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ISAIAH'S IDEAL KING.

Ideals are not the product of imagination and invention,
ibut of life and experience. To understand then the ideals
lheld by any writer one must know the national thought into

iwhich he was born, and also the historical conditions of the

5(2) the historical conditions which were the occasion of his
fconception.

The fundamental idea of the Jewish race was, that God was |

{their fa ther; they were his people; and communication between

:them was possible. It is true that many times in their lives
] they were in trouble and doubted this truth, but at such times
1a great deliverance was sure to come and cledr away the doubt. |

They soon learned that any limitation of God's revelation,




rfly king reigned as a sort of representative of the heavenly i

iking, all heavenly power was invested in him. Any good which E

{
I

i

Such were the religious ideas which Isaiah inherited. Now::E
;what was. theepolitical condition of his times ?

Judah had been threatened by an invasion from Israel and
{Syria. Ahaz who was then on the throne, fearing that he could?
?not resist the attack and would lose his capital, decided to apf

’peal to Assyria for help. This was an unwise thing to do, J




éfrom Assyria herself. By this act of asking for protection,
ithe king would place himself under this great conquering pow-
..er. The prophet tells his fear to the king, and tries to peri
fsuade him to give up his foolish course. Ahaz's refusal con-
EEvinces Isaiah that a weak, cowardly, foolish king is on the
5throne of David. At a time when the nation needed courage inz
;her king, he had shown weakness and cowardice. When the time |

lcalled for Wiéﬁom, he had proved his ignofgnce. When it need-|

l ed obedience to God's will, he had followed his own wilful

{ course.

The prophet must in some way find relief from such a stat;
:of affairs. We are reminded of a similar s ituation in which:
fSamuel and Elisha were placed. Saul had disobeyed God's will;
f and refused to carry out God's orders in regard to the Amale-

I kites.




| remedy for all such difficulties. But Isaiah could not do

| this. Times had changed, and now if a king proved himself un-r

‘zfit, the nation had to abide his unfitness till his death.

Dethronement was not to be thought of, but one could find%
; |
! some relief in looking forward to a time when there would be af

around him, and comforts them by prophesying of a time after
{ Ahaz, when there shall be an ideal kingdom and an ideal king.

true king. This is what Isalah did. He calls his disciples |
'Assyria, he tells them, after she has crushed Judah, will in

| turn be smitten by Jehovah and then this ideal king will ap-

ﬁpear. These are his words: "Unto us a child is born, a son

is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder:; and

| his name shall be called Wonder of a Counsellor, Mighty Lord, §
Speedy Booty, Prince of Peace."

Wonder of a Counsellor. It is a law of thought that a

.

:thing suggests its opposite. The thought of death suggests

| the thought of life; thought of badness, goodness; thought of

i failure, success. So it is here. The inability of Ahaz to
govern, would suggest to the mind of a prophet a being who

;ggggg govern. His ignorance, weakness, and wilfulness would
gcreate a longing for a king who was all wisdom, all strength,

i} and perfectly obedient. Wonderful counsellor is an attempt




ito describe such a character. This king unlike Ahaz is to be
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gall questions of state. He is to be so obedient that he will

fbe a perfect instrument in the hands of God. ‘
i !

The next title given to thdsi:kipg is Mighty Lord,--the He-f§
ibrew y--B1l Gibbor. This word should be translated J
|

iLord, not God. In places where it means God, the word has
lthe article before it, as in Jer. 32: 18, Neh. 9: 32, and in
the

|

jDeut. In Psalm 82 we have the word used without,article and

fshould be translated Lord. Instead of this the translators
|

lhave done violence to the construction and the sense by trans-

|
i
I

[lating it gods. So it reads, "God summoned the lords."

- English, which ¢an fully express this El of the Hebrews ?

God is not the word, for we never use that word of any but the

But there is a word which we use for the Su-

The word



:fidentity with the Father. But it is merely a title given to
éthis king in recognition of his_achievements. He is to do so|
I much for the nation by conquering their enemies, and by his ad
?ministration, that Mighty Lord will be the best title to give

-

§him. - His great deeds will show that there is no limit to
?‘his power,apractically he will be omnipotent.

But further. The peculiar situation of the Jewish na-
i,‘cion (that of a small nation surrounded by larger ones), made
E‘it necessary for their king to be a warrior. He mus t be val-
i‘iant in battle, always ready to meet the enemy, and by the hel
i of Jehsvah always successful. Ahaz failed in this one es- |
:;sential. His conduct proved him a coward and weakling. The
iiideal king then would be an ideal warrior, just what the peo-
,iple were longing for. His great wisdom, and strength, would
ffbe used to fight their battles and subdué their enemies. 1In

| fact, he would be such a warrior, subduing all so easily, that |

§ he would be called Speedy Booty. This is the third title of

f;the son and expresses the ideal of the people more than the
§ other two.

The last title is Prince of peace. This seems to contrai

 dict the preceding one. How can this king bé a mighty war-




i rior and at the same time a Prince of peace ? Instead of a
l contradiction, however, it is a corroboration. He is prince
| of peace because he is such a warrior. He obtains peace for
| his people by conquering their ené{ies. He preserves pea?e

: by keeping these conquered ones in subjection,

We must not put ‘too much stress upon these names. They
are merely titles given to this ideal king in his kingly capa—g
city. Inscriptions of the Babylonians and Egyptians show
the same tendency. In speaking of their kings, they use such:
f expressions as "Ever-living", "Lord of Life", "Lord of Eter-
é_nity and Infinity". So here these titles are a general
statement of the character off the king and his relation to his}
; people. |
But the prophet wishes to go farther and tell the people

the relation of this king to Jehovah. Jehovah is the source

t of all his power and wisdom. The Spirit of Jehovah shall resf

| upon him. Not a spirit different from the one others have
had, but the same that Samson, Solomon and David had, only

greater in degree.

| prophets had been; he will combine all in himself.

it gave Samson strength, Solomon wisdom, Bezaléz skill, but

this one is to have so much of the spirit that he will have




jall of these,~--strength, wisdom and skill. This king is not
ito be an absolute king in hESfown right. The idea was deep
{rooted in the Jewish mind that Jehovah was their king. Any
lideal king on earth then must be a reflection of Jehovah's
irule, must be God on earth, a perfect 1nst;ument in God's

;hands. God is his king, and he must be as submissive to God

as his subjects are to him. The prophet gives us an example

fin Ch. 11, of what this perfect filling by the spirit of God

;will do . This king is not to judge after the sight of his
ieyes. As in the case of David, when the woman Tekoa came to
5him he was able by the spirit of God to have a deep insight
@ihto the knowledge of the case, so this king would have so‘mﬁché
?of the spirit that he 'would understand intuitively all cases,
éand be able to deal with them justly. Every Jew wanted this
{in his king.

This 1ideal king is to be so filled with the spirit of Je~?
?hovah, that God can use him perfectly to interpret his will to
?the people. The guestion might be raised here, what relation |
jdoes this ideal king hold to Immanuel of the 8th Bhapter ?

jMany have thought him the same person. If this be true, he

;must have been born at the time the prophecy was written,

~




fbérn, and had nothing whatever to do with his character or

(9)
that all this is to take place in the future.
Aga in, Immanuel is a symbol of the times immediately fol-
lowing the appeal by Ahaz to Ass;ria for help; the ideal king §
is to characterize the times immediately following the over-

throw of Assyria and the relief to Judah. Immanuel is a name §

given indicating the circumstances under which the child is |

nature. The peacdeful condition of affairs was the emphatic
thing about his birth. On the other hand, the ideal king is |
called Wonder of a Counsellor because of his character amnd !
deedg. Immanuel is named by his mother as an express ion of
her gratitude for God's delivera?ce of the nation; the ideal 2

king is named by the people in recognition of his good ad-

| ministration. In case of the first it was not necessary that

i a child should réally bear that name; in case of the second

| it was necessary that there should be a king who should have

} this character. We conclude then that the child spoken of inﬁ

the 7th thapter is not the one prophesied in the 9th, and thét'
there is no connection between them, they being separate pro- [
phecies. )

But does this king hold any relation to the Suffering Serg

vant of second Isaiah ¢ We learn from the record that the



I_ —

' (10)

g ~
Eideal king is a great warrior; the servant of Jehovah is a

Esufferer. One by his wisdom, courage and power does mighty
{deeds; the other by his meekness, gentleness and patience sim-
ﬁply teaches the people. One is to be an active instrument

lin God's hands; the other is to passively do his will. The

1

fking is to be God's viceroy on earth; the servant is to be a
gsacrifice for siq. Nations are to wonder at the first;
jin the second all the nations of the earth are to be blessed.
;Again we conclude that these two are not the same person, and
Ethat there are'two separate prophecies.

We have studied the prophecy. Did Jesus Christ fulfil
it ?

From the record we see that Isaiah looked forward_to.the

.i
|
|
i
i
|
|
[appearance of a scion from the house of David, who would re-
|

veal perfectly the will of God to his people. This king would

i

%be so completely filled with God's power that he would perfect-

ily do his will. He expected this king to come in his time,

|
Eafter the Assyrian crisis. He was to be a successor to Ahaz

i
|

i
jferings endured under that king.

This prophecy was fulfilled to some extent by Hezekiah,

jwho in the later part of Isaiah's life gave such a good reign,

dand by his wisdom and glory would compensate them for the suf-



lbut we cannot call the appearance of this king a complete ful-
{f ilment. Indeed if we shut the fulfilment of this prophecy
?up to the fulfilment of the letter, we are forced to admit

J for no king has ever yet
or such a kingdom. Jesus [
?Christ was not such a temporal king. If he had been he could §
:not have fulfilled the prophecy of the 53d chapter. "
|

But although we are forced to the conclusion that the letf

fter of the prophecy was never fulfilled, we know that the ’

ﬁspirit of it was more than fulfilled. This prophecy expresses
] the deep longing and need of the race for a full revelation
yof Jehovah. This is what a Messiah must mean, a full revé-
lation, an incarnation. What does it matter if the religious
yideas and the conditions of the times framed this longing ﬁ

of the Jews in the form of an ideal king ? If the incarnat ion

§does not matter whether he came as a king or a sufferer. He

# came, and satisfies the deepest longings of all peoples.



3 Not only the deepest longings they have had, but ever can
| have.

The grace of Our lord Jesus Christ is the fulfilment of

ﬁ all prophecy.
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