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Silver Burdett Company, American Book Company, c. c. Birchard 

and Company, and Ginn and Company appeared in new editions 

organized to supply material for each of the five types of 

activity. 

Between theory and general practice there is ueually 

a lag of a generation. As indicated before, not all music 

supervisors and certainly not all classroom teachers have 

been won ·over to the new program. A survey by Prescottl with 

responses from music supervisors in seventy-five communities 

of Massachusetts reports music activities across the state. 

Extracted from the data are the following percentages with 

reference to variety of activity planned by the supervisors: 

100% require singing and reading of songs 
92% schedule listening activities 
so% use rhythm responses 
52% report creative mueic activities 
37% use melody instruments 
57% arrange for ins true tion on instruments 
13% offer class piano instruction 

The five-fold program appears well established in actual 

practice in the state of Massachusetts. 

The last two items above, instrumental instruction ana 

and class piano instruction, call for specialized instructors; 

but no special music teacher could come into classrooms on 

1 Marjorie Prescott, "Present Status and '!rends of Music 
Education in the Public Elementary Schools of Massachusetts," 
unpub. Ed. M. thesis, Boeton University School of Education, 
1952. 
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1. The instrument could be devised to require the examinee 

to both recognize and re p roduce vocally musical notation, a.n 

activity indispensable for the reading p rogram in Grades IV, 

V, and VI. 

2. Notation problems could be limited to the sight 

rea ding s k ills developed only through Grade VI. 

3. During indivi dual student performance a che ck could 

be made on ability to sing in tune. 

4. The notation selected coul d be graded in terms of 

hymn tune difficulty . 

5. Student ability to use the pitchpipe could be checked 

quickly and directly . 

A test was devised to follow in difficulty and sequence 

the notation problems presented in basal s eries reading material . 

Rhy t hmica lly, the quarte r note and half note were u sed first, 

followed by t h e t wo eighth note rhythm; comp ound time (two p ulse 

6/ 8 me t er) and t h e dotted eighth and s ixteenth not e r hythm 

came la.st. Tonally, stepwise mov ement and repeated tones we:re 

r ead fi rst, then came interva.ls based on the tonic, dominant, 

and subdominant chords, with t he chromatics so-fi-so and 

la-te-la a s last problems . This test, too, was tried out on 

seventy college seniors, r evised, and used in the form a ppe a:>ing 

on p a ge 96 of the Appendix . 

In point of time the sight sing ing test was given to 

each group immediately u p on its comp letion of the questionnaire. 
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Four recommendations were made: 

1. J oint r esearch by t h e sta t e teachers colleg e music 

faculties shou ld b e organized to p roduc e a u niform course o:f 

study. 

2. Pr erequ isites shoul d be enforced to insure t h at 

freshmen had minimum s k ills in sight reading and p iano 

p lay ing . 

J. Me e ting s of extra-curricular organizations should be 

scheduled during the colleg e day. 

4. Funds should be made available to increase music 

librari e s, music books in the college library , and r e cord 

collections to adequate numbers. 

During the thirties musi c education experienced a 

drastic chang e in ph ilosophy , ob jectives, methods and 

materials . Studies made aft e r V' orl d War II examined teacher 

p rep aration i n musi c in the light o:f these new emphas e s. 

In 1949 Stroesslerl completed a di ssertation on t he music 

competencie s of elementary credential candidates. From 

professional literature a list of 127 competencies expec'ted 

o:f teachers was comp iled; these were groupe d in seven 

categori e s: Appreciation , Music Rudiments , Sing ing , Piano 

Playing , Naterials, a nd r edagogy. Tests o:f student abilities 

and attitude s, anecdotal records, and student projects were 

l John J. Stroessler , 11Music Teaching Comp e tencies of 
St an:ford El ementary Credential Candidates," un_pub. Ed. D. 
d iss ertation Stanford University, 1949 . 
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TABLB VII (contin u e d) 

PROVISION OF ENVI RO NM.EN TAL I NFLL;ENCES 

1- r a ct i c e f a cilities 

Instrument Number available Numbe r of 

Or g an 1 4 
P i ano 1 2 

2 4 
3 1 
4 1 
5 1 

udio - v i sual a ids 

Device Numb e r of col l e g e s 
Tap e re c orde r 
In s trument p icture s 
Charts, historical 
F ilms -
F i l m s trip s 
t1adio s in s tudent lounge s 

Radio p r o gr ams b y student 
Fr e quency 

week l y 
t hre e per year 
t wo pe r y ear 
one per y ear 
n on e 

8 
6 
3 
2 
1 
9 

music groups 
Number of 

1 
1 
3 
2 
2 

32 

college s 

us ing 

colle g es 

10. Student pa rt i cipation i n community mu s ic organizations 

Type of o r g ani zation 
Church ch oir 
Conrrauni t y orches tra 
Community ch oru s e s 
Leg ion bands 

( c ont inued on t he next p a ge ) 

Number of coll e g e s 

4 
4 
1 












































































































































































