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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM

The first study of specific language errors of children

1/
known to the author was made in 1909. The first study extended

over a period of two weeks and involved checking on all pupils in

schools, the number of teachers co-operating was about forty. Yet

this small study revealed the fact that the language errors of the

children are not numerous} that the same errors are made in the upper

grades as in the lower grades notwithstanding the teaching of techni-

cal grammar; and that a few errors predominate to the extent that if

ten of the most common errors in a school system could be eliminated,

fifty per cent of all errors on a frequency basis would be eliminated.

This first published study of the actual errors made by the

children attracted immediate attention and was repeated in different

parts of the country. A study was undertaken in Boise, Idaho, along

the same lines, and was continued over a period of five years. The

results on a percentage basis were in substantial agreement with the

original study. A second study in Kansas City extended the list of

errors, but noted substantially the same errors as the most frequent

2/
ones. A study by Sears and Diebel in Cincinnati further extended

the list of errors, but confirmed in general the findings of the pre-

I/G.M. Wilson, "Errors in Language of Grade Pupils

,

"Educator Journal ,

December 1909

2/Charters & miller, "Course of Study in Grammar Based upon Grammatical
"Errors of School Pupils," Bulletin Ho. 2, Vol.16, University of Missouri.
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vious studies Other studies followed1/
•

The early study of language errors was concerned with determin-

ing the most common errors of an entire school system. The various

studies made it possible in 1920 to publish a summary and to set forth

the two hundred four discovered errors somewhat in the order of fre-

2/
quency. These various studies and the resulting summary brought the

commonly recognized language errors into the courses of study throughout

the country. In places as far removed as Lincoln, Nebraska, and Boston,

Massachusetts, they were distributed among the grades and assigned as

specific teaching tasks.

As a member of a seminar group at the Boston University School

of Education, the writer, working co-operatively with others, discovered

that the common language usage mistakes in one part of Boston differed

from those in another part. This fact led to the further question as

to what specific errors should be taught in any district and ultimately

it led to the question which forms the problem in this present 3tudy,

namely, how many separate language errors attach to an individual child.

The importance of the problem was immediately recognized by the

co-operating group. Teaching too frequently is general and, therefore,

non-functional. If the errors made by the particular pupils differ

considerably, then obviously the first task is to find out the specific

language usage errors made by any child. These errors then should be-

come the basis for corrective language work. However, it must

be known how many errors any one child may mak® and in this manner get

l/ Sears & Diebel, "Study of the Common Mistakes in Pupils’ Written Work"

,

Elementary School Journal , Vol.18, November 1917.

2/ M. Wilson, "Locating Language Errors of Children"

,

Elementary School
Journal, December 1920, Yol. 21, pp. 290-96
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an idea of the size of the task ahead. The present study attempts to

answer this question in so far as it can be done on the basis of a

particular group of grade children in a community that is not highly

favored socially and economically.
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CHAPTER II

METHOD OF PROCEDURE

In the present study two methods were used. One method made

1/
use of a standardized language error test having three forms. This

method permits noting the errors made on the test by the child and

then following through during the year as the second and third forms

of the test are given. The three forms of the test were administered

in September, January and May. It was possible on this basis to note

the total errors made by a class at three different times during the

year, and to note also the average number of errors, and for that

matter the specific number of errors, made by each child in the class.

The results of the testing on the second and third tests by comparison

with the first test made it possible to note the progress of the child

toward elimination of errors.

The second method involved noting the errors made by the

children in composition work on the basis of about one composition per

week. While the basis of comparison as between compositions would

obviously not be standardized and might vary in one way or another from

time to time, yet the study had all of the appearances of being worth-

while and did show, as will be related in later chapters, a gradual

decrease in the number of errors in written work.

The first method of study was carried through two years and

the second method through three years. The writer also made a check

1/ G.M.Wilson, "Language Error Test", Journal of Educational Psychology
,

September
,
1922 , pp . 341-49

.
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on oral errors, but no report is made upon this phase of the study in

the present thesis. It may be noted, however, that the results in the

oral study do re-inforce at every point the findings of the present

study. The oral study had one advantage and that was to .make the group

and the individuals of the group clearly conscious of the problem of

correct language usage.
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CHAPTER III

REDUCTION OF ERRORS AS SHOWN BX THE USE OF STANDARDIZED TESTS

*

The test used for this study was the Wilson Language Error

Test. During the school year 1923-1924 the three equal sections of

Form I of this test were administered in September, January and May

respectively to thirty-nine sixth grade children in the Wells School

near the North Station in Boston.

Each part of the test is made up of a story which contains

errors. Each of the three stories, A, B, and C, contains twenty-eight

errors. The task of the child is to correct these errors and failure

to do so makes a score against the child. Table I gives a list of all

of the errors of the three sections of the stories of Form I of the

Wilson Language Error Test and it shows the total number of mistakes

made by the thirty-nine pupils on each error. Examination of the

totals of this table shows, at the bottom, that on story A in September

the class made four hundred forty-five mistakes; on story B, in January

three hundred seven mistakes; and on story C in May, two hundred forty-

two mistakes. The average number of mistakes per pupil on story A was

twelve; on story B it was eight and eight-tenths;and on story C it was

seven and three-tenths. There is, therefore, a gradual reduction in

the number of mistakes made by the children.

The totals at the right of Table I indicate to the teacher

the mistakes which are most frequently made by the children. For

instance, if I was instead of if I were stands at the top of the list
(continued on page 10)

»

y
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Table I

Errors of the three tests of Form I of the Wilson Language
Error Tests and the errors made by the sixth grade on stories

A, B, and C in September, January and Jay respectively, 1923-
1924.

u
<3 <D

X)
CQ o

Errors of Stories A, B, C - Form I
t? a
O -p
•p p.
CO 0)

CO

Story January
o w
-p a
CO

Totals

to for at 5 5
are for our 19 15 2 36

feller for fellow 32 32
me for I 8 3 11
I and Dorothy for Dorothy and I 13 13
taken for took 7 7

especial for especially 33 33
saw for seen 3 11 14
so’s,so as for so that, so 13 1 14
John he for John 6 7 13
too for two 15 5 20
couldn’t hardly for could hardly 23 23
did for done 19 17 36

sure for surely 36 36
real for really, very 33 33
ain’t,hain't for haven't, etc. 4 6 36 46
got for ,gert(omit) 12 3 15
no, none for any, etc. 11 6 17
comes for come 10 10
give for gave 9 6 6 21
to for too 30 26 56
was, if I was for were, if I were 53 9 62
seen for saw 7 7 14
et for ate 6 3 9
them for the, those 5 15 20
couldn't eat no for could eat no 25 25
hopes for hope 8 8
awful for very 1 1 2
once't for once 1 1
ask for asked 7 7
learn for teach 10 10
cetch for catch 5 5
is for are 17 17
done for did 13 4 17
sit for set 9 9
hisself for himself 9 9
good for well 35 35
git for get 3 1 4
and went for to go, etc. 27 27
can't never for can never, etc. 12 12





8

«sj CQ o
UJ

r-j

qj

Errors of Stories A, B, C - Form I w

t? t? t?
o o o -p
-p -p -p o
CO CO CO H

him for he 31 29 60
begun for began 4 4

came for come 16 16

teacher she for teacher 1 1

a for an 9 9

had went for had gone 7 7

the for they 5 5

run for ran 3 3

never for ever 1 1

can for may 20 20

up for ^ff(omit) 21 21

hadn’t no for hadn't any, etc. 9 9

leave for let 31 31

I and William for William and I 9 9

there for their 14 14

lots of for many 0 0

Totals 445 307 242 994

39 pupils - average age 8 to 11

Average mistakes per pupil Story A 12.
Average mistakes per pupil Story B 8.8
Average mistakes per pupil Story C 7.3
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Table II

Wilson Language Error Test 1925-1924

Individual Mistakes

11 errors - 2 pupils
12 it - 2 "

15 n - 2 "

14 it — 1 "

15 n - 1 "

16 tt - 1 "

17 tt — 1 "

18 tt — 2 "

19 tt - 1 "

20 n - 2 "

21 tt - 1 "

22 it — 2 "

(median) 25 n - 4 "

24 tt - 1 "

25 tt - 5 »

26 tt - 5 "

28 it - 4 "

29 it — 4 "

54 tt — 1 "

56 tt - 1 "

Total 59 pupils
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y/ith sixty-two mistakes by thirty-nine children. The use of him for he

comes next with sixty mistakes. Half of these errors occurred in two

stories.

Vfhile Table I indicates a general reduction in the number of

mistakes made by children, it is necessary to examine the record of

each child in order to get at our main problem, namely, the number of

errors attaching to an individual child. This factor is shown in sum-

mary form in Table II in which the frequency of individual mistakes

checked against the thirty-nine children is indicated. The number of

mistakes per pupil ranged from eleven to thirty-six, the median being

twenty-three. It should be noted in passing that thirty-six errors is

the largest number checked against any child and if this method of

procedure is anything like a fair index, the load for any child is

obviously very much less than two hundred four specific errors set

y
forth in Wilson's original summary.

Apparently one way to bring out the differences among the

children is to show for each child the list of mistakes which were made

throughout the year. Accordingly there follows in Table III names of

the thirty-nine children involved in the study by this method during

the year 1925-1924 together with certain data about them, namely, race

and age. Under the name of each child is a list of the specific

errors which the child failed to correct in taking the tests in stories

A, B, and C. Careful examination of the record of the individual

children will show considerable variation. For example, Frances E.

failed to correct the use of saw for seen , seen for saw , etc. In fact

only one of the mistakes made by Frances E. was duplicated by the second

(continued on page 35)

1/ loc.cit.
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Table III

Showing the assignment to pupils of the nine

hundred ninety-four errors of Table I, resulting from the

testing program throughout the year for the thirty-seven —

'

children of grade six, Wells School, Boston, 1925-1924.

The alphabetical list of errors is shown at the left and

the pupils’ names at the top are arranged in order of

increasing number of separate errors.

1/ In Table II, page 9, the number of pupils in the

class was thirty-nine; here the number of pupils

is thirty-seven. Two pupils dropped out.
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Frequency Summary of Table III by Pupils

Names of Pupils Total Errors

Sybil T. 11
Lena C. 13

Eva F. 12
Nancy P. 15

Elizabeth Y 24

Esther B. 22
Eugenia Z. 26

Esther TUI. 23

Rose H. 23
Vida F. 29

Celia S. 39

Lillian N 50

Hilda M. 31
Annie S. ........ 59

Esther E. 26

Gertrude F. ........ 51

Ida M. 28
Annette F. 33
Jane S. ........ 35

Gertrude R 55

Ruth G. 34
Rose I. 58

Rose L. 41
Bertha 0. 54

Mollie 0. 45
Fannie P. 48

Gertrude B 44
Eva P. 49

Stella G. 50

Rose R. 54
Evelyn 0. 62
Edna C. 50

Bernice H. 56

Dorothy S. 70

Etta W. 68
Alice K. 64
Ruth G. 92

Grand Total Frequencies

1,455





pupil, Hilda M. , the one being the use of Rive for gave , While this

failure of duplication as between Frances E. and Hilda M. is a little

unusual, yet there is very great variation among the children. Most

of them belong to the same race, are approximately the same age,and

come from the same general environment. Evidently one of the first

tasks of the teacher, therefore, is to recognize the differing needs

of her children in the matter of corrective work in language.

Table IV is similar to Table I shown on pages 7-8 and shows

for the year 1924-1925 the specific mistakes made by the forty-four

children in grade six. These mistakes are arranged in Table IV to

show their occurrence in connection with story A in September, story B

in January and story C in May. The totals at the bottom indicate that

in September the class made five hundred fourteen errors, in January

four hundred sixty-five errors and in May three hundred twenty-five

errors. The average number of errors per pupil in September was

eleven and seven-tenths, in January ten and six-tenths ,and in May

seven and seven-tenths. The results show good progress, but do not show

complete elimination of errors. The totals at the right in Table IV

call to the attention of the teacher the errors which stand highest

and, therefore, are most in need of attention. It is to be noticed

that the two highest errors last year (1923-1924) were second and

third in the list this year (1924-1925). It may be noted also that the

first in the list this year was third in the list last year.

Table V is a frequency table covering the number of errors

per pupil for the forty-four children of grade six taking the language

error test during the year 1924-1925. The range happens to be the

(continued on page 59)
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Table IV

Errors of the three tests of Form I of the Wilson Language
Error Tests and the errors made by the sixth grade pupils
on stories A, B, and C in September, January and May respec-

tively, 1924-1925, by forty-four pupils.

fn

Errors of Stories A, B, C - Form I

<H <D

42

b ©
® b
b©

o

b >>

ia
i
—

1

cd

to for at

jU
9

5 |CO © CO

•p
o
Eh

9

are for our 22 18 5 45
feller for fellow 41 41

me for I 9 14 25

I and Dorothy for Dorothy and I 12 12
taken for took 10 10
especial for especially 58 58

saw for seen 5 14 19

so’ s, so as for so that, so 5 2 7

John he for John 5 8 15

too for two 19 4 23
couldn't hardly for could hardly 15 15
did for done 50 22 52
sure for surely 58 38

real for really, very 56 36

ain't,hain't for haven’t, etc. 17 16 50 83

got for (omit) 15 10 25

no, none for any 10 17 27

comes for come 15 15
give for gave 18 14 8 40
to for too 59 45 82
was, if I was for were, if I were 60 11 71
seen for saw 10 6 16

et for ate 8 8 16
them for the, those 6 11 17
couldn’t eat no, for could eat no, etc. 21 21
hopes for hope 5 3

awful for very 21 8 29
once't for once 11 11
ask for asked 15 15
learn for teach 21 21
cetch for catch 9 9

is for are 25 23
done for did 15 9 22
sit for set 8 8

hisself for himself 16 16
good for well 41 41
git for get 5 4 9

and went for to go, etc. 59 39

can’t never for can never, etc. 14 14





Errors of Stories A, B, C - Form I

him for he
begun for began

came for come
teacher she for teacher
a for an
had went for had gone

the for they
run for ran
never for ever

can for may
up for up
hadn't no for hadn't any, etc.

leave for let
I and William for William and I

there for their

lots of for many

Totals

<£i CQ o
K**

U t?
O o o
-P -p -p
CO CO CO

36 39
6

11
0

16
10
5

4

2

26

25
17

54
5

21 21

1 1

514 465 325 1,504

44 pupils - average age 9 to 12

Average mistakes per
Average mistakes per
Average mistakes per

pupil Story A 11.7
pupil Story B 10.6
pupil Story C 7.7

w

h

m

ro

hi-

1

H

-a

Cn^'OMOM^WOOiOH

cncn

Totals
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Table V

Wilson Language Error Test 1924-1925

Individual Mistakes

11 errors - 1 pupil

16 it - 2 "

17 n — 1 "

18 it - 1 »

19 n - 1 "

20 ii — 5 "

21 ii - 4 n

22 it - 3 "

(median 24)
25
25

n

ii

— 4 "

4 "

26 it - 3 "

27 ii - 3 "

28 ii - 1 "

29 it - 2 "

30 it — 2 "

31 ti — 1 "

32 it - 5 »

34 ti - 2 "

36 ti — 1 "

Total 44 pupils
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same as the previous year. (See Table II) One pupil made eleven mis-

takes and one pupil made thirty-six mistakes. The median number of mis-

takes was one more than in the previous year, namely, twenty-four instead

of twenty-three.

While Table V shows in a general way the difference among the

children with regard to the number of errors made, Table YII shows the

specific errors attaching to each of the forty-four children in grade six

during the year 1924-1925, as revealed by written compositions. Here

again there is considerable variation indicating that the teaching task

involves much specific work with individuals. In no case, however, is

the list exceedingly long. (See Table VII, page 4£ and Chapter IV.)

The approach to the corrective work in language usage through

a standardized test has certain advantages. The fact that another com-

parable test is coming may be used as a basis for motivation. The com-

parable test makes it possible also to measure progress and this fact

provides additional motivation. The number of errors involved is small

and since in the particular test used the errors are the ones that stand

highest in frequency throughout the country, they are doubtlessly the

errors which need first attention. The errors which any child corrects

promptly drop out so far as that child is concerned. The result, there-

fore, is to direct the work of the class toward the most common errors

and specifically to direct the work of each individual t07/ard his own

needs. When well-managed by the teacher, the step from noting errors on

a standardized test to noting errors in written composition is a simple

one and not unacceptable to the children. This part of the story is con-

tinued in Chapter IV.
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CHAPTER IV

REDUCTION OF ERRORS AS SH0Y7N IN WRITTEN COMPOSITION

WORE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

The class was introduced to the problem of correcting its

language usage errors through standardized tests as indicated in the

last chapter. By the second month of school the children were thoroughly

conscious of their problem and were interested in trying themselves out

in composition work. The general plan was to have about one composition

per week. The average length was one or two pages or three paragraphs.

Following the writing of a composition, the class was in-

terested in taking time to know the specific errors of each child. These

errors were kept carefully by the child and a record was made by the

teacher for reference in helping the individual children. Table VI is

a frequency table showing the number of pupils having errors in composi-

tion work during the year 1922-1925. This Table is a frequency summary

for that year. The number of errors per pupil runs from seven to twenty-

three. One pupil had seven errors and one pupil had twenty-three. The

median for the forty-four pupils was fourteen. While the largest number

of errors for any one pupil was twenty-three, the total list of eight

hundred five errors is quite extensive. A list is given arranged in

order of frequency in Table VII. The total number of separate errors

shown in the table is three hundred seventy-seven.
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Table VI

Written Compositions 1922-1923

Individual Errors

7 errors - 1 pupil
8 tt - 2 tt

9 tt — 1 tt

10 ti - 4 tt

11 tt - 1 tt

12 « ~ 3 tt

13 tt — 6 tt

(median) 14 tt - 5 tt

15 tt - 2 tt

16 tt - 4 tt

17 tt - 3 tt

18 tt 4 tt

19 tt - 3 tt

20 tt - 2 tt

21 tt - 2 tt

23 tt 1 tt

Total 44 pupils
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Table VII

List of Errors in Written Work in Order of Freo±uency 1922-1925

to, two, too 32
there for their 26

in for into 22
is for are 20
of for off 16

thing for things 14
are for is 15
then for than 12
do for did 11

it for them 11
love for like 10
saw for see 10
the for they (the - they 9; the - thy l) 10

a for an 9

day for days 8

lay for lie 8

was for were 8

a lot of for much, many 7

see for saw 7

to for for 6

brought for took 5

by for buy 5
can for could 5

good for well 5

man for men 5

thing for think 5

things for thing 5

want for wanted 5

bring for take 4
mans for men 4

in for to 4
like for as 4

most for almost 4
nice for good 4
on for in 4

patriot for patriotic 4

right for write 4
take for took 4

their for there 4

went for go 4

your for our 4

a for and 5

are for our 5

ask for asked 5

became for came 5

do for does 5

done for did 3
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door for doors

dose for does
instant for instance
layed for lay
much for many
of for have

that for who
their for they
there for they are
think for thing
through for throw
to for with
vain for vein (vain-vein 2; vein-vain l)

who for whom
whole for hole
will for would
win for won
with for of
woman for women
and for an
bear for bare
big for large
brought for taken
buy for by
car for care
cloths for clothes
come for go
comes for come
did for done
do for give
down for in
every for very
flower for flowers
for for of
frighten for frightened
get for gets
go for went
gone for going
has for have
hear for here
his for is

how for as
I for the
in for of
in for on
is for it
kinds for kind
learn for teach
may for might
men for man
most best for good
my for me
at- for in

5

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

5

3

3

3

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

Z
2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2
2
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no for know 2

of for from 2
of for to 2
off of for off 2

on for one 2

our for my 2

past for passed 2

prettiest for pretty 2

quite for quiet 2

ran for run 2

run for ran 2

sent for send 2

should for would 2
stands for stood 2

steel for steal 2

take for takes 2

taking for taken 2

talked for talk 2

them for it 2

there for they 2

they for them 2

through for threw 2

tired for tied 2

up for at 2

very for every 2

washed for wash 2

we for you 2

which for who 2

why for that 2
winds for wind 2

wood for would 2

you for I 2

you for we 2

your for you are 2

a for are 1

a for the 1
a horse he for a horse 1

alone for along 1

alway for always 1

America for American 1

an for am 1
an for and 1

at for to 1

are for am 1

are with for have 1

around for about 1

ask for tell 1

asked for asks 1

as well for besides 1

at for of 1

at for on 1

awake for wake 1





be for being 1
beautifuller for beautiful 1
became for turned 1
because for become 1
best for good 1

big for older 1
breathe for breath 1

bring for brings 1
bring for get 1

broke for broken 1
but for put 1

by for at 1

by for from 1

by for with 1

called for named 1

cane for can 1

careful for carefully 1

changing for change 1

cities for city 1

clever for cleverness 1

coaster for coast 1

color for colors 1

could for can 1

could for would 1

could of for could have 1

countries for country 1

death for dead 1

dies for died 1
do for doing 1

do for learn 1

dog for dogs 1

down for done 1

eat for food 1
education for educated 1

elder for older 1

enjoying for enjoyable 1

eve for evening 1
excuse for excused 1

farmers they for farmers 1

fell for feel 1

flour for flower 1

for for fore 1
fore for for 1

forth for fourth 1

four for for 1

freight for fright 1

from for for 1

from for of 1

from for to 1

full for fully 1

gardens for garden 1

get for be 1
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get for become 1

get for got 1

gets for get 1

gets for is 1

git for get 1

give for make 1

give for show 1

got for went 1

greets for greetings 1

grown for grows 1
guide for guard 1

had for has 1

has for as 1
hasn't got for hasn't, etc. 1

have for had 1

he for they 1

health for healthy 1

her for hear 1
here for hear 1
him for he 1
his for he is 1

hole for hold 1

hope for hop 1

how for that 1

how much for as much as 1

I for in 1

I for me 1
import for important 1

in for for 1

in for from 1
instance for instant 1

into for in 1
is for was 1

is gone for goes 1

it for him 1

it for they 1

keeping for kept 1

kind for kindness 1

kind for kinds 1

kind for sort 1

kind of for rather 1

king for kind 1
know for now 1

laws for law 1

lead for led 1
leave for leaves 1

light for turn on 1
made for named 1

made for set 1
make for do 1

make for have 1
make for makes 1
me for we 1
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meat for met 1
meet for met 1
middle for medium 1
mind for obey 1
month for months 1
mouth for month 1
my for our 1
my for the 1
neither for either 1
new for knew 1

nice for interesting 1
nice for neat 1
nice for pleasant 1

not for if not 1

obedience for obedient 1

obey for do 1
obeys for obey 1

of for are 1

off for of 1
on for against 1
on for down 1
on for from 1
one for on 1
one for once 1
or for for 1
or for nor 1

ought for had 1
our for are 1
pass for past 1

peace for piece 1

piece for peace 1

possible for possibly 1

pour for power 1

put for make 1
quick for quickly 1
quit for quite 1
rap for wrap 1
rip for ripe 1
rods for rod 1
sea for see 1

seasons for season 1
seat for sit 1

seen for saw 1
send for sent 1

shall for would 1
shame for ashamed 1

she for her 1
she for they 1

shinning for shining 1

show for shows 1

side of for beside 1

sign for signs 1
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sinked for sunk
size for age
slay for sleigh
so for very
stay for stays
stays for stay

steam for stem
stood for stayed
stops for ends
strait for straight
take for have
take for talk
take with for take with me
taught for thought
teacher for teachers
teaches for teacher
than for then
that for them
that for they
that for which
the for a

the for my
the for that
the for them
the for there
them for these
they for she
they for their
thing for reason
thing for way
third for thirdly
though for thought
though for throw
threw for through
through for down
thy for our
thy for thine
time for times

to for into
to for there
told for asked
tract for track
true for truth
us for me
us for you
walk for walks
washing for washed
we for I

wear for were
went for came

were for was
were for where

1

1

1
1

1

1

1

1

1
1

1
1

1

1
1
1

1

1
1

1
1
1

1

1

1

1
1
1

1

1

1

1
1

1
1
1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1
1

1
1

1

1

1

1

1





what for that 1
what for why 1
when for then 1
where for were 1
whom for who 1
whose for who 1
why for way 1
with for and 1
women for woman 1
work for try 1
working for worked 1
would for could 1
would for will 1
wright for write 1
your for their 1

Total Frequency 805

Total number of separate errors 377
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Summarizing, we are able to note, that for the forty-four

children in grade six of the Wells School, Boston, in 1922-1923, the

number of errors per child ranged from seven to twenty-three. The median

was fourteen. The total number of different errors made by the forty-four

children was three hundred seventy-seven. These three hundred seventy-

seven errors with their repetition gave a total frequency of eight hundred

five. Among these three hundred seventy-seven errors, the one standing

at the top of the list was the confusion of _to_, too and two with a total

frequency of thirty-two for the forty-four children. The next most fre-

quent error was the use of there for their . Many of the errors occurred

a single time. The frequency summary of Table VII is as follows:

244 errors occurred - 1 time
69

24
13

8
1

2

3

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

- 2 times
- 3
- 4
- 5
- 6

- 7

- 8
- 9

-10
-11
-12
-13
-14
-16
-20
-22
-26
-32
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The composition study as reported for 1922-1923 was repeated

in 1924-1925. The results reported in slightly different form are

shown in Table VIII. This table shows, not only errors, but pupils.

Thus it is possible to note for any pupil the specific errors made

in composition work during the year. The frequency-by-pupil summary

which follows this table shows that errors per pupil in composition

work for 1924-1925 ranged from zero to fifty-seven with a median at

27.5 errors per pupil. (C.F. Table III page 12.)

Table DC is an error frequency summary of Table VIII. This

summary re-emphasizes the fact that the number of errors for an in-

dividual child is not very great and that much specific work is needed.

(See Table DC, page 75) Table DC shows that the number of errors per

pupil ranges from nine to sixty-eight with a median of twenty-nine.

This group, it will be remembered, did poorer in the work on the stand-

ardized tests than did the group for the previous year.

Table X gives a complete list of the errors made in written

composition work during the year 1923-1924 by the thirty-seven pupils

of the sixth grade. The total frequency of errors is 1,433. The most

outstanding characteristic of this table is the large number of errors

of one pupil frequency. There are three hundred sixty-six of such

errors, that is, errors made by one pupil only.

The individual errors connected with the names of the children

) for the year 1923-1924 are not tabulated because of the amount of space

which it would take. If the table were made, it would be similar to

Table VIII and would show in common with Tables III, IV and VIII the varia

(continued on page 89)

- - - .
- — -+

Boston University

School of Education

Library
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Table VIII

The written errors in thirty-two compositions

throughout the year for forty-four children of grs.de six,

Wells School, Boston, 1924-1925. The alphabetical list of

errors is shown at the left and the pupils’ names are at the

top arranged in order of increasing number of separate errors.
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