the nation has progressed re-
markably on economical, social and scientific lines. Art and liter-

ature have prospered, |

The present form of government in Sweden is that of
Constitutional Monarchy. The executive power is in the hands of
the king, who acts under the advice of a Council of State, hesd of
which is the Minister of State. The Riksdag (Parlisment) consists

1
A Book about Sweden, 1922, p.l6.
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of‘twq Q;iamhe;_'g. The '‘gystem of voting i1s proportional. In recent
times tHe Bégisl Democratic party has had a strong influence, which
is the reason why the Constitutiopn has been placed on an extremely
broad democératic basis, perhaps the-most democratic in Buropee.

~
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Ee The:Religidus Condittons: -~ .

1. History: :
a..The.8tate Church: -1t seemed to take -a“long time

for Christianity to réaeh Sweden. -The first time the’‘words -of
Christ .were spoken before the Swédish people was in :A.D. 830" by a+
monk from France, the Apostle Ansgarius. Not ‘before 1008 was thé
first king, Olof Skotkonung, -baptized: -Difing the whole-Middla*
Ageg the Swedlsh Chuiéh was relateéd to the Pope o0f Rome. During -
this time Swedén madé a grest contribution to-bhe Chiistian’ rife

o# Ruroper through 'Saint Birgitté, who *bF¥ganized an ordeé¥ that was ~
sanctioned irn71370. The Swsdish Reformation in thé-sixtéénth v
éentury came ﬁ%gether with a political ene. At th8 RiRedag in |
Vasteras, 1527,1it:was determired that God's woid ‘should ‘be presch-
ed in Sweden.and that thé King, not the Pope, should be the highest
authority of the ¢hurcha JQuring the following centuries the dhUfdh |
developed and received the spscific:"Swedish charddteridtics,

b. -The Free Church Movement: As ‘eatly as thé sevens -

teenth centiry thére were people who -demandéd individusl Fresdom in
the choice of derominations pweferred: ThHrough thHe "kdinventikls-
plakatet® .in 1726, 8ll private :meetings of religious character-were
prohibited and. this- law.was in force until the year 1858, Many ‘o€
the new sects o.rga’niz‘e"a 4 Brgland ‘and ‘America- i® the ninetsenth *°
century had found their wey: t4: Sweden, and under "the protectiod of *
the Dissenter: Iaw of 1873 they orgaenizé® ome of the ‘Sta¥é-recdgnized

3 +

denominations. ; ’ 2t . Lo .

3
¥

/
o
4

@t
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2+ The Prese§t~Conditiona:

‘@s THo- State:.Church: Sweden ig one of the .few

countries that s$ill keeps. & close relation between State and
Church. But in-recent years a movement has been. tending, through-
out the Scandinavian -countries, toward the separation of State and
Church. The Iutheran: Protestant Church:is recognized as the- State
Church. in Sweden agd the mass of the-people belong to this. .The
king has to be a8 mtheran. The clergy are chiefly supported from
the- parishes by taxation .and the proceeds of the Church lands. At
the census of 1910; the nunmber bf-ﬁnvangelical Lutherans™ wag esti~
mated at 5,497,689, Aside from the Lubheran population there-were
Protestante, Dissenters, Methodists, and Baptists mumbering 14,716;

3,070 Roman.Catholice -under a "vicar Apostolic residentia? in Stock-
nolm; ;6,112 Jews, and others. I

b, The Free Churchess "The Board of Foreign Missions
of the Methodist Episcopal Church and the American Baptist Foreign
Mission Society gustain evangelical work as follows: 1,819 churches,
1,268 preachers, 72,873 members, 1,501 Sunday Schools, 87,697
scholars.” 1 This movement of the Free thrchee has paid & great
contribution to the country. There has been & veévival of other
churches. "?he evangelistic movement within the State Church, with
8 large interest in foreign missions, is in no small degree due to
the influenece of forces set in motion by the Methodists. It cannot,
however, be said that the need for an evengelistic emphasis in
Swedish Protestantism outside the State Church is at an end.” 1

1 phe Statesman's Yearbook, 1923
World Surve , Foreign Volume, pP.56.
The Wbrl% Bervice of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 1923, p.l1l99.
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L4

The Free Churches of Sweden have recently organized
the "Samarbetnings" or United Work Committee. Iast February the
FPourth Ordinary Fpee Ohurch Conference was 'held. ‘Difffetent sub-
jects were discussed such as the education.of the-youth of the
Eroe Ghurches, the religious instruction end the united work of
the different denominations. An address was sent to He Xing
concerning the "Religionsfrihéts Kommitteen” (The Committée of
Religious Fpeedom). This Committee was established by the king
to make investigations in that field, There are such qﬁegtiéns'
to be solved as the laws of marriesge ceremony, burial service, -the
right of Pree Church members to hold an offi¢e in the state.such
a8 Minister of’the Cabinet, teacher of Religion, teacher in the
Public Schools, and so on. |
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P. The Baucdtional Conditicns: .
1.‘Tﬁe’Géﬁeﬁa;fzduéatioﬁal_§yatem:* :

a. -Adminfstration of :Bdicationiy« The close .connection
betwden educat&on'and the Church 18 peduliar to :Sweden. Both
Church 4nd School rangé under the' EBoclesiastical.Dapartments. Xvery
parish has atleast one cormon. 8chool financed by 'the State and
parish, The State is now contributing twenty per.cénts:of the coste

A loeal schoolboard has ‘charge of details touching the schools of
each parish. The pastor was formerly an ex-officio member of the
Board, but according to recent ruling he mist be .elected like the .
others, Special attention has been paid to the school inspection.
The State appoinfs inspectors that visit the schools, investigate,
oxamine and-report td the school authorities, The schoolboard
fixes for -every district, the plan of instruction under the 'guids
ance of a "Normal Plan” that is drawn up by the Eecleslasticel
Depaitment, . ' "

b. Flgmentarz School: In Sweden there.is only one
. per cente. illite}acy. Public elementary education has been: com= -
pulsory since’1842. [he age of requifa& attendance is between
gaven to fourteen years. Children not attending schobdl under the
supervision of the Government mast furnish proofs of having re-
ceived privete instruction. This compulsitory system has kept
the per centi. of illiteracy low. A8 & result, among the recrults -
of: 1916,: only 0.16 per tent. were unlettered, and only 0.32 per
cent. unable to write:

The common sdhools are called "Folksﬁolor" dr the

People'’s School., The Bommon séhool porioditoversteix yearsy and
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ig divided into a primery courge“of two years and an elementary
course proper of four. ThHe 'common school gives instruction in the
following subjects: Religion, Swedish, Arithmetic, Elements of
Goometry, Swedish History, Geography, Hature-study, Drawing,
Gymnagfics, Music and Handworke. ‘Qhe amount of work is equivalent:
40 the work covered in the eight grades here. In 1921 there were
in the elementary schools 25,384 teachers and 5Q5,520 pupilse.

The table on the following page shows the time
schedule per week in different subjects in the various grades '
according éé the 1ast Plan for the elementary scpools of the State,
October 31, 1519,

‘¢, Secondary Schoolss There are two systems of

rsd
o

schools in Sweden. The elementary school or people's school is
not‘a common basic school. Separated from the elementary school
runs ﬁhéf“aeconaary gehools". For several years they give neariy
the saée instruction in some gubjects, but. the foreign languages -
are sbsent from the curriculum of the eieméntary‘schbol. A béy‘ia
admitted to enter a secondasry school for boys, after three years in
the people's school, at the age of nine. The secondary schools
have two divisions: the real-school of gix years and the gymnasfum
of four years. The namber of hours per week devoted to the warious
subjects- in the secondary schools for boys is shown in the table
of the next page. Those schools are located only in the cities ;nd
the large tvwns. The State is responsible for the finances. The
eommunity provides the pbuildings. A small tuition is charged.

For the girls there are special secondary schools,

usually with three years of,greliminary work and seven or eight




Schefule-of "‘Hours fox ﬁéﬁchers and Bupilsrl*

felule-oX Sov k
AmForm
A SGxgééGra&e School > R 1
Subjects Pimery . A RS
s : A ) T2
1..2.8.4.5.6.71
N
Religion . 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 14 _
$wedisﬁ | p ) )
Spesking and reading 7 7 6 5 65 & B 30
#riting and Grazmar 4 § b6 B b5 5 b sa
Arithmetic snd Geometry 5 4 4 5 5 6 5 - B .
Home and Comminity Study 2 % 4 - = = - 10
Qeography . - = =« 3 2 2 3 10
Hatuge Knowledge - ® = 82 3 & 3 11
History - - - 2 2 8 B 10

29 21 21 84 24 24 24 157 .

®Arbetsovningar® - S8 22 2 e e e = -7
Drawing : ce e = 1F 2 2 2 7% -
Music 1 1 :2 1% 1 1 1 8%
Gymmasium with .Play snd 1 2 3 B8 3 38 & = 18 :
- . - B 7 6- 6 6 6 &b-—-

¥ s < -
- Q

54 26 26 850 80 H0~ < 198

% RS
- kY & - , .
g, L owa P e

1 Tranalation “from Un&brvisningSDlan for Rikéts Folkskalor, lglé ‘ﬁ?V.
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? Number of Hourg per Week Devoted tq Bach Subject:

7 &7 7 4n tHe SedondaFy Schools ‘for Boys e
.. -Real-8chool Real-Gymnasium Iatin-Gymnasium
Subjects _ “Year * Year Year

1 2 3 4 5 6 riftriz'zf T_fr- 11F 1v
Religion 3 & 3 3 3°2 3 2%2"2 "2 2 2 2
Swedish 6~ 5§ 6 4 3 3 3 g'3 & 5 2 3 3
Philoaephic 7
pgogaedeqtics - = =, = = - = - 1M 1 - - 1 L
German 6 6 6 4 4 3 2 2 2 2 2 L% 2’w#2
Buglish - - - 6 b5 4._% B_.2 4 2 2 2 2
Fropch - = - - gF 2F - 4 4 4 - & 4 4
Iatin - = ® = e« = = = - - 6 6 5 6
éregk ) . Al i
History ) 2 & 8 3 & 4 & 3 & 38 3 3 3 fa
Geography 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 = - 2 1 - <
Mathemstice 4 5 5 6 4 5 7 6 6 6 5 4 4 5
Biology 2 2 2 1 2 2 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 1
Physice - - - 2 1L 2 5 2 4 B 2 1 2 2
CHomistry =~ - - - 2 1 2 2 2 2 - = - -=
Handwriting 2 2 1 = - = =~ < = = = = - -
Drawing 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 5 2 2 2 2 2
Gymnagtice 4 4 4& 4 4 6 6 6 § 4 6 6 6ﬁ 4
Music 1 11,31t podod 3o 1 gn‘&%
POTALS 32 347 -B5 357

* ‘Optiondls *'THo¥6 teking French are’ excused from Drawing v
* Those takin Greek in the third year sre excused from Mathemat-
.~168 {4 his:J &nd .Drawing (2 hrs.) 'and- take Efiglish only one hour
kK Those takin Greek in the fourth year are excused from Mathemat-
‘168 (6 hra.? -and*Dréwing (2 hre?v): LI
The School Review, November, 1923, p.690.
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years inm the school propep. These are privats.instifutiors, and
are mainly dependéent on tuition fees.:.Some receive aid from the
State. and from the local government.

Tﬁe difference betwoen the peop193§ school mnd the
gecondary school makes a trand8fey difficult .and expensive. “It:
keeps the intelligent ¢hildren of parents with a small income from
acquiring -a-highér education. The system does not. satisfy the de-
mand of. a modern democratic society. As & result of the dé&mocratic
awakening theré has been an attempt in an .Opposite direetien., Hew
types: of schdols have already beén creatéd) In 1905 the co-educa-
tionsal re&l-sqhobl in the smller towns, and in 1910 the municipal
middle school, (built on the foundation laid by the peopldls school)
galned recognition by the State.

d. Present Reorganization: Among the working classes

there have been and are, at the present time, two great demands:
(1) That the people's school be the common basic school for all,
and the lower grades of the secondary school be abolished;

(2) That the State should provide equal opportunities for girls as
for boys. A great step toward the realization of these demands
came in 1918 when & social democratic cabinet was formed with an
elementary school teacher as Minister of Education. A committee
was organiszed to work out the plans for a reorganization. The main
report was delivered on April 28, 1922. It was proposed that the
foundation for all schools must be laid in the public people's
school with a six~years'course, No other institution can receive
financial aid from the State or the community. For secondary educa-

tion.are proposed four different kinds of schools;~ real-schools,




es

éirls schools, gymagia and lyceums. All students' fees should be

entirely abolished. mhs State takes pyer the main burden of
expense. The local cqmmunity has to provide the buildings.

There has been another recent change. Eha Swedjish
law of 1918 requires the publie achool education enﬁing at four-
teen years, to be continued by & minimum of ‘60 hours, or ‘a ’
pericd aliove that, up to a maximum of 640 hours. Those dan be °
distributed over atleast two years, and at mob% three ydars.

Phere are two lines of Schools, one of tocational studies &nd b6 *

of general Btudies of anr advanced charscter.
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2. The Religious Bducational Program:

a.,Tpa gtgte Qyureh:

¥

(1) Currgnt;rrqgram in Different Schools:

w—

As State Church and School always have been and still sre so close-
1y;;913ted in Sweden, the mein subject in the elemeng?r; school is '
religione The most important part of the 1nstruct16; in that subjeédt
haé‘been the imparting of Luther's Smaller Catechism in the pupil's

life, But there has been an awakening, One of the most vital
problems in the school-world in Sweden today is & change in the form

and the method}of religious imstruction in the elementary schools.

(2) Recent Reformations:

{a) Time offered an the schedule:

In the law of 1918 the hours o% rékigﬁnqg,inbtruotiqn'wqrq reduced
to two hours per weeks, Before that year, five hours reliéipus
instructioﬁ per’ week  were required in the elgmentary schgoi; “The
table :on the following page shows the .distributigon of hours in -the

proposed schedule of the New Real-School and the New Gymnasium,

{b) Instruction and text-books:

Another question is that of text-books as basis for this instruc-
tion, A4As early as 1903 the first notion appeared in the Riksdag.
The question was taken up again in almost é&ery session from 1908
until the present, A committee was appointed in 1911 to prepare

& new text-book as a guide in the moral and religious instruction,
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%Y : » - s A R . ¥ " .y
Proposed Bchedule of Weekly Class Periods 17 Religion

T in'the Néw Real-School 1!

¥ . » A

' > ’ ta ? t»;.
Subjecth , Class |, Total
. I 11 “I1X 1v T

Religién 2 gt Ty rig o~ (SN

z ' -~
L ] [ L L J [ ] L :} :‘ L 4 -+ .i [ R

Proposed Schedule ofAWeekljy Class Periods in Religion

in ‘thei_ New anmasium 1
“ - »® e ¥
Latin Modern Language Real~ .
Gyrmhasium’ “+Bymnésiam’ * - Gytnasium ¢
Subject Class ¢iass ° *Glass *

I'" IX, IXI Total XI. II III Total I II III Total
R i e e eaips  ppn s e S =

4, ®

Réligion 2 2 "B 6 2 1 4% B 2 1 " -3

A

1 .
The School Review, November, 1923, pp. 695~699.

Y
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The prepared books have all seemed unsatisfactory, and the work

18 8%ill in the hands.of the board. 4 solution of the preblem is
given in the "Undervisningasplan for Rikets Folkskolor™, October 31,
1919, a translation of which is found on page 32. "The 'attempt thus A~
made to alter the form of Inther's Smaller Catecéhism-cut deep into

the religious -traditions of the Swedish people, to whom. this book

hag been the means of “imparting the rudiments of religious instruce
tion for centuries.?l ©The criticism was great. The conservatives

in the State Church consider it impossible to turn from the church
traditions. The radical socialists want a2ll religious instruction

A

taken away from the elementary schools. They have no use for it.

(3) Teacher~training in Religion:

L3

ﬁverg ppblio school teachr, except‘those in the larger citises, ﬁﬁs
to téaéh this subject g? thegﬂormg;‘§choo;s of theQState,%ga the
Colleges of Education. The positiongwaé teacher in religion at the
gecondary schools and the gymnasium are held by the Theolggy
Doctors who are graduated from tHe Theologicsl Departiient of the

Universities. : . . '

(4) Present Programs in Local Churches:

v
-

Vory little i8 done in the State Church’'in the-Sundsy ‘Sekool ‘field.
To the State -Church trdditidn belordgs the confirmation of the youth
after finishing school. But this is no longer compulsery.

. -

1
Pearson, Schools of 8ecandinavia, Finland and Holland, p.30,
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- c. " Cirridulin -’ t -
Religion
Aimo )

THé-aim of the rélipions instrdetion’iii“the elbmertary
schools (folkskolor) ies to give the pupil according to his capace-
ity and needs, su;tdgle,kngw%edgg of the originy, content, and
deéélapment'of Chrigt;gqi£; 80 ag‘pg‘gromogg,his religioug and

moral development, ) ' o
oA d . 165, O v w R

‘ A-Form” T

Seven Graded "Schoolé . i

élﬁgs i. §Eqriee from tneiBible'simp;y told (esp;ciplly from the
éospgl) with the view in mind to lay the foundation for the child's
first religi;us and moral conceptions. In connection with that,
ghort versés from the Biblé i ‘memorize, Séverdl paslms (from the

Swedish Hfmal), morning ahd <ventng prayers, snd gracé at meals.

claes 2. Stories from the Gospel and thq 014 Testament aimply told,
In cnnneotion with that, short Bible verses to memoxige, some

pealms end hymne, the Lord's Prayer and the Benediction.

Class 3. A selection of parte from the 01ld Testament (especially
stories in chronological order in the Bible text). Short Bible

verses to memorize, psalms and hymns.

1 Translation from 'Undervisningsplan for Rikets Felkskolor),,

October 31, 1919.
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Class 4. A selection of parts from the Gospel, in chronological

order, suited to the age. Short verses from the Bible to memo-

rize, and psalms and hymns. .

~

Class 5. A selection of parts from-the Book of Acte, 4in chrono-
logical orde?.’ Jesus' sormond and perables. Bible verses to

memorize and hymns. .

01asa 6. A selection of parts from the 014 ana New Testament with
a spegial strong religlious and ethical emphasis. The Sermon on
the Mpupt and a short reapresentation, ;déﬁiéa to the child, of
the Christian Doctiines of 11fe and faith. Simple stories from
the history of the church, especisally from the ﬁ;story of the
Reformetion. In connection with that,“the reading of Imther's

S8mell Catechism as an historical expression of Iuther's concep’d

of the mein erticles of Christianity.

Class ®. Stories and descriptions of charscters and events of
importance, showiXg the developnent_ and establishment of the re~
ligious and moral life during different ages. In connection with
that, reading from the Blble and other literature as foundation
and as 111usfration of the teaching. Short respresentation of the

ritual of the church service snd a survey of the ecclesiastiecal

year.




be The Free Churches:

The Sunday School work is
almost entirely 1n the hands of the Free Churches. A Sunday
School is connected with every church. Acocording to the Year-
book of 19228 of the Methodist HEpiscopal Church of Sweden, the
statistics show that there are two hundred and eighteen Sunday

Schools in this Church, 1,470 teachers and other officials, and
21,660 children. But the Woxk ie in the hands of a staff of un-
trained workers. In:the%lgpt,yeaxgm.g national mgqeqqnt,amgng
the youth of‘the @tge Churches is ;oii;eabié. h&h;;e are two

organizations: -

(1) Fria Eristlige Studentforeningen, an organiza-

tion among the graduate students at the universities with 330

members.,

(2) Fris Kristliga Gymmasistforbundet, an organiza-

among the under-graduates with sabout 500 members.
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Problem. -of .the. Decreased In

R e < W Bt PRMOR

4.

gtruction .in the- .Pmbl.ig Schools:

The. survey -of. the educational conditiong in Sweden
ghows the tendency of a rapid .decrease of the time qf:f;qreq in the .
curricujum of the, publig schools to religious i:.zxs,tnqcyti‘op. Yet in
the secondary schooll,religion is ranked among such. subjegts 88,
history, langusges, .etc., and given ti;e same amount of time. The
last Kurs-plan shows many desirable improvements in the field.
Memorization of the Iutheran Catechism ig no lopger required, .and-
the Bible is more widely used ag a textboqk, and the teaching.is
1aid on a broader plan. Still.the.conditiong raise the question
as t0 whether or,not religion in the future is going to.drop 6u1;
of the publig school ¢urriculum and be replaced by the subject of
ethice, 0f course, thegre stil}l remains the ideal solving of the
problem., The 0ld .conservatisn. c;f the $tate Church must leave
place for a fyeer spirit, .~ fox -bresdmindedness.
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B. The Question of Non-8hiristian feachers in Religion:

& 2y o t 7

Th@USt;te furnishes the training courses for the,
teachers of the public schools., The Normal School training gdvers
four years, .Eromkthelbeginning ofnitg history, xe}ggion has been
the most important subject in its curriculum. There hag also beeg
a tho:aeghgoing instruction gnd training in teaching religlon.

The technique of teacging~religion is separated from that of téach-
ing other subjects. The teaching has'nainly been done in accorde
ance with the catechetical way of instruction. XEvery publiec school
teacher has to teach religion whether he wants to or not. There 1is
a long standing rule that the teacher must be a good Christian and
a member of the Imtheran Church. He should look upon his task as
teacher, in the good Lutheran way, as his "call®™, Our time is not
favorable to the growth of idealism, ZEverybody wants a living.

To be a teachser is & rather good position, Many enter the field
without the idesal point in view. It is a way of support. Whatever
hig beliefs may be, he has to tgach religion. Many a conscientious
teascher has, later on in 1ife, been put in a rather difficult
position. What is one to do? 1In the cities and larger towns it is
possible to get a position with teaching in only a few subjects‘
which do not include religion and escape from this trouble, but in
the country school no such solution will be possible.

It is obvious that the teaching ¢f the subject will suffer
from this unsatisfactory condition. There is an important personal
factor in réligjous education thst canno} be over-looked. "The

teacher 18 always greater than his lesson and what he is, is greater

“ ’




“ip greater 'bhap what he says. The religious education of the
young depends more on the gift of persons, on contact with lives,
than on anything else." 1 fhe denger of destructive teaching in
this subjeét is certainly greatef than ié cemmo;ly recognizeir
In many esses it would without doubt be bebtter to omit it entirely
from the schedule than to have it offered by those who 40 not give

¥

- ‘ LY
personal assent to its teaching,

&3

1
Cope, Religious Rducation in the Family, pe259.

.- ~
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c. mhe Historlcal.and Ethioal Interpretation of the Bible:

= s

"There is no human need more vital, more permanent
more continuous, or more unive;ea} than the moral and religious

need.”1

But religious education is not merely teaching ethics.
Religion has to do W1th the relstion between man end his maker.
Bducation means more than instruction. Education is & unitary
process, Inetruction is only a part of it. Under the present l
conditions of teaoher-tralning, there is great danger that the
1Qg§ruction will be reduced merely to a study of the Bible aa
history and literature. Will that glve the child a religious
education? Religious education means much more than instrué?ion
in the literaturs, the'41story,”and the philosophy ;f religign.
Religion is a matter of thinking, feeling and willing. "Religious
teaching results in religious feeling, religious acts, and relig-
jous knowledge, mhis involves prayer, conversion and the usual

-~

phenomena of the rgligious experienge,"ja The aim ought to be to

»

develop Christien personalities. But in this process the great-
est factor is the power of stimmlating personality. "Iife can
only come from 1ife, and lives can only come from lives. Person=

ality alone can develop persona.lity.“a

1

Athearn, The Church School, p.&55.
2 Athearn, Religious Rducation and American Democra#z, p. X0 .
B Cope, Religious Bducation in the Family, P




D. The Problem of Teadership:

Probably in no other field is the demand for trained
leadership so great as in that of religioua education. It has
to deal with the finest and most sacred part of the human nature.
It is of supreme importance that those wha deal with these vital
matters should have the finest and best traiging. No age before
has been in sucﬁ great need of men and women who think in terms
of spiritual values. Those in Sweden that have the training
necessary for a leadership in the fiei& of religious eduecation
are the teachers in the public schools. The State furnishes the
teacher-traiﬁing courses in religion and employs the teachers in
the public schools. ghe situation arises where the Free Churches
are - slmost entirely lacking a competent and trained staff of
leaders.' In brief, the situation is as follows: Compulsory
teaching of religion in the public schools by Btate-trained re-
ligious teachers has not proved gdtisfactory to the adherents
of the Free Church. The Free Church has determined to create
its own system of religious teaching, but as yet it has no ade-
quate system for training its leadership for this technical service.

B -

T
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Part III
A YSUGGE\SEL"ED PROGRAM FOR LEADERSHIP TRAINING
S o T e S B Y —
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A. To ueet ;m@pdiate Needs under. Present Condition8°

l. Kind of Leaders Nooded:

- ~

d . - -

The conditions already discusged in this thesis -
‘and the p:oblems discussed in connection with the reformations in
the field of religious educastion, point at & time when the Free
Churches have to face new problems. They will, in & higher degree
than at present, havie to share the burden and responsibility of
the religious training of the youth with the State Church. I} is
ghown that the PFree Church is almost coﬁﬁlé%%ly lacking théjnec:‘
eéeary workers.. The first duty of the Free Churches 18 to fill
this need., It seems to be the only means of solving the problems.
They have no right to wait longer. A well-trained leadership will
not be built up in the same day that it is plammed. It takes time.
And the need is great. ‘

The sugééstgﬁlp;bgram that is going to be developed
here is worksa out from the standpoigi of the Pree Churches, espec- -
ially with the Methoaist Church in Sweden in mind. '

) Preceeding discussions show that the need of
trained leadership is not only a need of fhe future, it ia even

=,

greater at the present tima, There must be more trained 1eadere
to carry on the program of the Free Churchee of todaye. The imnéﬁ-
iate aim will be to make the present Sunﬂay School as strong as
possible in the local churchese. They are at the present time in
charge of an army of ﬁ££rained gnd unsupervieed‘teachers and
officers. The heed for trained workers is great. ‘The leaders

needed may be éiaseified in thres grouﬁs:
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(la Teachers, and .other officers, (officers of the
‘Courieil and thé Bxecutive Staff)

(2) QOrgenized supervision (Superintendents, Relig-
jous Directord)

:
o

(2) Tegchers for teachgr,tfaiﬁing Courses.

.
.

2. Source of Rellgious Leader3°

e <

Where are those ledders for présent and future ndeds
going "to be fouﬁd? At ¥¥ret thére is the present steff of teachers
in the local phﬁr&hés that néed a further training. If they do’ xot

have the training needed they still have one advdntage, they have
the ‘experience back ‘of them to build on.

The second place to find the matorinl for ‘leaddr-
-ghip is-1f the young mem and wdmen's ‘classes. As“willy be developed
later in this paper, it will‘be of value to change over those class-

eg~into traiiirg classes for teachers and give them the needed in~
formation and knowledge. To be sure of leadership in a future, ;t
will be worthwhile as soon as ﬁgésible to have the lesdership J
problem in mind when desaling with the youth of the later adolescencs,
those that are later on going to be members of the young men and

young women‘s class. Then is the right time to train them for

ugefulness for others.

The third place to seek for leaders is in the student

apd.gymnasium organizations of the youth from the Pree Churches
(PeK.S. and P.K.G.), and among the students preparing for teaching

Y

a4t the Normal Schbols&

*




.

lifications Eseen‘bialvto ‘Leadershi

The Sanday- Sehbol teacher fust realise He is not

a teacher in the merely setular -sense. He must® rather $ake it in
the sense that Jésus wad & teacher., He is & motlder of -himsn s
soul8. ™The object?of the Suhiday Bchool is 40 impart the gresat
trutha of morality and- ¥eligion and %o translate them into action
and character.m 1 The"qeader must be -able to feet those needds To
be a teacher in-Sunday School requires both skill and knowledge.
"Native abllity maKes .8kill in teacRing possible,- knowledge and « °
training added: to natutal: endowment make such skill an actuasl and
dependable pers'o‘nai 'pb's’seseion".!"g‘ Phose qualifications that are
most important for: leadership in this field cen be summarized in
the following points; personsl good characteristics, spirit for

service, s vitgl religious life’and & good. préparatiom, i

‘4o Trgiding Coursed; r - y

a, IP the ;)epominatiprgs: At the present time the
Free Churches are not ec;onomically strong enough to carry on &
very large program with training courses. They have gtill to
support, through taxation, the State Church. But through co-t;pera-
tion the PFree Churches might be able to start with & programs '

'Bhe aim of those training courses should be to train

leaders of a speoial kind in the different denominstions, such as

1 'y
Pattese, Elements of Religious Pedago Pell.
‘2 Brown, Primer of Teacher Nraining, pofl.
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I

superintendents and. religiouns director. Ths vital purpose mst:

be to make the situation clear, put forward the problems and needs

and give information and training.how: to .meét those problems. They
will then g back to the different local churches and denominations

and give back some of the inSpiration and vision, ‘
The courees offered will be of two kinds° summer

&

coursges for a longer perioa of time and series of lecture wesks

Ay

in the larger places.
Y} - £

be In the Loesal Churches. The leaders who have attend-

L, ws

ed the training courses will now be re3ponsibie for the work in the

-

local churche They will come back not only with 1n3pi;ation but
also with g definite plan to work after. To train the teachers of

Bunday School is the task of the local churches, In sqme places,

~F ™

~

as will be taken up later, it probably will be possible to work out
& comunity planufor teacher tra;ﬁing to meet the present needs,
There is one advantage over the conditions of the present time and
hag to be taken into account when organizing the work, There is a
common background to bulld on. Everyone to work with, fiom the
teacher to the child, has a common background of Biblical informa-
tion secured in the public schoel. It will surely, even at the
present time, be of importance to have the curricula of the elemen=-
tary school in mind when planning the work of the Sunday School,
It is of value to have some unity in the plan.

The aim of the training courses will be to mske real

teachers, The method to be used cen be divided into three parts:




{1) The teacher must be given a broad, spiritual
interpretation ¢f the lessons to be taught later on in the Sunday
School. ) ‘ |

(2) Thé methods a.na principles of teaching.

(8) chila~8bulys - ‘

* 4

There are three, kinds of teacher=~training courses
possible to work at the present tims, ,
(1) A regular weekly teachers' meeting with a definitely
plannea.program, careful ‘prepara.t_ion,t aznd competent leadership.
(2) The young men's and young women's clags has a8 &
goal to securs and itraipn the future leaders. .
(3) In some places where possible a community plan of
teacher training courseg will be worked out.
-In conngction with this-york;« definitely planned

reading courges under competent .supervision will be carried om,.

A}
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B. Tozmrain Future Leaders.

4

e
A ‘K »

1.. gVSuggested Program°

4
- «i t » @ e

¢ HOW to meet the néeds of present :day conditions
is discussed, but wsg Béfore mentioned the tendencies: of -further. -~
change 'in this field dre great. Something has to be done for .
futuré heeds. Before planhing tHe work'aﬁéuggested‘prognam‘has to
Pe 14i& down.- This ‘plan is worked out ‘on the srssumpti of-4HAE %
almost-nd reéligious instrittion idto B given in thé publiv :ebhodls
"and sbd"thié Freé ‘Churches havé to stand for it entirely. -At-the
8dme time -the econdmical conditione are supposed to have -chdnged,
Tﬁe“authefan‘ChurcH will '‘cease t0 be supported by the Stats.

At the Bame time it has to'be mehtioned that ther . ¥
0ld heritage of the experiences. o¥ ¢hurch work in Sweden, suth as
Swédish éhurch history, music, art,varchitecture, literature, = «-
biography, etc.,, has to be taken up by*the Free Churches:too, -It
i8 their dutyito carry: oh this typlical. Swedish religious experience
to following generatlons. This Eich contribution intevpreted in

ulﬁ-

the right way will be the unity and eonsistency of the program

3,« o+ by

carried on by any dhurch 1n Sweden. The 1dea1 in the idea of &

~ e PR ,-S’

national church will live in another form, only more broadened in

L4 S

1ts conceptions. Considering the question of text=books %o be usged,
much of the 1iteratuxe in this field in thg public schools are

suitable for this program. N

&

The, center in the future program will be g. church, .
school, The Sunday School will, in the future, become more




efficlents A larger interest Is being'menifasted in ¥axigjous
education. Itssprogram.must undergo & theroughgoing. Yeecdnstriection,
its organig,ation & morexeffective admiristration. ..Thé work has ‘te
be extonded.~ Wesek-dsy inst;*uction has to be included.

Some uniformity :4n.aim-and mode ofi=procedure in the
religiqus education-all over the country will be .looked <for .88 now.
The institutions for relighqus education will,;es-other publie .
schools, receive support, from the .State. And yet all Aatrictly denon-
ingtional interests have «ﬁe, be -cared for, The religious education
will, as now, stand in a certain connectien with the elementary
edugatiom. It will be required for graduation from'the public go'.
gschogls. In such s way at the same time gs the interests of the
d*ifferent denominations are cared for, the teaching will come under
s?f.ne supervision and control. A National Interdenominationsl f
Ed,uca:tional Board with representatives from all denominations will
decide in 1arge, the curriculum, requirements, teacher training,

> >‘t »

support, and other important questiona.

R . ..‘ - g

2e ‘Trainigg ‘Institutions: for.Profeéssional Workem}r oy

Tq carry out such a program as ihis will require .
anew staff of ‘tegchers -Bpecially ‘tratned. The -training .in teach~
igg. raliglaon at.the Normal Schools will no 4onger.be égmpulsory,
and. .yet- thexre will be counrasgs. offered for those who want tq taks -
up- that kind of teaching, - The.-aim is still %o maintain a high
professj.'cna.l ftandard for teachers in religion, The best men and

women of the country, with technical gkill, educational 'ngsign,» and

-, & & 5 ¥ uf




professiopal ideals wijl.tgke part. in this important-work,

W "«5 A ]

«Ageoxding:to thg conditiens in. Sweden fhere will e
YW oputers. for the ppofessional traiping of, lesdership, iu-Telige.
dous: education,: ,

The Normal Schoole®;--The-txraditiqnal traigning. coursges’

in teaching yeligion at the Noxmal.Schools are to pe changed over as
before referred - $g« The students gradﬁating from those schools are
going to furnish the staff of teachers in religious. education of;, the
ehildren of elementary school age.

4 -«

4% I
To begin-with, a?&east the same
amount of hours-has $o be offered to-the subject, -The fallowing

A Le .
shows the subject religion and the hours per years.

» F - x

Classes I II III Iv
»
s Py 3
Hours per
years. 4 8 8 6

During the four years'rcourse st the Normal School, twenty-six

-8emester hours are given to this subject. During the first three

w ,,La‘f,‘ﬁr by v

years the ;mphasie is laia upon the building of a good }oundation
of Bible knowle@gg;'~ghéggpcogd_ygag!pgureh»ﬁigtogyaggabgggght.1ps
and the third year the Christian Dogtrine of Faith, Christian
Belief, and Fbhics; History of Missiohs-and-the Historj of the
Swedish Church. Besides that, every year, in connectidn.with: the
practical teaﬂhiné work, seminar-work is given.to the.printiples. ~*
and methods of teaching.the Bibléd. Ao
. e The student of the Normal 8chool

gets the knowledge that is necessary for a religious workers He



6o

-

gets instruotion-in Iitersture, History, Economics, Natural Seience,
Paychology, and some.Philosphy. The aim of thoseghours: given:to
religioug education is to form spiritual growth and wocational ine
formation and skill, -

These -twenty-six hours that are

given to Rellgion should be digtributed as follows: .

(1) Bible.
Classes 1 . II III Iv
Hours per . . . |
year (16) . 8 4 2 2 1
(2) Suggested courses to be fitted into the following
gchedule: - |
(a8) Principles .and General Methods of Religious !
Rducation, (6 hours) ‘
(b) Fine Arts in Religion, (4 hours) R |
Classes II III IV
Hours per
year (10) 2 4 4

With time new courses should be taken up and the work broasdened out,

The Theological Schools snd the Universities: There

will be departments for the training of professionsl leaders in
religious education at the theological schools of the different
denominations. In those~departments the teachers of high schoqls,
colleges, Normal Schools, and directors of religious education will
get their traininé. Gradustion from college will be required. All
time will be given to specialization in this field. The specializa~

v




tion may be begun in college. The requirements and courses will
be centered around the needs of the four groups ef students in
those departments.

(1) Gradustes from Normal Schools (with their special
training in religivus education) for further specialization.

(2) Biusatioral traiming for thé ministers.
- () Courmes for bteachers in ‘colleges and"Normdl Schools
dnd “for Religlous Directors. : ‘

(4) Training for foreign migsions,

Begides work,iﬁ the vocational major field there will be required
of all student§ of the department a certain ameunt of courses in
Religion, Religious Education, Psychology, Philosophy, and Pine
Arts.




CONCTLUSION:

At the predent day such & program:of chureh sehools,
free and independent of one all-dominating church, goems realiz-
ables It cannot be buiit aﬁ’biee, but must develop gradually
step by ‘step. There must first be a period-bf ad'justment ‘of -the
old to the new. .The ngggsted program made to meet. the immediate
need of 1eadershi;, put into practice and realized, will fit this
p;rfod of gdjustment. and wiFl train thoge of the Free  Church that
they may take over the responsibility of a greater task in the

future.
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