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is a positive reflection of his growth in dealing with all aspects of 

his school activities in whatever ways are most effective and suitable 

for him. Today's teacher is concerned with where he is, where he is 11 

going, and how close he comes to arriving at his destination. Teachers 

are usually expected to state specific objectives in the courses 

they teach. To achieve these objectives they must first discover where 

they stand with a particulax group of pupils in relation to the objec-

tives. Once the status quo is discovered, teachers can suit their 

procedures to the needs and abilities of the individuals who comprise 

the group. Later the effectiveness of the teaching efforts can be 

evaluated by finding out how nearly the objectives have been reached 

by each pupil. 

Such a process of accurate measurement has been slow to replace 

those methods of arriving at a status quo by a subjective, almost an 

intuitive, judgment . Of the many reasons for this lag one most 

pertinent to this study is the need for suitable instruments for 

measuring pupil growth. A vast amount of materials is now available 

in almost every area in education that lends itselfreadily to objec-

tive measurement. Certain educative processes, however, result in 

growth that is not easily appraised by objective methods. Some 

authorities maintain that the modern emphasis on the importance of 

objective testing has lead teachers and students to the overemphasis 

of educational outcomes most easily evaluated, with the result that 





CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RESEARCH 

A Survey of Some Available Tests and Related Materials 
Pertinent to the Problem 

1/ _, 
A Test of Poetry by Zukofsky. - The author presents the reader 

poems grouped for comparison and allows him to make a judgment of theil· 

relative merits. There are twenty-five main groups, for each of which 

the author suggests a ttconsideration 11 for criticism. (viz.. translation, 

speech, definition, sight, measure, sound, worldliness, meaning, inevi- II 

tability, intellection, conviction, grace , discourse , perception, energy, 

duration, impact, movement , recurrence, opulence, anonymity) Each group 

is divided into three parts , each having two or more poems . In Parts I 

and III the reader is asked to decide upon the relative merits without 

reference to the sources . In Part II the author gives sources and a 

brief criticism of each selection. He makes it clearthat each criticism 

probes only one consideration, and the reader is invited to investigate 

any other considerations d'human existence that the poetry suggests to 

him. 

The material is chosen from a wide variety of good and great 

poetry -- Ovid, Virgil, Shakespeare, Whitman, Chaucer, William C.Williams, 

!,/ Louis Zukofslcy, A Test of Poetry, Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd., 
London, 1952. 
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appreciation. such devices as satire, irony, and understatement, to 

name a few, are approaches familiar to all poets . 

The poet•s treatment of his materials is dependent upon the 

techniques he has studied and admired in others, and eventually evolved 

for himself . The creative is usually the cul mination of the mitative . 

His personality, taste, and repertoire of expressive devices will deter-

mine to a large extent his treatment of any matter. He may intensify, 

concentrate, compress, understate, exaggerate, spotlight, shade , distort, 

caricature, etc . as the circumstances seem to require . 

The very important , and often slighted, matter of form in poetic 

writing may properly be considered as an aspect of treatment . 

With imagery the poet becomes a painter with words . Without d.raw-

ing attention to his techniques, he can, with artistry, present to the 

reader vivid images that can transport him to whatever circumstances the 

poet elects as the climate for the substance of his poem. 

By using symbolism the poet can heighten and intensify the effec-

tiveness of his writing . Obviously no symbol would be of much value if 

it meant only what it denoted. A symbol deftly chosen can convey a 

wealth of meaning through its power to suggest or imply . It is an 

important tool of compression . 

A poet •s diction is selected for all that it says to him. Others 

who read the works may hear differently . The poet is, therefore, 

challenged to employ diction with grea t attention to not only the 

denotation of his words, but also to the connotative ability of vocabulary 























Table 1 . Analysis of Items to Sho Cr itical Ratio of Obtained 
Difference to the Standard Error of the DifferQnce 

% of Top % of Bottom 
27% Gett ing 27% Get-

Item Item ting Item rf diff . obtained Critical 
Numblilr Corr Qct Co r rect diff . Ratio 

(1) (2) ( 3) ( 4 ) (5) (6) 

1. 5 1 9 . 073 . 14 1 . 92 
2 . * 81 40 . 103 . 41 3. 98 
3. * 92 59 . 092 . 33 3. 60 
4 •• 78 22 . 096 . 56 5. 83 
5. 59 43 . 114 . 16 1. 40 
6. 35 22 . 103 . 13 1 . 26 
7. * 51 22 . 106 . 29 2 . 73 
B. 59 35 . 112 . 24 2 . 14 
9. 11 · 3 . 058 . 08 1 . 38 

10 . * 35 8 . 090 . 27 3. 00 
ll . 40 30 .no . 10 0 . 90 
12. • 54 22 . 106 . 32 3. 02 
13. * 62 11 . 095 . 51 5.36 
14. 22 11 . 092 . 21 2 . 28 
15. * 49 22 . 106 . 29 2 . 73 
16.* 32 3 . 081 . 29 3. 57 
17 . 59 57 . 114 . 02 0 . 17 
18 . 40 38 . 114 . 02 0 . 17 
19 .* 95 57 . 089 . 38 4 . 27 
20 . 22 8 . 081 . 14 1. 73 
21 . 57 54 . 152 . 03 0 . 19 
22 . 54 32 . 112 . 22 1.96 
23 . 35 14 .097 . 21 2. 16 
24 . * 70 30 . 105 . 40 3. 81 
25 . 76 49 . 108 . 27 2. 50 
26 . 43 35 . 112 . 08 0 . 71 
27 . 46 32 . 112 . 14 1.25 
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Table 2. Correlation Table Showing Relation of 
Poetry Appreciation Test Score and 
Total I. Q. 

Poetry Apnreciation Test Score -
' I I ' 

5 6 ' 7 8 9 10 ll 12 13 14 15 16 

• 

• • • 
• • .. • .. • 

• • • • 
• • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • .. 
•• ••• • • • • •• • 

• • • • • • • • • 
• • • .. • • • •• • • 

• • , • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • 
• . 

• • . 
• • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • 
• 

• • • 
• . • • 
" 

• • • • 

• • 
• • • 

• • • 

33 

17 18 

,, 

• -· 

• 

' 

-

_. 

-

. 

-
I 

j 



Similarly the correlation coefficient between total reading 

comprehension percentiles and appreciation of poetry test scores was 

computed and was found to be . 084. There appears to be practically 

no relationship between the two factors . 
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steps represented by this study will convince many teachers of 

English that some elements of poetry appreciation are measurable by 

objective means , a..nd worth measuring this way . 

Limitations 

The writer is well aware of the shortcomings of the study and 

lists some of them as follows: 

1. The test is too short. It does not cover adequately the 

various components of poetry appreciation, nor does it 

provide enough items for thorough statistical studies into 

reliability and validity . 

JL 

2. The high school population used was not adequate . Larger 

samples should be employed and a series of trials administered. 

3. Further use of experts is indicated. While some mature 

judgments were called upon, it would be worthwhile to submit 

a revised instrument to a board of poets, critics, and 

educators for their reactions . 

Recommendations for Further Study 

Using the valid items of this test as a nucleus, expand the test 

to cover more of the components of the appreciation of poetry. 

Puxsue the Zukofsky approach, using an objective item dealing 

with "considerations II in two or more superior poems . 

Analyze further the reason for the distracting povrers of the 

various alternate responses. 
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