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THE REDEMPTIVE VALUR OF PHE INCARNATION.
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INTRODUCIION.

‘That the Inoarnstion haa very great significance
for-the redemption ¢f mankind may be readily believe/from
1ta*olo§§~rolstion to+this, theme in' the New Testamsnt.
Opon slmos$ every pags,thy New Testament places the Inocar.
nate Christ along side of sianful man ap’ the only full end
sufficient means of his salvation, Says James Orr,"The
Incarnation in soripture.is slweys brought into immsdlate
oonnection with sin,and with the purpasé of Qod in

Redemption®, "He was manifested to take away sins®, says

the-Apogtle John. With this agras s&ll-the writers of. the

Now Testament. By everything that Christ ever gsild apd did
he .was making manifest the holiness of GCod amd the evil

of s#in, The Inocarnstion has,therefors, the highsst pruutieal'

value.in the salvation of men, %It 15 oongonant with the
leading conception of God ms-holy love that 1in the entére

prise-of rescuing a race of sinmers He should have chosen

‘the.method of the Incayrnation. Hersby love was given: the

I;
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higheat manifestation and the dest opportunity to work

with victorious efficiency®s(H.C.Sheldon,System of
Christian Doctrine, 328)



.tion was possible only in union with God, then an Incarnationi

I CHAPTER.

THE INCARNATIOK AS THE SELF.EIPRESSION
OF GoD¥S NATUBR AND PURPOSZ.

The "Incarpation is being regarded by many.today,

a8 'an immanent necsssity in the love of God to salfsexpneasg. |

don. If man was created in the-image of Godseand his psrfec- 5

of one who shonld enable man to cornsumate this union would

sesm to be nacsssary. Thus- the Incarnation 1s concelved as- |

being invglved in ths essentlsl ethical relation of God to |

tha :world.

I? 4t 41s God's purposp to save man through man's ¢o-

operation then it is nscsssary that man should know enough

of the dilvine purpose to Jj¢in with 4t in securing its sund.

¥hers such greal interests are at stake surely God will

make clear to man his purpoge, God has made known his being |

in oreation{Rom,1:20). Egthxa-tolla us something of His
power.majesty and regard for order. But it doss notif é
afford sufficlept grounds to give us the knowledge of God's é

love and grace: For-this additional revslatlon is needad.

To know God as Father he must be revealsd in perscnal




relationships whioh are ethical and morsl."If we searched
all spacs we should' disocover only the gospel of powsri iAf ﬂ
we ‘surveyed all time,only the gospel of rightecusness. Onlyfé
in Jesus Christ do we learn the gospsl of graco’.ﬂbuthar&t)é

The moral nature of ?od asaures uas that he has sxpresaé
ed his saving purpose in the clearest possible ways, to mgn.ég
“Qod in-the ‘moet deeply moral being in the universe: The ‘
very righteousness of %ud demsnds' that he do everythirg he
osn for the saslvation of men. The God of the Incarnation f
does all that an oternal Fathsr asn do for man*s sglvaﬁion"{;

Qod hes revesaled himaself to men in various ways and ;
with different degfaaa of fulneas.He has now spoken unto uafl
in His Son(Heb.1:1-2). God spesks in persons rather- than 1n:;
absﬁp&@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁdﬁiyles. His. revelations sre made in conc¢rete g

. ii
forms: "Ho.reveala himmelf not in words,but in: things, svents,

or persons. In the 0ld Testament he did not teach falth by

definition,but by Abraham; and 1r the New he  teavhss us holir

nessyrightacusness and lifesnot by formula,but by Jesuas

Christ™.(Dubose: Soteriology of the -New Teatamsnt ). !

Morsover,God &8 perscnality ocould adequately express: ;i




himself in no other way sxcept aB & divins psrason.
Personallty 1s-the only realm that affords room for man's
apprehension of the true nature of the Father.If man’s |
heart 1s to go out in affection and love to God; the Father.’f
1t seoms needful that he bereaveled to man as a LOVIH?
Father. This quality of the diviné nature has baen made
nenifest in Chriat. ch being such am Christ is,man is
drawn to .him with strong corde of love. For man oar know
and apprsclate the noble qualities of love and grace as
they are-sean in ths perason of Christ, Thus mutual love is
awakened., “¥e lova him because ha first loved us®™.(John)

"I came not to save the righteocus but sinners”,

s8aild Jesus: This truth liea at the very hsart of the Gospel.?

q
1.
]

Man as he .1s-to be 18 the goal of the spiritusl coreation.

The spiritusl destination of man is the full significance

of the Incarnstion. Christ himgelf presents the goal of

boly charscter. We very heartily pepudiate the idea that he !

i3

is-'a mere.sxample or a mere cbjective standard or. law to na.}

But that does not meen that he is not an example ard law

to .us,hewaver muck more he may bs, The Incarnate Christ is ?

e

to man ths revelation of the divine idea as to what God voul{
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have .man bescoma. The firat step in the reoreation of human-
ity must be-the sexibition ot‘a,trua pattern of é;nhood in
& life :perfectly well plq?ging to-the Father. That wa have
such & pattern in Christ is the undivided verdicet of the-
Kew Testsment. They agree with the "voieﬁ dut of the cloud"

on the mount of transfiguration,when it said,"This-1e my

beloved Son,in whom I am well pleasedi; hear ye him®,

SISO aTT L iR

i nes  me




IT CHAPIRR.

THE IRCAREATION AS A REVELATION OF BIN,

The .Incarnation of God.in Jesuns Christ made olear. to

men, 83 nothing élss conld have done, thse judgment of God

]
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upon sin. 81in can be no longer mersly the transgression

of an abstraot principls;but a dirsot sffront to ‘ths Lord i,
Jesus Chriet. In order to securs menls ooce-operation with Géa

in destroying sin in his naturs,men must come to the

. i
samse . judghent which God Holds with regard to ain, If to |

- it
God sin 18 hateful man must acme to hate 4t, If God csnnot |
tolerate:it,man must come t0 regard 1t with abhorrence.

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,and
with all thy soul,and with all thy mind,end with all thy

P

atrength®,carries with 1t the implicaticn that man is-to
love deeply all that God loves: It aleo 1lmplles:that man |
18 to regard with sversion and hatred all that is an i

offence unto God. Paul makes thls 'a specifio duty in Rom. |
12:9. "Adbhor that which is evil; cleave to that whioch is

Good".¥e . thorefore conclude that God's hatred to zin must

bscome .man's Judgment regarding it, How can this bef !

The Incarnation in Chriat reveals to mgn Ggod's-
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attitude toward sin, Go@ wishes to rid the world of 1t
through man’s co-opsration. MNatt, 1:21 records that- the

Lord spake.to Joseph regarding- the name of fhe unborn

ckild, "ThHou shalt call his name Zesus; for it.is he- that
shall save his paople from: their sine”. Jésus when.in hia
aoctive work ss€1d,"I came not to oell the righteous but |
sinners“. This 415 the 4ivine purpose. Put man muet have |
ewakened in hls heart a senss ¢f the awfulness of sin,

In thie reélation we need- the expression of God's nature

with regard to sin,in the Incarnation. This makes its
hatefulnéaa manifest as nothing else oould have done.
This makes clesr the deep antagonism of sin aéains% good .
“Apd this-is the judgment thét lighf‘ie come 1nto~ﬂhe world i
and men loved darkness réather than-the. 1ights for. thelr
works were evil®, (John 3:19). "In Christ love and
righteocusnsse were Incarnate i though hated he always
loved; though wrongedshe always obeyed. In him there wes
nothing akin to evil,or snything that sin ocould call ita
own, But this only msde two things the more manifest-
the hatefulness of sin to'the good,end the hate of sin

for the good, Ip the vexry degres that Christ's soul was
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pure, Hs was sensitive to the .shame of evily 1ts very
shedow was-to Him misgery: and 1t 1s a thing man canmot
forget that the Einlosa bears as His distinguishing name
"the Man of Sorrows™. But this purlty of His was. the very ,

thing sin could not forgive; it sav Him only to feel, "Here |
i1s a secrifice I must offer®. It offered him without

shame "‘on 1ts own part but with such feellng and shrinking
on His that he.prayed,"Father,if 1t be possible,let this
cup paas®. But 1t oonld not be allowsd to pasa,for it was
necoessary to the saving of man that the inmost esssnce of
sin should be:revsaled™. (The Place of Christ in Modern
Theology®e p 485, Fairbairn).

Hers-then in the Incarration we sse sin revealed |
in 81l i1ts malignity and despioable hatefulnesa., Men ses

its vileness and 1t swakens repulsion in. thelr hearts.
{
They can no longer loock upon sin with calm feelings. It

touches the deep ourrents of human emotlon,and hatred of
evil spriﬁgs UPe nag long to be fres from 4te destroying
1nflﬁnnooa They come to regard 1t with abhorrence as does
God,the Father. “Hie death in 1tself was the mogt awful

tragedy of hlstory. It was so as the unspeakably wicked
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requital by men of the.supreme benefactor of mankind. And

men coms:to .fesl that in the -death of Christ-thers 13 the

moat awful rovelati&ﬁ of the consequences of sin®. (Lidgett,
The .Spiritual Principle of tha Atonemsnt, p 274) The

study of the pession 1s forevermors the iemsdy for iight

and essy thoughts of sin,
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III CHAPTER.,
THE INCARNATION AS THE RRVELATION OF THE

PERFECT MAN, ABD THE WAY THROUGH WHICH THIS

COMPLETED. MAKHOOD I8 ATTAINABLE,

God d;ea not make men good in 'the same way aa-he
makes flowers bsautiful. The rose may ba perfect but if
80 it is because its nature 1s suoh that 1t cannot avoid
coming to psrfeotion. Physical or natural sausation is
always through the nature of thingé and independent of
any principle of self-determinstion. It is not 56 in the-
development of man. As a moral being man must attain his

goal through the oce«operation oﬂhie whole naturs: As a free
!
being he has-ths power of choloeqand moral oharactar is

attained .throngh the right dirsation of this power.
Spiritusl oausation sseks:spiritual effects,because. it

operates upon subjests whioh are not merely physical but

spiritual and personal. God oan cause my holiness so as

that I aleo eball be the cause of it. Holiness 1a = )

personal quality or oharscter,ons which is self-caused.

In the-development of ohristian charaoter God works in

t -

oomplete harmony with the laws of the eoul,setting in motton‘
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‘that goal is:; Befors he can stirive toward perfect'msnhood.i

|
211 +the elements of man's being. Thus God honors man's ﬁ

powers in this-noble achievment, “Man 1s capable of know-

ing his ends and dstermining himself towards them®”. 1In '

the .sttainment of chriastian charsoter man®s will #ust be
enliated.

But besfore.man csn enlist his episitual powers

in the achiavment of e goal he muat have knowledge of what

he must have set befores him thes perfeot Man. Says Dubose,

®If one is through his omn understanding, will a&nd frse aotil

vity,1.0:, through himself,t¢ be made other: than HiéfdEZ
he im;he must be shown that other which he is to beocme. i

It must be.made-to him an objeot apd end ¢f obligation,

I
aspiration, imitation, It must appesl to,and move,influence |

and transform him through his rsason,his affestions, his

consclous will®. Nov Christlikensss 15 the goel of human

8ffort. He 1a-the highest ravelation of God as to what

man 48 to bacome. To bacome like him 4in g8ll things 18 the

) 3

geal set before us: Jesus Christ is 4in bhimself as man
what God would be in all men ard would have all mern be'in

him. "If ye will have a atandard let it bve God, "Be ye

ilj
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perfeot as your Father in heaven is perfept™. Too high to

be ‘attainabls do you sayi %too high to be even taken ser-
iously? Nay, the loftiness of this moresl ideal 1s 1ite 5
ohsrm &nd its powsrs It is vulger,lowepitoliad moral ideals

thet fsil. They 4o not command respect; they make- their i

appeal to ths lowsr side of our nature;fo self. interest

and prudende; -they lack the power to awaken enthusizsm in

any human besing. The lofty,unemrthly 1deal ¢f Jesus Chriat |
on the other hand makes 1ts appeal distinotly,sxclusively,

and confidently to the herolc element that slumbers in everﬂ
mane It epesks-to us in words ocharged with subtle charm
of poatry,or with the spiritestirring power of military

musio. It aranses snthusiesanr,it transforms-timid men. into

brave soldiers ready to fight without thought of fear.it
7/

makes ainful men partakers of the divins natours,capable

of morality Godlike in quality,if mnot perfent in degree.

And wherein lies the psrsonal powear of the Lord Jesus to

?tind human hearts to Him 4in devoted love and herolo
gervice? In this, that hé teglised His own idesl, He

wag indeed perfect as God is porfeot,and in being. thias Ea.

left 811 his disciples,;even suoh an one as 8t, Paul
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hopelessly behind. But ths divipe loftiness of His charasoter

doea not remove ‘Him beyond reach of our sympathy. We do no

lose interast £ 417 him because he ie 80 much better than

ws are: On the contrary,it is by his excellence,by the

T, nepurro/that he draws us. He 1s to our hearts’the imitabl

inimitable,holding us at once by aspiration and by asdmira.
tion%s ("¥ith Open Face® Bruge 192.)

Christ sate vefore us. 4n Ris 1ife-in- thé flesh

'thé.lottiogt ethiocal;moral. and raliglous attainmantss But tf

viev him simply ag an sxample would be-to- do grast.injust-
ice:to his qlaims end to his pature. He deolared,®I em ths

¥ay, the Truth,and the Life®.®Jesus Christ 1s not only our

example, bur throtugh His exampls He c¢auses ard beocomes, in

us, that of whieh He 2s the example™.(Dubose .§ 133.) Jesua
realiged here in our world the moral and spirituval idesl
of human perfection. This iy an amazing faot end has high

saving significance; ®A purlity like this could not come

‘1o .roveal to men thseir sins; nor does 2%t fsil o honor and

exalt:the divins holiness end show that ths.ginner carmmot
bs blessed in his eins®. "It 48 Chrigt himself,and no

t

I

i
e

-into .our world without purifying. Such a life does not fail |
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single deed or experisrnoce:that is the full power of ?od
unto selvation®,(Stevens: "The Christian Doctrine of
Salvation®. p 364J Says Hodge,® The Incarnation tteele,
the union of the Divine and human naturss,wasg ths great
saving act. Chyist redsams us by what He 1s, not by what

He doea®: (Systematic Theolagy, Vol, 2 p585.) Atbanatius

ssid 1n his De Incarnetipne, "The Son of God becaﬁe what we
are;that we might beooms what God 18". "It is the teaching
of both Paul and John,and of Christian theology in goneral}
that the .etermal Bon 1s the ideal of all Sonship &nd ths
means of its rsalisstion in ns all™, (Jalker:The Spirit

and the :Incarnation.)Chriat ;therefore, realized the 1ife

of perfect union with God, His sarthly 11fe was an unbroken

fellowahip with the Pathers In him we behold humanity in !

1!
porfeot union withk God. Thus ths redeeming power of Christ'

11fe has-been known and experienced through all the
i

B8hristian ages: Says Drs H.C.3heldon,™Viewed es to its y
prectical import,Christ's sinless humanity must be regarded)

es the choicest and most significant of miracles. To men

who Know the despsrate tenaclity of sin,ard long for

‘ !
deliverance,the-vislon of one who was tempted,but yet with-




.in 41teelf a re&amptivo potency®. (A System of Christisn

pattern.man. Hence our salvation may be conosived as

out  sin,1s-a persnnial source of inspiration and hope.

It 1llustrztes and eniorcoa.ap nothing else oan;the
idea of s poseible.glorification of human nature, Assocla«|

tion in thought with such a capiein of our salvation hes

Dootrine, ;336), ‘ i

The questlop now arises, "How may we utalize- the i

i
4
)i
4
HA

benefits of the Incarpatlon in our own persomal salvation®

1

The writer of the Eplatle-to the Hebrews points the way.
"For 1t beocams him, for whom ars all things,and by whom are
a1l thingsiin bringing meny song unto glory:to make:the
capteln of their salvetion perfect through sufferings,
For both he.that sanctifieth and they -who are sanatified
are. ons”s (2:10«11) Salvation must be realizsd on; the
game :prinoiples ;nﬂ in the -same way in which: the ‘captain
of our salvation 1s made psrfeot,vie; by filial obedisnce

and fellowship with Gods He was obedlent .even unto death. |
His communion with Cod was unbroken. The Gode.like. 13fe.in |

all men must be. essentially the same.as 1t was in ths 5

consisting 4n lifesiunion with Christ. Paul expresses:thid |

ST S
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truth in Gal. 2:20, "I am orucified with Chriet: neverthe-
less I 1live; yet not I,but Christ 1liveth:-in me: and: the
1ife which I now live 4n-the flesh I live by the faith of
the Son of go&§ého loved me,eand gave himaelf for me”.

. Thus Paul comsiiers his salvation as & 1ife in which Chript

dwells 4n him end bhe in Christ. _In this reciprocal
Andwelling salvatlon 1s realised. OCur whole .apiritual
understanding,affections and will sre transformed by the
renswing and regensrating power et;;hé Divine Savier. By
faith 12 him we becoms 11ke him. “¥e a1l with unveiled

face :beholding as in & mirrsr the glory of the. Loxd

are-transformed into the same image from glory to glory
even as from the Lord the Spirit%, II Cor, 3:18.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

Conolusien,

¥o will sum up our argument.in- the.foéllowlng

conolusions: (1) Only through' the Inocarnstion do we have &an |

edequate expression of the pature of God as Father and of
his-saving purpoasss for mankind. (2)The Incarmstion makes

manifest the exceedingXISkedness of. sin,thusyswakening

repulsion against sin in men's hearts: (3) In the Incarns-

tion we ses lived semong men the highsat conceivable type

of manhood. In Chriat\thera 18 presented to us the perfesot
man. (4) As the perfeot map he sets before us the true goal
of endeavor for the perfecting of the race. Man having the
pattern before him oan bring hls-Intellect ,feeling and
will into operation in endeavoring to reach th$ coveted
goel, thus developing Christian character. (6) Hot only
does- the .Incarnation provide us with & perfect pettiern,

in 1tself it provides the dymamio for sttaining the goal.
Christ redesms us by what hse is. (6) Faith in the Divine
nature of Christ and fellowahip with him is  the means by

which the saving power of the Incarnation is appropriated

to man's needs.




