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Issue #98
DEGREES, PRIZES AWARDED Several hundred family members and guests
AT BUSM COMMENCEMENT filled the Case Center Gymnasium on May 18

to watch 145 students receive the Doctor of
Medicine degree at the 114th BUSM graduation exercises. The ceremonies were
marked by the awarding of prizes and a special tribute to the late Eddie
McCarthy, a long-time BUSM staff member, who died May 15. (See story, page
2.) Also during the event, the students recognized Mercedes Equizabel of the
Office of Student Affairs with a bouquet of roses for "always being pleasant,
helpful, fun and a friend."

Richard Selzer, M.D., a former assistant professor of surgery at Yale
University School of Medicine and author of numerous books and articles on the
art of medicine, was the main
speaker at the event. Recently
retired from surgical practice,
Selzer reminded graduates that
they should not expect to
eliminate all disease and that
they should accept death as a part
of life. Selzer concluded his
talk by dedicating to the Class of
1986 an excerpt from his diary
recounting a recent trip to
Yellowstone National Park.

Members of the Class of 1986 listen with Other speakers included Dean
anticipation at commencement ceremonies Sandson and student speaker David

Sigalow, who asserted the
importance of learning "strings of numbers essential in evaluating patients
and their therapies.'" But, he added, "we should never lose sight of the
patient those numbers represent.'

Some 36 prizes were awarded this year, including the first presentation of
the Joseph Cochin Award in Pharmacology and Medical Ethics, which was given to
Keith Fiman. Forty-two graduates were members of BUSM's accelerated Six-Year
Program. Bradford Lowell, Lawrence Schwartz and Donna Warren graduated magna
cum laude; 12 other students graduated cum laude. Three students also
received the combined M.D.-Ph.D. degree. Leonard Gottlieb, M.D., chairman of
the Department of Pathology, was awarded the Stanley L. Robbins Award for
Excellence in Teaching. Of his award, Gottlieb said that it "honors the
enitre faculty of the Department for their committment to teaching...and
reinforces that committment." Joseph Vitale, M.D., associate dean for
international health, accepted the award for Gottlieb, who was on leave at

Hebrew University-Hadassah Medical School in Jerusalem.
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105 RECEIVE DIPLOMAS Concurrent with the School of Medicine

AT SPH GRADUATION Class Day exercises, 105 students received
the Master of Public Health degree from the

School of Public Health at ceremonies held in the School of Fine Arts Concert

Hall. In addition, David William Sparrow, B.A., M.S., received the first

doctoral degree in epidemiology and biostatistics to be awarded by SPH.

Paul Brodeur, a staff writer at The New Yorker, presented the commencement
addresss on "Enemies of the People.'" Brodeur, who has done extensive research
into the history of the asbestos
controversy, urged the graduates
to "speak out to educate our
fellow citizens about the immense
dangers to the public health that
exist in the United States." He
added that corporations must be
held strictly accountable for the
safety of their products and
manufacture them in such a way
that will "neither endanger the
health or lives of the workers nor
jeopardize the health and safety
of the unsuspecting people in the SPH professors Leonard Glantz, J.D.,
community at large when products left, and David Ozonoff, M.D., chat with
are used, consumed and disposed of." Gene Cardarelli and Laura LaManna.

Carla Van Bennekom, who also is a research assistant at SPH, was the
student speaker. She related experiences from work in a refugee camp in
Thailand, which she said "reinforced a long-held belief that we have an
obligation to share our resources with the less—developed world....but with
some caution. Services such as sanitation, primary health care, and maternal
and child-health programs can bring tremendous improvements in health to large
numbers of people at relatively low cost. Public health professionals can
make major contributions to the health of the world by advocating such

programs, and planning and implementing them," she said.
EDDIE McCARTHY DIES AT AGE 72; Students and faculty at Boston University
WAS FRIEND TO MANY AT BUSM School of Medicine lost a special friend May

15 when long-time staff member Edward
"Eddie'" G. McCarthy, 72, of Jamaica Plain, Mass., died in University Hospital
following a long illness.

McCarthy had been an employee of BUSM for 28 years. He twice was honored
by students for his '"dedication, devotion and unselfishness'" by being made an
honorary member of the Classes of 1972 and 1981. At the May 18 commencement
exercises, graduating student Kevin Schmidt announced that part of the Class
of 1986 gift was the creation of the Eddie McCarthy Award in honor of this
"unsung hero" of the School. The Award will be given to the student who
possesses the same qualities as McCarthy, "a person who is fun, involved in
Class activities and who makes us feel most like a Class,'" said Schmidt.

McCarthy was born in Manchester, N.H., in 1913 and came to BUSM in 1958 as
a custodian, and later worked in the School's anatomy laboratory. His major
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responsibilities over the years were to coordinate special events involving
the students, to carry out special tasks for the administration and, mostly,
to be a friend to any student who needed one. In addition to cousins in West
Roxbury, Mass., and Manchester, N.H., McCarthy leaves the several hundred
physicians across the country who graduated under his tenure. Funeral
services were held May 19 at the Immaculate Conception Church on Harrison
Avenue in Boston, and burial was at Mount Benedict Cemetary in West Roxbury.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Eddie McCarthy Fund, Boston
University School of Medicine Alumni Association, 80 E. Concord St., Boston,
MA, 02118.

FRANZBLAU RECEIVES Carl Franzblau, Ph.D., chairman of the
METCALF CUP AND PRIZE Department of Biochemistry, was one of three

Boston University faculty members this year
to receive the University's prestigious Metcalf Cup and Prize for excellence
in teaching. The Cup and $5,000 prize were created by an endowment gift from
Arthur G.B. Metcalf, chairman of the University's Board of Trustees. Each
year the award goes to faculty members nominated by students, faculty or
alumni for their outstanding capabilities and contributions as teachers.
Franzblau, whose entire 28-year teaching career has been spent at BUSM, has
been cited by present and former students as both a superb educator and
researcher. Previous BUSM Metcalf winners are Simmons Lessell, M.D., a
professor of ophthalmology, neurology and anatomy, N. Paul Rosman, M.D., a
former professor of pediatrics and neurology, and Lester F. Williams Jr.,
M.D., a former chairman of the Department of Surgery.

APFEL ELECTED PRESIDENT Roberta J. Apfel '62, an assistant professor
OF BUSM ALUMNI ASSOCIATION of psychiatry at Harvard Medical School and

an associate psychiatrist at Boston's Beth
Israel Hospital, has been elected president of the BUSM Alumni Association.
Her appointment became effective at the 111th Annual Meeting and Banquet, held
May 10 at the 57 Restaurant. Apfel is the first woman to be elected president
of the Alumni Association, which was established in 1874.

Apfel graduated magna cum laude from BUSM and received a degree in public
health from Harvard in 1968. She helped found and coordinate Beth Israel's
Rape Crisis Intervention Program, and is the author of numerous papers in the
fields of psychiatry and public health. Apfel has written extensively on
psychosomatic problems in women, hypnosis in medical practice and, most
recently, on patient—therapist psychodynamics. She is co—author of '""To Do No
Harm: DES and the Dilemmas of Modern Medicine," published in 1984 by Yale
University Press.

AWARDS, SPOOFS FEATURED The annual BUSM Skit Nite and awards

AT SKIT NITE FESTIVITIES ceremony, sponsored by the BUSM Alumni
Association and the student committee on

medical school affairs, was held earlier this spring at the Medical Center.

John McCahan, M.D., associate dean for curriculum, presented the awards to

students and faculty.

Raymond Comenzo '86 received the Henry J. Bakst Scholarship Award, given

—more-



wfie

to the senior student who best demonstrates the 'qualities that exemplify the
true physician." Suzanne Sarfaty '88 received the Ciba Award for Outstanding
Community Service, given by the Ciba Pharmaceutical Company. Awards given by
the Class of 1954 were made to the following: Paul M. O'Bryan, Ph.D., an
associate professor of physiology, received the Thomas Robitscher Faculty
Award for excellence in teaching the preclinical sciences; Dick A.J. Brown,
M.D., of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, for the second year in a
row was awarded the Frederick Jackson Faculty Award for excellence in clinical
instruction; and Beth Hanrahan '88 received the Geoffrey Boughton Student
Award to the outstanding second-year student in pathology.

In addition, Stephen Harris '89 received the Dr. Elizabeth K. Moyer Award,
given to a first-year student for excellence in gross anatomy, and Janis Brown
'86 received the Esther B. and Albert Kahn Scholarship Award for devotion to
the profession and concern for patients. The Lange Medical Publications
Awards went to: Andrew Abramowitz '89, Anil Goyal '89, Sue Colby '88 and Anne
Fine '87, for academic achievement, and to Donna Washington '88, Jennifer
Clark '88, and Stewart Babbott '87 for community service. Following the
presentations, students spoofed BUSM life in song and skits.

EGDAHL HONORED BY INDUSTRY Richard H. Egdahl, M.D., Ph.D., director of
FOR LEADERSHIP IN HEALTH CARE Boston University Medical Center and

Boston University's Health Policy Institute,
was honored by the National Association of Employers on Health Care
Alternatives as their unanimous choice for 'the provider who has contributed
the most in health-care cost containment during the past 10 years." He was
honored May 29 at NAEHCA's 10tk national conference in Key Biscayne, Fla.

Egdahl's accomplishments as academic vice president for health affairs at
Boston University over the past 13 years include the founding of HPI, which
encompasses the Center for Strengthening Health Delivery Systems. As head of
the Center for Industry and Health Care, also a component of HPI, he writes,
speaks and consults on the role of industry in changing the nation's
health-care system. Egdahl also has been involved in the establishment of
individual practice associations and health service utilization management
programs involving industry. Current projects under way at HPI are aimed at
containing health-care costs while maintaining quality, and encouraging
corporate planning for health and productivity.

BATSON FOUNDATION ESTABLISHES The Ruth M. Batson Educational Foundation
EMERGENCY LOAN FUND FOR STUDENTS has established an Emergency Loan Fund

at the School of Medicine, which now becomes
the third institution of higher learning to receive such a grant from the
Foundation. The $5,000 awarded to the School will be used primarily to help
black students who are unable to secure funding from alternate sources.

The Batson Foundation was established in 1969 with funds from an award
given to Ruth Batson, an associate professor of psychiatry at BUSM, by black
parents from the City of Boston. The original award was given in recognition
of her concern about the education of black medical students and her advocacy

work with black patients in the Boston neighborhoods of Roxbury, Mattapan,
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