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THg HgD.TOTIVS VALUB 0? THg IBCAHSATIOH.

jsjKODacxioa.

^That the ZnoarxLatlon has v«ry gra&t elgnlfloanoe 

for -thozredOTiptloii of maailM may ba readlljr beltavaj froa 

Itff'olosa'relation to*thls, theme in-th© How. TosWnsnt. 

Upon slmofit ©very page,th© Hew lestamont plsoas th© Inoar* «

nat© Christ along aldo of sinful man as th© only full asd 

sufflolant moans of hlo salration# Says JaEjes Orr,*Tho 

Tncamatlon In sorlpturs.ls always brought into Immediat© 

oonneotion with sin* and with the purpose of Cod in 

Redemption** "H© was manifested to take away 31ns*»says 

th©-Apostle John*, tlth this agree all-the writers of . the 

Hew Testament.. By ovorythlng. that Christ over said and did 

he.wae making manifest the holiness of Cod and the evil 

of Bin. The Inosmatlon has. therefore, the highest praotloal 

Value.in the salvation of men* *lt is oonsonant with the 

loading oonooption of Sod as holy love that in the enter* 

prise'.of resoning a rase of sinners Be should have ohoesn 

ths.method of the Inoarnatioiu Hereby love-was given;the
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[ «
I, highest mszilfQi3tatl9n aad. the best opperttmltT to work
1

I vlth TlotorloxLs effloleno7**(H4C»Sheldon* Systes of

Cirri8tian Dootrlne*



I GflAPISS

TES ISCARSATIOM AS THS SSLff.BIPHfiSSIOK

QP GOI#53 -HATUHS ASD POHPQSSe

Xhs 'InosTnatlon 18 being pogardel by aany«>tod&y4 

as on Iramanaat nooosslty In the love of God to O61f*oip®eas- 

lon* If roan vs8 created In ths lEftge of God(&nd hie perfec- 

tlon vaa posalbXe only In onion with God^ then an Inoax^tlon 

ot one'Who ahonld enable men to oonaomate thia onion woold 

aeem to be'necessary^ d?ho& the Inoanaatlon le conceived as- 

being Involved in the eaaentlel ethical relation of God to 

tho:rorid«

If It la God’a pnrpoae to save man, through man^s co­

operation then It la necessary that man should knov enough 

of th© divine purpose to ^bia'wlth it In securing Its ©nd. 

Where such great Interests ar© at atak© aurely God will 

make clear to man hla purpose* God has made known hla being 

In oreatlontfiom*l:SO) • Hatxyte ■ tells us something of Hla 

power.majesty and regard for order* Hut It does notr.f 

afford sufficient grounds to give us the knowledge of God’s 

love and grace* For’thia additional revelation la needed. 

To know God as Father, ho must be reveled in personal



relationships which are ethioal and moral.“If <e aearohed 

all space wo should* dleoover only the gospel of powori if i 

wo surveyed all time,only the gospel of rlghtepuenese. Only' 

In Jesus Christ do we learn the gospel of grao©*.( Luthardt)

The moral nature, of Cod assurao ua that he has express* 

ed his saving purpose in th®, clearest possible ways.to men* ; 

"God Is'the-most deeply moral being In the universe. The 

very righteousness God demands-that he do everything he ■ 

can for the salvation of mon. The God of the Incarnation t 

does all that an eternal father can do for man's ealvatlon”.'
<

God has revealed himself to mon In various ways and ! 

with different degrees of fulness.He has now spoken unto ua ’ 

in His 3on(Hob.181-2). God speaks in persons rather-than in ■ 

abai;^6t'*^fixKdlplee. His. revelations are made in oon^rete I 

1 
foxmisi “Ho .reveals himself not in words^ but in; things* events

or persons. In the Old Testament he did not teach faith by 

deflnltlonrbut by Abrahami and in the How ho teaches ua hold 

ness.-rlghtsousneaa and llfe.not by formula*but by Jesus ; 

Christ".(Dubose: Sotorlology of thS'Hew Testament ).

Moreover,God afl'personality could adoq.uately express- -



himself In no other vay except as a divine person* L

Personality Is'the only realm that affords room for man’s ' 

spprohonoion of the true nature of ths Father*If man’s

heart Is to go out In affection and love to G-od»the Father, |!
« I I

It seems needful that he boroavoied to man as a LOVIS& H 

Father. Thia quality of the divine nature has been mads h

manifest In Christ. G-od being such as Ohrlet la*man Is I'

drawn to .him with strong cords of love. For man can know i
* * i I

and appreciate ths noble qualities of love and grace as L 

they are'seen In ths person of Christ. Thus mutual love Is 

awakened, lova him because he first loved UB*.(John)

"I came not to save ths righteous but MTmayff", !' 

said Jesusi This truth Ilea at the very heart of'the Gospel.:' 

Man as ho .Is'to ba is ths goal pf the, spiritual creation.

Ths spiritual destination of man la the full elgnlfioanoe 'i 

of ths Incarnation. Christ himself presents the goal of 

holy oharaotsr. We very heartily .Repudiate ths Idea that he / 

Is a mere.example or a mere objective standard or. lav to us.

But that does not mean that he Is not an example and law

to .ufl,howovor much more ho may bo. The Incarnate Christ la ' 

to man the revelation of the divine idea as to what God woul^i



have-man heoome; The first step In thereore&tlon of hnaan 

Ity must he:the exihltlon of a, time pattern of amihood In 

a life -.perfeotly well pX^i^lng to* the Father* That we have 

snoh a pattern In Chrlet Is the nhdlvlded verdict of the 

Hew Teatasent. They agree with, the ’’voice hut of the cloud 

on the mount of transfiguration,when It said,"This Is my 

beloved aon»ln whom I am well pleased) hear ye him”.
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II CHAPTBfie

THB IHCABHATIOS AS A RBVBLATIOBf Oi SIH,

The.In^TZiaties of God.in Jeens Christ made ole&r. to

ise&« as nothing oisa could hare done* the Judgment' of God

upon 81n« Sin can be no longer merely the transgression

of an abetraot prlnoiplsi'bnt a dlraot affrdnt to the Lord

Jesns Chrlet, In order to aeonra man^^ oo«operatlon alth Go I

In destroying sin In his nature,man must oome to the

same .Judgment whloh God holds vlth regard to aln. If -to

God sin Is hateful man must acme to hate It, If God oannot L 

tolerate: It •man must ooms to regard It with abhorranoa, 

"Thou Shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 

with all thy soul,and with all thy mind,end with all thy f 

strength *• oarrlae with it the is^lloatlon that man is-to Ji 

love deeply all that God lovasi It also Implies;that man :
/ I

18 to regard with areralon and hatred all that Is an 

offence unto God« Paul makes this a spoclflc duty In Bom, 

12:9, "Abhor that which Is evil; oleavo to that whloh Is '

Good",fe-therefore oonolude that God’s hatred to sin must 

become .man* e Judgment regardlxig It, How can this be? '

The Incarnation In Christ rsToals to man God’s- Ij 
il

J



attitude toward eln* God wishes to rid the world of It 

through man’s oo-operAtlon. Matt* 1:21 rooords that the 

Lord spake.to Joseph regarding- the name of the unborn 

child, '’Thau shalt call hie naiae .3£©aue< for It . is he* that 

shall save his people frpm: their elae*. Jesus when. In hla 

active work shld^*! came not to cell the righteous but 

sinners"* This Is the divine purpose* But man must have 

awakened In his heart a senes of the awfulness of eln* 

In this relation w© need the expression .of God.’ 3 nature «•

with regard to sin,In the Inoamation. Thia makes.Its 

hatefulneas manifest as nothing else could have done. 

This makes clear the deep antagonism of sin against good. 

"And this Is the Judgment that light lo come into* the world 

and mon loved darkneee rather- than*the. lighti for, their 

works wore ©vll*, (John ’In Christ leva and

rlghteo-usneofl were’ Inoamato & though hated he always 

loveds though wronged*he always obeyed* In him there was 

nothing akin to evil,or anything that sin could call Its 

own. But this only made two things the more manlfest- 

th© hatefulnsss of sin to-th© good,and th© hate of sin 

for the good. Ip. the very degree that Christ’s soul was



pure* E© was sereitlvo to the.ahame of evlli Its very 

shadow waa to Him misery; and It la a thing man oannot 

forget that the ainlees hoars as HIb distinguishing name 

“the Man of Sorrows’*. But this purity of His was. the very 

thing sin oonld not forgive; It saw Him only to feel* ''Here t
is a sacrifice I must offer”. It offered him without 

shame * on Its own part but with such feeling and shrinking 

on Hls that he-pr^ed, "Bather*If it be possible*!©! this 

oup pass"* But It oould not be allowed to pass*for It was 

neoeasary to the saving of man that the Inmost esssnoe of 

sin should he;revealed** (Th© Plaoe of Ghrlet In Modem 

Theology"* p 485. Balrbalm)*

Here then In the Inoamatlon we see sin revealed 

In all Its malignity and deaploable hatefulness* Men see 

Its vllsnesB and It awakens repulsion In. their he&rte.

They can no longer look upon sin with calm feelings. It 

touches the deep ourrenta of human emotion^and hatred of 

evil springs up* Men long to be fro® from Its destroying 

Influence; They come to regard It with abhorrence as does 

S^od*the Bather* "Hie death in Itself wae the most awful 

tragedy of history. It was so as the unspeakably wicked



requital by bob of ths, auprema bensfaelor of muktsd. Asd 

mon oomo-tp .foal that In the daath of Chrtst' thera la; tbo 

moat avfol roTeXatlon of tha oonaeqnoneoB aln*. (Xildgott 

The.Spiritual Prlnolpla at tha Atonement^ p 274> Tha 

Btndy of - the passion la foreverBore the remedy for light 

and easy thoughts of sin*
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Ill CHAPTEfi. :

T3B ISCARIATIOS AS THS HBVgl^AIIOS OP THE

PgfiPSCT UABr ABD THE WAY THROUGH ffHICH THIS I

COMPLSTBB. MA5HOOD IS ATTAIfiABLB.

God does not make men good In the aame vay as he I 

makes flowers heautlful«, The roee may be perfoot but If 

ao it Is heeause lts nature is suoh that it oazinot ayold 

oomlng to perfeotiou* Physloal or natural sausation is 

always through the nature of thlnge and independent of 

any prinolplo of oelf-deterffilnatien. It is not so in the- 

development of man. As a moral being man must attain hie 

g'oal'through the oo«operation ofjhia whole nature* As a free i 

being he^haathe power of ohoioe<and moral oharaoter is 

attained -through the right direotion of, this power. !,
i I

Spiritual causation seeks:Bplrltual effeots.betsauee.it !■

operates uj>on eubjeota whioh are not merely physloal but !, 
i i'

spiritual and personal* God ban cause my holiness so as L 

that I also shall bo the cause of it. Holiness la a T

personal quality or oharaoter,one which is self-oauaed. h 

In the development of Christian oharaoter God works in i! 
' • j!

complete harmony with the laws of the soul, setting in motion'i



all the eXeaents of man’s being* Thue God honors man’s ■» I
powers In this-noble* aohlevment* *Man Is capable of know- ! 

Ing hla ends and determining himself' towards them*** In 

the-attainment of ohrlatlan character man’s will test be 

enlisted*

But before >sian offii enlist his spiritual powers 

in the aohlevnrsnt of a goal he must have knowledge of what 
I ■ - !

that goal Ifli Before he can strive toward perfect manhood, 

be must have set before him the perfect tian* Says Dubose, 

*lf ono Is through hie onn understanding, will and free aotl 

vlty, l,a»«. through himself,tb be made other-than

he lB,'ha tQust be shown that other vhloh he Is to become. 

It must be..made-to him an object and end of obligation, 

aspiration. Imitation* It must appeal to,and move. Influence 

azid transform him through hla reason,his affections, his 

oonsoloua-wlll"« How OhrlBtllkenees ±b goal of'human 

effort. He la the highest revelation of God as to what 

man Is to become* To become like him In all things la the 

goal set before us* Jesus Chrlet le In himself as ^n 

what God would be In all man and would have all men be In 

him. "If ye will have a etandard lot It bo God, "Be ye.



perfect as y-onr Father In heaven Is perfeot*. Too high to 

be attainable do yon say; too high to be even taken ser­

ious lyV Hay, ■ the loftlnoee of this morel Ideal le lte | 

oharm and Ite power* It la vnlgar^lowfcpltohM moral Ideals I 

that fall* They do not oommand respect4they make'their I;

appeal to the lower side of onr natnfeito self. Interest 1

and pmdendei they laok the power to awaken enthnelasm In H 

any human being. The lofty*unearthly Ideal of Jeene Christ; 

on the other hand makes Its appeal distinctly, exclusively, 

and confidently-to the heroic element that al umbers In ever^i 

man. It epoake-to ns In words charged with subtle charm 

of poe.try,or with th© eplrlt*stirring power of military 

music. It aronses enthusiasm. It tiransforms'timid men. Into 

brave soldiers r^Ay to fight without thought of fear, it
/

makes sinful men partakers of the divine nature, capable
I 

of morality Godlike In quality,if not perfect In degree.

And wherein lies * the personal power of the Lord Jesus * to I' 

bind human hearts to Him in devoted love and heroic 

servloef In this, that'ha realised His own Ideal. Ha ! 

was Indeed perfect as God Is perfect,and In being.thia Be. r 

left all his disciples,*even such an one as St, Paul h



hopelessly behind* But the dlTlpce loftiness of His ohsraoter 

doss not remove Him beyond reaoh of our sympathy. We do not 

lose interest It In him because he Is so mnoh better* than 

we are; On the contrary*It Is by his exoellenoe*by the 

Ti he draws ns. He Is to onr hearts; the ImltablB

Inimitable* holding ^ns: at ones by aspiration and by admlra* 

tlon*»(”Wlth Open Face’ Bmee

Christ sets before ns. In his life/In-the flesh 

the .loftiest ethloal«.mora:Land .rellglbUB attalsmsntsa But tc 

view him simply as an example would be-to do* groat.Injnst- I

ico:to his qlalms and*to his nature. He deolared**! am the 

l?ay. the Trnth.hnd the Llfe^.^Jesns Christ is not only onr 

example*bar through His example He Causes and bcoomea.In 

nB*'that of whloh He la the example**. (Dubose 133.)JeBua 

realised here In our world the moral and spiritual ideal 

of human perfection. This is an amazing fact and has high 

staving 81gnlfloanco"i •a purity like thia could not come 

Into -our world without purifying* Such a life does not fail 

to -reveal to men their sins; nor does it fall'to honor and 

exalt:the divine holiness and ahow that tho.slx^n^r cannot 

be blessed In his sins®. *It Is Chrlet himself* and no



Slagle-deed or experieaoe;that Is the. full power of God j; 

■onto B-alvatloa’’j» (StoToas: “The Chrlstlaa Dootria© of 

Salvation*, p 364^ Says Hodge,* The• Inoarnatloa Itself, ' 

the naloa of the Divine and hwcaa natareB^wae the groat 'i 

saving aot. Chylst redeoma as by what He Is, not hy vhat j 

H© does"* (SystesAtlo Theology. Vol. 2 p585.) Athanaeias i 

said la hie Do Inoaraatione. *The Son of God heoanio what w© ' 

sro.'thst wo might beoome what Gpd 1b*. *It 1© the toaohlng; 

of both Daul and J'ohn^and of Chrlettan theology In gonoral. i 

that the.eternal Son .1© the ideal of all Sonshlp and the j 

moans of it© realisation la aa all*fr(»alh©riTh© Spirit } 

lb 
and the ilnoamatlon.JChrlat vtherefore* realised the-life | 

of perfeot union with God. His earthly life was an unbroken 

fellowship with th© Father# In him wo behold hnmaalty in ' 

perfoot union with God. Thus the redeeming power of Christ', 

life has'been known-and ezperlenoed through all the 

Ohrlstian agesi Says Dr. H.C.Sheldon.“Viewed as to Its ‘ 

praotloal Import.Christ*© slnleao humanity must be regarded 

ae-th© ohoioest and most ©Ignifloant of mlraolea. To men 

who Know the desperate tenacity of 6in.aud long for

deliverance;the'Vision of one who was tempted,but yet with-
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out slmle a perennial souroe of Infiplration and hope* 

It Illustrates and enforces, as nothing elaa oazuthe

Idea of a posslhle.glorification of human.natunr, assoola 

tlon in thought with auoh a oaptatn of our salvation has 

In Itself a redojjq^tlvo potency**. (A System of Christian 

Doctrine, p236)..

Th© qua.stlop now ,arl.seet "How may we utallse tho 

benefits of th© Inaarnatloa In our own personal salvation?
J

Th© writer of th© Bplatlo’to th® Hebrews points th® way.

"For It bacam®' hlE< for whoa-are all thlngSrand by whom are 

all thlngsiln bringing many sons unto gloryito make: the 

oaptaln of their salvation perfect ■ through sufferings, 

For both he^that sanotifieth and they -who are eanotlflod 

are. on©**, (22XC*1X4 Salvation mxist be realiasd on; th®

Bam© :prinolplBh and in/tho earn© way la which: th© captain 

of our salvation is mad®'perfeot,via} by filial obedience 

and fellowship with Cod* He was obedient-even unto death. 

His■communion with Cod was unbroken. Th© God*llk©. Ufa.in •< •

all mon must bo. ©assntlolly the sam©. a® It lu. the 

pattern-man. Hence our salvation may ba conceived as 

consisting in llfe^union with Christ. Paul expresses:this



■ truth In Gal. ’I am oruolfled with Ghri«tr neverthe- 

less I live; yet not I ♦but Chrlet, ilvoth’.ln me; and: the 

life which I now live In'the fleah I live by the faith of 

the Son of God,who loved, me^and^ ^ve hlaself for me". 
J

Thua Paul obnaldera hla salvation aa a life In which Chrlat 

dwells In him and he In Chrlet. In thia reoiprocml 

IMwelling ealvatlon la realised. Our whole spiritual - 

underatandlngf affections and will are tranaformad by the 

renewing and regenerating power of, thd Divine Savior. By 

faith in him we become like hlft« ^Fe all with unveiled 

face:beholding as in a mirror the glory of the. Lord 

are'transformed Into the same Image fros glory to glory 

even aa from the Lord the Spirit** XI Cor. Ssld.
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CHAPTfifi IV.

OoHOlXLSlOZl*

to Will sum up our arguiBOiit.-lu?)yio.*'f6Ilowlug  

oouoIubIoub: (1) Only through-the Inoarnstlon do wo have an 

adequate ©xprosslou of th® nature of God as Father and of 

his saving purposes for mankind. (2)fhe Inoarnatlon makes 

manifest the exoeedln^gl^S^j^nosa ofstn< thusrAwakening 

repulsion against In men’s heart a i (3) In the Inoama- 

tlon we soh lived among men the highest, oonoelvable type 

of manhood.. In Christ there is presented to us the perfoot 

man. (4) As the porfopt man he sots before us the true goal 

of endeavor for the porfeotlng of the race. Kan having the 

pattern before him oan bring hi3-4.111 elleot .feeling and 

will Into operation In endeavoring to roaoh the oovetod 

goal.thus developing Christian oharaoter. (6) Hot only 

does the.Incarnation provide us with a perfect pattern.

In itself it provides the dynamlo for attaining the goal. 

Christ redeems us by what he Is. (6) Faith in the Divine 

nature of Christ and. fellowship with him is the meane by 

which ths saving power of the Inoarnatlon is appropriated 

to man’s needs4


