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The Problem of Suffcring in Dedtero-~ Issich.

The great prophet of the exile might well
be called the prophet ‘of comfort and inspiration.
Hig timely message was celculated to give courage

and hope to a distressed people. This was the precise
messas~ they noeded, as we can gsather from various
paossages, Jerusalen was evidently in ruins and the
surrounding country a desert. (44, 206; 51, 3; 52,9).
In 54;1 the city is compared to & barren woman

forsaken by her husband, and in verse 1l 1t 1is

described as " alflict~d, tossed with tcmpest, and

I =




. broken their spirits and they lived in coenstant fear.

welcone voice of the prophet of hope and encouragement

not comfort-d". Violence had beeon meted outr to

many of those in exile as we learn from 51;14 and

523;1-2. Fanine and slaughter had been the lot of many

while othcrs had beeon robbed and plundcred and

constantly cxposcd Lo the contempt and cruelty of

their mesters. (41311, 51;7-°7).

e learn Trom 438320 that the sccono of their

suffering was Babylon and according to 40327 they

1ad become despondent and BXepticsl. Suffering had

While in this apperently hopeless condition the




cries out, "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith
your God. Speak to the heart ¢f Jerusalem; and cry
unto her that her time of service is accomplished.”
An inspiring outlook is described by this prophet.
"The captive exile shall, speedily be looscad". (51;14)
!

A deliverer is %0 b~ "raised up in righteousness;!

and fgﬁggzh will b- the antithesis of the past.
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The Cause of Suffering.
The prophet is fULr¥ vonscious
£ h;s missiom to comfort th faini~hearted and
oncourage the unbelieving and " his owm unshalen
confidence in the God of Isracl as thce God of the

vhole sarih nakes hif the first of universalistie

- + [{
theolozians, but a thoologian‘madoby the heart rather

then by tho intellect!". Nevertheless, he abiributes |
the sufforing of the .people of Isreel tb thelir sin.

In 42;24 wo read thai Jchoveh gave Israel tp the

.

robbers becausc of sin and disodbedienge; 46;3 and
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44322 also support this «contention. Their is very
little evidence that tho prophet thousht his people
worthy of ahy great divine favor, bub rather the

reverse, Thgy had no merits of their ovm. Yahweh

had been burdened with their transzression and it
was for thic reason that puniscshment had been meted
out« He sympathized with them in their affliction
and his int?rest caused Him e bring deliverance to

Lthem.

Iloreover, the relation of Yahweh to Israel was

poculiar. Isracl 'was his servant (41;8) who had




- of Yahwah will compel him to bring home Hikh

been especially chosen. The bond betwecen them was as
binding as the marriage relation, 54;6,and Yahwreh

was cxpecting Isracl to be His witness and spread

'Y

abroad divine truthe.

-

Thus, while their punishment and suffé}ing

was great, it was tho result of their ovm wilful

-

Gicob~dicnce. They had sinned in spite of the fact

that Yahweh loved thom. The past dealings ol Yahwah

%ad not been apprecioted by Isracl. She had becen deaf,

b;ind, and obstinate {42;13), yet the infinite love
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scettered children(4r;1-7). Becausc of his goodness

and grace Isroaol's deliverance fromhunenviabl,

condition will be more wonderful than that from
ogypt, 47314,

Again the suffering will have a

beoneficial effect upon the alflictcd provlo. Thoy

will be purified and refinecd in the "furnacc of
affliction'; the dross of insinceriiy and sclf-will

will be purged awax'and the pconle will emerge from

the trieal it vessels for their lLastor's use. They

will, after the refining, be resdy to undertaXe the
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work for which thery weo beirny, preparcd.Jchovah's

long- cherished vlens for thoem will ve executed and
»
they will fully understand His will. Hc "is bringing
this deliveronce to poss in ord: r that Isracl, now
so hbathetit, 0. Viinded-py her sorrows, nay bo

impelled to proclaim His character and establish

His worship throuchout the whole inhabited world."

(Sanders.)..
Among the many significant lessons taught

durin~ +the exilc cowe Tow stand ouit proninently.
(]

The oxilecz would leern anoew concerning the character

e
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be extinguished even b, their sin. Somec of the

.captives wors no doubt clinging to th> feith that God

ol God, the malignity of sin, and the hop. of conis.
good and deliverance. The steadfast charactsor of God,
the absolute love of right, and His etcrnal power to
uphold the right would burn into their consciousness
as théy remckberod the guilty pasit. But God's

wonderful lova for, and interest in them could not

wes righteous, yet were well-nizgh overwhelumed by the

thought that th: inrocent as well as the guilty were

suffering. Jercmiah and Habalkuk both give utterance
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to thc distres:z of that rishtcous remnantlof Israel
which had really sot out to seck God. The whole
problem of guffcring began 0 pres. for soiution. It
suffering is for sin why do not only the sinners
suffer? (hy arc not the righteous exompt? A comuon
calanity haod overtaien the nation and thosc conscious
of their integrity werc sharin, in its miscry. This
Tact had proven that the old thcorics of retribution

vere inadequate. The righteous found themsclves in

¢ircumstances which necded some other explanation.

A new doctrire of sufferin, was esgential. In this
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tine of calomity Israel lcarned the ,reet and

fundanerital losson of bhe real meaning and purpose

of the gingdom of God as well as & judgment upon sin.

It is a2 neans of discinline by which ma.ay erc fitted

for gome undgiie .ission. Bac of the affliction of

‘the Israelites is the wonderiul plan of Yahweh. He

will punish ther for th-ir sins; purily them from

thelr evil desires; but he will also bring all the

.
world to the conviction that Isracl is His chogscn

peodnle.

of suffering. Suffering Is an elencnt in the progress

>

~ o=
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Ana

‘
by

titchell sums up as follows:—

Hi

They are suffering, thoy confess, on account of theildn
disloyalty to God. Cyrug appears on the horizen, and
a2 nameless prophet recognizes in him their delivercr.

The prophct declores that, not for their sakeo, but
Tor the sakc of their fathers, and that he may reveal
his uniqué godhead, Jshweh has comnissioned the
Persian king to set them £rooc. They are slow to

believe, but he picturcs them leaving the scene of

The Jows arc suffcring, some of them in Babylonia.
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thelr suffzring, cressin_ the descrt under divine

guldance and protedtion, by a niraculous hi hway,

and rcoccupying, with songs of triumph, their resiorefl

country. Finally they bcBold the nations, moved by

their testimony to these wonders, recognizing Yahweh

as the only frue God and gmrolling themselvcs anong

his worshippors!.

" The optimism of the prophets™, says

Bruce, " docs not consist in shutting the eyes to thg

evil thet is in the world. On the contrary, 1t knows

how to take the evil into the ideal a8 ong of its




highest good". The idea that the destiny of Israel

constitutive eloments, and transmute it into the

enbraced the good of the whole world threw 1li_ht on
one of the problems which had perplcxed both Hahakkuk

and Jeremish. Habakliuk had complained of God's

government of the world.(Hab.l;17). Israel had been
"swallowed up" by Bebylon, end the Teirtier nation was
righteous‘in comparison wi£h the latter, yet God held
his peacec. This moral difficultyy howewoer, found a

solution wvhen it was perceived thait the trials and

suffering of a rightcous nation fitted in with a
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Divine scheéme of purpo. s which included in its

scope all monkind. Benefit would even cofo to those

!

f

@ﬂn»4M&Q£P4WQﬁreeme—%e«$hee@ who were afflicting ===
I

fIsrael. Jorcmiah's complaint would likewise be given

1

g reasonable soliition. " Wherefore, doth the way of I

]

“ the wicked prosper? thercfore are all they at sase 1
that deal very treacherously?" (Jer. 12;1).'This
first indicafion of the questiocning spirit would be

enlightened by Isaiah"51;7.%. " Heerken unto me, yo

l'%ﬁ@t,know rizshteousnesg, the people in whose heart is

my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neithcr be

i
i
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ve dismayed at their revilings. For the moth shall

eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat

them like wool; but my wiigihteousness shall be foreveypp

and my salgstion unto all generstions".

"
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o

The Servant of Jechovah.

" The Exile not only broughi the Jews to realize,

as nevor before, the ethical chdaracter of the divine

government; it also gave them new ideas on the .

subject of himen excelilence. In early times David

was their ideal, other and latcr men being mcasured

by this brave, impulsive, resourceful and nasterful

wvarrior and ruler. During the Exile, with their

wonderful ability to adapt themselves to oxisting

»

conditions, they abandoned this ideal and chose an-—

other clothed in the virtues that bondage and
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suffering had developed in their best and noblest.

He is the central figurc of Issilah 40~E5 the so

allecd Servant of Yahweh". ( Litchell).

Hany questions arise with refercnce to

thig Servant of Yahweh, Is He a Prrson or a

personification? A part of Isracl or ideal Israel?
I

A martyr who has suffzr..d or onc to cone in the

future? Various answers have becen suggcsted. Some

say the Prophet refers to all Isracl; others think

the roference is sometines to 2ll Israel and sometime

to a Pfraction of that nation or sonoc historical

personage. L[t would be dangerous to say that there

L9 7 suany
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is a consensus of opinion regarding the matter.

Piépcnbring's view is that the title Servant of )
Jehovah is given by turns to *h. entire people and
to a faithful fraction but to neither exclusively.
The Servant is to fulfill his mission, in part at
lcast, by his suffering, by becoming an explatory
victim both in the eyes of the peoplo and'tho eyes

of God.

Wade contends that o review of humen history

in general, and 6f Hebrow history in particular, legdsg

to the conclusion thcot the cHaracter of the Servant

1ons remeinod an ideal one. He points out that more
o .




ther £i%e hundred years passed befors it war -«

N

-

realized, and the creetion of %he prophoit's inspired

genivs obtained conecrcte embodinment in the 1ifec and

death of Jesus of lazareth.

Another 0ld Testament scholar draws attention

to the foact that therc are two standing

personifications of Igraecl in this prophecy—

Jerusalem and the Servant of the Lord. In Chap.40;?9

"Zion" represents the notion on its recceptive side.

She is the reciplent. of the blessings of schy@tion

because she is the mother of the people; while the |
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Servant represcnts the historic Israel, pact,

sprescnt and future in its religious aspect, with a

divine mission to fulfil for humanity. " Israel

includes. the Servent of Jehovah". The figurc of the

Servant is an idecal creation of the prophet's mind.

One thing seems ccrtain, that not all the

refeorences to ihe Scervant of Jehovah in Delitcoro-

Isaiah are to be applicd to the same group of people.

The four passages known os the Servant pocns, 4211-7;
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of later date". It is pnssibl: ho is & fraction of

| the people. Comperin, these passages with oth r ==

references we observe thaet the Servant here described

iz . . . I
gifrers in many respecdts from the servant mentioned

in other parts of the book. Both servants suffer, but
- il

|

| there is .a marked difference in the nature, cause,
purpoese and spirit of their suffering. In the rest of

the book the Servant is simply a witness to divine
i

i

| power (47;10) who fails to promote the divine L
!
[

purposes (42; 18-20. He has sinned, thcrefore suffers)
0\

[(42;243 and complains under the severe test (40327 ).

= — — — ==

= = == _— A — ==
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Yshweh deolivors hin becausc He is merciful (43;25). A

study of the Servant poems will bring out the glarin

contrast and reveal the profound interpretation of

suffering as taught by the author of these passcgoess

Servant Poons,
™n thesc passages Decutero- Isalah works out

a solution of some of thc problems which confronted

the_prgphets of an garlier gencretion. Referring to y

these pessages, Schultz, says, " Of all the figures

in 0. T. the deepest and most significant is the

Suffering Servant of Yahwch". The writer quoted

ey




24.

®

thinks that the Prophet did not mean to speak of an

individual of the futurce in this, fiigure, but starts

figurc in which he segs salvation accomplished and

all present riddles solved.

1. The Seryant's Ililsgion.

In the first of these passages(42:1-4) the
mission of the servant is described. He has special
equipment, because Yohych has put his Spirit upon him%

and" he will bring forth justice to the Gentiles".

The idea that he is invested with a2 missior Ze————r

from & historical figure, them beholds an idecal .
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to the Gentiles and choscn by God for this purpose

is devoloped herc. The manner in which he will do
this task is found in verse 2. He will not cry nor
1ift up his voice," but in a quiet way, unlikec many of
the prophots, will devote himsclf to his work ¢X
establishing justice and encouraging the woak and
unfortunate. He will not {ail or become discouraged.
Ve notc here = contrast to the Servant in 4%:10.
Therc the servent was simply a witness to the divine

power, but here a definitc mission to the heathen

is laid upon tho Sexvars. Throuzh him, as an agent,
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is to be establishrd the true religion in the world,

" a 1light to the Gentilos". He will be kept by

-

Yahweh t1ill. the fulfillment of his mission.

In the scecond of these significant Passages

(49:1-6) we have enphasized the universality of the

Servant's mission. He calls to the peoples "from

afer" to hear his message because Yahweh has formed

him "from the wonb to be His servant". It is no . °

trivial occupation in vhich he is engaged, but a task

which is far-reaching in its importance. Salvation

is to bec scent to the ends of the .oca¥xfh. Yahweh is




27

A

the Redcemer and will uses His servant to bring Jacob

Bsoin to Him and " restore the preserved of Israel”,
gathering them as survivors of the twelve tribes into
a now nation, Here we have aﬁothcr contrastk as Vade

suggests with the servant found in 42:18-20. In the
reference just made Tailure to promote the divine
purpose is displaycd. The people will not heced the
message, but in 49;4, in spite of seeming failure,

?
the servant looks to ultimate success and resdlutely

discharges his dutye.

In the third passage(50:4~9) we notc a
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new clcment. The scrvant has accepted his task and
set his "face like a Tlént" toward the accomplishmont
of it, but sorrow and indignity become part of his .5
lot. He is c¢onfident that he is the choscn, trusted
nessenger of Yahweh, but his very fidelity to his

mission brings upon him suffering. He is smitten and

shamefully trecated, even spit upon. Hevertheless)

suffering only made hin .more determincd tn prosecute

his mission. Unlike the servant in (&2; 24f) who

suffered becausc of hig sin this servant is "not

Pebellious." He is obedient to the divimpe rill in
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"‘ spite of insult and indignity vhich are heaped upon
him~ He hns the assurance of thc help of Yahweh.
Over agalnst the obstacles with which he has to o il
“contend stands his iﬂvinoible faith in God and the
definite conviction of the final triumph of his . T
cause. In reading this passagec onc is recminded of a
passage in M. T. with a similar thought:"But I will
tarry at Ephesus until Pentecosti; for a great door

and 8fPedtual is opened unto me, and there are many

| adversaries".{Poul I Corinthians 16:8).

=
‘?
&

The open door of opportunity to deliver his
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%.: message is the chicf thing. The meny adversaries are

simply more or less insignhificant inciderials. SO .

in the suffeoring Servant's expericnce the nighty
dynanic which drove him forward was the deep . . h
. conviction of a nighty task which he assayed to do
in spite of pain and ill treatment. Suffering was

incidental to the suprenme migssion. It was not

able to turn hirp from his pPUrposC.
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Vicarious Suffering.

In (52:13-57:12) we find the greatest and

most significant of the Servant poessages.”If it ic
truc anywhere in the history of poetry and prophecy,
it is true herg that the writcer, being full of the
Spirit, has saild nmore than he hinself meant to say
and more thon he understood?’ (Schultz). A new and

higher conception of suflcring is taught by the

brophet. Tho bolief of tho average Jew was thot

suffering as a rulec was an indication of sin)but here

the suffering of one who was innocent is explained as

0}

!

TR s pm




having a redemptive purpose. The servant accepts it
as imposod by Jehovah for the seke of others. The
suffering in itself, when recognized as undeserved
and voluntary, is & forcc which will aild in turning
the wicked persecutors from an attitude of defiance
to qQne of huatlity and penitence. The prophet here
carries to their conclusion thc lecading ideas of the
other Servant-passagess The climax off his conception
of suffcering is reached as he pictures for us the
character, and destiny of tho §ufforinc one.

There is o wealth of literature on the




interprotation and, cxposition of this passage. As

carlier prophets it is eas§ to understand Viade's
lsuggeostion that the process o@ development of that in
Israel was from the old sense of solidarity based on
blood-relationship, which made the guiltless in-
voluntary meetdiiieny of the punishnent of the guilty,
throush the assertion of the rights of the individual
that ocach nust suffer for h;s ovm offence, to a
splidarity resting on sympathy and lcading tc X

voluntary self-sccrifice which, in the long run,

we comparc this passage with the tcachings of the f
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would 'promdite the welfare both of him who made the
sacrifice and those for vhom it was made. The now
sbliderity, if we may call it such, is exemplificd

in 52:13~ 57:12. By, his willing sufferings’with anc

for the guiltg)an innoceht person established a
fellowship in virtue of which his afflictions availed
to make intercession for them. Jeremiah's problcm of

thqninnocent finds new light toward its solution here

also. The families of Lorah ond Achan though guilt-

less suffercd involuntarily for sins committed by the
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hoads of the families. The suffcring Servant accepts

his chastisoment and bears the sins of others. Just

how this 1s possible the prophet does not explain.
ggg‘Unigue Sufferere.

The Servant as dgscribed in (Ssj is not in the
least attractive, but rather repulsive"; no boauty
that we should desire hin', nay his visagg is
nmarred more than any man;" a person of no esteem,

but one " acquainted with grief". He staggcrs men

because they see no reason or promise in him. Not
only hore)but all along the history of the world the

sufferer has been the astonighment and stumbling
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blockc 6P humanity. He remains, and probablyvwill
remain to the cnd, the problem of philosophy and the
severest test of faith. In 53:4 the people confess
that this uncomplaining Sufferer was their
substituto :in.his ondﬁrance of pain and sickness;
and in verse § after penctrating more deeply into
the meaning of his sorrow thev percelve the &sas—ir
connection between his passion and thcir own sin.

They found that this " connection is twofold; in the

first place the Servant's suffering was the penalty

.

due to the people's transgressions, and in the sccond
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place 1t was the remedy by which thoy were restored

i
i

to spiritual hedlth. "™ But he was plcrced becausc of

our rebellions, crushed because of our iniquities”.
: i

&Kirkpatrick.)

Not only does the Scrvant suffer
underservedly but his suffcrings culminate in a most
shameful desth and burial. Theynmdéb his grave with

It the wicked and his humiliation was completed. Yet "

t -
| . N

this pleased Yahwch because his soul was an offering y

“for sin eand " the pleasure of Yahwkh shall prosper

in his hand". "Two ideas secm clearly expressed; (1)




that thore was & divine purpose back of the sufferings

of the Servant, and (2) that e glorious future awaits
!!

]
| bim". (Knudson). The essence of the wholc toaching of
Chapter 57 seems to be contained in verse 5,"VWith his

| stripes we are healed"." The prophet seeks to teach

i . . . . .
us, that vicarious suffering 1S not a dogmatic, but

B
]
| an oxp.rimental truth. The substitdtion of the Servani

I
}
I for the guilty people, and the redemptive forcec of

thet substitution , are no arbitrary doctrine, for

which God regquires from man & mers intelluctual

assent; they arc no such formal institution of

38
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religion as mental indolence and superstitio:. delight

to have prepared fo their mechanical adhercnce: but

substitutive suffering is a great living fact of

-

" humen expericence, whosc outward features alec not

fmore cvident to men's eyes than its inner meaning is

i
appreciable by their conscicnce, and of irrésistible

effect upon their tthdle moral. nature. I
[

y Ih every natio¥, in evory family, the innocent

sulfer for the guilty. Vicarious sufforing is not
I

arbitrary or accidental; it ¢omes with our growth; it

is of the very nature of things. It is that part of
i

H the Service of Man to which we are all born, and of
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the reality of which we daily grow morc aware".

(Gohe Smith)e
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Relation of Suffering Servant to New Testament.

1 It is evident from the teaching of the Ne Te
i
that the idea of vicarious suffering, which is the

climax =nd essence of Deutere- Isaiah's thought, is

used with reference t0 the life and death of Jesus

of Nazareth. The herdic, seclf-sacrificing God stands

i . .
revealed in Jesus Christ, Jesus used the language

"best understood by those of His time in order

|

" successfully to teach the great truths which He
I

y came to reveal. In the life of the great Teacher

sacrifico was synonymous with His self-dediCiilon.

Hié mission 1ike that of the S-rvant of Isalall was

¥ = === == = = -_— = P —_—

|

I

]
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. to do the will of Godj not his own.VVhatever this .©

mission involved of pain or suffering @ death itsglf

Be accepted.Some of the leading Bible scholars hold
K

1
~that Jesus looked mpon Himself as the Suffering
Servant of Isaiah 57% He says of Himself: " The Son

|of man came not to be ministered unto but to ministery
| | !
i

Hand to give His lifc a ransom for many"(llarkl0:451.

I

Even His own disciples ncver fully understood why He

I

wes so0 willing to bear misundcrstanding and ridicule.

i, .
jHe was a problem both to His friends and enemies. The
I

Jewish leaders were hostile to Him and even the

— a— a2, - — = T e e e o T
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B
J
I loyalty which the common people professed was held by:
5, very superficial and fragilc bond. But He knew God!'s

will Por Him and that was the driving forcc of His .°

life. He yielded Himself utterly, without reserve to

I
I
I

lthe Father and His purpose. Paul tells us that Jesus

fulfilled the Old Testament requirements and completed
f
i I

uand concluded all its ritual of material sacrifice forl

[sifie To uge an 0ld Testement idea, He gave His life a

i
ransom for many. The Israelites had a new and deeper

lconception of what qu'sslove meant to them vheh the

I

y innocent suffering servant revealed that love by his

T = = = — Py —
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life and death,., Sc the people of Jesus time were

It

-

given a profound revelation of God in the Incarnatiqnﬁ
fthe Incarnation is the highest revclation of God as .
well as the great source of power of Christianity.

For us the past is represented in the familiar words

1
which convey most transdéendent truth-"God so: loved

che world that He gave His only begotten Sons" Ve

know very litile about the real,inner meaning of i

It

Ehis, but as long as such an affirmation means any- I

thing at all, it means that Jesus 1s the expression
I
([
; Of the very best that God Himself could give, at un-

1}
khinkaeble cost, to redeem humanity. "Jesus Christ and
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Him crucified® ié the very essence of the Christian
gospel; or to appropriate the words of the prophet
of the exile "With His stripes we are healed".

The suffering Servant menfioned in Isaish was

o h |
unigue becausc he suffered in sllence. "Other 01d

I

1Festament sufferers broke out into one of two voices,~
“ ° I

ls[voiée of guilt or voice of doubt. David, Hezekiah,

||Jeremiah, Job and the Pselmist all strive and are

loud under pain'.The difference is that this unique

u i
“one was consclous of the purpose of His suffering.
i

=He was -performning e service of redemption which would
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bring results and also glory. This strength to suffer

. . .. 1 .
in silence was also characterisiic of Jesus. He did i

not sacrifice the dignity of His innocence to the

w il

pleasure of a retort as did Paul, but His wonderful

 Datience remained unsulliecd®, When He was reviled He
I

u reviled not again". Te have no right,,htuever, to

" infer that this silenc. of Jesus cost Him nothing.

ult really cost Him much, but we have a proof of the

it

0 perfectness of His soul's self~discipline, H%'dho t

mighf have summoned twelve legions of Anguls,endurod
i

ll 21l thet He might reveal the love of God for

-— - _— -— —-—
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In His parables He makes clear the fact that God i

loves and secks mens. But love to be effective and I

0
Hdynamic‘ demands deeds not mere words. Begause of this"

i
fact we read of desus setting His face steadfastly L

|
]

towards Jerusalem, knowing thet there His sufferings "

would culminate on the cross. Vhatever elsg may be

i{said concerning the tragedy of Calvary, so long as
f
Ilthé:Gospels are held to be of any value we have the u

sublimest of paradoxes there sgt forth, in that, o i

according, to His own tedtimony, Jesus was both free

Humanity. Thus hr accepted pain for the sake of others.
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e

and yet under supreme obligetion to suffer and die.
In some real sense He died for us. Ii. is possible to
walve the mystory and appreciate the fact. Precisely
vhy and how He should die for men may be left to a
future timc. The- overwhelning truth is that it was on

bchalf of humen nature, es an absvlute necessity, and

yet as a perfectly voluntary self-sacrifice. Ve can
learn, if we will, from the vhole transaction the
divine estimaté of the worth of human naturc.

" fpeste is great mystery here, but through it all

we get the impression of boundless love issuidng, .in




@.

mnysterious sclf-secrifice, a work of love at boundlosé
cost and pain for the salvation of a poerverse and
sinful world";(Bowne). Paul gloried in the Cross of
Christ but d4id not pry to sxplain fully any theory of
the atonement. The fact was the important thing to him)
and he delighted to spread the news abroad that the
suffering and death of Christ were vicarious and
redemptive. The Strong had bornc the burdens of the

weaskKe

Bovme expresses it as follows:
"The great significance of the Christian revelation}

does not lie in its contribution to ethics or to

T
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speculative theology, though it has done something in

both of these realms; but rather in this, that back of*

the mystery and uncertainty of our lives,back of the

,apbparent aimlessness of much history, and back of the

yoe and horror of much more, it reveals God, the

I

Alnighty Friend and Lover of men, the Chief of

: I
burden-bearers and the Leader of all in self-sacrifice,

Over the seething chaos there broods a Spirit divine; '

land from everlasting to everlesting there stretches a

borosd bow of promnise and of light." t
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Summaxry.

Qur study of the Problem of Suffering in

Deutere-~ Isaiah has shotm us that the prophet of the

Exile made it clear to the Israelites that their
ﬁ suff - -ring was a result of sin,but the sufforing evech

would prove a purifying discipline which would fit
i

| them to carry out the redeening purpose of Yahweh.
uAgain,the suffering Servant stands between Yahweh and

tho nation with a mission to perform and in the

prosecution of that task he encounters indignity and

abuse, yet he boars all in silence, because of the

conviction that ultimately his work will be triumphent.
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In thg\Servant poet

R e o e o

W 2 rm— T

W&E:ﬁﬂﬁEEEEEEEﬁ@, e nev elerent is introduccd.

fThe Servant suffors, not for his own sin, but for the

" gullty ones and his suff ring is vicarious and
redemptive. This latter view 1s applied to the life

- and doath of Jesus off Nazereth. It is the essencc of

the truth ebout God's love and the perfection of that

Bove in suffeoring vhich Christ manifosted and which is

fthe glory of the docdirineof the Incarnation. God's

pericet revelation of Himself to man was made by the
I

sinless Christ, who suffured and died."With His

I
n
i

stripes we arg healed”. - ==

52.



