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1 Introduction :
Y
J

| Poets are .the :song-birds of Spring. Their songs are:
1fu11 of harmony,hope and theer. As .the :robin drives out Winter
twith its ¢old and snow; ‘so the poet dispels the .cheerless
]cloua that has settled down on mankind to paralize:his higher
'visions. Society has no greater benefactor than .the.poet. The.
{cold ¢lammy hand of greed and selfisnness fallipalsied at the..

5 presence .of the poet, and materialism,with its. doubt and agnos-
| ticism,withers,dies out and decays under the:'melting rays of

5 his spiritual song. He,having music in his soul,must sing, and
song is the child of spiritual hope.fraught witn visions of

lglory.

- -The :poet 1s not a philosopher; ‘he.is a seer,a diviner,
| a prophet. In the sense of being a spiritualist he.is an ideal-
ﬁjxst. To him 18 given the .spirit of optimism. He.is not a preach
a er, ‘but he:leaves his vision,which is spiritual,upon %he .land-
| ; scape .for his generation to view. Dr.Watts has sung of Heaven
5 until generations of hearts have .been warmed. Wordsworth gave:
? man to see each other as brothers. Burns checked the .flood~tide
Zlof Calvinism in Scotland. Tennyson warmed and revivified sunless

; hearts, which were .cnhilled by the .agnosticism of his day in
f England. But it remainea for #hittier. to sing of the "Eternal

: ' Goodness" so lovingly that a nation joined together in pronounc
gling him blessed. _ .

I The :Quaker poet was born December 17,1807. His boyhood
| days were spent on the farm under the tutorage of labor such as
| was required of a whole.family whose farm was mortgaged so that
:fthe'interest was paid only with difficulty. At the .age of seven
| he 'started to school,but nbs aitendance was very irregular. At
/' the .aze of twenty he spent two terms at the Haverhili Acadeny.
| Until this time.his mother,his Bible,and Burns were .nis real

) 'jinstructors. His mother,according -to Quaker custom, read to him
(;r~ - on Sunday evening from the Bible~ the:Bible was about the.only
N




to Amesbury to the meeting-house. One.of the regular occurrenoes
of every day was the: reading of the.Blble. This being tne .one.
book of his early days,as well as practically for his whole: lifs
we are not surprised to see:that he:was so filled with its
truths and language, that many poems were .given to Bible themes,
and that so many references to it may be traced in his WOTKS.
Dr.James Mudge says,"The ordinary reader who will attempt to
trace .his scripture references to tneir source .will find himself
driven to a prolonged use.of concordance,and will emerge . from.
the endeavor much better acquainted than before .with the . treas~ |
ures of 'Holy Writ! ' We have noted down between six and seven
hundred biblical quotations or allusions in his poetical works
and doubtless the: list might be:further extendea'. Wnittier him
self says of the:volume of Burns' poems brought him by Joshua
Coffin at the:age:of fourteen,"This was about the first poetry
I had ever read,witn the sxception of that of the:'Bible,ef which
I.had been a closs student".
This preparatlon,togetner witn the .inheritance .of nis
father's faith,provided a splendid equipment for a poet to the.
peoples It was also a splendid asset with which to send a lad
forth in quest of truth,to solve the questions of life .fior him-
self and his hearers. The .training of the "Friends" made .his
poyhood more simple and to use .nis own words,turned him "so
early away from what-Roger Williams calis the world's great
trinity- pleasurs,profit and nonor- to take.the.side of the.poofi
and oppressed". That ne never turned from the.faith of his
fathers entirely,if at all,is seen in his desire expressed in
his will concerning nis funeral.”"It is my wish tnat my funeral
may be conducted in the .plain and quiet way of tne Society of
Friends,with which I was connected,not only by birthright but
also by a settled conviction of the truth of its principles and |
the importance .of  its testimonises".

The "principles™ and "testimonies" referred to ars thos
born of a transcendsntalism whicn aroused and kept him obedient

to the ."Inward Light". This heritage alons would be:an almost
impregnable equipment for life's battles of whatsoever sort. To
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this principle he remained trus. Beginning with it ne .bwcane.
possessor of an experience .or belief expressed in the follow~
ing lines;

I
I
i

"0 Love Divine!- whose constant beam
Shines on the eyes thet will not see,

And waits to bless us, while we dream .
Thou leavest us,because we turn from thee!

:
|
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i
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All souls that struggle and aspire,

ALl hearts of prayer by thee are lit;

And dim,or clear,thy toagues of fire

On dusky tribes and twilight centuries sit.

0 Beauty, old yet ever new!

Eternal Voice, and Tnwerd Word,

The Logos of the Greek and Jew,

The old sphere-music which the Semian heard!

Truth whicn the sage and prophet saw,

Long sought without, but found within,

The law of love beyond all law,

The life o'erflooding mortel death and sin!”

Whittier's Belief Concerning the Inner Light
1. ITS IHPORTANCE

He believed the Inner Light was the .only safe .guidoe.
Its importance .to him is exceedingly great. It receives his
highest eulogy. Hz calls it "the.voice of God within'",'"the In-~
ner Light","the still small voice'of the .heart ,"the still wit~j
ness of the .neart”,"tne.inward word","the Spirit of Christ',
|l the Spirit of God,put everywhsre it meant the :voice of God. He.
says,we .must listen "thoough the .noise of time :and sense .to thej
still whisper of the Inward .Word, better in blame,sweeil in ap-
proval heard. It is its own confirming evidence'. He . hears in
his inmost heart the."voice without a sound" admonishing him to
| "Be just,be.true,be meroiful,revers.the Word within thee; God
is near" '
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[ philosophy holds that God is in his world directing its ongoing

of an ideal religious service,
win ecalm and cool and silence, once -again
I find my old eccustomed place among
My brethren,where,perchance,no human tongue
Shall utter words; where never hymn is sung,
¥or deep-toned orgen blown,nor censer swung,
For dim light falling through the pictured pane!
There syllabled by silence, let me hear
The still small voice which reached the prophet’'s eaer; |
Read in my heart e still diviner law
Then Israel's leader on his tables saw!”
Although Whittier was a poet,and posts are .not phi~|
losophers,yet in his doctrine of tne Innsr Light he .anticipated
the pressnt day conception of the Divine lmmanence. As theistic|

leaving out no part,but vitally concerned in svary detail to
the ‘extent that nothing is done .without Him, so Whittier taught
that the Inner Light knew no bounds,but encompassed all.
"Nor bounds,nor clime,nor creed thou knowest,
Wide as our needs thy favors fall;
The white wings of the Holy Ghost
Stobp,seen or unseen,o'er the heads of all”.
Above,below,in sky and sod,
In leaf and spar,in star and mad,
Hell might the wise Atheniaen scan
The geometric signs of God,
The measured order of His plan.

And India's mystics sang aright

0f the one lije perveding all,-

One Being's tidal rise and fall

Jn soul or form,in sound and sight-
Eternal outflow end recall".




2. His RBenunciation of Dead Form and Ritual

The :Inner Voice .was so potent with nhim that all ritual-
ism was mockery. This he .renounced boldly with all the .vehe-
mencs of 'his soul,by "the sentire rejection of all ceremonial,
the .total disbelisf in the .powsr of the.Pops,prisst or elder
to give a ransom for the.soul of another". He said,'"the .world
will become .wsary and disgusted with shams and shadows",and
"Love will take .the .place of fasi,penanoe, long prayers,and
heathenish sacrifices; ‘altar,church,prisst, and ritual will
pass away; ‘but the human heart will be the holy of holies,whsr
worship will still be performsd,not in set forms,and on partic-
ular occasions,but daily and hourly,a worship mest and accept-|
able to Him who is not ascsived by pomp of outward ceremonial,
and who loves mercy better than sacrifice’. -

His sharpest and most virile renunciation of dead forms
is sean in "Our Master" and "The .Vision of Echard”.

"Our Friend,our Brother,and our Lord,
- What mey Thy service be?-
Yor name,ﬁor form,nor ritual word,
But simply following Thee.

We bring no ghastly holocaust,

#e pile no graven stoney’

He szrves Thee best who lovest most
His brother and Thy ouwn.

. . . . » . .

Thy litanies,sweef offices
0f love and gratitude;
Thy sacramental liturgies,
The joy of doing good.

In vein shall wavezs of incense drift
The vaulted nave around,
In vaein the minster turret Lift

the brazen weights of sound.




The heart must ring Thy Christmas.bells,’
Thy inward aelters raises

Its faith aend hope Thy canticles,

And its obedience praise!”

In"The Vision of Echard":
“Ye bow to ghastly symbols,
To c¢ross and scourge and thorn;
Ye seek his Syrien manger
Who in the neart is born.

For ¢he dead Christ,not the living,
Ye watech his empty grave,

Khose Llife alonz within you

Has power to bless and save-

0 blind ones,outward groping,
The idle quest forego;

Who listens to His inwaerd voice
Alone of Him shall kRnow.

My Gerizim and Ebal

Are - in each human soul

The still,small voice of blessing,
And Sinai's thunder-roll.

The stern behest of duty,

The doom-book open throuwn,

The heaven ye sesk,the hell ye fear,
Are with yourselves alone™".

8.His Conception of Duty Dependent Upon the Inner Light
Likewise .his conception of the Innar Lizht gave.form to]

his thought of duty. If he thought he:was directed by the.lnnsz
Light he could not be influenced to turn aside. When the voics |
within spo«e he faltered not. No human hand,no physical power
|| could induce him to change .his mind. He said:




"The one unpardonable sin
Is to deny the Word of God within".
A further expression of his thought of duty is found in
"Seea-Tlme and Harvsst':

N "It may not be our lot to wield

ﬂ The sickle in the ripened grains

i Nor ours to hear,on summer eves,

i . The reaper’s song among the sheaves.

Yet where our duty's task is wrought
In unison with God's great thought,
The near and futfure blend in one,
And whatsoe'er is willed is done”

The .Eternal Goodness, Whittier's Support
1. His Trust
By constant'"selfabasing watchfulness of silent prayer"
land unswerving obedience to the Inner Lizht Whittier came into
ébossas51on of confiding trust in God whose voice had never be-
}trayed the .confidence of his mystic disciple. Whittier becams:
Eso lixe ‘God through his association with Him- for he certainly
HWalxed with dod ~that he somehow came to feel the .warmth of.
iuod‘s heart. This led him to be affectionate toward his friendsa
’tnnaer toward the .erring,and to suffer with the unfortunate and
sorrowing. This spirit in himself he toox to be. the Spirit of
nGod. He said,"Surely uod would not permit His children to suffe
l{f 1t wers not to work out. for them the .highest good. For God
qnever does,nor suffers to be done, but that which we. would do
' if we could see the end of all events as well as hece... God's
§love is so infinitely greater than mine,that 1 cannot fear for
Lﬁis children,and when I .long to help some poor,suffaring,orring
éfﬂllow—creature,l am consoled with the:thought that His great

i heart of love.is mors moved than mine can be,and so I rest in

f,peaceV.
' This peace was gained only by continuous trust and dis-

|
l cipline;for as a lad Whittier was nervous and restless.




"The riddle of the world is understood
only by him who feels that God is good,
ds only he can’f?el who makes his love
The ladder of his faith,and climbs above
On th'rounds of his best instincts;drews-no line
Between mere human goodness and divine,
But,judging God by what in him is best, ‘
With a child's trust leans on a Father's breast,
ind hears unmoved the old creeds babble still
0f kingly power aend dread caprice of will,

Chary of blessing,prodigal of curse,

The pitiless doomsman of the universe.

Can hatred ask for love? Can Selfishness

Invite to self-denial? Is He less

Than man in kindly dealing? Can He brear

His own great law of fatherhood, forsare

And curse His children? Not for earth and heaven
Can separate tables of the law be given

¥o rule ecan bind which He himself denies,’

The truths of time are not eternal lies.

So heard I;and the chaoos round me spread

To light and order grew;and,"Lord",I said,

'Qur sins are our tormentors,worst of all

Felt in distrustful sheme that dares not call
Upon Thee as our Fother. He have set

A strange god up,but Thou remainest yet.

All that I feel of pity Thou hast known

Before I was; my best is all Tay own.

From Thy great heart of goodness mine but drew
Wishes and prayers; but Thou,0 Lord,wilt do,

In Thy own time,by ways I cannot see,

All that I feel when I am nearest Thee!'™™




2. Tendency Toward Universalism
: Dwelling upon this themse ha:.drifts almost into universal
I ism. But this is due.to a lack of considering the fresdom of
man's will,which he comes .to respesct later on after the Eterna
i Goodness gets more complete possession of him. All that he
J means to show 1s that God's love is unfailing and from His
- w standpoint,provision is made for the return of all prodigals
|
i
;
|

and wanderers. In "The Eifernal Goodness' he shows the positive
side .of goodness and professes ignorance of all else .contrary
to it.

Turned from creeds of churchmen by the voice .within he
says: .
"Who fathoms the Eternal Thought?
Who talis of scheme and plan?
The Lord is God! He needeth not
The poor device of man.

I

} I walk with bare,hushed feét the ground
o ! Ye treed with baldness shod;

f I dare not fix with mete and bound
The love and power of God.

Ye praise His justice; even such -
His pitying love [ deem:

Ye seek a kings [ fain would touch
The robe that hath no sean.

Ye see the curse which overbroods
; 4 world of pain aend loss;

i I hear our Lord's beatitudes

@ And prayer Upoﬁ the crosa.

|
1l
ﬁ At this juncture he confesses guilt and sin which bring
@ deep humiliation because of complete povarty;but he .still
trusts. :




"Yet in the maddening maze of things)
‘, And tossed by storm and flood,

| To one fixed trust my spirit clings,-
I know that God is good!

Not mine to look where €herubim
And Seraphs may not see,

But nothing can be good in Him
Which evil is in me.

The wrong that pains my soul below
[ dare not throne aboves
I know not of His haté,~ I know
His goodness and His love!
Passing over some .versas in which he .manifests perfect
“trust in the:face of the mystery of death and the frailty of
the  flesh,hs :says,
‘, "And so beside the silent sec
' I wait the muffled oar;
Ko harm from Him can come to me
~ 0On ocean or on shore.
I know not where His islands lift
Their fronded palms in air;
I only &now [ caennot drift
Beyond His love and care”.

Other sentences indicate 4 liberal view,such as,

"Love must needs be stronger far than sin", and
"The patiénce of immortal love outwearying mortal
sin”.
8.Denial of Belief in Unive}salism
But he.expressly states that he .is not a Universalist.
He speaks of God's hate of sin and says,"Thy judgments too are:
‘, right". Furtheruore,hs says,"I am not a Universalist,for I .be-




!
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|
1

liave in the possipility of a perpetual 1oss of a soul that
persistently turns away from God in the next life and in this.
But I do believe that the .divine:love and compassion follow us
in a11 worldssand that the Heavenly Father will do the best
that is possible for every creaturs that He has made: What tha
will be must be .left to His infinite wisdom and goodness.

9

i
I
|

4.The Impossibility of God Reaching the Persistent ReJecter
His view of the impossibility of God reaching the per-
sistent rejscter is seen in "The Answer”

"Sey not,thy fond,vain heart within,
The Fether's arm will still be wide,
When from these pléasant ways of sin
Thou turn'st at ewventide.

Though God be good and free be Heaven,
¥o force divine can love compely
And,though the song of sins forgiven
May sound through lowest hell.

(
1
i
!
i
I
J
|
t
i
l
1
BRIl
1 The sweet persuasion of His voice
Respects thy sanctity of will.
] He giveth day; thou hast thy choice
J To walk in darkness still; "’
i
| And one who turning from the light
Hatches his own gray 8shadow fall,
Doubting upon his path of night
i If there be day dt all!

¥o word of doom may shut thee out,
No wind of wrath may downwaerd whirl,

[ No swords of fire keep watch about
Bl )
i The open gateg of pearl;

|

|




4 tenderer light than moon or sun,
Than.song of earth e sweeter hymn,
May shine and sound forever on,
And thou be deaf and dim.

The guiding lights of love shall burn; -
But whet if,habit bound, thy feet
Shell lack the will to turn?

What if thine eye refuse to see, '
Thine ear of Heaven's free welcome fail,
And thou a willing captive be,‘

Thyself thy own dark jeil?

Oh,doom beyond the saddest guess,
As the'long years of God unrdll;
To make thy dreary selfishness
The prison of a soul!

To doubt the love that fain would breck
The fettérs frdm thy self-bound limb;
And dream that God can thee forsake

As thou forsarest Him!"

6.Period of Doubt end Final Triumph .

This simple trust seemed to flow out from his nature

and characterized his entire life until about 1853 when the.
words of Darwin and Spencer seemed to send a chill through the
whole religious atmosphere. Their materialistic impersonalism w
issuing in the claim of avolution ssemed conclusivs enough to |
cause the most trustful to shudder,becauss they failed to see “
t

|
|
" Forever round the Mercy-seat
|
|
’
|
!
E

that whatever is true of evolution is simply a description or
a method of the .carrying out of God's plan and purpose. But
this unsettled the quiet faith of Whittier anu for-a short
time he wrestled with doubt. From this,however,ha emsrges with
stronger falth and trust than ever. His doubt is shown in "The

e .




I Slaves rise up men; the olive waves,

"I do believe,and yet,iﬁ grief,

I pray for help to unbelief;

The neadful strength aside to lay
The daily cumberings of my way.

I'm sick ot heart of craft and cant,

Sick of the cerazed enthusiast’s rant,
Profession's smooth hypocracies,

And zreeds of iron,and lives of ease.

« - . - - . . . . .

Then satid I,- for I could not brook
The mute appealiﬁg of the look,~
"I[,to0,am weak,aend feith is small,
And blindness happeneth unto all’.

What thought Choraezin's scribes? Hhat faith
In Him hed Nain and Nezareth?

Of the few followers whom He led

One sold Him,- all forsook and fled”.-

Then he gives way to the faith which constitutes his
great soul.

"We lacz but open eye and ear

To find the Orient's marvels here;

The still small voice in Autumn's hush,
Yon maple wood the burning bush.

For gtill the new transcends the old,
In signs and tokzens manifolds

With roots deep-set in battle graves!

Through the harsh noises of our day
4 low,sweet prelude finds its ways

E e e T eSS e e e e e e




Through ¢louds of doubt,and creeds of fear,
A light is breaking,ccln and clear.

That song of love, now low and far,
Ere long shall swell from star to ster!
That light,the breaking of the day,which tips
The golden spired Apocalypse.
Henceforth my heart shall sigh no more
For olden time and holier shore;:
" God's love and blessing,then and there,
Are now and here and everywhere”

In "Questions of Lifz" his doubt seems even stronger
than in "The Chapel of the Hermits'".

"I am: but little more I know!

Whence came [? Whither do I go?

4 centered self,which feels and is;

A cry between the silences.

4 shadow-birth of clouds and strife
With sunshine on the hills of life;

A shaft from Nature's guiver cast

Into the Future from the Past;

Between the craedle and the shroud,

4 meteor's flight from cloud to cloud.
Of all I see,in earth and sry,-

Star, flower,becst,bird,~ what part have [?
This conscious life,~- is it the same
Khich thrills the universcl frame?

. = - - - - . - .

Do bird and blossom feel,like me,
Life's many folded mystery,-~

The wonder which it is to be?

or stand I severed and distinct,




o

But from all doubts he emsrgss with a storm-tried soul .
which has triumphed. It has been mads the pursr and brighter

for its crucible experience ana it is ready for the burnishing

W which process throughout his life keeps his soul glowing in th

sunlight of God's lovs.

6.His Song of Hope
His song of hope is expressed in,

Ji "The thht is Mother of the Day,

The Hinter of the Sprtng,

And ever upon old Decay

The greenest mosses cling.

Behind the cloud the starlight lurks,

b Through showers the sunbeams fally

For God,who loveth all His works,
Has left His hope with all”.

{ a strong foundation for complete optimism. His faith was the.

Again he says,
"Shrink not from the strife unequal!
¥ith the best is always hope,
And ever in the seguel
50d holds the right side up”

In anothar connection h3 says,

"] have notfseen,l may not see,

i My hopes for man teke form in fect,

But God will give the victory
In duz timz; in thaet faith I act”.

7.His Faith
Standinz bsasath this nope was a strong faith which gave

kind whicn saw God in His Haaven and #znew that all was well. Ir
the follominv t g8 range of his faith is expressed.




"gllis of God that is,or is to besand God is good”. i
"Nothing can of chance befall”. ‘
"§hat is dark below is light in Heaven”.

"Phe end will tell,the dear Lord ordereth all things wel

His faith was a pure,simple,childlike,everyday faith.

"We Live by Faithybut Faith is not the slave

O0f text or legend. Reason's voice and God's,
Nature's and Duty's, never are at odds.

What asks our Father of His children,save
Justice, and mercy,and humitity,

A reasonacble service of good deeds,

Pure ttvtng, tenderness of human needs,
Reverence and truth, and prayer for light to see
The Haster's footprtnts in our daily ways?

¥o knotted scourge or sackificial knife,

But the calm beauty of an ordered life

Whose very breathing is unworded pratse!-

4 life that stends as all true lives have stood,
Firm rooted in the faith that God is good”.

God's Love-
Through following the 'Inner Light",obeying the leadlngs
of the "still small voice',he was lad through an elemsntary
course of preparation for the hizhest degree. This led,through
the experiences of God's goodness,into faith, hope and trust
which in their triune beauty burst into the ineffable glory of
the knowledge of God's love. Below are some sidelights of his
experi?noe:
"Immortal love, forever full,
Forever flowing free,
Forever shared, forever whole,
A never ebbing sea!

. . . . . - . . .

The letter fails, and systems Jall
And every symbol wanes;




| that in his "The Two Angels". Ons,the tendersst,is called Pity,
; the other,the dearest,is called Love. They are .sent on a mis-
! sion to lowsst hell. They were to "Let Love drop smiles like.

|
il
i

?’mightiness and smiled a smile of cheer". Their mission accom-

The Spirit over- broodzng all
Eternal Love remains”

@ertainly no more beautiful picture could be .drawn than’

sunshine, and Pity,tears lixe. rain"..."Pity,shuddering,wept;but
Love,with faith too strong for fear,took heart from God's Al-

plished they returned and,
"Amidst the hush of wing and song the Voice Eternal spak

'Welcome,my angels' Ye have brought a holier

joy to Heaven;
Henceforth its sweetest song shall be the song of

sin forgtven""

!:

In a letter to Oliver Wendell Holmes,written in 1879,he
says,"I rsalize more and more that fame . and notoriety can avail
little in our situation; that love is the .one essential thing,
always welcoms,outliving time and change,and going with us into
the unguessed possibilities of death. There is nothing so sweet
in the old Bible as the dsclaration that "God is love".

Whittier's Attitude Toward Christ

Thus far I have not mentioned his attitude toward Christ
His wor&s,hbwever,are full of reference,sulogy,praise,honor,
reversnca,étc.,in which he makes Him the Son of God and Man. He
is immanent in the lives of men. He is the resurrected,living
Christ Who communes with men. Like Him''who went about doing
good" we are to fill the world with music and sunshine.

To him Christ was tne Savior of men. Apart from Him
there is no salvation. His power is needed for this world as
well as for the next. Beiow are some.quotations. He calls Him
"Christ of Jod,the Holy One";"Suffering Son of God";"the Lowly
and Just";"Humanity clothed in the brightness of God";'"Loved o

the Father";"When the Holy One the garments of flesh put on";
"Christ the Rock of Ages"{?Elder brother" ;''The . world 's Overcom




or';"Immortal Love';"Light Divine':"Healer";"Life :of our Life".
He found in Christ the full sufficiency for our needs.

"The healing of His seamless dress

Is by our beds .of paiﬁ; _

We touch Him in life's throng and press,
And we are whole again'.

His view of Christ saw in Him the human as well as the.
Divine. He characterizes St.Paul's 7th of Romans experience.as
his own.

"Thou,0 Elder Brother! Hho

In Thy flesh our triel enew,
Thou,Who hast been touched by these
Our most sad infirmities,

Thou alone the gulf can span

In the ducl heart of man,

And between the soul and sense
Reconcile all difference,

Change the dream of me and mine
For the truth of Thee and Thine,
And, through chaos,doubt,and strife
Interfuse Thy calm of life".

One more tnought remains which to.Whittier was a vital
force .in his life's experience. Growing out of his conception
of the Fatherhood of God there came early in life the conceptio
of the Brotherhood of Man. In this rsspect he ressmbled the 014'
Testament prophets,and all men who have helped to lift the worl
toward God. No nation has ever accomplished anything in tnis i
direction until it has recognized the sacredness of man; and no
nation has continued to exist which has lost signt of the once.
known and practiced dignity of humanity. At the close of the

|
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The ‘Brotherhood of Man {

war nhe wrote,''We have to undo the accumulated wrongs of the
centuries;to remake the manhood that slavery has well-nigh un- |
made™. His own attitude he shows in the lines following:




He saw it to be:the:Christian duty of mankind to do somel
thing worthy of a common senss religion. He wrote concerning

"Fand of want or soul of patn
Have not sOJght my door in vain;
I have kept my fealty good

To the human brotherhood”.

priesthood and ritual:

The.dignity of oné psrson as comparsd with another, and
the heinousness of the crime of the ons owning and selling the.
other,or any similar condition wnich is not limited to times of

"Not fof words and works like these,
Prigst of God, thy mission is;-

But to make earth's desart glad,

In its Eden greeﬁﬁess cladsy

And to level manhood briﬁg

Lord and peasant, serf aend kings
And Christ of God to find

In the humblest of thy kind”.

slavery he portrays in the following:

"4 Christian! Gozng,gone'

Who bids for uod's own image? for Hts grace
Which that poor victim of the market-place,
Heth in her suffering won?

My God! Can such things be?

Hast Thou not said thet whatso'er is done

Unto Thy weakest and Thy humblest one
Is even done to Thee?

In that saed victim then,

Child of Thy pitying love,I see Thee stand
Once more the jest-word of e¢ mocking band,
Bound sold,and zcourged again?”




0

Acceptable Worship and Service for God 1
Finally, he held that acceptable worship and service: !
|

for God depends upon the right relations of men.

"0 brother man! Fold to thy heart thy brother;
Where pity duwells,the peace of God is there;

To worship rightly is to love each other, _
Fach smile a hymn,cach kindly deed a prayer”.

He serves the best who loveth most
His brothers and Thy own,
" Thy litanies, sweet offices
0f love and gratitude;
Thy sgerimental liturgies
The joy of doing good.
What doth the Holy Guide fequife? ‘
No rite of pain, nor gift of blood, |
© But man @ kindly brotherhood. |
Looking, where duty is desire, E
To Him, the beautiful and good. i
For he who sings the love of man ‘
The love of God hath sung".
!
i
|
l
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Conclusion

This is in some degres tne portrait of tae man who
seemed to live for God and others; who never envied those
whose attainments were higher than his. His joy was in doing
what he could and bsing pure and good. He said,"If ever I feel:
like envying anyone it is not the famous author but some .soul
much like Jasus? For this he lived, and in the peace which it
brought him he disd. His last utterance was characteristic of |
him when he said falteringly,'Lovs - to ~ the - world".

During the last moments of his life some of his rela-
tives who stood around his bed recited his poem,"At Last".

!
\
t
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MHhen on mny day of life the nLght is falltng,
And, ‘in the winds from unsunned places blown,
I hear voices out of dariness calling

My feet to paths unknown,

Thou Hho hast made my home of life so pleasant
Leave not its tenant when its walls decay:

0 Love Divine, 0 Helper ever present,

Be Thou my strength and stay!

Be near me when all else is from me drzfttng,
bartn,sey,nomes,ptctures days of shade and shtne,
And eLndly faces to my own upltfttna

The love which answers mine.

I have but Thee,my Father! Let Thy Spirit
Be with me then to confort and upholds

o gate of pearl, no branch of palm I merit,
Nor street of shtntng gold.

Suffice it if- my good and ill unreckoned,
And both forgiven through Thy abounding grace
[ find myself by hands familiar beckoned
Unto my fitting place.

]
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} There, from the music round about me stealing,

! I faLn would learn the new and holy song,

| And find at last, beneath Thy trees of healing
B The Life for which I long”
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The .Congregationalist, December,1907.
Zion's Herald, December, 1907
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Living Age, February, 1908
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