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CHAPTER II 

lliE SETTING - MASSAChuSETTS 

The school is an institution of major social significance; 

\ it is the unique expression of the community which it serves. 

I fuat a school may became in terms of size, organization, and pro-

gram is determined by factors of environment: geographi cal loca­

tion, social components of population, industrial activity, and 

a resulting economic status. The school is the outgrowth of lo-

cal conditions existing and changing over periods of time; some 

of them have contributed to growth while others have handicapped 

a normal development. 

Guidance service in education is founde d upon a psychology 

I of individual differences. What is valid for the pupil is equal-

ly valid for the community; the application of the same philoso-

1 phy is not only practicable but necessary when approaching the 

I school unit for an appraisal of its services. Only when the po­

l litical, social and economic aspects of the environment have 

I been reduced to characteristic elements can the measurement, in-
1 

1 terpretation and appraisal of the effectiveness of the school 

1 program be made -vvi th understanding and discrimination. 

Some Factual Data 

'l"he counties.-- Massachusetts is divided into fourteen 

1 counties for purposes of political aruainistration as represented 

_I 

in M:ap I. Educationally, the county unit is of little signifi­
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largest in area with Berkshire and lv1iddlesex counties next in 

size. 'lb.e highest valuation is found in Suffolk county which in-

eludes the densely populated region of metropolitan Boston. Mid-

dlesex county ranks second in valuation and in population. Barn ­

stable, · Berkshire, Franklin and Hampshire counties are rural 

sections. Dukes and Nantucket counties possess the characteris-

tics of island units. Other counties appear to be average in re- 1 

I 
I 

spect to the data represented. 

A ranking of counties by population and by valuation will 

suggest the areas where problems in school administration may 

arise.Y 

!Table 2. Counties of Massachusetts in Order of Size of P opu­
lation with the Largest Camnunity. 

I County Population Largest P opulation 
Community 

: (1) ( 2} ( 3) (4) 

i l. Middlesex 958,855 Cambridge 118,075 
I 2.Suffolk 912,706 Boston 817;713 
I 3.Essex 504,483 Lynn 100,909 

4. Worcester 495,562 Worcester 190,471 
5. Bristol 366,465 Fall River 117,414 
.6 . Hampden 333;495 Springfield 149,642 
7.Norfolk 320,826 Quincy 76,909 
8.Plymouth 166,329 Brockton 62,407 

I 9.Berkshire 121,099 Pittsfield 47,516 
lO. Hampshire 74,205 Northampton 24,525 
11 • . Franklin 51,043 Greenfield 15,903 

' 12. Barnstable 36,647 Barnstable 8,037 
I 13.Dukes 5,700 Tisbury 1,822 

14. Nantucket 3,495 Nantucket 3,495 
I I / 

The counties of Middlesex and Suffolk are approaching a 

Ylbid ( Appendix I ) 

I 
I 
I 

I 
' 

I 
I 
I 
' 
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education and training for the children for whom they are held 
-

responsible. School costs are directly related to school popu-

lation. 

School enrollment.-- Records of attendance in school sys­

tems may be used as a measure of this responsibility. Variabil- 1 

I ity in this factor has many implications which will directly 

affect the establishment and administration of satisfactory 

school programs. The distribution of pupil popu lation indicates 

the nature and s...,cope of the problem. Y I 

Table 7. Population in School Systems in Massachusetts by 
Counties. 

I 

1 Counties Sch ool Systems- Pupil-Population in 100's 

I Less 1 5 10 30 50 More 
than to to to to to than 
1 5 10 30 50 100 100 

(1) ( 2) 131 .. (4J ( 5) ( 6) {7) (8) 

I 1. Barnstable 3 7 3 2 0 0 0 I 

I 2. Berkshire 15 9 4 2 1 1 0 
I 3. Bristol 0 4 6 6 1 1 2 

I 4. Dukes 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 
5. Essex 0 16 1 8 5 2 2 ! 
6. Franklin 8 13 2 3 0 0 0 I 

' 7. Hampden 5 6 4 4 1 2 1 I 
8. Hampshire 10 5 3 4 1 0 0 

I 9. Middlesex 3 13 10 13 5 5 5 
10. Nantucket 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
11. Norfolk 0 7 8 7 4 1 1 
12. Plymouth 1 13 4 8 0 0 1 
13. Suffolk 0 0 0 0 1 2 1 
14. Worcester 5 25 15 13 1 1 1 

Totals 54 121 61 70 20 15 13 
I I 
I I 

y' Ibid Appendix III 
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There are 28 school systems in Massachusetts that must care . 

for more than 5,000 pupils while 20 other departments will liandle 

from 3,000 to 5,000 students. Seventy systems educate from 1,000 

to 3,000 children. Among the small towns, 61 of them have 

! school populations between 500 and 1,000; more than 175 systems 

enroll fewer than 500 pupils, 54 of them registering less than 

1 100 children. To provide adequate education for so divergent 

a population is a complex problem. Each child shall receive his 

optimum of educational opportunity; such is the philosophy of ed­

ucation in a democracy. Despite the difficulties that arise 

from a changing social order, this responsibility is to be met. ' 

School organization.-- The concern with which school offi- , 

cials are facing the educational problems involved in the modi­

fication and extension of the progr&a of the secondary school 

that it may meet the needs of the newly enrolled elements in its 

student population is widespread. Legislative action has raised 

the compulsory age and a confused econamic period has made the 

employment of youth undesirable. Thousands of boys and girls 

are continuing in school, hopefully expectant as to the advan-

tages to be gained by their attendance in a secondary school. 

Use of the term " secondary '' implies a sequence in levels 

of education. The elementary period stresses the acquisition or 

fundamental skills preliminary to their application in the high- ' 

er school. In conjunction with other contemporary institutions, 

the secondary school is striving to serve the purpos es of a dem-

ocracy, keeping its objectives flexible and functioUJing accord-
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