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PKELILIN/Jg NOTE

References to the Letters themselves are to Gairdner (see Biblio-

graphy) and are given by letter number, thus "P.L. 336".

All other references are given by author and page. References to

Traill are all in volume 2.

Modernized spelling is used unless otherwise indicated. In

Ai'>jendix III samples of letters in the original spelling are given.



m

0



THF. LIFE OF A FIFTEENTH CENTUF-Y ENGLISH

Gi^IL£..O^Jili AS SEEH IN THL PASTOI] LETTERS

A. HISTORY AND VARIOUS EFITIONS OF THE LETTERS

No contemiX)rary sources of historical iniormation are more reveal-

ing than letters, and for literary productions are more natijral, unstudied,

and xively. The Paston Letters "form a kind of magic ndrror in which we iray

(1)
oehold the complex life of the fifteenth century," For three generations

the family of the Fastens of Norfolk preserved their correspondence, v.ritten

by themselves and a few friends, which throw valuable light Ui on their

family life, their ambitious struggles to acquire and retain property, and

their connections vith affairs of national interest.

Some of these letters were first published in 1787 by John Fenn, an

antiquarian of some note, into whose hands they had come through rather

devious but well authenticated channels from the last member of the family,

Iiilliam Paston, second Earl of Yarmouth. The original of this selection ?.ere

then presented to King George III. These letters were lost for some time but

subsequently rediscovered. Later Fenn, v-ho had been knighted in recognition

of the value of his vork, brought out two other volumes, and left a fifth to

be i^uDlisned after nis death in 1B23. Fenn's transcript, in modernized

spelling, was "a model of care and accuracy."

But the discovery of numerous additional letters, the advance in

facilities and methods of historical criticism, led to a complete re-study

and re-publication of the letters by Dr. James Gairdner, in 187?.-5. f^ter

editions by Gairdner ap^^^ared in 1896 and 1901, and the final definitive

(1) Greenwood vii

(<;) Gairdner, Introdxiii
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edition in 1904. Gairdner's Introduction is in itself a very valuable study

of tne letters and their revelation of fifteenth century life.

Selections from the letters as transcribed by Fenn were brought

out by Alice Drayton Greenwood in 19£0. "The Pastons and Their England" by

Henry S. Bennett, a voluioe in "Cambridge Studies in Medieval Life and Thought"

appeared in 19<i2, This presents in "systematised form, the information the

correspondence gives us concerning everyday life in fifteenth century

(1)

England." Tne letters are also published in two- volume form in Everyman's

Library, edited by Its. Archer-Hind from Fenn's edition. Pre'cis only are

given of the less important letters.

(2)

The original are now, most of them, in the British r>\iseum, but

some €ire to be seen at Oxford in the Bodleian Library and at fegdalen

College. A few still remain (19£2) in private hands,

B. ^^URfOSE OF THIS STUDY

Historians in general have been quick to use the j-aston Letters

as a reservoir of information on political, constitutional, and social

history. On a *voman, ho. ever, the letters make a striking impression of

the rather unusual importance of women of that day in business as well

as private affairs.

It is a fascinating and illuminating study to trace their large

contribution to the rapid and steady gromiih of the prosperity and pre&tige

of the Pastons, and to learn tnrough them of the multifarious duties and

interests of the gentlewoman of five centuries ago.

(1) Bennett ix
(z) Bennett, p. 264





C. Tiffi PASTON FAMILY

I. COmNSLD HISTOaY.

The letters reveal the earlier history of a fanaly \,hich rose in a

few generations from the condition of "good plain husband" (men) to the rank

(1)

of Earls. The first yeoinan had a son V,illiam, v^ho was justice of the

CoEJDon Pleas, His son John, bred a lavvyer, extended his father's acquisi-

tions of proi-ierty. Tiiis man's tv/o eldest sons strangely enough v^ere like-

wise called John and are in this stiidy distinguished as John {Z) and John

(5). Both *ere soldiers and each in iiis time was Knighted. Next came Sir

V7illiam Paston, and eminent counsellor-at-law, ?vhoEe son Clement becane a

great naval commfc.nder under Ifenry VII, and built a fine family seat at

Oxnead. His nephew. Sir William (2), was knottn for many deeds of munificence,

including the founding of the Grammer School at North V.alsham, Norfolk. The

line descended through Christopher to Sir Edmund and Sir William, Baronets,

and tnen to Sir Robert, who in tJie reign of Charles II v,as created Vi^lfbunt

and afterward Earl of Yarmouth, and was prominent in Parliament and in high

favor at Court, Vi'illiam, the second Earl, carried a natural daughter of

Charles II, This alliance overtaxed his means, and having survived all of

his male issue, he died in 1752. when his title became extinct and his

estate was sold to pay his debts. Such v-as^the rise of an ambitious family

ready to take advantage of the conditions of the transition period from

laedieval to moaern times.

It is by the earlier generations of the Fastens that the letters

were written, auring the reigns of Henry VI (14<;2-1461) , Ed.v.ard IV (1461-

1483), Edward V (1483), Ricnard III (1483-1485) and Henry VII (1485-1509).

(5)

The earliest manuscript was dated 1424, and the latest, 1506,

(1) Gairdner, Introd xix - xxi

W) P.L. 1

(3) P.L, 953
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II. Origin - Clement Paston . died 1419

(1)

Cleiiient Paston of Fasten, near the coast of Norfolk, worked at

one i-lough winter and summer, rode back to mill \,ith his corn, and drove

his ovm cart to meirket. He had several acres of land in Paston, and held

bond-land in the nHnor of GeByngham, His decendants later repudiated the

idea that he y.as a villein. riis v.ife, Beatrice, vias a sister of Geoffrey

of Somerton, a serf, -vho had become a pardoner and "gathered nany pence and

half-pence". Clenient thriftily increased his holdings to about six score

acres before lie died in l4l9,

III. GRQi^'ING IL3^0RTANCE - - ILLIAM P.A.STON - 1578-1444

His son, V.illiam, he set to school, borrowing money to keep him

there, and later v^ith the help of his brother-in-law Geoffrey, sent him to

court, -..here he learned the lav*, and "begat much good, then he was ma.de a

(5)
sergeant and afterwards a justice, and a right cunning man in law."

feilliam was a student at one of tne Inns of Court in London^ and rose

Tc^pidly, "oeing made a justice of the Common Pleas in 1429. Bs was appointed

steward to the Bishop of Norwich, and was soon the trusted adviser of

moneyed families of the district. The law v^as sji especially well-chosen

profession for an ambitious man, for the conditions of the society of the

time made great demands on lawyers and justices.

Justice Paston lost no chsnce to improve his position, and set his

heart on founding a family in his native place. He extended the family

holdings until he was the chief landovmer in Paston, and became an esquire.

This made it possible for him to ms.rry into a gentleman »s family, and he

chose for his ?fife Agnes, the daughter and heiress of Harlingbiuy Hall in

Hertfordshire. By this marriage he acquired several more manors, most of

(1) Benft»^. i,and Traill, p. 391
2) Bennett, pp. 1 and Z

5) Traill, p.59£.
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them nearby, including Gresham, and Oxnead, v;hich later became the favorite

family seat. In spite of jealous neighbors, both he. and his wife after his

death succeeded in holding these properties, though not without fierce

struggles. He became very wealthy for the times, in gold as ivell as in

land. Not only was he too strong to quarrel with; he grew in esteem and

(1)

favor, and died in 1444 greatly respected and honored,

IV. STRUGGLE FOR FQRTUIffi - JOHN PASTOH (1) 14^0-1446

Before the Judge died, he took pains to see his son John so

married as to strengthen the family position. John Paston married B/largaret,

daughter and heiress of John Jlauteby, Norfolk, and by so doing acquired the

manors of Niauteby, Sparham, and others.

This young man^upon his father's death, found himself confronted

with a great stri^ggle to control and keep intact the family possessions, and

to uphold the newly gained family position as County fegnates. To do this

he had to make use of all the means available to ambitious gentlemen at

that period; "by the law, by the influence of patrons, by favorable

marriages, and by placing their childreii in the houses of great landowners,

(2)
or of tne nobility."

Justice William had warned his sons "that vhosever should dwell at

(3)
Paston should have need to know how to defend himself." John seems to

have studied at Trinity Hall and Peterhouse, Cambridge, and spent much time

(4)

at the Inner Temple.

The attacks on him soon began. The parson pulled up the "doles" (5i)

for the nev< ro&d..ay across Paston, and the right of the ^vidow, Agnes, to
(6)

Qjcnead was disputed vigorously. Lord Ivlolynes ./as persuaded to assert

claim to Gresham and took possession, backed by Heydon and Tuddenham, tools

(1) P.L. 47 (3) P.L. 46 (6) P.L. 46
(2) Bennett p. 4. (4) Bennett p. 105 (6) P.L. 66
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of the Duke of Siiffolk. John Paston got •."illiam V.ayneflete, Bishop of

Winchester, to act as his friend. Molynes's retainers held Gresham as if

(1)

under siege. Fasten traveled to Salisbury and elserhere to speak .vith

L'olynes. V hile he ivas absent in London, ?<fe.rgaret ,his .vife, established at

Gresham, found that Molynes had sent an armed force a thousand strong to

turn out the Fastens. Protected by but t*'elve persons, she was easily

driven out and the house destroyed, as John complained in his petition to

the King. After various delays Jolin gained possession of Gresham and

determined to bring action against Lord Itolynes. But the strength of the

latter 's influence in court, Paston was warned, v.ould make it impossible

(5)

to get a jiuy to bring verdict against him. However, Molynes later seems

to have withdrassn his claim and stood ready to make good the damage done at

Gresliam.

This episode well illustrates the characteristic difficulties to

be met by landholders in the middle of the fifteenth century. The custom

of "livery and maintenance" gave a landholder power to equip as large a

retinue as he could sifford, not only of his own tenants, but also of hired

ruffians. The unlawful acts of such bands often amounted to private v.ar.

Such lawless violence was often combined vith legal chicanery and corruption,

(4)
and lawyers and jurymen likewise v. ere in the pay of the laii'breakers . "We

find the Duke of Norfolk appointing his men to be justices and sheriffs,

em^janelling nis tenants on juries, exercising notorious and horrible intimi-

dation over the courts of law, forcibly rescuing a murderer, buying up

wrongful disseisins, besieging Gaister Castle with three thousand men on a

private qujc^rel, sending 'his menial servants' to i^arliament . No v,onder

that to Paston in Norfolk the secret of success in life seemed to lie in

(1) P.L. 67. (3) P.L. 155 and 164.

(2) P.L. 77. (4) Trevelyan,p. 259.





securing such a great lord's favor; 'get ycu lordshii:, for thereon hang all

the lav- and tue i-Tophers. ' V>hen the Star Chamber made it its object 'to

(1)

bridle such stout noblemen' it cane none too soon for the general welfare."

John Paston's prestige v:as heightened by his victory over I'.oljnes,

and he was advised to maAe an effort to be returned to Parliament. Ite led

opj^osition to tne terrorism of a band of ruffians, and was set u^^on in

(3)

Norwick Cathedral by the gang. Paston served the County r.ell, prooably

i-artly oecause he realized that the interests of tiie County and his ov-n

(4)

*ere identical.

Soon his zeal and ability attracted just such a man as his ambi-

tions needed. Sir Jonn Fastolf , ^jernaps a distant kinsnan, had come into

prominence as a soldier both in Ireland and in France during the later

(5)

campaigns of tne Hundred Years V^ar. On retiring to England he added to

his fortunes by snipping barley and. malt to the continent. After settling

in Norf v.lk, he founa himself turning to John Paston for advice and knowledge

of local affairs. John made himself indispensable to Fastolf, who was

(6)

erecting a stately castle at Caister. As Fastolf 's death drew near he

(7)
ordered a clause inserted in nis vdll which made John Paston his heir.

Fastolf 's death made John Paston one of the wealthiest men in

Norfolk. But he had also become an object of envy. At once he was in-

volved in legal difficulties in taking over the property. Lfeny claimants,

including the Duke of Fxeter and the Diike of Norfolk, tried to assert their

rights to portions of Fastolf 's prop-erty. At last, however, the estate v.as

given to be adndnistered by tne two executors, Paston and Sir Thomas Howes.

Paston's nev: importance led to nis election s.s Knight of the Shire and

(a)
again v.nen Edward IV became King he was returned to Parliament.

(1) Traill, 51£ and 515 (4) Bennett, p. 9. (7) P.L. 553.
(£) P.L. 115 (6) Everyman, p. 141 (8) P.L. ^-55

(5) P.L. 179 and. 142 and 597

(6) P.L. 185, 186
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To kold his newly acquired possessions was going to mean a long,

jiard stmggle. The Duke of Norfolk seized Caister Castle, but tkrough the

King's favor it was restored to Paston,

A great ijatron was still the family's need. Paston got his

eldest son John (£) knighted. For Sir John, as he now became, a place in

the King's household was found, in the hope that he might make friends of

young noblemen there. The Duke of Norfolk had died, and v;as succeeded by

his son, in whose household John (l) obtained a place for his second son,

John (3) who signed hiitself "John Paston, Esq."

But opposition could not be avoided,' his co-executors in

Fastolf 's will turned against him and tried to get possession of soire of

the manors. Paston' S eneiries v.ere strong, and the "struggle went on, now

in tne Lianor courts, now at Norwich, and now in the King's Courts at

(1) ('<)

Westminster," Twice Paston was thrown into the Fleet Prison. Yet his

presence -.^as almost equally essential in the lilanor courts of Norfolk and

in tne Church Courts at London. For long periods of time his affairs had

to be left to tne care of his wife and sons.

A more formidable eneny, the Duke of Suffolk, lay claim to the

Inancr of Drayton, v;hile Yelverton atten^ited to wrest av/ay the lienor of

Cotton. One high-handed action succeeded another, and at last the Duke's

men attacked the Pastons* house at Hellesdon, took it, and wrecked and

(3)

pillaged it. No v.onder that John Paston vas worn out with his

exertions, and died in 1466, in his forty-sixth year. He was buried with
(4)

great magnificence in Bromholm Abbey in Norfolk.

V. MAINTENANCE OF POl^^ - SIR JOHN (2) 1441-1479

(5)
"Sir- John (2) was a man of very different calibre from his father"

(1) Bennett, p. 14 (4) P.L. 549

(2) P.L. 421, 491-4 (5) Bennett, p.

8

(3) P.L. 534
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He was known to his friends "as the best chooser of a gentlev/oman, " and v/as

much more of a courtier than a lawyer. Similar attacks on his property :vere

made, and his various manors threatened. His mother v^isely advised him
(1)

"not to be too hasty to be married till you v-ere more sure of your livelode"

(lands and rent from which an income ?/as derived). As a natter of fact,

though he v:as involved in various love-affairs, he never did marry.

Fifteen months after John (l) Paston's death, the lengthy law suit

over Fastolf 's property came to an end. Sir John and Bishop ^'ayneflete, now

acting as sole executors, agreed that Sir John should surrender the title

deeds of all property except Caister. But the usual sad result of such

litigation obtained: by the "aisputes the property has been much

(3)

^asted .

"

Though Sir John had had to give up much, he still had Caister, the

magnificent castle. But he was not left in peaceful possession long. The

co-ejk.ecutors of Fastolf 's will, who had been such bitter enemies of John (l)

Paston, declared the will false, and took steps for the sale of Caister to

the Duke of Norfolk. Sir John began to collect a garrison at Caister and

(4) (5)
sought aid of his friends at court. He was summoned to V^estminster and

left his brother John Paston, Esquire, (3) in command. Norfolk besieged the

(6)

i-lace nith 3U00 men. John (o) and his scanty garrison put up a brave

resistance. John {k) in London failed to realize the urgency of the situa-

tion, and the garrison had to yield, but i-.as alloT.'ed to depart unharmed,

without its v.eapons. Caister was gone again.

Sir John (£) seems to have been careless in business affairs, and

at this time the family vvere often in great distress for lack of money.

Margaret was constantly being urged by her son to raise money by loans or

(1) P.L. 601 (4) P.L. 589, 591
(£) Bennett p. 18 (5) P.L. 599

(3) P.L. 645 (6) P.L. 616
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sales of lands and is continually unable to get more than a few pounds.

John (3) was equally hard pressed. No wonder they remonstrated with Sir

(1)

John for his pursuit of pleasure in London, when he wrote about the

(?)

delights of a tournament.

Then Sir John (<) set himself in earnest to v.in back v.hat he

(4)

should never nave lost. He sold some land, sold his woods at Sporle, and

>>awned some of the family plate. His mother was forced to declare that

if he sold any more lands she would subtract double their value from what

(6)

he might inherit from her. So it .vent on month after month, and year

after year.

"Yet weak and careless as he was in most matters, John v^&s always

deeply anxious to > in back Caister. All appeals to the Duke sere fruitless

At length the Luke suddenly died. Sir John ( ) for once acted wisely and

promptly, and sent a messenger to Caister to assert his claims. The

Duchess of Ilorfolk vras less hostile than her husband.

"At length, in i'ay, 1476 , the matter u-as broughtbefore the King'

(I)

Ouncil, and all present held his claim to be good I'

After seven long years he could vvTite to his mother "Blessed be
(B)

God, I have Caister at ny will,"

Sir John had difficulties over Hellesdon and Drayton (v.ith the

Duke of Suffolk,) which were still unsettled vrhen he died in 1479.

. JOHN PAoTON, ESQUIKE (3) (died in lo03)

John (3) like Sir John (<:) was a soldier and sav/ service in

France. Under his management, the chaotic affairs of the family were grad-

ually straightened out. He maintained his o?m claims successfully against

(1) P.L. 573 (4) P.L. 635 (7) Bennett, p. £6
(2) P.L. 571 (5) P.L. 644 8c 649 (8) ?.L. 779
(5) P.L. 6.54 (6) i^.L. 694
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the encroachments of his uncle, ' illiam Berney. "John was too able and too

trustworthy a man to be ignored in the stirring days \,hen Henry VII had

newly gained the throne, and we may fitly take our leave of this chequered

family on the day he became Sherrif of Norfolk, 'right well beloved coun-

(1)

cillor of the ia.rl of Oxford, ' and destined to be later knighted for

(^)

distinguished service at tne battle of Stoke,"

D. REPr-EcEUTATr.!!, PaSTON Oim

I. AGMLS PASTON . ^IF£ OF oIK ^.ILLIALI. died in 1479.

Justice V.illiam shrewdly allied himself with the daughter and co-

heiress of a landed gentleman, Agnes Berry. Not only did marriage with her

bring iiim valuable property, and consolidate nis position as a county gentle-

man, , but also gave him a true partner in his ambitious, shi^ewd, cool, and

determined ife. She *as skilled in legal terms, competent in estate
(a) (4)

management, and interested in current affairs of the nation. She v?as

(5)

devoted to the interests of her children. Yet she was not above following

(6)

tne customs of the iige in treating her daughter Elizabeth cruelly. Doubt-

less her tongue could oe bitter and her nana heavy. But, dour as she was,

and vigorous in upholding her own ri__^hts against infringement of them even

by her son, she could end a letter to him in what was for the time, a con-

(7)

siderable expression of affection,

II, ;.AKGAPi:T PASTON. '..IFii: OF JOHN PASTON (l) . married before 1440, died 1484.

Margaret Paston, daugnter and heiress of John ffeuteby, a neighbor-

ing squire, .as the v.ife selected for John Paston by his shrewd father and

mother. Brought together with a frankly business purpose, the two young

people nad little choice in tne matter. Yet,as i'lgnes writes her husband,

"She made him gentle cheer in gentle wise," and the marriage certainly must

nave been, as the constant interchange of letter -shovrsj, reasonably hfippy

(1) P.L, o'67, QdZ (4) P.L. 46 (7) P,L. 312
{k) P.L. Introd. (5) P,L. Id3

ccclvii (6) P.L. 71





and successful. J/'uch sincere afiection breathes through the stilted phra.ses

of both husband and wife.

"1^ heart is no great ease, nor nought shsli be, until I weet that

(1)

ye be very whole," wrote Vargaret on hearing of his illness.

John, rritir^ to "mine o\:n dear sovereign lady" a year or so befoi-e

his death, ends nis letter playfully Viith verses, apologising for having

"picked your male (trunk) and taken out pieces five."

lii^rgaret brought her husband the rich lands of the manor of tauteby,

For t?renty-six years sne was his devoted helpmate, always aiding and up-

holding him in his constant pursuit of prosperity. At first after his

marriage, it '-as his mother v. ho ¥.rote him on estate business. But soon

Largaret herself v/as the correspondent. By 1446 she was managing all his

home affairs for him, reporting on disputed rents, selling barley, dealing
(5)

with refractory tenants, and reporting gossip about the King's Ministers.

FroiL then on until his death she ccted his confident, chief estate

agent, and trusted counsellor, v^ith tireless devotion. Often she bore the

brunt of tne discomfort caused by his attempts to acquii'e and hold land,

When letx-ers could not determine business, then she v.ent to visit him in

(4)

London. hhen her husband died she devoted herself to the >. elfare of her

sons.

Through all the years .vhen Sir John (k) was endeavoring to secure

Caister, she continued to cairy on her multifarious duties with vigor and

decision, Hov; varied and exacting her responsibilities v^ere v^ill appear in

the course of tnis study, for the great majority of V.omen's letters in the

collection were writcen by iiargaret.

(1) P.L. 36.

(E) P.L. 5?:8

(3) P.L. t>6.

(4) P.L. 528.





III. MARGERT PASTON, v IFE OF JCPN (3), married in 1477 and died in 1495.

Sir John (<;), Knight, although he ^ as decidedly susceptible to

feminine cnarms, and was bethrothed to f/iistress Anne Haute for a long time,

never married.

His brother, John (o) Esquire, was most assiduous in his quest

for a suitable marriage; that is, of course, one v-ith pecuniary advantages.

(1)

The letters bear record of venture after ventxire of his often vrith his

brother. Sir John, as negotiator. But at last he discovered that love as

veil as money iright go to the making of ms.rriage. He heard through friends

of iiargery Brews, daughter of Sir Thomas and Dame Elizabeth Brevvs. The

story of their courtship will be given later. They were married in less

than a year, i^argery, before many years had passed, v.as writing to her

(2)

husband with a charming mixt\ire of affection and prudence, reporting to

him the depredations of his enemies on his manors, and offering sage

counsel in his affairs. Evidently she was worthily following the tradition

of the Paston *ives as partners in their husbands 'advancement.

E. THE LIFE OF A FIFTEENTH CENTUF.Y GffNTm-QLAN

For the nen of the period life ras exciting and strenuous, full

of challen,^e. The Fasten Letters reveal that it v.as scarely less so for

the T/onien of the tiire. This study aims to present some of the more interest-

ing phases in the every day life of a fifteenth century gentlewonan

,

I. BETROTHAL AND ilARRlAGE

I. BETROTHAL

As must already have appeared evident, among people ;;ho set such

store by property as did the Fastens, marriage was sure to be very much of a

business transaction. The modern reader grows heartily weary of the endless

insistence on money and property in the discussion of marriage matters.

(1) P.L. 573, 637, 739, 747, 749, &c
(2) P.L. 865, 866, d81, 838, 907.
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For the ten years between 1449 and 1459 "There are continuous

references to the negociations for the hand of John (l) Paston's sister

(1)

Elizabeth." One suitor after another pretjents hiiriself or is sought 'qy the

family. According to the girl's mother, Flizabeth vtas in one case "never so

in
wil-ing to none as she is to nim"j "if it be so that his land stand clear."

That, in the e es of the family, v.as the one essential. But there is another

(5)

letter of tne same date i^ritten oy Flizabeth Clere, the girl's cousin,

which comes nearer the truth. It tells how the hard determined mother, Agnes

Paston, kept FJ-iaabeth shut up so tnat she coiild speak to no man nor even to

tne servants. "She was never in so great sorrovr as she is nowadays," and no

wonder, for "she hath since Easter the most part been beaten once in tiie

»eek or twice, and sometimes twice in a day, and her head broken in two or

three places." Happily this wooer \:a.s unsuccessful. So were several others,

until, as i'argaret writes ner nusband, "it seemeth by iry mother's language

(4)

that slie v.ould never so fain be delivered of her as she will now." At

length, after her brother William had impatiently written, "At the reverence

(5)
of God, dra?; to some conclusion j it is time," their persistence bore

fruit. Elizabeth was married to Robert Poynings. Iter first letter to her

mother after her marriage is rather enigmatic: "As for rrester, ny best-

beloved that you call, and I must needs call him so no-vr, for I find no

other cause, and as I trust to Jesu, none shall j for he is full kind to me,

(6)
and is as busy as he can be to make me stire of my jointure."

The importance of betrothal as legally binding ms-y be seen in

Sir John's engagement to Anne I^ute. Except in the beginning, the affair

seeUiS to have been marked by little love on either side, and yet it v.as

necessary for the friends of both to use their influence to end the con-

nection. At last, by a costly appeal to the Church, the matter was termi-

nated.

(1) Bennett, p. 29. (4) P. L. 185.

(2) ?. L. 70. (5) P.L.gie.
(3) P.L. 71. (6) P.L. 322.
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The Efixriage of John Paston, the youngest, v*as a happier alliance.

As has been shov-Ti, he actually found himself in love at last when he met

Margery Brews. Elizabeth, KSargery's mother, vas on liis side from the first.

Early in February she wrote "Friday is Saint Valentine's Day,and every bird

chooseth him a mate," and invited him to come Thursday and remain until

(1)
Monday so as to discuss business details \;ith her husband. Although John

had promised not to speak to Margery until matters vere settled, evidently

there ;ias some interchange of "fair speeciiless messages," and after he had

departed she wrote to him, calling him "ny right well-beloved Valentine,"

(^)

and ;.as "fiill sorry" that her father made any financial difficulties. Not

quite satisfied, apparently, with his reply, she soon wrote again in a most

moving appeal: "?iherefore if ye could be content v.ith that good and my poor

person, I would be the merriest maiden on ground; and if ye think not your-

self satisfied good, true, and loving Valentine, that ye take no such

labor u./on you as to come more for that matter, but let it pass, and never

(3)

be spoken of cS I may be yoiir true lover and bede woman during my life.

But Jonn was thoroughly in earnest. He net all objections of her

family and his with zeal and adroitness, and thoiigh there v.ere many diffi-

culties, they v.ere all surmounted, and he v.on his bride, probably late in

August. That the match v*as a happy one their later letters make quite clear.

One instance of marrying for love alone freshens the atmosphere

of bargaining that hangs over the medieval marriage as shown in the letters.

ifergery, the youngest daughter of Aiargaret, was destined by her mother and

brothers for an advantageous match. "Suddenly Sir John (2) was startled by

(4)

ne,.s that she had pledged herself to Richard Calle, his chief bailiff]"

His surprise and anger v.ere sMred by his brother, John (3), who wrote

(1) P.L. 782 (.3) P.L. 784

ik) P.L. 785 (4) Bennett p.42
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"be, Calle, should never have ny good will for to make n^r sister sell candle
(1)

sjad mustard in Franlinghain. " A perfect storm of rage broke over poor Margery's

bead. Her brothers and her mother were violently angry, and her friends

hostile. There is a letter of tender and sorrov.ful love from PjLcha.rd Calle

(2)

to targery, Desc;eching her to announce their betrothal openly. The fact

that the letter remains in tne correspondence, hov.ever, is a pretty good

proof that llargaret never received the pathetic appeal, or she v."0uld have

burned it as her lover begged her. Yet their devotion held firm through

o^-position ana separation. One favorable circumstance v>as the fact that they

were really betrothed, which was then held absolutely binding. But when

Margery made this plain, her troubles were not yet over. The fandly laid the

matter before the Bishop of Norwich, in an effort to have the betrothal

annulled. He sent forly^oth Calle and Margery and examined them separately.

He put before iisargery all the drawbacks, "v.hat rebuke, shame, and loss should

be to her if sne were not guided," by her friends, and then inoiiired care-

fully just "the words she had used to him, whether it made matrimony or not,"

iijargery "said boldly that she would make it surer ere she went thence, for

she said she thoi:ight in her conscience she was bound v/hatsoever the words

(3)
were," Calle 's testimony confirmed ivhat she had said, and the Bishop

reserved his judgment until the week after I/achaeliLas, Her mother sent orders

by her chaplain, James Gloys, who had been hostile to Margery all along, that

the girl could not retiirn under h^r roof. So Margery had to go to a lodging

in Norwich which the Bishop found for her. The Bishop could not but decide

that the betrothal really existed, Ifeirgery and Calle mur.t have been married

in a fe^ montns, Calle 's stevardshii. of the Paston lands ha.d been honorable

and efficient, and he remained in the service of the family, but stsems to

have never been recognized as one of its nembers,

(X) P.L, 607

iZ) ?.L. 609
(o) ?.L. 517












































































































































