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The readings in this service, along with all the carols we have sung, are intended to reach our hearts with one message:  God loves us with a torrent of love.  God is so madly in love with you and me that God will pursue us, even showing up as a child, as one of us, weak and helpless.  God is mystery, but God is always showing us the way, and God does it in shocking clarity, coming as “Emmanuel,” God with us.
 

The essence of Christmas is love.  The essence of God is love.  The essence of faith is love.  “Faith is being grasped by the power of love.”  (William Sloane Coffin, Jr.)  That’s why Christmas is such a powerful season.  All our holiday gift-giving is really a way for us to say to each other “I love you.”  
 

The gift God gives us in Jesus is pure love.  I hope in the next week we will all claim some time for quiet reflection, to sit in silence and realize how deeply we are loved by God.  It is that love that sustains us and gives us courage to face all the ups and downs of our life.  
 

Because we are loved, we spend our lives, as Howard Thurman wrote, doing the works of love, the work of Christmas---“to find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to visit the prisoner, to house the homeless, to bring peace among people, to make music in the heart.”
 

We do this because love is all that matters.  That love prompts me to say, for all of us on the church staff, what a privilege it is for us to be one of you and serve with you.  It is a joy to be part of a people who know and live the truth that love is the heart of the matter.
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