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INTRODUCTION

Reading occupies a major portion of the first grade program. Tt
should be an interesting and an enjoyable experience. 3ince childran
learn more easily that which is interesting, it seoms advisable to dis-
cover from the children themselves what type of story they like to read
and why.

This study is an attempot to determine children's likes and dislikes
for stories in the basal reader, Tound Abﬁut.l Their reasons for these
preferences will be analyzed also.

This is one part of a group project.

T7abel O'Donnell and Alice Carey, The Alice and Jerrv Series,
Round Abou}; Row, Peterson and Commany, 1941.







CHAPTER I
PLAN OF STUDY

This study is an attempt to investigate the resasons why children
like or dislike stories included in a first grade basal reader, Round

About.
PROCEDURE

Materials: The initial plans were to select five storks of each
of the following tyves; informational, imaginative, humorous, and
fantastic. After careful consideration of basal and sunnlem:ntarv texts
it was decided that since the majority of schools used basal readers the
study would be confinsd to basal readers on the level that was taught.
Therefore, all children in three first grade classrooms were presented
stories from the Row, Pete;son First Reader, Round About. The basal

reader used was a different one from the one in use in the elassroom.

Presentation: To avoid any discrepancies which micht have resulted
from the children's inability to read, the stories wsre read by the
teacher. The children wers not told that they were to be asked ahout the

story. ALl twenty-four stories were presented in this manner. It was

possibla to oresent one story in the early morning and another in the
early afternoon. Since ons stofy might lend itself better to one npresen-
tation, a rotation method of checking the stories was used.

The twenty-four stories were divided into three grouns, eight stories
in each group. Bach story was checked in three different wavs, one groun

answered oral guestions, one pictured the story and the other resnondad




to yes and no questions. Tach story was checked in three different ways,
one classroom gave an oral response as to whether or not they liked or

disliked the story and why; a second classroom pictured the same story;

while a third classroom was checked for the comprehension of the storv.
For examnle the story, "Quack-Quack the Fisherman", of Grouo C was read
in three clagsrooms, classroom I was checked for comprehension; class-
room II gave an oral response as to whether or not they liked or dis-

liked the story; classroom III pictured the same story. Orasl response

was considered as the constant, as this was the most reliable measure at

Grade I level due to the children's inability to write their own reactions.




Table I shows the rotation plan used for the three groups.

TABIE I

PLAN OF ROTATION

Stories Classroom Classroom Classroom
I 1T 11T

Group A Oral Picture Comprehension

8 Response Response Response
Group B Picture Comprehension Oral

8 Response Response Resnonse
Group C Comprehension Oral Picture

3 Resnonse Response Response

Thz stories in Group A were checked in Classroom I for oral resvonse;
Classroom II for picture responsey and in Classroom IITI for comprehension.
Stories in Group B. were checked in Classroom I for picture resnonse; in
Nlassroom II for comorehension; and in Classroom IITI for oral resnonse.
Stories in Group C were checked in Classroom I for comprehension; in
lassroom II for oral response; and in Classroom III for nicture resvonse.
By using the Rotation Plan the stories were all checked in three wavs.

The stories in the respective zrouns follow on the next page.




The stories in the resnactive grouvs are as follows:
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Tn order not to influszncs their interest or affeet their resnonses

no orevious motivation other than, "Would you like me to tell you a
storyi" was given. No pictures were shown for the same reasons. Tn
checking oral responses, immediately after reading the storv, the child-
ran wsre asked if they liked or disliked the story and why. As each
child came up to teacher's desk and whispered his preference, the teached
recordsd the response for later comparison with pictures drawn of the
gsamz story by Classroom IT. In making commarisons to check thes likes and

dislikes of these stories the followine elements of interest wera

considered: l. Humor
2. Character
3. Plot

L. Ending
5. Personal Association

Three tyoes ~f checks were used following the reading of the storv
by the teacher: individual oral resnonse, picture resnonse, comprehension
resnonse. The child was asked to respond immediately. In the individual |
oral responsz method each child came to the teacher's desk and answered
these cuestions: Did you lik:s the story or didn't you like the story?
Why? ¥ach child whispered so that the other children would not hear his
answer. The teacher recorded the resvonses.

In the picturs resnmonse method the children were instructed to draw
something about the story. Vhen drawing was completed, each child told
what the picture represented. The teacher recorded the child's resvonse
on the beck of each naper. These responses wire commarad with the oral
resnons=s of another classroom. The following table shows how th=

pictures were compared with the oral resnonse.




TABLE IT

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL R4SPONSG AND PICTUR: RESPONSHE MiITHODS

Name of Story

Elements

of Humor Plot Ending Character Pers. Assoc.
Interest

Oral
Response

Picture
Resnonse

The child's oral resnonse was ths Jeciding factor for the elassi-
fication of the nictures.

The nictures were further analyzed against the individual oral res—
vonses of the child as the writers w2re attemntine to discover if the
childran drawing the oictures would draw thz ssme items that the child-

rzn who zave the oral responsas had s=lacted.

TABIE III

COMPARISON UF IWDIVIDITAL ORAL RESPONSES WITH PICTIRES

Ttems Oral esponse Picture

In the comparison method, after the storv was read, cuestions were
asked about the story to check for recall which is a factor in compre-
hension. Tt was important that the cuestions be obisctive. If the
cuestions contained the folloging words, "Nid you like the part where--="
the child's resvonse mizht have been influenced by this statement.
Therefore, all the ouestions were of a factual nature. The following

cuestions were used for checking the story, Pears for Pauline.




1. 9id a big red truck come down the street? Yes
2. Vas the red car Jack's truck? No
3. Did Jack want to work? Yes
L. 7Did a pear fall in the red wagon? Yes
5. Did the lady in the biz whit: house buy pears? o
6. Did Jack want to play? No
7. Did Mr. Green want some pears? Yes
8. Was Pauline ¥r. Green's daughter? No
9, Did Pauline 1liks pears? Yes
10. Did Jack sc¢ll all his pears? Yes
11, Did Jack earn money? Yes
12, Did Jack's bank look 1like a biz Jog? No

iy

The cuestions for sach story may b found in the avpen’ix. Yes =i no
cuzstions ware asksd to facilitate the checking for the c¢hild. Each
child was given a oaver to check the answers to all ouestions. If the
cuestions were answered correctly, it was assumed that the storv was
understeod. Tf many failed on one cuestion, it was assumed thet the item
was not understood, or the gquestion poorly worded.

The presentation of each story together with the check took
approximately fifteen minutes. Two sghtories were checked each day re-

guiring different types of response.

POPULATION

Ninty children in three first grade classrooms in areas suburban to
Vetropolitan Boston were included in the study. Residential and indus-
trial communities were renresented. The children came from average
socio—economic areas. Because of the limited number of cases sex dif-
ferences were not considered.

The results of the analysis is presented in the next chaoter.




CHAPTER II
ANALYSTS OF DATA

In analyzing the results of the study described in the previous
chzpter, consideration was given to 2 comparison of the individual oral
response with the nicture resvonse. Tntseropretive data for each storv

was comoiled:

(1) to indicate children's likes and dislikes for
stories

(2) to compare the oral resnonse and the picture
method for clements of interest

(3) to indicate whether the children drawing the
pictures would draw the same items that the
children who zgave the oral response had selectzd

(4) to determine the largest number of responses

in oral and oicture methods of checking to
ascertain reason for nreference

The analysis for each story follows., The comprehension check is
presented first, then the comparison of the oral presentation and the
picture presentation, and finally an analysis of the items presented by

these two methods.




QUACK=QUACK THE FISHERMAN

Possible Score M. s.D.

2 : k.83 47

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot Ending Character Like Dislike Pers., Assoc.
Oral 3 26 3 27 3
Picture 2 23 2 1L 36 1

COMPARTISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Response Type 0 P
1. It was funny H 1 2
2. Won Blue Ribbon P 8 L
3, Duck cguzht fish P 17 i
L. TWent to pet show P 2 L
5. Duck Jerry's friend C 1 1
6. Duck was fisherman C 2 7
7. Duck catchzs fish P 1
8. Duck swimming P L
9., Going for duck P 1

The largest number of oral responses was the duck catching fish,

which was the same item as the largest number pictured.



THE TOY MENDER

Possible Score M. S.0.

? 830 97

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot 0©nding Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral 2 8 L 1 25 1
Picture X 1 13 31

COMPARTSON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Response Type 0 P
1. 1}Music box P ] 9
2. Toy shop P 3 3
3. Doll got fixed E 3 6
Le Toy Mender C 3 L
5. I would like to be a toy mender P.A. 1 1
6. Doll fell out of Alice's hand P 2
7. Going home with music box B 1 1
8. Alice c 6
9, House Alice lives in 1

The largest number of oral responses was the music box, which was

the same item as the largest number victured.
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PEARS FCR PAULINE

Possible Score M. S.D.
12 9.50 1.37

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot ¥#nding Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral 2 15 6 13 35
Picture L 18 2 2L

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Resnonse Type 0 P
l. Parrot sounded funny H 2 2
2. Jerrv pulled the r=d wagon c 3 7
3. Jerry put penniss in the bank E 6 6
L. Jerry selling pears P 9 15
5. Parrot c 5 5
6., Pear fell off tree P 5 12
7. Earning money P 2 2
8, Cross woman didn't want any G 5 i

The largest numbsr of oral responses was Jerry selling the pears

which was the same item as the largest number pictured.
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THE BIG RED TRUCK

Possible Score M. S.D.

5 L.83 o2

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE HESPOﬁSES

Humor Plot #nding Character Tike Dislike Pers. Assoc,
Oral 27 3 28 2
Picture 19 15 2 26

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURT RYSPONSES

Individual Oral Response Tyoe 0 P
1. Moving to farm P 25 16
2. Dog ran in and out P 1 2
3. Boy went far away P 1
Lo He went back home C 1 2
5. Little boy cot up early in the morning C 1 3
6, He went with Bill c 1 1
7. When children didn't want Jack to move P 2
8, Jack helping moving man P 2

9. New house on the farm

=
=3

The largest number of oral responses was moving to the farm which was

the same item as the largest number pictured.



THE RIDE TO THE FARM

Possible Score M. S.D.

8 7.69 57

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot Fnding Character ILike Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral 22 1 2 2L 1

Picture 20 1. 9 30

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTIURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Responses Type 0 P
1. Quack caught a fish P 9 10
2. Quack received blue ribbon PP 5 L
3. Jack wanted to catch fish P 3 2
L. Pauline the parrot C 1 1
5. Jack selling pears to old lady P 1
6. Toy Mender's shop P L 6
7. Jack wanted to be a moving men like Bill E 1 1§
g, I liked Jack C 1
9. The moving truck P 8

Thz largest number of oral responses was Quack ecatching the fish which

was the same item as the largest numbep-pictured.
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THE Ni&¥W BOME

Possible Scors M. Sl

6 5023 0811-

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RAESPONSES

Humor Plot Hnding Character Tike Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral 18 9 8 35 1 1
Picture 18 3 L 25

COMPARISON OF 0R+I, AND PTICTURE RuSPONSES

Individual Oral Resnonses Type 0 P
1, Jumped out of truck and looked around 5 8
2. Jack helved Bill o L 2
3. then Jack said good-bye to 3ill E 3
L. Truck going away E 6 3
5. When Jack moved into new house I3 6 13
6. Wants to be a moving man when he grows
up P.A. 1
7. Jack leaving old house c L 2
8. Red truck coming to house ¥ L 5

The largest number of or:l resmonses was the truck zoing awav which

was the same item a2s the largest number victured.



THE BIRTHDAY PARTY

Possible Score M. S.D.

5 L.17 75
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot Ending Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoec.
Oral 2L 1 L 25 5 X
Picture 26 5 5 36

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Responses Type 0 P
1. Billy and Bobbyv had a birthdzy varty P 20 8
2. Children ate all the ice cream P 9 7
3. Children playing outside B 1 5
L. Twins were 5 years old c 3
5. I like birthdsy parties P.A. 1
6., Had birthday cake P 2l 22
7. All children going home B 3
8. Girls coming to varty c 5

The largest number of oral resvonses was twins had a birthday cake

which was the sseme item 2s the largest number pictured.



SUMMER TIME

Possible Score M. S.0D.
10 9,28 3L

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot ®©nding Character Like Dislil'e Pers. Assce.

Oral 13 10 - 1 2L
Picture 22 8 30
COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES
Individual Oral Responses Tyne 0 P
1. Going on nicniec E 10 -9
2. Rode on ponies P 2
3. Feeding the pigs P 2 2
L. Riding down the river P 1 8
5, Fishing ' P 1 6
6. When he didn't have a birthday party C b 3
7. At the farm P 6
8. Feeding the heng P Ly 5
9. FEating breakfast P 3 2
The largest number of oral resvonses was going on a vpicnic which was
the same item as the largest number pictured.
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AUTUMN TINE

Possible 3Score M. S.D.
6 Le63 .83

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot Ending Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral T 12 L7 36
Picture 10 13 2L

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PTCTURE RESPONSES

Individual COral Responses Tvpe 0 P
1. Jumping on leaves H ] 9
2. Billy jumped on him E a8 25
3. Billy looking for Bobby P 5 13
L. Vhen he wanted a birthday P 5 12
5. Fall day P 1

The largest number of oral responses was when Billy jumped on Bobby

which was the same item as the larzest number pictured.
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WINTER TIME

Possible Score M. 8.D.
5 fetl «53

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot Ending Character Like Diglike Pers. Assoc.
Oral 8 17 2 20 10
Picture W 10 23 3 36

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Resvonse Tyne 0 P
1. Fell in the snow ji 7
2. V¥ent over a bump B 10 23
3. Looked like a snowball C 2 3
L. They were happy and went coasting P 8 10
5. They were outside P 2

6. I didn't like it because of the bump Dislike 10

The largest number of oral responses was when the sled went over a

bump which was the same item as the largest number pictured.



SPRING TIME

Possible Score M. S.De

10 8420 «53

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot ¥nding Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral 5 18 1. 2k

Picture 14 15 1 30

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Responses Type 0 P
1. Made a garden P 2 12
2. Birthday party B 18 15
3. They are six years old C 1
L. Liked rabbits and duck, ice cream P 2 i
5. Where they said what they wanted for
their birthday P i
6. Bobny calling mother to look at flowers C i 4 1

The largest numbesr of oral responses was when they had the birthday

varty which was the same item as the largest number pictured.
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THE OLD CAR

Possible Score M. S:D.

8 6443 1.31

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot Ending Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral 1 15 8 7 ) 3 5

Picture 9 L 11 24

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Responses Type 0 P
l. Grandmother put cake and apoles in
the basket P 10 9
2. When Grandfather wanted Grandmother
to take the train E 6
3. OGrandmother was thinking of Bobhy and
Billy C L
4. Grandmother was going to bring the boys
back with her ' P L
5. Grandmother went in the old car P 3
6. Grandfather checked the car E 2 L
7. I liked the Grandmother P.A. 2
8. When Grandmother ssid good-br to
Grandfather C 1
9. It was funny H 1
10. Orandmother looking out at her garden C 6
11, T didn't like it 3

The largest number of oral resvonses was when Grandmother put the cake

and apples in her basket; which was the same item as the larsest number
pictured.



THE RIDE TO THE CITY

Possible Score M. S.D.

® 5 4430 1,11

NISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot #“nding Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc,
Oral 21, B 1 23 7
ricture 23 8 5 36

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Responses Tyoe 0 P
1. Grandmother visited Bobby and Billv E 5 8
2. Man helped her 5 2
3. 0ar was broken P 10 13
L. No gas in the car ¥ 5 13
5. Going up the hill P 1 L
6. Orandmother sating an aople C 1 L
7. Grandmother went over a bump P 5
8, Grandmother could not start the car r 2 3
. The largest number of oral responses was when the car was broken

which was the same item as the largest number nictured.



BLUE BARNS

. Possible Score M. S.De

13 8.87 2.32

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot fnding Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc,.
Oral 2 20 6 6 32 L 2

Picture 19 1 3 24 2

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTUR: RESPONSES

Individual Oral Resnonses Tyoe 0 P
1. Martha got fat C 3
2. Martha ceme out one day F 11
3. I like ducks c 3
L. Ducks flew away from indrew P 5 6
5o Andrew sleeving in dog house all wvirber P L 2
6. Andrew was hapoy E 3
7. When Andrew started to cry it was
funny H
8. They followed the fzrmer's wife B 3 2
9. I like the name Andrew P.A. 2 2
10, Man gave ducks to farmer 1 2
11. Hen looking for the animals C 1
12, Turkey C 1
. The largest number of Oral Resoonses was when Hartha came out one

day which was the s-me item as the largest number pictured.
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AT BOBBY'S AND BILLY'S HOUSE

Possible Score M. S.h.

10 9oLty .80

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot Ending Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral 12 12 2l

Picture 22 L 6 32

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Responses Type 0 P
1. QGoing on the train E 12 L
2. Heating the white cake P 3 1
3. Grandmother at breakfast P 9 13
L. OGrandmother's car G 1
5. Twins meeting Srandmother P 1
6. OGrandmother walking towards house P 6
7. Bobby and Billy's house & L
8. Grandmother?'s house C 1
9. Boy milked the cow C A

The largest number of oral responsss was going on the trainj; while
the largest number pictured was Grandmother at the breakfast table. The
analysis indicated that the largest number of oral responses was not the

same item as the largsst number picutred.



THE SLUS POOL

Possible 3core M. S

50 l’+.38 .22

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot E&nding Character Like Dislike Pers. As=oc.
Oral T 17 ; 6 26 Ly

Picture 17 11 6 36

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individu=1l Zral Response Type 0 P
1. Frog did not know what winter was P 14
2, Little Frog laughed H 2 2
3. The Frog was little C 1
L, 'Winter came P 1 L
5, The wise bull frog (6] 1
6, Frog went under water to spsnd winter c 2 3
7. Mr. Turtle laughed at Little Frog H 2 15
8. Little Froz c 2 5
9. Spring came P 1
10. He missed winter P 1
11. Turtle and Froz zoing to sleep P 2
12. Bird saying good-bye to Frog B 1

e
-

The largest number of oral resvonses was Little Froz didn't know what
sinter was; while the largest number pictured was Mr. Turtle laughed at
Little Frog. The analysis indicated that the largest number of oral

responses was not the same item as the largest number pictured.



LITTIE DEER'S SPOTS

. Possible Score M. S.D.

10 9¢27 1.22

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot Ending Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral 13 12 25

Picture 19 10 2 30

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Tndividual Oral Responses ‘Type 0 P
1. Mother said, "Little Duck is lovely." P 1
2. Vhen Little Deer kept looking at his spots P 3 3
3. Little Dzer sleening in leaves P 2 6
L. Duck was takir-lg care of Little Deer P 1 5
5, Mother said, "Little Deer, gzo to sleep P 2
6., Duck said he would loose his spots B 12 10
7. Mother Neer left Little Deer P L 5
3. Mother Deer C !
9, Baby Deer C 1

. The largest number of oral responses was the Duck said he would loose

his spots which was the same item as the largest number pictured.



THS BIG NEW WORLD

Possible Score M. 3eDe

9 7.33 1.54

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot Ending Character Tike Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral 3 12 16 2 36 3

Picture b 12 5 2L

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Resvonses Type 0 P
1. Baby Deer lost his sots B 16 13
2. Little Deer went out to see the world I 10 7
3, Baby Deer and his Mother C 2 5
Le When they went to see the farm p 2
5, I liked Little Deer P.A. 3
6. Andrew hissed at Little Deer H 3

The largest number of oral responses was Baby Deer lost his snots,

which was the same item as the largest number pictured.




LITTIE DEER'S ANTLSRS

Possible Score M. SeDe

5 L.33 .75

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Frlot Ending Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral L 2L 30

Picture 11 15 10 36

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RHSPONSES

Individual Oral Responses Type 0 P
1., Little Deer got his antlers E 2l 1L
2. Because he is a father G 1 1 4
3, Father deer had a tree on his head C 1 9
L, Little deer asked the animals r L 5
5, Mother leer said his antlers would

grow beautiful C &

6., Little Deer and ducks going to pool P 6

The largest number of oral responses was Little Deer got his antlers

which was the same item as the largest number pictured.



PADDY'S PETS

Possible Score Me S+l

10 9.73 57

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURT RESPONSES

Humor prlot Ending Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral 3 19 2 2L

Picture 23 7 30

COMPARTSON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Responses Type 0 P

1. ‘then pets peekad out of father's
pocket in church I3 13 9

2. Father walking out of church pets

in his pocket B 2

3. Father laid coat over pew P L
Le hen raddy receiverd pupoy from father ¥ 1 1

5. When everyone smiled but father H 1

6., It was funny H 2
7. rather and Paddy going to church r 7
8, Paddy put puppies in overcoat P 1 1
9., Paddy vlaying in the yard |2 5
10. Paddy's house C 5
11l. Church C 2

The largest number of oral responses was when the nets neeked out of

father's pocket which was the same item as the largest number vietured.




G0O0D COASTING TODAY

Possible Score M. SeDs

11 8.80 1.42

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot Ending Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral L 30 34 2

Picture 2L x 25

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Responses Type 0 P
1. Vhen sled.turned over P 9 13
2. Playving in the snow P 7 5
3. Father and Alice leaving house P 1
L. Jerry riding down the hill P 1 1
5. Alice coasting P 1 1
4, Family going coasting P 8 1
7. Mr. Carl's train c 1

8., Father and Mother went this way

and that way L
9., It was funny H L
10. I like stories about Winter P.A. 2

The largest number of oral responses was when sled turned over which

was the same item as the largest number pictured.



TING-A-LING

. Possible Score M. S.D.
5 L.66 .62

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Plot Ending Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral 23 o 26 I
Picture 23 13 36

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Response Type 0 P

1. Mr. Carl went for the bird B 19 19
2., Mr. Carl had good news P L L
3. Mr. Carl didn't go coasting C 2
L. The bird could sing C L
5. TWhen he got on the train c 1 L
6. Mr. Carl had so many birds in

his house C 1 1
7. '"hen the children wanted Mr. Carl

to go coasting P 2 12

. The largest number of oral responses was Mr. Carl went for the bird

which was the same item a2s the largest number pictured.



IN THE CITY
Possible 3Score M. S.D.
11 9.83 1.17

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Humor Frlot F¥nding Character Like Dislike FPers. Assoc.

25
Oral 8 14 3

Picture 6 19 5 30

COVPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Responses Tyoe 0 P
1. When Mr. Carl said he couldn't stop
and he did H 6 6
2. Buying the toys P 5 12
3. It was funny H 2
L. Mr. Carl didn't have enough pennies
to buy the bird P 9 7
5. Going on the train B 3 5

The largest number of oral responses was Mr. Carl didn't have enough
pennies to buy the bird; while the largest number pictured was buying the

toys.
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TING=A-LING AGAIN

. POSSiblt_a Secore M. S.D.
9 773 1.15

DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURKE RESPONSES

Humor Plot Ending Character Like Dislike Pers. Assoc.
Oral 20 5 35 10

Picture 17 7 2L

COMPARISON OF ORAL AND PICTURE RESPONSES

Individual Oral Resvonses Type 0 P
1. Church bells ringing E 5 7
2. Mr. Carl's house P 2
3. Children ring bell P 8 5
L, Person going to 3unday School P :
5. Mr. Carl asleep in bed P 3
6. Mr. Carl hears bell ring P 8 1
7. Children playing with boat P 2
8. Inside the church P 1
9, Alice and Jerry talking to Mr. Carl P 2
10, Mr. Carl was so nice to the children F.A. 3
11, Liked it because there were boys
and girls in it P.A.
12. I like short stories Po.A. 1

The largest number of oral responses was children ring bell and Mr.
. Carl was so nice to children. The Largest number pictured was the

churchbells ringing.



CHAPTER III
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
SUMMARY
The purpose of this study was to investigate the likes and dislikes
of first grade children for stories included in the basal reader, Round
About, and the reasons for these preferences, As a result of the inves-
tigation, it was hoped to discover, if possible
(1) why children like or dislike stories
(2) reasons for their preferences
(3) elements of the story most interesting to them
To accomplish this twenty-four stories were read in three first grade
classrooms and each one was checked in three different ways.

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

(1) The geographical distribution of participants was narrow,
(2) The number of participants was restricted,
CONCLUSIONS
From this investigation made in three first grade classrooms from
three varied communities in areas suburban to Metropolitan Boston the
following conclusions were drawns
(1) Most of the children liked the stories.
(2) The children liked the stories because of the elements of
plot
humor '
character

personal association

(3) Plot was the element of greatest interest.
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(4) Character was the element of second choice.
(5) Humor and Personal Association were least important.

(6) Some stories were disliked because of unpleasant personal
experiences., The following are examnles which were given
by children:

They fell in the snow.

No gas in the car.

The bell kept ringing.

Grandma didn't go by train.

Mr. Carl couldn't go coasting.

The little boy moved.

The boy got up early in the morning.

(7) It was evident that they comprshended the stories due to
correctness in comnrehension check.

Suggestions for Further Research

(1) To conduct a further analysis of the pictures produced
in this study.

(2) To conduct a similar study with a larger group of
children.

(3) To conduct a similar study using a wider geographical
area.



APPENDIX



The guestions for the stories in the respective groups follow:

GROUP A

I The Toy Mender

8.
9.

fias
Was

the store in this fory very old?
the man called the Toy Ssller?

When Hother called was Alice playing with a train?

Did
Did
Did
Did
Did
Was

IT The Ride to

Alice see a vretty box?

the Toy Mender fix Betsy Lee as good as new?

the box belong to Jerry?

the box play a gay little tune?

the Toy Mender give the box to Alice?

it a horss that stepped on Betsy Lee and broke her?

the Farm

1.
2.
3.
i'.o
5e
6.
7.

8.

Did
Did
Did
Did
Did
Did

Jack drive the truck?

Jack talk and talk as they went?

he tell Bill about Pauline?

Jack Spend all his money?

Jack say he wzs going to be a policemant
they zo by a river?

Is Jack going to cateh fish if there is a river near his

new
Can

IIT Summer Time

lc
2.
3-
Lo
5e
6-
7;

8.

9-
10,

home?
Bill catech fish?

Is this story about the winter?

Did
Are
Did
Did
Did
Did
Did
Did
Did

IV  Spring Time

1..
2.
3.
ll-o
5.

Did

Billy wish he wers ten years old?

Bobby and Billy going to see Grandmother?
they sleep late"

they ses the men milk the cows?

they feed all the animals in the barnvard?
they make a snowman?

they have a ride on a pony?

they have a terrible timer

they sit at the table for the picnie?

the birds sing in the trees?

Will Billy and Bobby be five years oldr
Is it summer time?

Are
Did

they going to make a garden?
they make a vegetable garden?



IV Soring Time (cont'd.)

6.
7.
8.
9e
10.

Did they want a ponv for their birthday”

Is Bobby the s=me age as RBillyv

Did they have ice cream rabhits and ice cream ducks?

Was the party the same as the othery

Did they think a party is the best fun in all the world?

V At Bobby and Billy's House

1.

2-
2

-~ .

Le
5.
60
7.
8‘
9.
10.

Was Grandfather at the table the next morning?

Did they give Grandmother a big hug?

Is Grandmothvr going to stay a long time?

Did they take the cake out of the basket?

Are Billy and Bobby going to visit Grandmother?

Did Father come home from school?

Did they have ice cream rabbits and ice cream ducks?
Did they go to Grandmother's in the ecar?

Did the boys go to the country with Grandmother?

Are they going to have fun?

VI Little Deer's Spots

1.
2.
3.
b
5
6.

T
8.
9.
10.

VII Paddy's

Nid Mother and Baby Deer 1liv: near the Rlue Pool?

Did Mother Deer have threes babies?

Did Mother Neer have a bsd for her Baby?

Did Baby Deer have funny black spots?

Did Baby Deer always go with Mother Dear to see the world?
Did Baby Deer want to see the world?

Did Baby Deer like his spots?

Did Mother Pig take care of Little Deer?

Did Mother Wild Duck say, "If no one can sece you no one will
harm you,"?

Will Little Deer have spots when he is big?

Pets

lo
2.
3.
Z-I-c
5.
60
7.
Fe
10.

Did Paddy give Father a big, big hug?

Was the kitten in Father's pocket?

Did Paddy skip to rather?

Did Father give Paddy a rabbit?

Did the church bell say, "Come to church.u?

Did Paddy put the pets in the cellar?

Did Father keep his coat on?

Did Father know the pets were in church?

Did the pets get a bump?

Do you think Father liked the vets to be in chureh?




VIII In the City

1.
29
3.
ll-c
5.
6,
7.

8.
9.
10.
11.

Did Mr. Carl often go to the city?

Did he zo to the city to buy toys?

Did he 1like to look in the windows?

Did Mr. Carl buy a dress for Alice?

Was Mr. Carl happy?

Did he get something for Jerry and Paddy?
When he got to 24 Spring Street did he have enough money
to get the bird?

Did Mr. Carl buy the brown bird?

Will the birds be happy to see Mr. Carl?
Was Mr. Carl cross?

Did he sit in the sun?

GROUP B

I Pears for Pauline

l.
2—‘
3.
b
5.
6.
7
8.
Pe
10,
lll
12.

ITI The New

Did a big red truck come down the street?
Was the red .car Jack's truck?

Did Jack want to work?

Did a pear fall in the red wagon?

Did the lady in the big white house buy pears?
Did Jack want to play?

Did Mr. Green want some pears?

Was Pauline Mr, Green's daughter?

Did Pauline like the pearg?

Did Jack sell all his pears?

Did Jack earn money?

Did Jack's bank look like a big dog?

House

1.
2.
3.
L.
56
60

Nid Jack and Bill ride in the moving truck?
Did Jack like his new home?

las Jack'!s new home in the city?

Did Jack have a good time on moving day?
Did Bill stay at Jack's new homev

Did the moving truck stay at Jack's house:r

IIT Autumn Time

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

fiere Bobby and Billy six years old¥

Was it summery

Did Bopby and Billy have a party?

Did Bobby and Billy play in the leaves?
Did Bobby hide in the houser

Did Billy find Bobhy?



IV The 0ld Car

1.
2.
3.
L.
5.
6.
Te
8.

Were Bobby and Hilly with “randmother?

Did

Grandfather want Grandmother to drive to the city?

Were Bobby and Billy six years old?

Did
Did
Did
Yas
Did

V Blue sarns

ffrandmother want to take the train?
Grandmother make ice cream?

Grandmother drive to Bobby and Billy's home?
the car ovretty old?

firandfather go to get Bobby and Billy?

Were all the barns vainted bluer
Were there geese on the farms

Andrew eat too much?

Andrew walk all over the farm?

a man give six puooies to the farmer?
Martha get too fat to walk?

Andrew happy when he saw the ducks?

the turkey happy?

Andrew stay in the barn all winter?

the ducks fly away with the wild ducks?
Andrew like the snow?

Andrew happy when he saw Martha was not very fat now?
Martha fly away with the ducks?

Little Deer want to see the world?

Mother Deer tell Little Deer to go out alone?
Little Deer happy to see the world?

Mother Neer take Little Deer to the farm?
Little Deer afraid of Andrew? )
Little Deer go again with lother NDeer?

Little Deer keep looking at his spots?

Little Deer's new coat have spots?

i
2.
3. Did
L., Did
5. Did
6. Did
7. Was
8, Was
9- Did
10, Did
11, Did
12. Vas
13. Did
VI The Bigz New World
1. Did
2. Did
3. Was
Le Did
5. Was
6. Did
7. Did
&, Did
9. Did

Little Deer go ocut alone to see the world?

VII Good Coasting Today

1.
2e
30
}-l-o
5e
6.
70
8.
Fe

Vias
Did
Did
Was
Did

it a good dav for coasting?

Alice and Jerry like the snow?

Alice and Jerry eat their dinner before they went coasting
Father a big red bundle?

Jerry make a big snowball?

Were the sleds in the house?

Did
Was
Did

Mother and Father go coasting with Alice and Jerry?
it a long climb to the top of the hill?
Father and Alice tip over?



VII

VIIT

II

I1X

Good Coasting Today (cont'd.)

10, Did Alice and Jerry coast down the street?
11. Did ¥other think coasting was fun?

Ting-a-ling Again

l. Did Mr. Carl go coasting?

2. Was Mr. Carl in bed when the bell rang?

3. Did Mr. Carl lean out of the window to see who it was?

Lo Did Mr. Carl tell Alice, Jerrv, and Paddy not to come back.
5. Did Mr. Carl think coasting was safe for an old man?

6. Did Alice, Jerry, and Paddy have fun at Mr. Carl's?

7. Did Mr. Carl have toys for them to nlay with?

8. Did Mr, Carl hear the church bell?

9. Did the children forget about coasting?

GROUP C

Ouack=Quack the Fisherman

1. Did Jerry like the hens on the farm best of all?
2. Did Alice like Nuack-Quack?

3. Did Quack=nuack catech a fish at the river?

4o Did the monkey zet the blue ribbon?

5. Were Jerry and Alice haopy after the pat show?

The Big Red Truck

1. Did Jerry eat all of his breakfast on moving day?
2. Did the moving men break one of Jack's pictures?
3. Did Jack help the moving men?

L. Were Jerry and Alice glad to see Jack go?

5. Did Jack ride with Bill to the farm?

The Birthday Party

1. Were Bobby and Billy brothers?

2. Were there fifteen candles on the birthday cake?
3. iere there only boys at the party?

L4, Did the twins have fun at their party?

5. Did the cake have yellow csndles on it?

Winter Time

l. Was it raining in our story?

2. Were the twins six vears old now?
3. Did Bobby and Billy fall off their sleds?
Iy, Did they have naew sleds to coast on?
5. Were their sleds blue?




V The Ride to the City

1. Vhen Grandmother started on her trio was she hapoy?
2. Did she have a new car?

3. Did the car get to the top of the hill?

L. Did Grandmother have anything to eat?

5. Did Grandfather get gas for the car?

VI The Blue Pool

1. Did Mr. Turtle know what winter was?

2. Did the birds sleev during the winter?

3. Did Mr. Bullfrog sleep during the winter?

Ly Did the birds know what winter was?

5. Did the Little Frog find out what winter was?

VII Little Deer's Antlers

1. Was Little Deer happy at the beginning of the story?

2. Did Little Deer know what antlers were?

3. Did the birds tell Little Deer that antlers grew on trees.
L. Did ILittle Deer find his antlers in the tree?

5. Was Little Deer happy when he looked in the blue pool?

VIII Ting-a-ling

1. Was the bird a brown oneY

2. Did the letter ask about a nightingale for sale?
3. Did Mr. Carl have a2 ride on Jerry's sled?

L. Was Mr. Carl's train on time?

5. Did Mr. Carl go to the city for the nishtingale?
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