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THE WORK OF THE PASTCR
IN THE PRESENT CHURCH CONDITIONS.
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Contrasted with former times, we are in the presence of an

age of such rapid movements that the contrast suggests the limited

Rail-road train speeding away fromw the plodding ox. And because of
the speed of the‘times we are compelled to sbandon as unproven any
data concerning epochs or crises which appear to be discovered exclu-
sively in historical setting. Such data ma; be only an ‘historical mi-
. rage. To compare tcday with another déy in history,say & hundred or
a thousand years ago,is to compare a well controlled locomotive with
a well-broken~in ox.
The present condition in Church work is not brought fully
to view by the noting of certain conditionsywhich existed in the day
of Augustine or Luthe? as compsred with kindred conditikns in the
same realm of 1ife today. The religious condition of today is as dis
tinetive an affair as is a financisl or commercial crisis. The latte
may be precipitated like a bolt of lightning from a clear sky?ité onl
premonitor being the nervousness of the people. But the interlacing
of interests in agriculture,manufacture,mining,fishing,monetary val-

ues, transportation, and communicetion,together with the moral and im-
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‘moral quality of the contract-making of business men doubtless does

¢

affect greatly that "confidence" or "want of'eonfidence";iost confi-
dence”or "restored confidende",which evidently holds in its hand pros
perity or adversity,success or failure,so firmly that,if confidence
is gone,the panic has arrived. .

And an age is usually aware of its cris§@.4The literature of
the eighteenth century sbounds in the opinions of intelligent obser-
vers,both of France and America,thst history was then at one of its
tuening points. In the seme way the men of our own ddy are growing

increasingly alive to the fact thst we are facing remarkable social

changes in the immediste future. In fagt,when one.recalls the rapidit|

with which events are moving,it is apparent that those changes are
already taﬁing place. The old order is indeed changing and yielding
its place to the new. The Church of today is face to face with forms-
tive influences which ere making tomorrow. By the division of labor
born of socisl history it has become only one of the many directive
forces-in society. Scholarship,business, socislism,popularized philoso
phy, amusements,national aggrandizement,are only é few 0f the agencies
which are co-opérating to maske tomorrow very different from today. To
an extent that escaspes the superficial observer,the Church is itself
being affected by these forces; but far more impor?ant then this fact
jg the other that today,as at so many times in the past,the Cpurch
pust face the vital decision as to whay part it shell have in produc-
ing the new world.

Ag never before,there is need of 8 sturdy insistence upon
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the sinfulness -of sin. One of the greatest dangers that beset the
Church is that in some way it shall adopt a "worldly" attitude in mor
al matters; that it shall lose ite sensitiveness to evil and look
with too large tolerance upon moral lspses. The Pastor has partly
abandoned attemptse to arouse moral discontent in the humen soul snd
has given promineqce to congratulatory descriptions of men as the
sons of God. Society needs to be convinced afresh of the elemental
distinction between evil and good as redefined by the changing condi-
tion of our ever more complex 1ife. A social order devoted to know-~
ledge or virtue must be steadied by ideals that are drawn from the
fundamentals of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The relstion of the Church io the varioué‘intellec?ual,ré-
ligious,and social phases of the condition is a matter of life and
destb for both the Church end the present social order. Christianity
is not a_dyiﬁg faith.. It is splendidly vitel. It faces dangers, but
theg are born of its strength quite as much as of its weakness. It is
not as completely in touch with ite age ss it 'should be,but it cankb%
brought into closer union with the other forces that are making our
new social orde}. Shall it ke brought into such union?

;n the éresent day the question of modern scholarship con-
cerns the Church. Scholarship iI's determining the method of thought b
which the Church must formulate its own convictions. The Pastér can-
nct ignore the intellectusl environment in which he lives; he may di
app;ove it end combast it,or he may approve it and exploit it.

The Church of today is living in the midst of the most extre
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ordinary intellectual transition that the world has ever -seen. The
Pastorg of today .can stand aloof from the advance of the new 'science

and philosophy only by standing apart from the world itself. He must

be abreast the time in intelligence. Many a High school pupil who,in
his text-book of geology,is taught that the world is the ou?comg of
processes extending across milliong of years is taught in the Sunday
School that he must take it on faith,that the world was creested by
the 'successive acts of God in six days. The biologist who is devoting
hi's days to finding theisecret of life is taught by his Pastor that

a spirit wss bresthed into .o wen miraculously made of clay.

The student of comparestive religion who has wagched the slo
accumulation of the sescred literature of the nations is told that th
literature of the ‘Hebrews was written under such dictastion of the
Holy Spirit 8s to be infallible and authoritative, not only in relig-
ion but in science,history,and literasry criticism. It is lfttle won-
der that the world of scho}arship finds itself out of 'sympathy with
the Church as the representative of such teaching. A young man comes

into the atmosphere of & university where these questions are at issu

He has been taught by his parents and Pastor asnd Sunday School teach
that the Bib}e i's the inerrant,authoritative word of God. He has nev
seriously questioned the basis for such an affirmation. His entire r
ligious £hought has been grounded upon authority. In his FresBman yes
he hears echoes of discussions in the upper classes which he does not
understand, but which,in a general sort of way,is incompatible with

Christianity as he has known it. By the time he reaches his Junior

o




(@

P

*®

1

e T e

yesr he begins to feel the effect of the investigation if not the
specifical atmosphere of scholarship. Many of his teschers are inter-
ested in religious life,but in too many case the men whose 'scholar-

ship he most respects are unsympathetic with the Church or are merel

conventionally religious. He is.set to reading books in which religiop

is handled as a matter for inQestigation,or in which the idea of na-
ture and of natural law spperently leaves no room for Cod and divine
love. He begins to grow investigative. As a result his religious life
becomes unsettled. If he seeks advice it often is from some member of]
the Faculty or a more advanced student who may.be unsettled alsc;and
he resolves into a state of doubt. So we would see the need 'of the
Pastor being alert,snd should be trsined in the arts and current
thought 'so that he can master them before his congregation,so that
which is weak will not be turned aside.

The work of the Bastor in preaching the Cospel; first,posi-
tively with a contsgious conviction. To appreciate the evangelic sig-
nificance of the life and teaching of Jesus Christ it iIs necessary

to concentrate one's attention steadily upon his individuslity as

affected by historical environment,upon his own Messianic estimate,
and upon the Messianic interpretstion givem him by his followers. The
terminology of thése estimates helps us to appreciste the resl per-
sonality'that compelled the Messianic velustion. Any theology(that

is unaffected by a conviction of the reality of the risen Christ is

not evangelical in the strictly New Testament sense. He -should believp

it himself,or he cannot convince others of the belief. In the Pastor'fe

5



loyalty to the Gospel lies the hope of the Church. There is a magnif-‘
icéht future for that preaching which brings the data of the Gospel
of Jesus. This is the evangelicsl message for which the Church, whethej
conservative or liberal,friendly or critical,csn stand and must stand
Then the Pastor should emphssize the Brotherhood of Man. It
is not only his work to prepare men for heaven but ?o prepare them
for society,and to bring them up on a common brotﬁerhood. Democracy
was never more in need of guidance. Social classes were neveér more

sensitive to each other's prerogatives. The interests of the individ-

ual are not yet always those of society; the Church has not yet
'

brought about the Kingdom of God.

Religion has to do with powers and instincts that are not
acquired, but are elementgl and common to all men; end Christianity,
if true to the Gospel of Jesus,makes men incapsble of isolated life.
It is the expression of an elemental common,snd the unifying factor
of human life. And to unite men,emphasis must be laid upon interests
that are not mere accidents or accomplishments,but are common to all,
There is a wall of separation between the habits and customs of the
man of poverty and the man of wealth.

The great elemental ‘things of life are,always have been,and
always must be,the basis of urnited socisl actiof; for ‘example,the
passion for food. A nation rises or dies as one men if ‘Starvation is

upon it. The passion for fighting will link men together slmost as

higher than the others;but these named are not the only elements of
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human life. Besides them and above fhem there is such & thing as
faith,a trust in some power outside of oneself, the instinct to‘prah,;
the belief that in some way the world was not the result of a toss ‘up
of chance, and that,once made by a God, it has not been abandoned by .
its Creator. Religious instincts are as elemental as the lust for
blood. But as the call to war leads men away from Phe accidents of
l1ife,the differences &f business and the culture of station,and binds
millionaire and pauper,club man and cow-boy,into a regiment,so Chris-
?ianityiif only it is true to religion,can call men from business and
daily routine and lead them into the invisible Kingdom of Cod. To makg
men trust God better is to make them ready to trusi men better. To,
make them resemble God in universality of interest Is t6 make. them
more companionable,eager to do good,less eager to succeed through
oppression,léss isolated and -self-centered, more intent upon perfonm-:
ing duties than upon demsnding rights. A selfish man cannot be relig-j
jous, To the Christian, reLigiog is the GCodward .expression of "an o4
equality of life'thaé is,frater;al in its manwaed expression. Genuin
religion is not an affair of a community,but of the individuals of a
community. Hence ‘to build up the brotherhood of society .is to Eéadh
the brotherhood 6f Christ, and where Christ is there is unity. The
Church must take up the Master's wqu,and,whilefit teaches men to be-
kind and‘helpful,it must also insist that they can believe in(a Cod
that still loves and reigns; who in the last analysis is the basis o
social laws Fhé One who will give men the kingdom of brotherliness.

It ig true that todesy we are in a stage of discontent both in the
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gocial world and in the Church. -Questions which.have never been beforp
the Church and the Passtor are before ug today. Never before hes there

been such a difference beteeen the rich and the poor as now., The poor

have never been reconciled to rich reveling in luxury, while they were
starving for necessities; and out of this dissatisfaction havé come
gseveral organizations, among which is the "Labor Union". It is impos-
sible for the Minister of today to be silent ebout this question or
to misjudge it; because his silence would bring distrust to the peopllp.
There seems to be a tendency upon the part of some Churches
to be limited by its cleavage to societys Aé a rule,most Churches
would welcome the laboring classes to ifheir pews, but they asg a clas
do not care to go to the Protestant Churches because they distrust
the preacher and the people. We must acknowledge that there seems to
be an indifference toward them by both clergy and people. Hence,this
being the condition of affairs,/what can the Church and Pastor do con
cerning the "Social Movemept"? Every city needs institutional Churcheg.
By their work they make religion supreme, but whatever a Church may do
in the various kinds of work,such as chsrity, amusements, employment

bureaus, it must be kept conscious of its spirituel mission a&s a co-

ordinsting and unifying force. But if the fact of religion is left
out and it is an institution for debating 'socities, gymnasiums, suppers
concerts, stereoptican lectures,ete.,without its religious aspéct,is
to briﬂg it into competition eith the variety show. As a religipus

organization the Church,fitted to educate and direct the social im-

pulses by enforcing regard to law and by gusranteeing sanity in reforp,
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must do something more than stir the individual conscience. ;t nuet
champion obedience to existing law. The Church should oppose the cus-

$® ton of the large concerns manipulating law making and the evading of
the law. In fact the office of the Church is that of developing a so-
I cial conscience that shall,on the o%e side,protect men and corpora-
tions from the "sandbagging legés}atoz" and "orgenigzations" so fre-

0

guently in our legislatures; and of insisting that Christian men -shal]
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and the idea of authority must be replaced in religion. It must be th

not be poiitical anarchists. Religion used to be the controlling powe
authority of the universsl! will. The leaders of social movements hav '
very little use for God,but they know the meaning of natural law. Th
God of the Church must be the Cod of the universe,and must be too

great for a rising democracy to dethrone. If the Church would stand
for such a God who is but law and love,2it would aid the social move|
ment. Socialism and Christianity are alike in that they are both la-
boring for a new and highef séeial order,in which ell shell live hap.
pier,better lives.

Christianmity seems more cspable of producing permenent socig|
betterment than does socialism. It attempts to bring this about by
education,while socialdsm would bring it sbout by legislation,but le
islation will succeed in proportion as the influeéntial men in thqchu]
munity afe in sympathy with its objects. Hence the need of thg edu-

(@
cated citizen,so that the Church should be considered in the movemen

Then, too, the social doctrine of the Church is superior in ite practic

al bearings upon the individual to that of socialism. It is essentfal]
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ly an economic system and approaches the individual life with muech

the same presupposition as the older political economy it absails diq
The best way the Pastor cen assist in aiding the socisl movement is.
to strive to bring about regenerate lives., And when the life I's regeng

erated it will bring forth a sociel reform,and if this is done the

3

Church need not be outgrown,but may be a factor in the advancement of
goeial reform. 4 genuinely Christisn Church member always is material
ready for any social movement. It is not only his duty to preach an
individualistic salvation but he nust educate the social sympathies
of his people.
Then it is the duty of the Pastor of the Chu?ch of today to
_arouse people to self-examination and repentance. There is no source
in which this can be done as well as from the Church snd Pastor. fle
must do something more than denaunce sin; he must educate society to
loathe sins and seek rightecusness. He must so organize and direct

the swakened conscience that it shall not suffer the outwarq inevit-

able penalties of ovérstrain. The minister is the priest between man
and God, between society and the Kingdom of Heaven. The Minister is
the promoter,a man of affairs. He should bring things to pass, He
should arouse the religious life to make it intelligent and moral.He
should orgenize or assist in orgsnizing it into social groups of all
sorts. There never has been a time in the history of the Chriktian
Church that the Pastor has had a wider field,never has had such an op
portunity,never such a possibility,never such a responsibility,as to

day. Hence he should be & men of men,a man thoroughly equipped for hif
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the present day condftions thére sre meny problems which were not
thought of s few years ago. Among these,as we have referred to the so
cial question, we may find a%so the "Temperance Ouestio?";which is of
vast domain,as well as the '"eity problem€" which are appalling in

their vastnessdand astounding in théir power. The Minister seems to ‘be

the natural leader and agitator coh these questions.~fhen with regard

work,a man fu}l of coupage end faith,s man who does not know dichQr-l
agement and defeat,but a man of good judgment,wise in all ?hings. Wit|
i
many"non Church going"men., What to do to6 get them interested in Churcf
'attendance? Many and varied sre the jheqpies’By which the Minister
should secure their attendsnce at Church. Oné says that the Minister
should be a "MAN™ among men, discouraging the idea that thqrg afe threg )
sexés,viz”,MEN,WOM@N;and M?N}STERS; This we beliéve to be tfue,that
he should meet men as men,tslk ‘to thew as men,and deal with them as
men. It seems also ressonable that if ‘he took up probléms that they
sere individually and definitely interested in,guestions that they
meet every day in their Life,tha? they would be attracted to the housp
of worship. Then,too,the Pastor must believe in his w?rg,éna be decidy
edly earnest in 'his labors. Humanity cannot bewdeceivéd in?g bé}fevinL
a person in earneét'if he is not. With a heart throbbing and yearning
.for humanity,and with a soul full of the spir%? of Chrfst,who{wag ‘
ready to give Himself for men,and wi?h an in?ellect which has bBeen
trained and fhoroughly equipped, let him go forth and proclaim the

truth,and Christ will be honored,the Church uplifted,society benefit
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