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CHARACTER AND WORE OF MOSES. ”

INTRODUCTION: ' | ﬁ

1. The Beme of Nosos. .|

A+ Origin of the Kame. 4’

The problem, relative to the origin of nams of Moses, is whather%

it comes frop a Hebrew or an Egyptian asource. The name of Moses appears in }

the 0ld Testament as nm,foi’eﬁ the Arabic form of this is Wdss. Reverend

2+ Ko Choyne in dealing with this problem atates, "In Josephus and Phile,

|
|
:
1
|
i
1

apd in M55 of the LXX and the FNew Testament gensrally, we meet with the

i

i

|

‘/Graeciiod fomrchp. ¥g. Moyses}; there is a constant variant, however, |

’
LpMwWThS, But if the Old Testament form were correct, and the name Hebrew, the%l
obvious meaning would be 'deliverer' (vﬁTJS, ‘to drew out', ap. 28. 22:17=Ps. :
18:17). There is no trace, however, of such &n sxplanation anywhere in the
| 01d Mestament+,l

Pharach's desughter, according to E's gecourt, is supposed to
have spoken Hebrew, and upon discovery of the foundling calls him MGsd, "be-

oause I drew him up out of the waterv.2 It is doubtful that E had any

thought of attribduting the name of Moses to any Egyptian origin, and its !
!
strikingly non-Egyptian nature, as sompared to the other nesmes found in the |

Joseph story, makes a veory strong case for the Hebrew origin.3 S0 Cheyne

consludes; "It remains to interpret. the mame of MG on the anslogy of thei!

names Of MOSes's nearest relations whiech express ethnic, more precisely, the

present writer now thinks, North Arabiasn affinities.

i. "Mosea', Eroyclopsedia Blblica, Vol. 1ii, p. 32056
2- n- 2:19
3+« T. B+ Choyne, "Moses™ Encyolepaedia Biblica, Vol. 1ii, p. 3205
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proper names in oombination with some Divine appellation."’

We H. Bennett and Andrew C. Zenos both aontend that in spite of the
aoneluaion 0of Cheyne that the name Moses does oome from an Bgyptlan origin.
Zenos atates at the point, » in apite of the objections raised by Cheyne"
the Rgyptian erigin "ia to be prefarrod"." W+ H. Bonnett agrees with this
sonelusion as to the origin of the name.®

B+ Meaning of the Eame:

The Hebrew form of "Moses® (\W1),iiosheh] is derived in Bx. 2:10
apparently from the Hebrew root Mush&h, "to drsw out™. But from the
earliest time an Egyptiar etymolegy hes deen sought for it. Ascording te
Andrew C. Zenos "Josephupinte 11, 9:86) makes it from m8, "water", (Egyptian)

and ses, or uses, *saved",b Mmis is sharacteristically a coptic view and

has been set aside in favor of the more characteristically Egyptian mes, or

mesu, meaning 'son, child's ZThis name is frequently found in Egyptian

2. The gourges of Information Comgerming Moses.

A+ Doomments of the Hexateugh.

The sources from which we draw the deginnings of Hebrew history
are found in the Pentateuch, or better the Hexateuch., In reality the first
six books belong together, Frederick Carl Elseler states the consenans-of
opinion regarding the addition of Joshusa in this statement: *its contents, .

and, still more, its litersry strueture, shew that 1t is intimately oonnect-‘

ed with the Pentateuch and desoribes she final stage in Bistory of the

4. "Moses™ 4 Standary Bible Dietionary, p. 559 !
b:+ We. He Donnett, "Moses", A Diotlionary of the Bible, Vol. 1ii, p. 438 !
6. “Moses®, 3td4, Bible Dist., p. 659
T Ibid, Pe 859




...; 0f the Hedrew Nation*.l The same problems and the same lit-

oxary typea that are found in the first five books are found irn the book of
Joshus .

The prinaiphd source for the History of Moses is the Pentateuch. The
last four books of the Pentateuch are ceeupied either with the history of
Moses or witk the laﬁ and instrustions whick are sssocisted with his name.
‘ﬁo legislation of tﬁe Pentatoush is consistently represented as given for
special purpome; "its aim, uifatod in gensral terms, is to raiss up & holy
people for Johovih, tke covenant ¢od of Isrsel, and to kesp this people
distinet from the people around them. The history, into which the leg~
islation is now fitted as 5 Jewel in ita setting, tells of Jehovah's sholce
of Israel to be His own special and pesuljar people. Thus hiatory and leg-
islation are found to blend into & hammonious whole, giving the books of the
reniateuch ar unmistalkable unity of thought and purpoao"cz

When we speak here of unity it is only reletive. The Biblical tradi- 5
tion kas asoribed to Hoses the laying of the foundations of the Hebrow |
nation and religion, and we may well consider it a0, but the gquestion as to
'h& is a searghing ome. ™Obvicusly mo writer sould have written s nar~

rative extending over a thousand years out of his own personal knowledge:

he must have written it elither by hemrsay, or on tke baasis of written i
historieal d.cnnz-em;tl“.3 In the narratives at divers plsces the laws are

referred to 88 having been spoken by Moses, but in Ex. 24:4 and Deut. 21;9ff)

1. *The Pentateuch, Its Origin and Development®, Abingdon Bible Com., p 134b
2. J+ Enstings, The Greater Mer and Women of the Bible, Vol. ii; p. 3, 4
3. gray, Critieal Introdusction to 0. T., p. 19




Q

there are ummlstakable allusicns to laws now in the Pentateuch kaving been
written prior to the narrative that refers to them. Thus the Pentatench -

drasrs upof; if it does not astually insorporate, previously independent

lagal documents.

Further evidence of the incorporation of earlier writings inte the
Pentateuch is verified by the considerable number of poems attributed to
several differont sources. 3Some of these poems are; the song of Lamech
(gen. 4;23f), the ourse of Koah (Gen. 9:26f), a divine oracle (Gen. 25:23),
the blessings of Isaac {Gan. .27; &7-29, 39f}, and the blessing of Jacob
{(Gen. 49; 2~27), the song of Moses (Ex. 15:1-18), the song of Miriam (Ex.
15: 21}, & poetical fragment oited from the Rook of the Wars of Yahwsh
{Fum. 21:14f), a folk-song {Hwa. 21:17f}, a passn recited by the profes-
sional reclters (Heme 21:27-30), songs of Balsam {Fum. 23:7=-10, 18~24;
24:3-9, 15-24),; tho song of Moses (Deut. 32;1-43), and the blessing of
Moses (Deut. 33;1-29),

It is evident then that to & corsiderable extent the Pentateuch is a
eompilation of legal documents, and poems, of whioch some at least hed
already been oommitted to writing!t So the wodern oritic has come to the
coneluslon that the Pentateuch is neither the work of a single author, nor
the product of a single age, but a compllation from & number of older and
originally independent works, separated from each other in date by several
centuriés. The Hexateuch is *™the result of the fusion of four documents,

eash of wkick appears to be the work, mot of a single author but of &

~r

‘o Bum. 213 14




O

group of writers belonging to the same period or the same oircle, &
school®,b

The first dooument is known as the wjahwist™. Its narrators asserted
in naive fashion that the earlier nations already knew God as "Jahweh", 8o
their document ia Xnown by ths‘nb‘nretiat.ion uJv, They probably wrote in
Judsh during the nineh. and eighth eenturies.® Kkittel believes in the
valldity of J- to the extent that he claims J to be one author. He regards

J a¥ ¥a personality of the firgt rank, & man of decided moral and relig-

| 0 seoept the theory of Bpudde, Gunkel, Gornill, and Lods that J represents

a gompilation of a school. RBrightman says in swmmarizing the unity of 4,
wit is not a completely smooth and consscutive narrative written at one
time, but 1t is {with ocertain qualiﬂcatiéns] & unity in the main type of
thought, expresaion, religious mood, social and ethical outlook &and
historieal background; so that the J literature as a whole plainly belongs
together, as contrasted with E, D, and P typesw.®

About the same time, in faot Budde calis J and E, "comprehensive,

contemporaneous, literary lc:shocvla“,9 but no doubt a little later there

These suthors always carefully employed the title elohim as & designation

for cod until such time in their narrative when He allowed ioses to revesl

Hinm by the destinotive name Jahwah.m

ious unigueness”. Others too hold this same opinion, but we are more prone |

B Lods, Iarael, p. 11 .
6., Jbid 2 iz

7. Brightman, Sources of the Hexateuoh, p. X
8. 1Ibia, 21.

- 9. Ibid, p. 21

10. EBx. 3

was composed in the Korthern or Ephraimite kingdom the Elohist history (E}. L
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5. Hastings has to say of these two documents and their compilation,
*fhe principal materials out of which the two narratives wers coustructed
were pertly oral traditien, and partly written laws. Exerpts from these
two sourges were combined together, 20 &8 to form a single continuous
zarrative (.JE'.), by & ocompiler, or redactor {R. .95 ), who sometimes at
the same time made slight additions of kis own, usually of a hortatory er
didactie oharacter, and who lived probably in the early part of the
seventh century". "Thus the Bible began to taske form, and into it was in-
oorporttedrthe historic oral and written traditions and documents out of
which we must take our informestion ooncerning iloses. Each period adding
the flavor of its own age paturelly would throw .i1¢5: own interpretations
upon the character and work of Moses. So as we go to the third sourge of

information comeerning Moses, let us keep in mind the great gap in time

i since Moses lived before the Bible account was sotuslly written.

Yory different is the character of the third school that contributed

to the oomposition of the Hexateuch, the "Deuteronomist"school {D). Its

principal contributiorn is the vook of Deuteronomy, ;i least chapters 1-31
of the actusl book, & aollection of laws and admonitions most ocertainly
edited in the seventh and sixth centuries by the instigators and defenders
¢f the great ritual and ethical reform arising from King Jomiah's attempt
in 622 to apply the principles of the ﬁrophots. ‘This redacting infiluence
continued, "The Deuteronomist scheel of redsotors has recast the earlier
sources of J and B, already combined, in order te bring them into agreement

with the ideas of the reformers".” Hastings believes that the tonme and

| point of view of J& s akin to the writings of the great prophete; the

o T P e

l. Leds, Isrsel, p. 12
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addition which seem to be due to the compiler approximate in both style
and sharaater to Deuteronomy"” d It was this ook, discovered in the temple,
that formed the basis of the religious reform undertsken by King Joslah as
regorded in 11 Kings 22 and 23.

Pinslly, we must deal witk the priestly schocl (P), whieh grew up
after the destruotion of the temple in 586 B. . when the Temple ritual
consequently was abolished for a period during the Babylonian eaptivity.
Certain of the priests, among whom was Eseklel, sodified lii: the formation
of a new rituasl end temple law. From this school came several small
collections of laws.2 The greatest work ef them all was the casting into
historieal form the system of successive establishments by Jabhweh of
various Jowlsh ritual imstitutions through the sges. This la kmown &s the
Priestly éode (P},

Maay of these laws sanetioned by the Priestly school oan be . yiewdd
88 - being comparatively aneient, bdbut through the introduction of meny
new rules, they_attenpted to purify as well as oodify these snclent laws.
There 18 & unamity s&mong the oritics as to the unity of P. Brightmen says,
#The literature in this collection of higtery and laws 1s a unity in the

spiritual secpse-~it embodies unified ideals and umes & unified stereotyped

vocabulary; but in the sense of being written by one author or at one time,

it 1s eertainly not a unity {(se all, even Driver)*.®

1a order thet we might see the Hexmteush in ita historical perspestive

8. R. Driver suggests that we think of 1t as a series of atrata: "the

oldest and the lowest stratum consisting of JE-~for J and E, as they are

£ )

1. Eastings, Greater Mem and Women of the Bible p. 4

Be 40-48 Vs 1=7; 1lelb 17"35 eta.
3. fl{ﬂmnz §ousass of the oxatendh, p.203




ery simllar in character and tome, may, for praotical purposes, be grouped
ogether in a single stratim--expanded here and there by additions made by
B; the second stratum consisting of the discourses of Deuteronomy, written
n the 7th sentury B. C., and combined with JE not long afterwards; and the
ird apd latest stratum consistimg of Pr,.1
" In semcluding it may be said that the J parrative is the oldest of all
Rhese sources, and as R.L.Ottley says, "most nearly represents the anclent
popular tradition concerning the events of the Exodus; but it must be borre
in mind that both J and E are parted by & gulf of some centuries from the
ingidents which they record, and in point of fact embody the 1deas of a
late age respecting Moses and his work®.?

B. Jowlsh Traditien.

B vhas has
ghere 1s an immense amount of Jewish traditiox: /gathered about

s68. Many of these are ocollessted in Jesephus, Ant. ii-iv, C. Aplon;
hilo, Vits Moysis; Eusebius, Praep. Eve. 9; then slso in the Targuns andi

abbinieal eommentaries; and in the pseudepigraphal worke ascrived to Moses.
|

| utside of the Biblical accounts we find little of real value.
J. B. Lauterbach, s Rabbl of New York City, in writing on this tradi- |
.tiom tells us th&t,"’ﬁms is the most frequently of all Biblical personages
lsubjected te legendary exegesis and poetic haggadsb®, The osuse for this
is because of the many sided proficiency of this libverstor, lawgiver, and
leader. Lasuterbach says, "a cycle of legends has besn woven arcund nearly
every tralt of his charseter and every event of his life; and groups of

letories have been oonneeto?l with his career".® For our purpose here it

le Se Re Driver, Tho Book of Exodus, xii
The Rel £ gl




would be slmost impsssible to winnow sything of value from this swilderness
of shaff", In the words of Dr. James Hastings, "Speaking generally, the
student of the 0ld Testamest histery may set the whole on one siden.l

O+« Prophstic Literature of the 014 Testament.

The importance of the pérsomality to the propheis can hardly de
overestimased. The Deutervaomist states well thie comsensus of opinion
smOng the prophets, prissts, and people, "There hnrth not arisen a prophet
sines in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord kmew facs to face".” is
B+ Kautssch points out in his article "Religlon of Israel* it has been feit
to be very surprising that in the 0ld %estament, and especially in the
Prophets, she references te Moses are so few in number and s¢ late in daté.
Apart from an interpolation added i Hesea 12; 14, "By a prophet the Lord
brought Isrsel up out of Egypt, and by & prophet was he preserved~. We
find allusions to Hoses and Aaron &8s the deliverers of the people in Mieah
6:4 (along with Miriam, and the attributing of this passage to Mlcah is
strongly comtested}, . Samuel 12;6, 8 (in & Deutercnomic address), Paalms
105; 6; 106;16. Moses, alone as leader of the people, is pointed to in
two references.

1. Iegsiah &3:11-13, "Then he remembered the days of old, Moses and
his people saying, 'Where is he that brought them up out of the sea with
the shepherds of his fleokst where is he that pﬁt his holy Spirit in the
midst of them? that osused his glorious aym to go to the right hand of

Mosest that divided the waters befare them, to make himself an everlasting
nsme? that let them through the depths, as & horse in the wilderness, so

3 2k

1. greater Men and Womer of the Bible, p. 6
2. Deuteronomy 34:10

T
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Jeremish, and that 1t is thus evidently a mere accident that he is not

that they stumble mt?‘r _

In Psalms 106:32, "They angered him also at the waters of Meribah, so
that it went ill with Moses for their sakes". This inatanee of iioses
jpecoming involved in the sins was because of his importance and want of
faith as recox@ed in Numbers 20:12 and Deuteronomy 1;37; 4:21f. 'The power
of Moses's intercession with Ged is mentioned in Psalms 106: 23
nTherefore ke aald. t!:s‘l.'r he would destroy them,

Ead not Meses his ohosen stood befors him in the breach,

To turn away his wrath, lest he should destroy them".

AS W. A. Shelton oxpiaimn:- Athis is but to show how "over and over again
they would have perished had it not been far iloses; ioses was fheir bumen

saviowr*.l Phis instance of the worshiping of the Golden Calf 1s desoribed

in Exodus 32 and Deuteronomy 9:8f, and Jersmiah 15:1 "Then said Jehovah
to me, Though Moses and Samuwel stoed before me, yet my mind would not be
toward this people: east them out of my sight and let them go forth",
which reference is to Exodus 32:11-14 and Numbers l4:15-20,

This latter passage shows full well the ilmportance of MNoses to

more freguently menfionod elaewhere.

Kore sirange still is thé faoﬁ that Moses is hardly known to the
Propheis and Psaims as the founder of a religion. Thers are but two
references. One\’is in Paalms 99: 6 where Moses and jaron zre oslled
npriests®, and 103:7.

Let us point out here that over against this apparent failure to recog-

nize Hoses i3 the fact that throughout the whole of the (0ld Pestament ali

1. Abingdon Bible Commentary, p. 577
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the various legialations, with the exesption of Esekiel 40-48 are Qaid. to
be either introduced, or written down dy him. xR.Kauizsch points out that
"Fhis would be quite unintelligable unless thers had been an indelible
recollestion whioh demanded his resognition as the real author of religious
traditions and institutions, so that later codifiscations oould obtain
1ilthor1ty only if they were carried baek to his weightier nume.....30 far
ﬁ-oa being looked upon &s forgery, it was regarded as a sacred duty to give
s Noses's own words anything that had to be promulgated for the good of
the peopls in gontinuation of his work and in the sense and spirit of his
laws (for instanoce, and very speoially, the legislation of Deuteronomy].
Phe idea of forgery is out of the question herer.l
Do Hew Testament |

In the Hew Testament are found frequent references to Moses, dut
as 2 whole there is nothing added to the 0ld Testament narrative. In some
instances these are a varlation from the Massoretisc text, or the tradition
fourd in the Pontatenoh,z but theas changes ia xn0 way erhance the geperal
history of Moses. In still other sases the New Testament follows tradlition
in obtaining new features from the 0ld Testament interpretation. One good

example of this is found in Hebrews 1ll: 24~-26. *"Moasea, when he grew uwp,

" |irefused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to be

ovil entreated with the people of (od, than to snjoy the pleasures of sin
for a season; asoording to the reproach of Chriat greater riches than the
treasures of Egypt: for he looked gnto the reasompense of the reward. By

faith he forsook Bgypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured,

l¢ Dictionary of the Bidble, Extra Yolume, p. 62éa
2. 1I cerinthians 3:13; Hebrew %:4 (Cf. Rum. 17:10)
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as leo;nc him who 1is 1ntiaib_1_e_;" ot cou;u we k;ow from the 0M~§ostau;1t-
narrative that Moses did not leave Egypt because of faith, dut rather for
nfear#, "and Moses feared, and said, Surely this thing ie known".l He had
kiiled an RBgyptian and Phsraoh found it out, "Now when Fharaoh heard this
he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face ¢f Pharsoh, and
dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat sown by & well®,? J!s aceount
doesn't sound much like any refusal at being oalled a son of Pharaoh's
daughter, nor yet of any faith in the invisi®ie. The visior of the invia-
ible did not come until the event of the Burning dbush siter Moses was al-
ready in the land of Mldian some time later.”®

$imilarly, St. Stephen,® 1B stating that uomes "was instructed im aill
]the wisdom of the Egyptians"™, that he was 40 years when he fled from RBgypt,
that he spent 40 years in Midian, are obviously dedusted from the 0Old
Testament statements that lMoses was brought up as the *son of Pharaoh's .
daughter®, and from the chronology of the Pentateuch,

Hewever, there are a few statements about iioses, found in the Hew
Pestament that we can scarcely attribute to any conjectural expansion of
0ld Testament marrative. 7These additions are for the most part derived
from apooryphal woril. in II Timothy 3:8, 9 we have thia reference “Jannes
and Jambros withatood Moses®, and "thelr folly.....cameé to be evident unto
men”, W. He Bemnett points out that Origonrsaid {on Matthew 27: 8l that
this 1s "taken from az apocryphal Book of Jennes and Jambres®.5 Also Jude 9
which speaks of "Miohael the arohangel, when contending with the devil he

disputed about the body of Moses", is another reference to an apocryphal

Bx. 2:14b

1.
3 E&i

4. ﬁ't. 7: 2b-41 sati _ . _




work, the Assumption of Moses.

»The New Testament constantly refers to the law of Moses", says W. H.
Bennett, "and to Moses as the founder of 014 Peatament religion, and refers
t0 the Pentateuch &s 'lloses"(l.uko 16:29)7,1 The prophetic atatus of

Noses 1z maintained in the New Teatament by a direoct quotation from Deut-

eronomy 18:15 as found in Aots 3:E2 "Mosea, indeed sald, a prophet shali

the Lord god raise up unto you from among your brethren, like unto me; to

|

|

|

I

'I

‘|

- him 2hall ye hearken ir zll things, whatsoever he shall apeak unto you", ‘I
At the Transfiguration ioses and Elijah some down to minister unto Christ. ”
I

i

E

They are representatives of the 0ld Testament dispensation, and with Christ
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: the law with the gospel, and Moses with Christ,d yet it keeps appealing to |

il
the Pentateush as predieting ths dispemsation of christ," 80 as o lmply
that what ioses was to the 0ld so is Christ to the new dispensation. The

|, comparison is well illustrated in Hebrews 3: 5, & where Christ is considered

indeed was faithful in all his house as a servant, for a testimony of those
things which were afterwards to be spoken; but Christ as a son, over his
kouse; whose house we are, if we hold fast our boldnesa and the glorying of

i
|
|
A8 greator than Moses, or in snother sense ss & Great Moses: %And Moses :
3
%
i
5
i
cur hope firmm unto the endn, il

|
|

1. Ibid, p. 447a | o
2. Ik. 9:31; of. 11 Peter 1:15 ;
3. Jn. 1:17 '
4., DPte 18;15-19 1in Acts 7:37 J
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-ofrermg proieciion and commerce o she people of ihisx secivion so devoid of

| School, “"was Qui.e agreed whai'Ain Qadeis is hardiy a suiiabie piace for anm

5. Other Sources (Archaeologicaijp

At best the archaeological sources are noi very gratlilying and offer
1ittle vindicative reward for the gquestioming mind reiaiive to Moses, In
fact, there im liitie in archaeciogy to justify any iniensive survey re-
garding his character and work, ©Some few discoveries have been made
regarding the sopography of vhe land snd 1i# habiiation during the time of
Mose=, but practicaiiy noshing remains to us relative to the person of Moses,

C.C.McComm, whiie making fieid wrips wish the Jerusalem School in
1930=-31, came into the viciniivy which has been greaily dispused as to

whether or not i¢ 1is whe site of Kadesh Barnea, He maker the following ob-

servavion as to the ferviiily of ihe land, “ihe presence or whe ruins such aH .

fégmd av Ki-inja, es-Sbeliah, and eisewhere in ihe Negeb is a suiriciemi
guarantee of ihe adbiiiiwy of wne land to suppori a iarger popuiation than it
now does."‘ the Governor of ihe Egypilian disirict of Sinail 1ig today devel-
oping the viciniiy below *Rin el-Qadeirat into lovely gardeh gpots, and

najural rescurces,
The wWoolley and Lawrence survey conducted before ihe war has gimost
discprded the "Purnbuii" discovery shat *Ain Qadeis is to be ideniiried with

Kadesh Barnea. 4o this "ihe Schooi Pariy", conducied by vhe Jerusaiem

encampment 0L even & Iew hnndred famiiies.” He goes ahead wo say, "'Ain ei-
adeirat couid supply a much larger mumber, bus uhe piace to W,%.Eiiis

seems oniy & liciie more iikeiy. Sseimeh is jusi as probavie., The
neighborhood o1 ine whree springs, Qoseimeh, Qadeiras, and Qadeis is uhe

mosy probable gatheringplace ror fugivive nomad sribes on ihe way from the

1. MeCown, Aihe Field Yrips or the “Jerusalem School in 1930-3)%, D.cB
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east Delta to Canaan, lying as ii{ does Om an ancient route irom Egypt, but

noi on ihe more iravelled and doubiless betier defended road aiong ithe

coast, Bui ihis doe? not prove thai ihe modern name 'Ain Gadeis, wne weakes}

1
snd most distani oI ihe ibree springs is a reminiscence or Kadesh Byrnea,

2he location or these three springs is such that they  form an equiiateral
£rmgle. Iv is about 20 xilomeiers rrom Qoseimeh w0 'Ain Radeis amd abdous
10 kilometers rrom Yoseimen vo 'Ain eirSadsirat roraing she uhird side of
iho trianglie, with 'Ain el-Qadeiras forming whe apex,

Nekson Giuneck, who accompanied vhe Jerusgiem Schooi on their "Explora-
tions in Eastern Paiest¢ine and Hegob"ail 19534 came Lo the conclusion, in
conjunction with Dr, Albright, iban uhe sherds in uhe viciniuy of *Xin el-
Qadeirat beiong to vransiivion Barly Irom I-Il, exiending for he mos. part
approximately from the i{emih w0 vhe eighih cenvaries JB.(:‘.3 4his, o0, 18
the conelusion drawn frem ihe tindings of Woolley and La.wrcnce.‘ Above ihe
'Ain GQadeirai, on the souvh ®mide of uhe Wadl Qadeirat, they found a convem-
porary Iron Age site, probably a waich-iower, wnich vhey believe was oc-
cupled by she Nabstaeans, jJudging rrom the sherds found shere, At the
os};er WO sites, mentvioned above, thay fownd no irace or occupavion auring
she Early Iron Age.

Or hp three sources oOf water supply in ihie¢ region, namely, 'Ain
Qoseimeh, 'Ain Qadeis, and 'Ain Qadeiras, ihe last meniioned is the
sirongesi. ‘the fact thai i was chosem az the site of a forirese during che
Iron Age, beitween uhe venih and eighih cemvuries B.C, ieads Glueck %o be-
lieve "ibhat if any one siie is 0 be idemiviiied wivh Kadesh Barnes, *Ain
Qadeirat seems o be uhe mosi iogical choice.” #ihe 10Biress," he wayse,

wag built on the Bite where several cemturies eariier ihe ceniral wmcamp-

i. McCown, Field irips, p.26 2. Glueck, No. $5, DPp.35=<i
3. Ibid., P.i9 4—Ruileiin-Ne. 52,—psh
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ment of ihe Israslites war iocated during theu:nsojoi‘rn in 3inaf.....a8li
three springs of Qoseimen, Qadein, Qndeirat musi have served he needs of

1
vhe wanderers.” He ends his anaiysis of she rindings dy swating that "In

all probabiiity, ihe torireszs of 'Ain Qadeirat represemis ihe oniy Iron Age
psevilemeni in southwesiern Palestine and adjaceni Sinai in ihe area south of
of she Beersheba iine and wesy ot «he 'Aqobl.h."? Uf courde, he does nov ine
fer ;haf this iack of evidence would depreclate ithe facv orf the Hebrew res-
iamce here, ifor i+ is possibie .has such evidence may be later iccated,
bui it is oniy another example of the deaf ear turned by archaeoiogy to
those seexing evidence o vindica.e the higsoriciey of Moses and ihe Exodus
from Egypt.

In this same research, Giueck fownd ithai vhe Edomive kingdom had a
swrangely organiszed miiicary froniler, wish an inuricaie sysiem of fore
resses, He mays, "1i Decomes wndersiandabie why the ILsraeiit{es couid not

g0 through Edoa afier iransii permiseion had been refused vhem, buv bad to

3 .
goaround 1t on sheir way «0 uvhe Promised Land,” ihe iroa.ier vi .ne Ioabith

e Iound %o Ye much weaker, so i. was ithas the Israeiites went through Moadb
rasher than Edom, as recorded in Jhe E na.rra.uve.‘

I: was during tnis journey ibai vhe Israeiilies murmured againsi Mozes
becanse 01 ithe dirricuivies o1 he way, and God senl vhe deadly serpenis,
when Moses interceded ior the people,Gd wold Moses o mount a bronze ser-
Pl on & poie, had Lhose bi.t.ten who iooked upon i mighs be cured, Giueck

states, "Moses could have secured (he Ores 0 make uhe bronge serpent from

copper and iron ore deposiis and mines which huve been discovered by the

| expedision in whe vicinity of Mt.Horeh and in .ne *Arabah on vhe way W

1. Buileiin, No. 55, P20
2, Ibide, D.&i
3. Ibide, Deif
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i
Wi Ked Sea.”

Lel us now cowe o Ltae region of Mé., Nebo. In tnis vicinily Professor
Gluegck has found iwo Eariy Iron Age sites dating from the tairteeniy to the
oighth century B.C. A few kibomelers noriheast of Mi. Nebo, at Khirbet
arn Kibsh, he lound an exiensive Bronse Age siiec wikich could e dated Dy
the poitery iound on iis wurface beilweem <£200-)600 BC, :dﬁu, he ejacuiates
that between these w0 periods shere was “a biank period,” walch exiended
down {0 «he ihirieenih cenvwry, sben i(here «as no occnpa'uioh in vhe ragion;

rhe 80ii of ihe aransjordan wag and gilii ig very richi. ihere are
numerous springs, she soll ig good, and vhe minera) wea.ith is considerable,
it wad in This fertile region Thav Moses siood o gaze wpon iLhe Promised
i.and acrose Whe Jordmm, and To uhe wedt., Glueck belleves Lhai ulie igrael-

ie8s would bave remained here hud i+ no« beea oocupied, BO he draws she

-foliowing conciusion: "As a resuls oif whe discoveries lagy year snd this

year in Mosb and Edom, i\ is impossibie 0 escape whe conciusion shat the

| Exodus or vhe Israeiibes through souihern irsnsjordan could hos have iakem

place before the shirveenth ceniywxry B.C., It will be recallied accordiiug o
tihe Biblicai account in Numbers 20, thai lsraei begged iLone Edcamites in vuin
for permission 0 t{raverse theilr ierrivory on vhe way ic ihe Promised Land.
+*his permission was reiused .he Ismneliites, who were compeiied o go around
vhe lgnd of Bdom, Had the Exodus ithrough vhe Yransjordan .aken piace belore
uhe ubirieenth century B.l., «be leraeii.es wouid have round neivher
Edomives nor Moabi.em wito could have given or withhelid permission wwo ira=-

verse uheir ierrivories. Indeed, uhe Izraeilies, had wney arrived on .he

1. Builesin, No. 5§, p.&7
2. 1bid., p. 13
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scehe firsi, wounid probably have occupied ail souvhern ¥ransjordan Lhemgeive

1
and lefs vhe Promised Land for iscer comers.,”

George A Bari.on m deaiihg wiih Moses and vhe Exodus meniiondg only wwo
sources wiich bear bus a remove impiication ror inie period. uhe trirse is
uhe “Legend oI Sargon or Agades,” 0. wnich he says, “ihe parsiieiisa betweem
the ;ecrou birsa, che exposure, uhe rescue, and vne adop.iom o1 Sn.rgoﬁ, ang

Wne accouns 01 wne secrei birsh, expomure, rescue, and adopidmn or Moses
F
in Exodus 2:i=10 is Loo close w0 be accideneai,.- Conservasive scholiars,

nowever, hold uhas, iI uhe legend oi Sargom i hissorical, i¢ merciy af-
fords an uamplé of a siriking coincidence or events 0x two independent
liven,

qhe mecond, the "Pillar o: Mermepitha? 15 a source which add=z comrusion
racher than aid w0 vhe swory. 1+ was in vhe fifsh year or King Mernepoha
{1éc5~1et 5 B,C,), commoniy vhoughy vhe Pharaoh o1 vhe Exodus, Jhav vhe
plilar was vhus inscribed:

*1he kinge areé over.arown, sayingt 'saiasam'?
No. one hoide up his head smomg vhe nine bowa,
Wasied is Yemehln,

Kheta is paciried,

Plumdered is Canasn wiih every evil,

Carried orr is Askelom,

Seixed upon is Gerer,

Ietioam is made as a vling no. exiswing,

Israci ig desclaved, hig seed is nos;

Palesiine hae become a widow ror Egyps.

All lands are mnived, uhey are paciried;

Everyone Jhaw is vurvuiemns is boun63by King Mernepsha,
who gives liie iike Emn every day."

Sines vhis is uvne oniy documen. vhav men.ions Israei, cutzide ihe

Bibie, during vhis age, iv 18 liuvle wonder shav oniy disrupsion resultvs

from iv, ‘"he quesvion is, how couid he subjses Israel in Canasn whiie she

i, Buliﬁllm, No. b" P.lb ]
2é Bar.éh, Archaeoiogy and vhe Bible, p. 330
3, 1bid., D. 336
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wa® #2vill in Egppt or some place in ihe Wilderne=zs? ‘rhe answer is hat we
do nos know, ‘here are many vheories, One oi vhem 18 ibai vhere were iwo
periods or Exodus: one in wne eighteemih dynasiy, and anociher under Mern-
epvhn in uhe nineieemdh, Siilii snother iheory is chai only whe Joseph
wribe was in Egypsé, and vhe ovher eribes were in Cansam, and i, was wo
vhese ¢hae oe insorip.ion reiers. Wwiuwh Proressor Bar.on we mus. say,

1
“All schoiarg would wesicome wore itniormasion on vhese probiems,”

i. Bartéa, Archaeology and ihe Bible, p.339
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I - MOSES DEALT WITH IN THE HISTORICAL DOCUNENTS
A, Authorship of the Pentateuch.

1. Arguments Regarding Mosaic Authorship.

It is a8 tradition of old standing among both Jews} and
Christians® that the History and law Book, comprised undexr the
name ¢f "The Five Books of Mosea", came from the pen of Lioses
himgelf. Ilatthews tells us, "Previous to the middle of the
18th century the answer seemed comparatively simple. Christ-
ian tradition affirmed, though not with unanimous voice, that
Moses wrote the Pentateuoch, and Joshua wrote the book that now
bears his name....lheories arose explaining the relation be=-
tween 'Moses and Ezre as law givers, as to how lioses wrote the
account of his own death, as to why some hooks were anonymous
3

and others were ascribed to definite authors.'"

As Kittel and others readily contend "The assertion

that Moses composed the Pentateush carnot be proved. Along wit

this the belief that the Book of Joshus was written by its
hero falls to the ground."4 However, this does not discredit
the internal evidence of portions of the Pentateuch which at-
tributes its composition to Moses. It is true that lioses did
possibly write portions of the Pentateuch, but "these passages

never speak of anything beyond the individual sections of the

l. Ezra 3:2; 7:6; IIChr., 34:14

2. Mt., B8:4; Ik, 7:10; Ik. 20:37; etc.,
5. -O8T, Life and Lit., pp.22,23.

4, Hist. of the Hebrew, Vol. I, p.28




||whole.....This is the ocase with the defeat of the Ammlekites,
the Book of the Covenant, the history of the encampments
(Exodus 17:14; 24:4,7; 34:287; Numbers 33:2, and the central
part of Deuteronomy.l

The legal part of the Hexateuch puts it beyond doubt
that the laws were neither written by one author nor at one
and the same time. This alone makes it clear that the great
body of the Hexateuchal laws cannot have heen sdited by lMoses
| or have originated in his time.

Let us, however, not eonjecture that the arguments of

liosaioc authorship have no following., DPr. Eiselen has discussed

these arguments at length.2 He gives a summary of these argu-~
ments under the four headings: indirect evidence, externsal
evidence, direct internsl evidence, and indireot intermal evi-
dence, - which he oonsiders the greatest of them all. What-
ever weight or value these arguments may have for the student
he sums up in the following statement: "The only conclusion
warranted by these facts may be briefly expressed in thesge
wordg: Whatever may be the time of the final composition or
compilation of the Pentateuch, it ocontains elements, hoth

historical and legal, which may have originated in the days

of Lioses, These elements were later modified in the spirit of

the first great leader; and the result ®f this development,

1. History of the Hebrews Vol. I,pp.28,29
2. The Book of the Pentateuch, Chs, 4-7
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ocontinuing throughout several centuries, 18 embodied in the
present Pentateuch,"l
2. Theories of the Composition of the Fentateuch.

Through the tireless efforts of an investigation begun
by Astruo and taken up by other scholars of the latter part
of the 18th and first part of the 19th centuries - among whom
were such men asg J,G. Eighorn,, W.M.L. DeWette, T.Bleek,
H.,EBwgld, F.Tuch, X.D.Ilgen, H.Hupfield, and K.H.Graf - wvarious
theorles were proposed regarding the compilation of the Penta-
teuch, The first of these theories is the"¥ragment Theory,"
which looks upon the ceompilation of the Pentateuch as "an
agglomarétion of longer and shorter fragments, between which
no threads of continuous connestion could be traced."? This
theory was quite conceivably derived from the abrupt law sect-
iona of the Pentateuch. The second theory is the "Supplement
Theory." ihis theory makes the Elohistic author first snd the
Jahvistio writer being & later writer who revised the Elohig-
tic edition, and made various supplements., He placed the

Deuteronomist as latest among the editors.3

The third theory
pointed out by Dr, Eiselen is the "Document Theory." He 80
degignates 1t because it best "suggeats the characteristic
of thls theory, though in a sense the other two theor;es were

T also document theories. The discovery of a second Elohim

1. Eiselen, The Pentateuch, Its Origin: and Development, Abing-

don Bible Commentary, pp.l135,136
2. Ibid., p.l1l36
3. Ibld., p.136
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gource by H,Hupfield in 1853, and a better interrelation of |
the different literary layers of the Pentateuch have led us .
to the belief that the materials there come from at least four :

documents., These four documents sre mosat generally recognized

by the symbols J, E, D, P. The Graf-Wellhsusen Theory is the
one most commonly accepted among scholars today. "The first,
called J, i.e. the Jehovistic document, used in the sections
narrating events prior to the eall of llcgea the divine name |
Jehovah; E, the Elohistic document, uses in the corresponding y
sections the divine name, Elohim; D, the Deuternoomic Code, |
furnishes the heart of the present book Deuteronomy; P, the
priestly Code, is a document combining both history and law, E
which owes its name to the fact that it was written from a |
déistinotly priestly point of view. These four documents are ‘
thought to embody material taken from still earlier sources
which have an independent existence in written form."l

The Graf-Wellhausen Theory is the one most ocommonly

|
aoccepted among scholars today., This theory substantiates the J
Document Theory. It fixes the dates of origin for these
|
|

doouments as follows: for J, sbout 850 B.C.; E, about 750 B.C.}

2

D, about 650 B.C.; P, about 500-350 B.C. The moholars in a

i
greet many instances are taking variance with this view that ‘

the doouments were originated at these times. Kittel, Gunkel,

i
1. Kiselen, The Pentateuch, Abingdon Bible Commentary, p.137 |
2, 1Ibid., p.137; of. Brightman, Sources of the Hexateuch, %
v PPei=2. %

'
|
|
|
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and others hold that much of the materials "originated very

early and was handed down, orally or in written form, until

finally it was given a place in the longer documents."l

The wvarious doouments ag we have them in our Bible

have, of course, to be separated. This involves a huge prob- |

lem of higher oritieism into which we cennot delve at this

point. It is our purpose only to note these arguments in pass-h
I
ing, and then to use these documents that we may discover the i

d
Moses of each document, and then, finslly, to resurrect, so T

far as possible, the historical Mosges.

B. Mosges of the J Narrative.

Some have despaired of separating J and E because of
their parallelism and union almost everywhere from Exodus to 1
Joshua by the Deuteronomio editor. Wellheusen has called the :
JE document the ﬁd} or the Deuteronomic edition, as we have ﬂ
it in the Cld Testament sccount today. Kittel states the '
most widely accepted view of the critic on the J and b ac-
counta: "But as a matter of fact such abundant traces of these
original sources ocome to light as to compel the historisn to ﬂ
fix hia attention on each by itself wherever the two oldest

agcounts can be distinguished."2 : |

1. Eiselen, The Pentateuch, Abingdon Bible Commentary,
¢f. Kittel, History of Hebrews, p.29f. i
2. Klttel History of the hebrews, Vol. I, p.192
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Moses from Bgypt to lount Sinai

1. The Israelites oppresséd by Tharsoh. ?
Exodus 1:8-12, 20b. f

J says nothing of the parentage of ioses. The refer-

|
|
|
!
|
|
|
ence to "Aaron the Levite my brother™is held by W.H.Beunnett !
to be a title rather than a geneiiec name.l-But the fact that ﬂ
J speaks of Jacob's descendants in Egypt and measures taken ?
against them by Fharaoh, especially the measure of the slaying I
of the make children of the Israelitea, does attest the
fact that there was some original "fuller narrative, ruunning

parallel to the one we now have.”g The J statement was omitted

pogsibly because of its identity or contradiction with E.

|
\
2. loses murders an kgyptian.

Exodus . 2:11-14.

Moses' first appearance in J is as & young man who had
Just "grown up." He amites the Egyptian task-master for abus- |

ing his Hebrew kinsmen, and the Egyptian dies. When lNoses

rebukes & Hebrew the following day, to his dismay, the Hebrew

rebukes him in turn for his deed the preceding day.

S. lloges in the land of Midian marries Zipporah, i
' i

Exodus 2:15, 16-22.

When FPharaoh heard of what Moses had done, he sought

1. Hastings, Bible Dictiomnary, p.439sa
2. Kittel, History of the Hebrews, Vol. I, p.l1l93
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to kill lMoses, so lMoges fled from Egypt and went to the land
of Midian. A4s Jacob met Rachel &t the well, to help her draw
water for her father's sheep, 80 Moses meets the damghters of
Reuel, Priest of iiidian, and helps them to water their sheep,
in spite of the shepherds' flooks. He married Zipporah, one
of the seven daughters, and had one son, Gershon,.
4. Moses commissioned to free the Hebrews: the burn-
ing bush.
Exodus R2:23a; 3:2-48,56,7,8,16-18; 4:1-16,19-20a,
22-23.
After some period of time the king who sought lLioges'
life died. Then one day the angel of the Lord appesred to

Moses in a burning bush that was "not consumed.”™ Moses

turned agside to see this strange thing, and Jehovah spoke unto

Moses, "Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy'ground."1 Jehovah told Hoses
of the sufferings of His people in Egypt, and His purpose to
deliver them from the Egyptians and bring them to the land of
Ganaan.2 logesa wag to repeat this message unto the elders of
Israel and was to go up to Pharaoh requesting that he permit
the Israelites to make a three days' journey into the wilder-
ness to saorifice to Jehovah.

Mosea feared that they would not believe that Jehovah

had appeared unto him, Whereupon Jehovah gave lioges three

l. Exodus 2:5
2. Brightmen, Sources of the Hexateuch, p.8l1 attributes

Exodug 2:17 to Redgector.
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gigns with whioh to oconvinece them: & rod turned into a ser- i
pent, and back agein into a rod; his hand made leprous when
placea on his bosom, and restored when it was a gsecond time
plucked out of his bosom; and water poured upon the ground 3
from the Nile river was made blood. Then, &t Jehoveh's conm-
mand, liogses performed the first two of these signs in Jehovah'si

pregsence.

|
Moges was s8till reluctant because he was not eloguent. |
Jehovah answered him, "I will be with thy mouth and teach thee
what thou shalt say. Lioges was 8till not satisfied and begged
Jehovah to send some other messenger, Jehovah in his anger
gave Aaron a3 a gpokesman to the peOple.l Jehovah then told
loges ™in Midian" to take his wife and sons and return unto
Egypt for all those who sought hig 1life were dead, %

W.H.Bennett believes there was only one son, because H

there was only one sor mentioned in kxodus 2:22,2 but I ﬁ
believe this ia & baBeless argument in that the account does H
not attempt to give perfect genealogy, the purpose here being
to relate rather Jehoveh's message unto liocses. He further
contends that "on the way, or even affer Lioses reached Goshen,
the angel of Jehovah appeared unto him in a burning bush, s, "0

This, toe, I believe is best anawered by Exodus 2:19 which

says, "Jehovah said unto lioses in Midian, Go return unto Egypt!*

|

1., Hastings, Bible Dictionary, p.43%b
2. Ibid., p.439
3., Ibid., p.439a
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Another much disputed point here 1s the reference to

Aaron &3 Mosesa' spokesman., Bennett thinks, "It is doubtful

whether J, at any rate in its earliesl form, mentioned Aaron.“l

Dillmann regards the prominent pogition given to Aaron as a
mark of J; but Wellhausen® and Stade hold that J does not
mention Aaron, Kittel argues the point at length.3 "Both in
d and E Moses himsalf is his own spokesman before rhareaoh,
whereas in P Aaron speaks and acts for lioses as the latter
direots." Aaron thus only appears when he is to act as an.
intercessor., HKis appearance is not consistent. "JE cannot
have brought in Asron &8 a pure invention."™ The ways by

which Aaron is brought in, not consistently, would lead him

to believe, "This proves that we have an originsl text to desal

with, and not & designed editorial gorrection, ™

5, The institution of cirocumcision.

Exodus 4:24-~-26.

At a caravanserail as Moses went on the way to Hgypt,

God sought to kill Hoses because he was uncircumcised.

Zipporah was able to avert the wrath of God by cutting off the

foreskin from her son with a f£lint, and threw it at the feet
of loses., This is an ancient agscount of the origin of circum-

cision.

1. Hastings, Bible Dictionary, Vol. III, p.439

2., Xittal, History of the Hebrews, Vol. I, pp.l193-5
3. 1Ibid, p.l94

4, Xittel, History of the Hebrews, Vol. I, pp.194-5
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6, lioses in Egypt.
a. Appeal to Pharaoh.
Exodus 4:29-31; 5:3,56-23; 6:1

Moses (with Aaron) delivered Jehovah's message to the
eldera of the Israelites and showed them the signs, lioses
(accompanied by Aaron) goes before Pharach to request the re-

lease of the Israelites for a three days' journey that they

1
might sacrifice to Jehovah in the wilderness. TFharaoh refuses |

the reguest snd inoresses their tasks instead. The people alll

turn to Moses (and Aaron) reproaching them, lioses then goes
to Jehovah for cgounsel, which he receives. Jehovah declares,
"Now shalt thou see what I will do unto Pharasoh: for by a
gtrong hand shall he let them go, and by a strong hsnd shall
he drive them out of his land," At the ocommend of Jehovsah,

Liogses inflicted upon the Egyptians seven plagues.

b. The firat plague: The Nile becomes foul,
Exodus 7:14-15s,16-178,18,21a,24-25,

At Jehovah's gommand Moses sought Pharach's congent
for the people toc . sacrifice, which was refused. 30 all
the waters of LEgypt became foul, so that the fish died. This

lasted for seven days.

¢, The seoound plague: F¥rogs.

Exodus 8:1-4,8-1ba,
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At Jehovah's oommand Moges (apd Asronl) again urged

| Pharach with the threat of a plague of frogs to let the people

g0. FPharaoh refused, whereupon the plague was sent by Jehovah.
Pharaoh was 80 pestered by the frogs that he sent for loses,

and consented to let the Israelites go that they might sacri-

fice. When lloges entreated Jehovah, and the plague was stOppedﬁ

Pharaoh again hardened his heart,

d. The third plague: Plies (J only).
Exodus 8:20-32.

Early in the morning Moses stood before Fharaoh in
behalf of the people. Then came the swarm of flies as lloses
had said, and Pharaoh sent again for Moses, Moses told him
that the people would "sacrifice the sbominations of the
Egyptians to Jehovah their God.™ Pharaoh granted Moses his
request with the entreaty, "Ye shall not go very far away:
entreat for me,"™ DBut again Pharach "hardened his heart and

would not let the people go.

e. The fourth plague: Murrain (J only).
' Exodus 9:1-7.

A fourth time Moses was commanded by Jehovah to appear
before the Egyptians with & threat. Thisg was a threat of
murrain in which only Egyptian stock would be afflicted. And

l. This is consistently used here but will bve omlttea- it
may be the influence of & Redaotor.
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it was as Jehovah had spoken on the morrow, DBut Pharaoh wouidd

not let the people go.

f. The f£ifth plague: Hail.
Exodus 9:13-21,23b,24b,25b-34,

Again Jehovah sent lMoses to Pharach on the same mission
threatening the land with hail. The destruotion of the hail
and lightning +vas such that beasts and alllvegetation were
alﬁost completely destroyed throughout the length and breadth
of Egypt, except in Goshen, where the Israelites dwelt,

This time when FPharaoh sent for licses, he had a con-
fession to make. "I have sinned this time,™ he said; "Jehovah

nl KHoses went out

is righteous, and I and ny people are wicked.
and prayed unto Jehovah that the storm might cease, and the
storm ceased., But Pharaoh hardened his heart as lioses had
anticipated., ™"But for thee and thy servante, I know that ye
will not yet fear Jehovah God."g Moses continually displays
this peculiar insight into the nature of man, as well as that

of God.,

g. The aixth plague: ILocusts.
Ixodus 10:1-11, 13b, 14b, 154, 15¢-19.

When Moses made this entreaty, the servants of Pharaoh

1. Exodus 19:27
2. Exodus 19:30




intervened and asked Pharaoh to let the people go. Pharaoh
called Moses back to ask who was to go. DMoses told hLim that
flocks and herds, women and ohildren, as well as men must go.
Pharaoh answered that the men only might go. So the plague
ocsme, FPharaoh again asked forgiveness for his sin against not
only Jehovah this time, but against lioses also. The locusts

that came by the sast wind were then driven back by the west

j
wind and drowned in the Red Sea @0 that not one locust remainedL

h. The seventh plague threatened: The first-born.

Exodus 10:24-26,28-29; 11:4-8,

. Pharaoh called Moses this time and told him to go into
the wilderness to worship Jehovah, but not to take the flocks.
Moses told Pharaoh that it was essential to take the flocks
also for saorifice. Fharaoh threstened loges if he oeme to him
agein about the Israelites that he would have him put to death.
Thereupon Moses proolaimed & plague upon the firgt-born, that
their lives ghould be taken, of both man and beast, throughout
all Egypt; "But against any of the children of Israel shall

not a dog move his tongue."l

i. The Pasgover instituted in connection with the
glaying of the firat-born.
Excdus 12:21-27,29-34.

This is the origin of the “assover feast. The lamb

l. Exodus 11:7
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was slain and the blood sprinkled on the door post that the
deafh angel might pass over the houses of the Israelites. At
midnight the death angel smote all the first-born of the
Egyptians. So great was the haste of the people for the Is-
raelites to leave that the Israelites could not wait to bake
their bread, but took it unbaked upon their shoulders still im |
the kneading-trought The laws given by lMoses regarding the I
Pagsover are "mostly assigned to P, It may be J materisl, but I

il
owes its position to P."l i

7. Exodus from Egypt. |
Exodus 12:37b-39; 13:3-16,21-22. it

It was 8 "mixed multitude™ which went with the Israel-
ites when they left Egypt. The 600,000 referred to,in verse 37

is probably inserted by P. Guided by Jehovah in a pillar, Dby

day a c¢loud, by night a fire, Lioses led the Isramelites into the
| wilderness toward the Hed Sea. Some would make thig peculisr |
phenomenon equivalent to the volcaniec Mount Sinei which gave

forth fire and smoke to direot the people. J.F.Mclaughlin

points out that it was asn "ancient custom still in use by
Arabian caravansg, of carrying braziers with burning wood at

the head of a marching army.“l He continues that this is possi-
bly the "explanation of this phenomenon. If so, it was no

doubt given a religious significance, and was regarded as an

|
1. W.H.Bennett, Hastings Bible Diotionary, Vol. III, p.439b, !
Note 1l. |
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altar fire, symbolizing the divine presenoe.“l

8. Esoape by Crossing the Red Ses.
Exodus 14:5,6,108,11~-14,19b~-20,21b,24,25b,270,28D,
30,31,

Pharaoh, recovering from his terror, pursued the Is-
raelites with his srmy. 4t hls appearance the panio-gtriocken
Israelites turned upon Moses and upbraided him for bringing
then out of Egypt. He replied, "Fear not, be still, and gee
how Jehovah will deliver you today. You shall never see again
the Egyptians whom you saw today. Jehovah will fight for you,
and you shall hold your plaoe."2 The plllar placed itself
between the Hebrews and the Bgyptigns., Jehovah, by means of
a strong wind from the egst, drove back the waters, so that the
Israelites passed over by night; while from the pillar he
"discomforted” the Egyptians, so that they turned and fled;
but they perished in the midst of the Red Sea. The next morn-
ing the Isramelites saw the dead bodies of the Egyptians upon

the seashore.

9. The waters of Marah gnd Elim.
Exodus 15:22-25a,27.

From this scene of the Red Sea Jehovah led the people

into the wilderness, where they found no water until they ocsme

1, "Exodus", Abingdon Bible Commentary, p.264
2. Exodus 14:13-14
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to Mareh ("bitter™), where the waters were bitter. The people
murmured against Moses beoause of the bitter waters. Ilioses
then prayed to Jehovah, whereupon He showed i‘cses how to make
the waters sweet by using a certain tree. A4t their next camp-
ing place, Elim, they found twelve gprings, and seventy palm

trees,

1C. Bresd froﬁQaaven.

Exodus 16:4,5,13b-158,21.

Jehovah sent this bread from heaven daily that the
people might eat. It was small and round like hoar-frost, and

melted like honey with the coming of the hot sun.

11, lMassah: Tempting Jehovah.
Exodus 17, 1b,2,7.

At lMassah the people murmured against lioges because
they were again without water. He reproved them for tempting
Jehovah., How the water was produced J does not relate. The

place was called lassah ("temptation™) because they tempted

Jehovah.

Moses at lMount 8inai

l. Appesrance of Jehovah on $inai.

Exodua 19:2b-9,11b-13,18,20-25.

The next point in the narrative must be the srrival of

the Israelites at Liount 3inai., There is considersble confusion
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a3 to the site of the "Mount of God". The earlier sources of

|
the Pentateuch use different namea., J gpeaks of Sinai and E
of Horeb. D follows E, and P follows J. DBoth names are found

outside the Pentateuch; in the Song of Deborah we have Sinai,1

and Blijah f£lees to "Horeb", the "Mount of God".2 These ref-
erences would clearly imply that it lay to the south of Pales-
tine. "The traditionsl site is Jebel Husa, in the southern

portion of the 3insai peninsulae, but this identification cannot

be traced futther back than the 3rd century 4.D."d

Here at Sinal they encamped before the mount. Jehovah

came down upon Sinai, oaslled lioses to Him, and bade him charge
the people and the priests not to "breakx through unto Jehovah
to gaze....lest he break forth upon them."™ Bounds were sget

about the mount; to pass over them meant death. Jehovah comes

down upon the top of the mount in a dense cloud. Le 3pesks

to Moses only, and llogses delivers the message to the people,.

|
i
2., Appearance of Jehovah to liogses, Aaron, Kadab, and h
|
Abihu, and seventy elders.
|

Exodus 24:1-2,9-11.

3

loses, Asron, Nadsb, Abihu,and seventy elders went up, !

and beheld Jehovah afar off, and ate and drenk a covenant meal.!
Most oritics give this to E, but Brightman, Bacon, aund Dillmann!

give it to J.

1. Judges 5:4
2. I Kings 19:8
3. Robinson, History of Israel, Vol. I, p.82




3. Appearance of Jehovah anto lioses "Upon the Rock".

‘|
;i
II
|
Exodus 33:1-3a; Fumbers 11:11,12,15; Exodus 33:12- 28”
|
I
i

Jehovanh bade Lioses to take the people and depart to the |

land that he had promised to "Abraham, to Isasc, and to Jacob,

!
saying, Unto thy seed I give it."! Moses related Jehovah's i
commission and care of the people thug éntrusted to him, saylng§
"TAnd if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of 1
hand, if I have founa favor in thy sight; and let me not see E
my wretchedness."z Jehovah then comforted koses with these i
wordg, ™My presence shsll go with thee, and I will give thee [
rest."™ He furthermors told Moges that he knew him by name
and weuld show: his glory unto lioges. Only the back of Jehovahé

should he see, for no man could look upon Jehovah and live.

So Moges was pleced in the cleft of a rock which he ogovered !
with his hand until he had gone past. Then loses beheld the I

back of Jehovah from his place on the rock. i

4. The so~called J Deasslogue: Covenant on S3inai,

Exodus 34:1-28.

At this point there is a great deal of confusion. Just]

how much bélongs to J and how much to P is impossible to deter-

mine., Kittel. states, "It is certainly a mistake to asgssert
that the small lawbook which is preserved to us in Exodus 34: |
|

11-26, is a8 corregsponding code to that of the Decalogue, nay j

1. Exodus 33:1
2. Numbers 11l:15
B BEndng 53114
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that it is the original Ten Words."l Here we have only a sur-
viving remnant of the "laws and atatutes”", which J as well as
E placed after the lecalogue, an abbreviated avalogue, that is,
to chapters 31 to 33. ZProfessor Brightman makes s consummate
anslysis of the different theories of the erities regarding
what thegse ten words or cbmmandments of the Decalogue were,
but they wary so widely that they are of little value so far
a8 any definite conclusions are concerned.2 !
The events on Licunt Sinai may be conjectured tc run
about as follows: After arrival at lLiount Sinsi and the prelim-
inaries mentioned in Exodus 19, Jehovah promulgates the lecal- l
ogue. liogeg is then called upon the mountain, snd takes with
him two stones upon which the Decalogue is to be written. He
gtays there forty days snd nights, while Jehovah writes for
him upon the tables of stone the ten covenant-words of the

Decalogue. As in E, God adds to the Yen Words the rest of the

laws and the statutes, snd commands lioses to write down these
words, i.e. the content of these lawg, "Write these words,
for after the tenor of these words have I made a covenant with

thee, and with Israel."3

5. kioses invites Hobab the iidianite to join him,

Humbers 10:29-32,

1. Xittel, History of the LHebrew People, Vol. I, p.198
2. Brightman, Sources of the Hexateuch, pp.96-7
3. Exodus 34:27
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During his stay st Sinal Moses had visited his father- h
in-law, Hobab, the son of Reuel.l Now thet Israel, in obed-
ience to Jehovah's command, is leaving the holy mountain, lioses

begged Hobab to act as guide to the people; he knows the camp-

ing grounds of the desert and could therefore be "their eyea",
Mcses promised him an sbundant reward in Csnaan. Hobab object-
ed at first, but finally consented, for Israel in later days

recognized the Xenite clan which traced its descent from liobab.|

From 3inai to Mount Pisgsh |

1. The story of the quails.

Numbers 11:4-10,13,18-23,248,31-34.
i

After leaving Sinai the people were again reduced to ;

the manra which seemed to be plentiful here in the desert. The |

people began to weep, not blaming Moses, but simply asking the

question, "Who Shall give us flesh to eat?™ And lioses heard

| their lusty cry for the meats they had in Egypt "as they wept |
ses-08vVery men at his tent-door.™ Moses remonstrated bitterly ﬁ

i
to Jehovah for sgsigning him to a task so much beyond his F
|

powers! Jehovah bade him tell the people that they should have

meat for one month. Moses asked how they would find so much
food for 600,000 men., Jehovah told him to wait and see., The
following day Jehovah sent a wind that brought an immense

flight of quaile, but while the people were eating them,

1. Exodus 18 (Bacon refers verges 7,10,11 to J) ’




Jenhovah smote them with & plague. The people who had thus

lusted were buried at this place called Kibroth-hattaasvah.

2, The journmey to the wilderness of Paran.

rumbers 11l:3D; 12:16.

"From Kibroth-hattaavah the people journeyed to Hezer-
oth, and afterwards the people journeyed from Hezeroth and en-

cemped in the wilderness of Paran."”

3. The commission and report of the spies, and Jehov-
ah's rebuke of the people.
HNumbers 13:17b,19,22,87-29; 1l4:1e,3,8,9,11-21,31-33.

of Cansan a8 far as Hebron, to view the land., The spies re-
ported that the land was fertile, but the inhabitants were
| powerful, and their cities fortified. Nevertheless, Caleb en-
couraged the people to invade the land, but his comrades dis-
suaded them. They became panie~stricken, and refused to go
forward. Jehovah proposed to destroy them and make loses the
anocestor of a great nation; but He spared them at the inter-
cesgion of lioges himself. Yet because they had teupted him
ten times, none of the adults of that generation should enter
Canagn, but should wander forty years in the wilderness. loses
promised Hebron to Caleb, we find in Joshua 14:6-14, as his

future possession for his good report.

4. Forty years in the wilderness,




: T
Numbers 21:1-3; 22:5-7,11,17,18,22-35,37,39; 24:1,2,;

3-25; 25:1b,2,4.

F

The people at Xsdesh begin to strive with iioses beeauseé

there is no water., Isarsel then marches along the borders of

Edom to lioab where they conquer Heshbon and other Amorite oitie?

Balak of lioab sent for Balaam to curase the Israelites, and he i

blesseda them instead. Brightman says, "It is usually agreed

that these parables are among the oldest elements of J, and

were not composed by J, but taken from earlier sources.“l i

When the Israellites ginned with the lLoabite women, :oses, at
the oommand of Jehovah, hung their chiefs before Jehovan's

pressence that his anger might be turned from the people.

Summsxry

The J narrative presents no early life of lioses, but
presents him first as a fugitive in the land of iidian. NaarlyT
&ll the gfter events of the life of liogses as given above have
an interesating point of view. Critics differ as to whether
Aaron had any place in the original narrative of J or not,
billmann and Bacon asgigning him an important role, while
Wellhaugen, Stade, Carpenter, and Brightmen hold that such
passages as Exodug 4:13-14 are later interpolations. Be this
a3 it may, J represents lioses as holding the unique place of

importance. ior example, in J's description of the plagues, |

l. 3Brightman, Sources of the Bexateuch, p.l1l04
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Jehovah gends it, generally through soge natural agency. Sim-
ilarly, J tells how Jehovah "caused the sea to go back by a
strong east wind all the night, and made the sea dry land."
(Exodus 14:21). Thus he explains the passage of the Red Ses.
It is J who represents [ioses a3 alone enjoying the

privlihge of intercourse with Jehovah face to face, He gives
the account of the burning bush;l he relates that lioses, Aaron,
Nadab, and Abihu, with seventy of the elders of Israel, went
up into the mountasin, and that Aaron and the seventy beheld
Jenovah afar off and ate and drank in his presence, but lioses
alone went near unto Jehovah.3 In Exodus 34:5 Jehovah descend-
ed in s oloud, and stood to talk with lioses. In J thBe basis

of Jehovah's covenant isg the Ten Words contained in Exodus 34.

One of Moses' best pioctures as an intercessor for his people

i 1s found in J's aceount of him in Numbers 14, where he nobly

intercedes the people's cause for Jehovah's honour. Jehovsh
wag angry, and declared he would destroy Isrmel snd raise up
a nation from [oses. Uunselfishly, the great leader pleaded
azainst his own interests for forgiveness of the nation which
had so frequently thwarted him, and the prayer was answered.
Then follows a‘series of wanderings about in the wilderness

Because the people would not go over into Canaen and pogsess

1, Exodus 3:2
2. Exodus 24:1,2,9-11

|
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it, but preferred to take the word of those who brought unfav-

orable, rather than those who brought good reports.

C. Moses in the E Narrative.

In the E narrative Aaron and lidriam play a very con-
gpiouous psrt. They appear to have been in the original E
account, but Aaron does not appear in the narrative of the
plagues, "the references in the present text being due to re-
dactors, and his role is not olear."1 Aaron scarcely gseems to
have been the brother and equal partner of Lioses, possibly not
even the priest, He is especially conspicuous in this narra-

tive as opposing Lioses and leading the people into sin,

1. Pharaoh and the midwives.

Exodus 1:15-20a,21,22.

After Jacob died, the king of Bgypt spoke to the Heb-~
| rew midwives that they kill &ll the male gnildren. The Hebrew
midwives "feared God", and did not as the king had commanded
them, but answered him treacherously on the matter. So when
Pharaoh saw that he was outdone, he ordered all mele children

to be cast into the river.

2. lloses, a youth in Egypt.
Exodus 2:1-10.

lloses was born to parents of the house of Levi, at the

1. VW.H.Bennett, Hastings Bible Uictionary, Vol., III, p.44l
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time when all male children were ordered by Pharaoh to be slain;
After hiding him for three months at home, his mother took him ﬁ
down to the Nile and placed him 4n ar ark of bulrushes among ﬂ
gome flags., Fhareoh's daughter found the weeping babe and 1
hired Moses' mother as a nurse for him. lioses was then trainedj

irn the princesa's court as an Egyptian noble.

3. loses in the land of Midian. L
&, loses, tending Jethro's flock, is oommissionedﬁ

of God. ﬁ

Exodus 3:1,4b,6,9-12. |

While Moses wes keeping the flocks of Jetunro, his {
father-in-law, on Horeb, the mount of God, God called to him 1
and announoced Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaasc, and Jacob, |
"and Moses hid his face, for he was &fraid to look upon God."
God told him that he had heard the ery o the oppresseu Is-
raelites, and would send hioses to Pharaoh that they might be |
released. lioges pleaded his inability, but wod promised to t
be with him, snd gave him a sign; "And this shall be a token b
unto thee: when thou hast brought forth the people out of the !
land of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountein."

The words of God, "I am the God of thy father, the God |
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and tne God of Jacob"™, were used
by our lLord to prove to the Sadducees the proof of the resur-

1
rection. They "are true for all time. They imply a personal |

1. Mark 12:26; Luke 20337 i




relationship between God and man which carries with it the germ!

of eternal life. He is the @God of the living, not tie dead; ﬂ

therefore Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are living" is the argument§
1 : |

of A.H.McNeile here. There is another implication algo
|
that it is well to note. The statement may lead us to i
|

believe that Abreham, Issao, and Jacob each worshipped a wod,

but " in this statement they are brought together as the

y
tr

one and only God of the Hebrew people. Lionotheism is first

i

auggested, if this is true, here.

K
|
Exodus 3%:13-15,19~22; 4:17. |
|

|

]

i

I

I

|

|

i

|

b. God revealed to lioses His lame, 1

God revealed nis name to Moses ag Yahweh, which is ex- !

plained as equivalent to Ehyeh in the Hebrew., The American ;

Revised Version shows the translation and interpretation here
to be very uncertain: I AM THAT I AM, or 1 AN BECAUSE I Al

or I AM WHO I AM, or I WILL BE TEAT I WILL BE. W.H.Bennett in !

the New Century Bible gives this name several interpretations:

"Thus, I Al WHO I Al, God is an ultimate fact; ke cannot be ex-|

|

plained by anything else, but only Himself....I am -~ always =
that wiiieh I am - now, and salways have been, ag 1n the New :
|

Testament, 'Jesus Christ, the same, yesterday, today, and for

ever'. Then, too, I AM WHO I AM, God is pure and essential
being. And, asgain, I WILL BE THAT I WILL BE, or I become that F
1

whioch I will, or choose to become; God is lord of his own |

1. MoNeile, The Book of Ixodus, p.l7 i
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destiny.™ I think, however, that A.H.McNeile puts about the
right glant on the whole thing in this comment: "The writer
seems to have gtriven to express the thought that the Divine
name revealed to livses was & summing up of the entire Divine
cnaracter and attributes. These gould not be fully understood
by any one generation of Israelites, and so God would contin-
ually manifest all that He would be to his people."?
God warned lloges that FPharasoh would not let the people
go until Egypt had been smitten by "all my wonders™. He dir-
ected licges that when the women and children left the land of
Egypt that they borrow jewels and raiment from their Hgyptian
neighbors, To lloges He gave a rod with which all the wonders

were to be worked. There is something of the ancient magiec

religion and worship about this,

c. Moses leaves .idian.

Exodus 4:18,20b,21,27,28.

lioses went to his father-in~law, Jethro, and secured
his oonseqt to depart unto Egypt to see how his people fared
| in the land of Goshen. Then Moses took the rod that God had
giver him in his hand. From this time forward E calls God
Jehovah &3 does J.
Let us view here the three main suthorities in our

present text. They differ as to the amount of knowledge Lioses

1., Lie¥eile, The Book of Exodus’a, p. 58, Note
2. Ibid,, p.18




u

had of Jehovaeh before the theophany. J (Exodus 4:1) assumes

that Igrael is already familiar with the divine name Jehovah;
E suggests that it was unknown, and that it was revealed only
now, though Jehovah had, as.a matter of faot, been the God of

the patriarchs (Exodus 3:6,156); the theory of P is that though

|
i
|
|
|
|
Jehovah was the @od of the patriarchs, He had never gsllowed ]

them to know his real riame, permitting Himself to be worshipped;
under the title Bl Shaddai(Exodus 4:2,3), as & modification of |
the view expressed in E.

At the "Mount of God"™, Aaron, sent by Jehovah, met him;

| and lMoses told Asron of Jehovah's words.

]

|

1
|

8. An appeal to Pharsoh.

i
i
1
|
{
|
4, Moses in kgypt, |

Exodus 5:1,2,4.

After lioses and Aaron returned to Hgypt, they went be- ‘

fore the king and demanded that Pharsoh should let Israel go

|
"that they may feast in the wilderness.," The king refused, h
reproaching them with keeping tne Israselites from their labor. J
lioges and Aaron were rebuked, and told to get back to their 1

burdens., b

b. The plagues.

|

bxodus 7:16v,17b,20b,23; 9:22,23a,248,2ba,35; I
10:12, 13a, 14a, 15b, 20, 21, 23,27: 11:1 |
’ |

|

1. kobinson, A History of Israel, Vol. I, p.83




At the command of Jéhovah, lioses inflicted upon the
Egyptiana five successive plaguea: the turning of the Iile
into blood, hail, locusts, three days' darkness, and the death
of the first-born. All of these except the plague of darkness
are mentioned in the J sccount. Xobinson makes & chart that
shows the pearallelism quite well.1 In each of these plagues
Moaes raises the rod given him by Jehovah to workx the miracle
except in the plague of darkness. Brightman and Bennett both
attribute the phrass, "whioch was turned into a serpent”, refer-
ring to the rod, as added by P, for this instance was not re-
lated to us by E.2 But after each plague subsided Fharaoh's
heart "was hardened™, or as in the locust and darkness plagues,
"Jenovah hardened Pharaoh's heart". In the case of the hail,

both man ard beast were destroyed.

G+ The spoiling of the ngyptians,
kxodus 11l:2,3; 12:35-30.

Jehovah spoxe unto lLioses before the infliction of the
final plague that he speak to the people, and instruet them
that they borrow ailver and gold jewelry, both men and women,
from their neighbors. Jehovah made the Egyptians look favor-
ably upon the Israelites, and the servants of Prharaoh thought
Moses a great man, The final plague is omitted here in E, but

the thresat was made,

1. Robinson, History of Israel, Vol. I, p.83
2. Brightman, Sources of the Hexateuch, p.l1l50f; ef., Hastings
~ Bible Dictionar
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them to leave Egypt. The Isreelites borrowed much jewelry and
raiment from the dgyptians, and started on their journey. So

great was this ravaging that the Egyptians were "despoiled”.

d. The Exodus from Egypt.

Exodus 13:17~-19.

When the people left EBgypt, they were armed for battle,
but they went not the way of the Fhilistines 80 a&s to avoid a
war, S0 the people went the wey of the wilderness toward the

Red Sea. 43 they went thus arrayed, they carried with them the

bones of Jacob, because he had afore $§worn that God would

again viagit them.1

5. Escape by crossing the Red Sea.

Exodus 14:3,7,10b, 15a,16a,19sa,25a.

Pharaolh.. purgsued the Israelites with 600 chariots, for
he thought it easy to cateh them in the wilderness, vhen the
Israelites oried unto Jekovah, he ordered them to go forward,
loses toox the rod, and lifting it up watched the glory of
Jehovah: the angel of God which went before Israel, came be-
hind, between the lgyptians and the Israelites; and the wheels

of the Lgyptian chariots were taken off.

l. Genesis 50:25

In the night Pharaoh sent for lioses (and Aaron), bidding'




6. Songs of triumph, j
8. The song of lioges. » il

Exodus 15:1-19,

1
It is generally believed that this psalm was not com~- |

posed by lioses nor by a contemporary of his, but is a later L

|
I
|
l
i

expansgion of the 3ong of Miriam.l On thig view it 1s no orig- ﬂ

inal part of E, but, rather, a poetic development of K's ﬂ
theme by & much later hand, who had Exodus 15:21 before him. ?
Bhis song is a Passover Psalm, and belongs to about the same i
general literary $ype as psalms 78,105,106,114, and 68. cheilg
places it about 4560 B.C.2 Stark expresses the opinion that
kxodus 15 1s universally regarded as one of the best productionﬁ

of Hehrew poetry.

b. The song of Miriam.

Exodus 15:20-21.

Miriam the prophetess (the sister of seron) led the

women in a triumphsl dence, while they sang:

|
"Sing ye to Jehoveh, for he hath triumphed gloriously:
The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea."

- Julius A, Bewer believes, '"From losea' time, it may be, comes
the original pesean of liriam after the great deliverance at

the Sea of Reeds, It was in just such manner as the ancient

1., DBrightman, 3Sources of the Hexsteuch, p.1l52
2, IcHeile, The Book of Exodus, p.89
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Arabs alsao celebrated their victories.ﬁl He makes this one of
the oldest literary productions coming to us from the hands of
the Hebrews., If this can be considered authentie, it has no

small importance for our interpretation of the character they
agsoribed to Jehovah, and the prominence of his hand in behalf

of his people.

7.lioses and the Israelites at Horeb,
a, lioses smites the rock.

Exodus 17:3~6.

When the people reached Horeb, they were thirsty but
found no water to drink., The people there murmured against
Moses for bringing them and their ocattle out into the wilder-
ness to die of thirst, God bade lioses to take the rod He had
given him, and going before the people with the elder, he was

tc smite the rock, which he did.

b. Joshua's defeat of Amalek.
Exodug 17:8-16.

The story of Joshua's defeat is quite fanciful and im-
aginative. 3o long as Loses would hold up the rod over the
Israelites, they would prevall over the enemy. When his arm
got tired and he could not hold up the rod, then the enemy

would prevail. PFinally, Aaron and Hur provided a rock atool

1. Bewer, Literature of the 0ld Testament in Its Historiesl
Development, p.2




for MNoses' comfort, and they held up the arm of lioses, and

Israel won the battlie.

¢c. Jethro visits the camp of Israel.

Exodug 18:1-27. ;

When Jethro heard of lioges' success in the exodus from
Egypt and in battle, he came to Horeb bringing liosesa' wife and
two sons to him, Then Jethro amd all Isarael samcrificed unto
Jehovah, Jethro proclaimed, "Jehovah is greater than all gods, T
whioch is a definite evidenoe ¢of polytheism at that timse.

Moges was aoting as judge over gll the people, g0 Jethrg
coungeled him to appoint rulers over the pecople to judge in

small matters, but the "hard oases they brought to ..0ges.”

Thig is Israsel's first movement toward judicial organization,

d. Appearance of God on the mount.

Exodus 19:2b-3a,10-11a,14-17,19; 20:18-21.

lMoses went up to Horeb to receive instruction of Jehov-

ah for the people to purify themselves for the Theophany on
the third day. This wag done. On the third day there wag a |
great thunderstorm. God deacended upon the mount in & thick ;
cloud to the sound of a trumpet, When lioses brought the people
close to the mount to meet God, he"spoke and God answered him |
by a voice."

The sound of the thunderstorm and the trumpet fright-

ened the people g0 that they fled., They begged that lioses i




come to prove you, and that nis fear may be before you that

you sin not."™ Then, as the people stood afar off, “"loses drew

|
!
i
intercede for them. Moses reassured them, "Fear not: God is
1
\
|
|
I
near unto the thick darkness where God. was,”
|

e. The E Decalogue.
Exodusg 20:1-7.

That "all the critics agree that the Decalogue belongs
to E literature except C.Steusrnagel, and owes its present
form to the Deuteronomic movement," is Dr. Brightman's decision;
They also agree that the Ten Words are also contained here,
but omit the reasons of obedience as additions. The arguﬁents
relative to origin vary from attributing them to lioges td a

periced in 700 B.C.

The original E Decalogue is supposed to be the fbllowing'

I THCU SHALT HAVE HNO OTHER GODS BEFCRE ME.

II  THOU SHALT NOT LAKE UNTO THEE A GRAVEN ILAGE.

III - THOU SHALT NOP TAKE THE NAME OF JEHOVAH THY GOD IN VAIN.
IV  REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY TO KEEP I? HOLY.

v HONOR THY PATHER AND THY LOTHER.

VI  THOU SHALT NOT KILL.

| ¥II  %HOU SHALT NOT COLMIT ADULTERY.

VIII THOU SHALT FOT STEAL.

IX  THOU SHAL? NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS AGAINST THY NEIGHEOR.

1, DBrightman, Sources of the Hexateuch, p.l58
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i X THOU SHAIT HOT COVET.

f. The Code (or Book) of the Covenant.

Exodus 20:22-23:33.

The Code of the Tovenant is unanimouvsly recognized to-

day as E literature. All agree that it contains groups of

| laws, ancient but not homogemeows in origin., Brightman from a

consensus of opinion of the ceritics states, '"The period of the
Judges or that of the United Kingdom is coming to be widely
'accepted as the date of the oldest laws in the Code of the Cov-
enant."l The content of this will be more fully discussed in

a later portion of this treatise.?

g. Mogses builds an altar.

Exodus 24:3-8. .

Now when Moses had heard all the words of Jehovah, he
came down from the mount and told them to the elders of Isrsael.
When the people heard them, they promised to do them. lioges
wrote the words down. The following day he built an altar unto
Jehovah, setting up twelve mazzeboth (one for each tribe), and
sacrificed oxen thereon., Here young men were chosen to do the
sacrificing. .loses himself sprinkled the blood and read the
words of Jéhévah -unto the people, 8 priestly fumnction.

As he did so he said, "Behold the blood of the covenant which

1. Brightman, Sources of the Hexateuch, p.1l60
2. See IV, G, 2
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Jehovah hath made with you concerning these words."

h. Moses and Joshuarecelve the tables of gtone:
The golden calf.
Exodus 24:12-15a,18b; 31:18; 32:1-35; 33:3b-6,

lMoses and Joshua stayed on the Liount forty days and

inights while Jehoveh wrote with his own finger upon two stones, !
| probably, the Ten Commendments. Upon returning to the camp,

1 Moses found the people worshipping s golden calf, In hig in-

cenged anger the stones containing the covenant were broken.

"Thig people have sinned a great sin; and have made them a god

of gold: Yet now if Thou wilt forgive their --; and if not,

blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book, which thou hast written.”

And Jehovah answered: "Whosoever hath sinned sgainst me, him ,!

'will I blot out of my book. And now go lead the people into '

the place whereof I have spoken unto thee, Behold, mine angel
shall go before thee. Nevertheless, in the day when I visgit, !
I will visit their sins upon them."l ™And Jehovah smote the

people because they had made the calf.” When the people heard

these things, they mourned, and put off their ornaments "from !

Mount Horeb onward,”

8., The "Tent of lLieeting".
Exodus 33:7-11.

1. Exodug 32:31-33

The people were reproved, and iioges returnea to Jehovah pleadin%,




At this point, apparently, some account was given of the
sonstruction of the ™Pent of lleeting", and perhmps the "Ark",
for we are now told that Moses used to piteh the tent outside
the camp, asnd the worshippers used to go out to it. VWhen lMoses
went out to the tent, the people stood in the door of their
tents to watch him., As he entered, the piliar of Jehovah des-
cended, snd stood at the door of the tent; and the people pros-
trated themselves. lleanwhile, within, "Jehovah spoke unto Mosges
fece to face, as & men speaketh unto his friend." When lioses
returned to the ocamp, Joshua, his minister, remained as attend-

snt,at the "Tent of Meeting".

9, The Ark.
Humbers 10:33,35-36.

The Israelites guided by the Ark, departed from the
mount of Jehovah, When the Ark set forth, lioses used to pro-
nounce the blessing:

"Rige up, 0 Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered;
Let them that hate thee flee from before thee;"

Ang when it returned to its resting place, he would say:

"Return, ¢ Jehovah, unto the ten thousands of the
thousands of Israel,"

Bewer sggs this ancient oultic formula was uttered when
the ark was removed from its resting place to go before the
army to battle, "especially when the situation was oritical, fox

in it Yahweh manifested His presence in visible form to His
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people."l Thus Jehovah was 8 God of battlie unto lioses.
10. The wilderness wanderings after leaving Horeb,

Now follows a Series of wilderness wanderings, for the
people leave Horeb to go into the promised land., The series
of evente that follow are a series of intercessions of lioges

for the Israelites who go from one sin to another,

a. The Fire of Jehovah descends upon the people
for murmuring at Tabersah., lioses interceded for the people and

the fire was abated.

b, liogses' complaint: The seventy elders chosen.

Numbers 1l:14,16-17,24b-30.

Moges complasined because the work was too much for him,

so Jehovah oommanded Moses to take seventy elders to the "Tent -

of Meeting". And Jehovah came down in & cloud and spoke to
him, and "took of the gpirit that was upon him, and gave it
unto the selders’, so that they prophesied. Eldad and Medad,
two of the elders, who remained in the camp prophesied though
they did not go to the "Tent of Meeting". When a young man
came to the tent to tell liogses of it, Joshua wanted lMoses to
stop them, but iioses answered, "Art thou jealous for my sake?
Would that Jehovah's people were prophets, and that Jehovsh

would put his spirit upon them."

1. Bewer, Literature of the (ld Testament, p.3
2, Numhers 11:=1=5
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¢, The leprosy of lLiriam.

Numbers 12:1-156,

Miriam and Aaron attacked l‘oses, saying, "Has Jehovah
gpoken only to lioses, and not also by us?" Jehovah suddenly
gummoned Moses, liiriam, and Aasron to the Tent of llesting, and
declared to them that while He made Himself known to the pro-
phets in visions and dreams, He would speak plainly to licses
face to face, and liocses should behold the form (temunsh) of
Jehovah. MlMiriam was smitten with leprosy, and was healed only

after the intercession of lioses in her behalf.

d. The eommission and report of the spies.

Numbers 1%:17e-18,20,23,24,26b,30-32,32b,33,

When they reach the south-east frontier of Canaan,
Moses ‘dispatches from Kadeéh twelve spies, Caleb amongst them,
to the promised land. Joshua remains with lioses. The spies go
as far as Cluster Brook, not far from iebron, and return with
a huge cluster of grapes and other fruit which they show the
people. Caleb c@lms the people about the giants that the
eleven report, but of no avail. Jehovah punishes the people
for not entering the land as he directed, whereupon they
répent and decide to press on into Canmasn. Some time has
elapsed and lioses appeals to them uunsuccessfully. The Apgorites
y who inhabit the mountain-range, come down and drive the Ia-

raelites back to Homah,
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e, Degtruction of Dathan and Abiram,

Numbers 16:1b-2sa,12-15,25-26,27b~31,32a,33,34.

The twd Reubenite chiefs, Dathan and Abiram, rebelled
agaeinst lioses because he had sought to make himself a prince
over Israel, and had failed to fulfil his promise to bring them
into the land flowing with milk and honey. Summoned to appear
before Hloses, they refused, so liogses went to them. lioses
appealed to Jehovah to punigsh them by 2 hitherto unknown chas-
tisement, when he had separated them from the other people. As
a gign that he had Jehovah's authority for leadership the
earth opened and swallowed them up with their households at

Moses' bidding to Jehovah.

f. Edom refuses passage.

Numbers 20:14-21.

As they pass through Kadesh, HKiriam dies.,l iloses

fsought peacesble permigsion to pass through &dom, but it was
not granted him. In the course of their journey from Kadesh,

Aaron died.a

g. “he gerpents of brass.

Numbers 21:4b-9,

From the murmuring at hardships of tahis renewed march

1. HNumbers 20:1b
2. Deuteronomy 1.0:6

!




# through the desert, the people were plagued with fiery serpents,

lloges agsin prayed in hehalf of the suffering people. Jehovah :
|
instruocted that & brass serpent be made and all who looked

upon it would be healed.
h, The mareh toward Cansén.

They marched slong the borders of idom to lioab where
they encamped at Arnon,"for the Arnon is the horder of lioab,
between lioab and the Amorites."™ At this point there is taken
from the book of the VWars of Jehovah a song concerning their |
campaign sgainst the Amorites: |

"Vaheb in Suphah (we passed through)

And the valleys of the Arnon,

And the slope of the valleys

That inelineth toward the dwelling ofIAr,
And leaneth upon the border of logb."

North of Arnon, Israsel resumes its march on the euge
of the desert of Beer, where there is & well-gtation, of which
the people used to sing in later times in these antique
| strophes:

"Spring up, ©¢ well; sing ye unto it:

The well, which the princes digged,

Wniceh the nobles of the people delved,
With the sceptre, and with their staves,”

And now E makes use onee more, by anticipation, of the

above-mentioned ancient list of stations. Irom the wilderness

(on the border of which the well lay), they journeyed to

l.. Numbers 21:14f l
2. UNumbers 281:16-18a




NMattanah, thence to the Brook of God, thence to Bamoth, thence
to the valley in the field of Lioab on the top of Fisgah, '"which
ldoketh down upon the desert.“l Kittel suggests that "Pisgsah

rael to the north end of the Dead Sea, over against the mouth

2
of the Jordan,"

Isarsel had previously sent messengers from Arnon to

|
|
|
|
r
is probably the Nebo of the priestly writing; this brings Is- E
|
|
|
i
|
|

Sihon, king of the Amorites, making request to pass through }
their land. Sihon, however, marches against Israel and they ’
" join in battle at Jahaz. The Israelites cconquered the terri-

tory of Sihon.3 Balaam who was gent for b; Balsgk of loab to

curse the Israelites, blessed them.? Iarsel worshipped Baal-
5 s

peor, and lioses bade the judges slay the offenders.

Jehcvah one day told lioses that it was approachning the “
|

day for nim to die. le told him to bring Josihua and come to

the Tent of lieeting. Joshua was appoicted as iioses’ successor?@
!

11, The blessing of lioges. E
Deuteronomy 33:1-29, |

This "Blessing” appears es er independent poem, the {
introducotory verses connecting it but loosely with the rest of
the book. The introductory verses (2-5) desceribe the advent
of Jenovah, the giving of the Law, and the establishment of the

kingdom; the main part (6-25) oconsists of eulogistic sayings

1. Numbers 21:18b=20

2. Kittel, History of the Lebrew People, Vol. I, p.213
3. Humbers 21:12=-20 4, HNumbers 22-24

5. HNumbers 2631a,3,5 6. Deuteronomy 31:4-15,23
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(no curses are made &8 in Genesis 49) coﬁcerning eleven tribes. |
Simeon is omitted. The concluding verses emphasize the unique-L
ness of Jehovah and the blessedness of his chosen people. The
"plessings™ ocharacterize each tribe by some salient feature in }

its history, situation, or character. PFrofessor D.R.3cott says,

"The favorable comment on the tribe of Levi has led some schol~!
ars to conclude that the author or collector was a member of i
that tribe."t |
Internal evidence has made it impossible to consider
this "Blessing™ as coming from Moses, Professor Scott thinks
it must have been written before 722 B.C. when the northern
kingdom fell, since he attributes it to Levi. Brightman writes,
"Since Graf, oritics have been practically unenimous in ascrib-
| ing this blessing to E, and dating it in the reign of Jeroboam

I1."% |

The following statement of Blessing upon Levi has at-

tracted mueh comment:

"and of Lexi he said,

Thy Thummim and thy Urim are with thy godly one, -
Whom thou didst prove at lLassah,

With whom thou didst astrive at the waters of lieribah.”

The "Thumnmim" and the "Urim"™ were "the two sacred lots
used by the priests in making decisiouns," says Professor
3
Scott. "What the Urim and the Thummim were is not certainly

L 4

known, gays Professor J.F.Melaughlin, "The words are plurals

l. "Deuteronomy", Abingdon Bible Commentary, p.343.

2., Brightman, Sources of the Hexateuch, p.lsl

3. "Deuteronomy”, Abingdon Bible Commentary, p.343, Hote 2
4, M"Exodus™, Abingdon Bible Commentary, p.274s
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in the Hebrew langusge and may be used as abstract or intensive'

nouns, meaning 'light' and 'perfeotion', or 'beauty'. They

may have been names given to smaell carved objects, or brecious |
| . i
stones used in casting.lots ome of which would give a favorablef

or affirmaetive, and the other an unfavorable or negative ans-

be the most highly regarded. God is thence & God of chance as

B would make him here through the Blessing of ioses,

12, The death of lioses,

Deuteronomy 34:1b-6,10.

Jehovah took lioses to the top of liount Pisgah to show

him the promised land, "whioch I sware unto Abrsham, unto Iaaac,

and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed.”" Moses
di&d in the land of lioab, and Jehovah buried him in loab over

against Beth-peor. "And there hath not arisen since in Israel {

like unto lioses, whom Jehovah knew face to face."

D. Moges in the D Narrative.

"The additions made b, the leuteroromic writers and
the various eaitors to the Pentateuch simply expound, interpret,
and harmonize the information given by the older sources, and
add nothing to our knowledge of the character ana work of Moses?%

Brightman omits D entirely from his "Sources of the

1. "Zxodus", Abingdon Bible Commentary, p.274a
2., W.H.Bennett, Hastings Bible Distionary, Vol. III, p.444b

1
wer." Moses' religiomn of casting lots in this conception would
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Hexateuch" stating, ™D is omitted because the book of Deuter-
onomy may be read congecutively in any Bible."1 He places
Deuteronomy,as written in its original form, about 650 B.C.,
and publication in 621.

Wheeler Robinson believes there were four different
gtages in the development of the book: the book of law bhefore
| 621 B.C.:> the historical introduction about 600 5.C.;2 the
exilice introduoction and conclusion;4 and the appendix and re-
dactional additions &nd alterationa.5 liatthews sggs that it
was a "religious movement that reached its earliest literary
expression some time before the reform of Josiah (I Xings 22-
23), in 621 B.C., when the ®book of law®" was accepted b, the
king and the people as authoritative.“6

The "book of lew™ has long since been accepted as the

nucleus of the original Deuteronomy.7 Certain of the laws con-,

tained 1in Deuteronomy belong to antiquity. i‘he lawg of the
Code of the Covenant are found here in somewhat altered form.
The whole enactment of the Code of the Covenant is strongly
flavored with tendencies relevant to the agricultural era
from which it camej while we know the Hebrews of loses’ time
‘were pastoral, The whole book is modified by its Canaanitic

industrial influences. An example of this influence is dis-

1. Brightmen, Sources of the Hexateuch, p.l0

2, Duewateronomy 511 -9:7; 10:12-11:1ff: 12-26,28

3. Deuteronomy 1-3;9:8-10:11

4. Deuteronomy 4:1-40; 29:1ff

5. "Deuteronomy", The Century Sible, p.l3

6. Kobinson, Cld Yestament Life and Literature, p.29
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closed weli in é-compariaon of_ghe law for slaves, male and

female, as found in Exodus 21:1-11 and Deuteronomy 15:12-18,

In E's sccount when the man is freed, "he shall go out free for
nothing.” In D's account, "thou shalt not let him go empty:
thou shalt furnish him liberslly qpt of thy flock, out of thy ﬂ
threshing-floor, and out of thy wine-press." O0f course, we w
| know that no nomadic peoples would have such stationary articleJ
as & threghing-floor nor a wine-press; it is another effest of
the age from which it came.

The ruling idea in Deuteronomy is the command that

there shall be only one legitimate sanctuary.l We can see
vividly present the prophetic influence,and priestly influence i
too, that made legitimate only at Jerusalem offering of sacri-
fices and celebration of fegtivals. The forces of nistory =-

the fall of Samaria in 722, the repulsion of Assyria in 701,

and Isaish's contemporary message of the inviolability of Jer-
usalem - all oconsummatec to result in this Leuteronomic reform.:

In the gweeping influence, the Ueuteronomic schools

collected and edited many of the existing stories and documents|

The JE history was the chief source of informetion, so little

of importance was added to our already existing documents

related above, Matthew sums up the contribution of Deuteronomyy

"Po the 'book of law' (leuteronomy 12-19,28) were added miscel=-

laneous regulations (Deuteronomy 4:41-43:; 5:6-~21), hortatory

1. Deuteronomy 12:13-16; 16:5-7
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| (Deuteronomy %2,33), and the Deuteronomic summary of the journey

5. iy

digcddsures (Deuteronomy 4:1-40; 6:1-9:6; 27,29-31), two poems f

from lMount Sinai to the Jordan {Deuteronomy 1l:6-3:29), which ia
1 .
based almost entirely upon E.™ The Lioses of the D narrative

is a repetition of the iicges in tihe E narrative, pluda ¢oloring

resulting from the period from which it came.

E. The Mogesa of the P Narrative,

Aaron is the brother of lioges, and the two are congig~ !
i
tently ocoupled together in the P narrative. Mirism is constantf
ly igrored, if we follow W. H. Bennett's conclusion, "Iiriam ‘

n2 f

in Numbers 20:1 is E, and 26:569 is Rp. lloses and Aaron are

the children of Amram end Jochehed; Amram was the son of Kohath;
the son of Levi.3 The wife and sons of Lioses are completely |
ignored.
The writer of the Priestly Code, like the two older |
writers, includes in his account the chief events in the life
of lMosges, but in accordance with his usual habit tells these
events in order to make a setting for his history of the sacred
ingtitutions. The great and miraculous power of lloses and
Aaron is inocreased. P traces every sacred ingtitution to
Moses: "The Levitioel Law was ocommunicated by Yahweh to lioses;

Hoges received on the liount the pattern of the Ysbernacles,

which was ceonstructed under his direction; even the duties of

1. latthews, (0ld Testament Life and Literature, p.30
Bs- ~Eastings Bible Dictionary, Vol.qIII, 4438
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the Levites were arranged by him.,"
1. Moses snd the Israelites in sgypt.

The sons of Israel, having gone into Bgypt, multiplied

there exceedingly. The Egyptians consequently embittered their
2

lives by forced labor. They groaned, and their cry reached .
to God; He remembered His covenant with their fathers.® iWhen
Mogses was elghty and Aaron was eighty~three years old,4 wod i
spoke to lioses in HEgypt, and revealed His name as Jehoveh. He
tells loses, "I am Jehovah; and I appeared unto Abraham, unto
Isaac snd unto Jacob as El Sheddai, but by my name Jehovsh I
was not known unto them,"®

At Moses' reluctence to speak to Fharaoh, Jehovsh
answered him, "I have made thee 2 god to Pharaoh, and daron thy.

brother shall be thy prophet.... I will harden the heart of

Phareoh.... Pharaoh will not listen unto you....80 I will bring

n6 This shows the institu-

forth my people by great judgments.
tionalizing effect upon the character and work of loses.
Moses is to give orders to daron, who will thereupon

work the miracles with his rod. At liosea' bidding Aaron per-

forms the first miracle by turning the rod into a serpent.

The Egyptian magicians do likewise.’ In like menner the !

1., Barton, "kioses", The Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. IX, p.béb
2, IExodus 1l:1-5,7

3. LEmodus 2:23b-25

&, Ixodus 737

5.BExodus 6:2-3

6. Exodus 6311,12; 7:1-5

7. Exodus 7:1-13
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magicians could perform the second sign of changing the water
in Egypt into blood and the third sign of frogs they performed,
but they failed on the plague of lice, and the gixth plague
(boils) fell upon them so that they fled. <The first four won-

ing of lioses, who threw soot into the air. When the magicians
failed they said, "The finger of God is there,"” but Pharach
8till refused to let the Israelites depart. The account éf the
death of the first-born is omitted here, but it is implied in
Exodus 12:12.

Before narrsting the exodus, P introduces the institu-

tion of the Passover, after which he briefly sketches the march

gtrong, after dwelling in Egypt for 430 years.2 +he dedication
of the first-born is commanded alsoc immediately after their

getting out.?

2. Crossing the Red Sea.
f At the commsasnd of Jehovah, Israel turned back and en-

camped at the Red Sea, that Jehovah might entice Pharaoh to

ites, at the command of Jehovah loses stretched out the rod

over the Red Sea and the waters parted, and the Isteelites

1, Exodus 7:19,208,22-23; 8:1-3
2, Bxodus 12:1-20,28,43-51
3, Exodus 13:1-2

lé .

ders were performed by Aaron's rod, but the fifth by the appear-—

out of Egypt. They jourmey from Rameses to Succoth, 600,000 men

pursue Israel. When Pharaoh aspproached the camp of the Israel~

"'went into the midst of the sea upon @ry ground: and the waters

i

d
I
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lwere a wall unto them on their right hand and on their left."
When the Egyptians pursued the Israelites into the ses, lioses
stretched forth the rod over them and they were engulfed, but

the Iarselites reached the other side in safety.

'.5. The wilderness march to Sinai.

Elim and Sinai. The people murmured ageinst Lioses and Aaron,
longing for the Egyptddn fleshpots. The glory of Jenovah ocame
to thsem in a ocloud, and He promised thiem bread in the morning
and fidesh in the evening. He sent menna and quail to them.l
J places this event after rather than before reaching Sinal.

Rephidim is the next encampment before they come to Sina1.2
4, licges in P at Mount 3inei.

Ag Kittel points out, "the events at Sinai slso are,
in the first instance, reported quite on the line of the other
sources. There can be hardly any doubt that,P, ‘like the regt,
contained the Decalogue. The gsame assertion ocould hardly be
made oconcerning the Book of the Covensnt,...rather...P had the
desoription of the Tabernscle and the detailed priestly legia-
"o

lation.

lMosea wag summoned to ascend Singil on the seventh day

1. Exodus 16:1-5%,9-13,14,16-188,22-26,31-35
2., Exodus 17:1la; 19:1-2a
13, Kittel, History of the Hebrews, p.217

{
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Departing thence they came to the desert of Sin, between
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and consecrated. The glory of Jehoveh came in a cloud and

g ¥ S

— —

after his arrival there,l where he received the desgcription of
the Tabernacle,2 the Decalogue having not yet been promulgated.
Then follows the description of the Pabernacle snd its construcH
tion.5 Before bhing dismigsed from the mountain, however,

Jehovah gives Moseg two stones upon which the testimony is

4
written.

After receiving the instructions about the labernacle |
and its furnishing, and the priests and their vestments, lioses |

came down from 3inal with the two tables. His face so shone

when he appeared before Aaron and the congregation that they |
veilea 1t., Le gave them all the instructions of Jehovah which

they set about to do. The Tabernacle was constructed, furnishe

covered the Tlabernacle when it was thus oompleted.5 Aaron and |
his sons were conseorated priests that they might do the work |
about the Tabernsocle, but Nsdab and Abihu were devoured with |

6 From time to time

fire because of an offenge to Jehovah.
Jehovah continued revealing his laws to Liogses on lount Sinai, |

wnich makes up the bookx of Leviticus.

. lioges in P from Sinai to Pisgah,

Ag loses and Aaron endeavored to organize tine nation

l. IExodus 24:1-3,9-11 |
2., Exodus 24:15b-18a

3. Exodus 25:1-31:17; 35:1-40:38
4, Exodus 31:18a

5, Exodus 34:9-40:38

6. Leviticus 1:1-10:10
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and the worship, & census of the males was taken. There were

1
603,505 apart from 22,000 Levites, On the 20th dsy of the

month in the second year, the cloud was taken up from the tab-
ernacle, so at the command of Jehovah they departed from Sinai.z

The next problem Moses had to deal with was Xorah and
250 priests who attacked Lioses and daron for claiming superior
priesthood to the rest of the congregation. lLioses to gettle
the matter asked that Korah and the 250 priests officiate be-
fore Jehovah to find his will. Jehovah was greatly incensed |
at the nation for preferring Korah and the 250 priests, and |
would have desﬁroyed all Israel but for the intercession of
Mogses. Instead Jehovah devoured Xorah and his priests with a E
| strange fire. Asron's atoning oblation of burning incense ;
stayed a ravaging plague sent on the people for their murmuring
about the matter.3 By the budding of Aaron's rod his tribe was
made the priesthood.4

At Zin when the people murmured because they had no
water, Moses faithlessly upon striking a rock before the people)
a8 Jehovah had directed, said, "Hear now, ye rebels; shall we
bring you forth water out of this rock?" Jehovah punished
loges and Aaron for this deed by denying them tne right to
lead the people into Canaan,®

Twelve gpies were sent into Canaan by lMoses ag Jehovah

l. Kittel, History of the iHebrew People, p.217
2. Numbers 10:11-28

3., DNumwers l6:ls,2-10,18-24,35,41-50

4, HNumbers 17
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had directed, After forty days the spies returned reporting
that the lana ate up itg inhabitants, and the people were
giants, Caleb and Joshua, however, reported & good land. The
people murmured again against lioses and Asron, and would have
gtoned them except for the glory of Jehovah appearing about

the tabernscle. Jehovah proclaimed that none of the grown

i men living should enter into Canaan except Joshua and Caleb.

Thereupon the other teun spies were smitten of & plague, 8o

that they died.l

Iarael then marched on from Paran to Hount Hor, where
2
Agron died. nis place was taken by Eleaser. HMarching along

the borders of Ldom, they came to Xoab.

Because an Israelite brought in & kidianite wife, sll

Israel was plagued. TFhinehas, & grandson of Asron, executed

the evil couple, and was granted an everlasting priesthood by

special request of Jehovah for his stupendous bloody deed.5

After lioses and Joshua had taken another census,4
Jehovah informed Moges that it was about time for him to die,

lioges, then, as Jehovah directed, appointed Joshus as his suc~

cessor.5 The Isreselites were successful in defeating the

¥idianitea in battle and slew Balaam.6 loses sllioted the

7

territories of Sihon and Og to Reuben and Gad' before he was at

1. Jumbers 13:L-1l7a,21,25,26a,32; 14:18,2,5-7,10,26-530,34-38
2. HNumbers 20:22b-29

8. HNumbers 25:6-15

4, HNumbers 26

5. HNumbers 27

6, Numbers 31

7. Numbers 32:1-38
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i lagt oalled of Jehovah to liount Nebo to die at the age of 120
. years, still possesasing all of his faculties. ‘he Israelites
mourned him for 30 days; and Joshua succeeded him, "full of

the spirit of wisdom; for .‘oges had leid his nand upon him."

1. Deuteronomy 34:1la,7-9
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!
II - HISTORICITY OF MLIO3ES 4

A. Those Who Deny the Historicity of Noses. |

There is & wide range of opinion regarding the histor-
icity of loses. Wallis believes that the Torah documents do |
not give an authoritative history of the wilderness, because
they sre "further from the times which they profess to describe
then we are today from the Pilgrim fathers who journeyed acrosgs|

| the Atlantic Ocean to Americs in 1620.“1

He further argues

his point in that the objective of the writers was not a hist-
orical one; each naving some point of view he wished to incul-
cate iﬁ the minds of the people. He does concede, nowever,

"We cannot absolutely deny the exiatence of liosheh, or Lioges . "%

Professor George A, Barton desoribes this view pretty

well as follows: "Moses was the intermediary by whom the prim-|
itive anthropological cult of Yahweh entered the stream of 1
Hebrew tradition; and then, ocenturies later, an ethical move-
ment was initiated in the time of Elijah, which at length came

to full fruitage in the literary prﬁphets.“3

T.K.Cheyne ig another representative of those who deny

the historigity of lioses. His latest and clearest statement
48 as follows: "If we are to be resilly strict in our ectitie- .
Iy

igm, the historicity of Loses must be abandoned. The force of i

personality in the religious as well as the political gphere

l. Wallis, God and the 3ocial Process, p.59
2. Ibid., p.60

5., Barton, Semitic and Hamitic Origins, p.350




I heartily admit, but the wielders of this great weapon are not

1
always eassily discovered except by romauncers."”

B. Time of Bondage in Esypt.

Budde says of the bondage in Egypt, "All that can be i
oongidered doubtful is whether it is the whole people of Israel
that fell under the Egyptian bondage or Joseph alone."2 Harris

takes up the argument here and says that we can acceept the

higstoricity of the Israslites emslaved in Egypt, for "no nation|
would keep & record of their bondage to another country unless i
it were true.“3 The problem that remains is to find the time
of this slavery and the exodus.

O0f the duration of their stay in Egypt and the date of
the lxodus we are left primarily to conjecture. <he Biblical
writers 4o not agree on this. 3ome sa&y the duration of stay in

Egypt was 430 years, and others four generations, 160 years,

Regarding the date of departure, evidence derived from
the reference to the Hebrews building Pythom and Rameses would
lead us to believe that the time was abvout 12286 B.C. when
Ramesea II waa ruler of iLgypt. A discovery made by Petrie in
1896 in Thebes of a stele rendered the following information:

"Plundered Canaan, with every evil,

Carried off Ashkalon, : :
Seizea upon is Gezer, !

Yencam is made & thing not existing,
Israel is desolate, her seed is not,’

1. Cheyne, The Two Heligions of Isrsel, p.71
®#, DBudde, Religion of Israel to the Exile, p.l0O
I [rd
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. w»=_pradctically amother aspect of the last point -- that he

Palestine has become a defenseless widow in Egypt.“l
Along with this information, the reference to the
Habiru in the Tel-~el-Armana writing of about 1402 8.0, leads

Garstang to place the Exodus about 1400 5.0.2

¢. Generfl Statements of the Historicity of ioses.

As W.H.Bennett says, "we can take as our starting-point |

certain facts as to which the ancient sources and most modern
writera agree - (a) that Lioses was the leader under whom Israsel |
was delivered from the bondage of Zgypt and from the peril of
the annihilation by the Hed Sea, and was governed during its

gojourn in the wilderness; (b) that through him Israel received‘

a revelation, which was a new departure in the national relig-

ion, and the foundation of Judaism and Christianity; and (¢)

originated or fommulated many customs or institutions from
which the later national system was developed:; that thus (4)

Israsel owed to lioses its existence as a nation; and {e) Lioses

is a unique personality of supreme importance to (1d Testament !
history."5

Peritz also followg this same mood of argument for the ;
hisgoricity of lioses in the Biblical tradition. He ascribes

to Lioses the socurce of laying the foundation of the Lebrew

l. Harria, Yhe Hebrew Heritage, p.l26
2. Ibid., p.125
3. Hastings Bible Diotionary, Vol. III, p.445
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nation and their religion: "While many details are uncertain,
the essential psrts have become remarkably confined, namely,
the residence of the Hebrew tribes in Egypt, the personality
and leadership of lioses, the exodus, with the crossing of the
Red Sea, the covenant at Horeb-Sinai, and the political and

religious organization at Kadesh."l

D. Spevific Arguments for the Higtoricity of Moses.

While there are a few that deny the historicity of
Moses, either on the ground that the acocounts were written too
long after ne lived, or on any other premise, we cannot deny

the feasibility of Andrew C. Zenos' statement: "For a just

egtimate of the charsceter and work of the hero, it is necessary
!

to take into account not only what he appears to be in the out- |

ward events of higtory, but also what he became in the beliefs
of his people."2

It seems inevitable that we must sccept lioges as a
higtorical character, for it is impossible to understand the
rise of a nation or worship apart from him. 30 essential is
his charaoter to the Israelites, that if his existence had
"been blotted out of the mind of his countrymen, we should
have been obliged to postulate a personality such as his."3
In fact, the character of the Hebrew revelation demands no

lesa than loges. The definite trangition from some form of

1. Peritz, 01ld Testament History, p.64
2, "Moses™, A Stendard Bible Dictionary, p.569




| the righteous Jehovah,"2

auimism to the.éérvice of a personsl God. who chooses th; triﬂe%
of Israel, making them one with each other because they were i
loyal to Him, and revealing to them his character in the way by?
which He led them, cannot have been effected save by a great %
religious genius. J. S. Banks also expresses the same opinion,‘

"Every one today at all acquainted with the matter of historical

F
r
]
religion knows that historical and ethical religions - such as E
the Iaraelite religion undoubtedly was - alwaya go back to a
historical personality in their founder."l
Another of the arities, W.Robertson Smith, wrote, "Mbse?
evsel8 the father of the priests as well as the father of the
prophets....He was a prophet as well as a judge. As such, he |
founded in Israel the great. principles of the moral religion c:f‘1
We can see readily that lioses isan historical personage
in themmind's eye of the orities. Whatever of value this may

have for us does not lie in acourate or correet order of dates.

A bare record of past events is of little use to the present,

What the reader of history needs shove everything else is to

learn the mesning of these events - their effect on the 1life

of nations, on the life of individusls, on the relation of one
country or race to another. He wants to know the place which
actions held with regard to development, social progress,

religious advance; how they influenced the charscter of the

1., Hastings, Greater lien and Women of the Bible, p.1l2
2, Hastings Bible Dictionary, p.4456
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actors; the motives which led the actors to do what they did -

ation but for instruotion, that the reader may learn what to
imitate and what to avoid, how to act under given oircumstances

end how not to act. For this purpose a list of events is use-

less, The writers select their material, then arrenge and com-

ment. They present history as it sappeasals to them in itg char-
acter of a guide for the future. This is a true generalization

for all history; and the history of Israel is no exception.

i
[
and so forth. Thus true history is written not for mere informf
|
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|
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|
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III - TENTATIVE RECCNSTRUCTION OF THE LIFE OF lOSES

A, Israselites Enslaved in igypt.

Some time in the past at about the same time that the
Tel-el=-Amarna letters were written, the tribe of Jmcob separ-
ated from their Edomite brother-tribes in Palestine and went
to the land of Goshen in Egypt. There they dwelt for a period
ranging from four geﬁerations to 430 years. <They retained

their own language, their nomadic customs, and their ancestral

'religion. The tenacity with which they clung to their national

and religious peculiarities is attested to by thneir constant

reference to "the God of thy Fathers.“l

While here Pharaoh pute the Israelites to doing task-
work, possibly making bricks. Belng a nomadic rather than an
industrial people they mourned and lamentea, c¢rying unto their
God each day until they were finslly heard by Him. They were
not able to shake off the yoke, however, that was placed on
them by Pharaoh, probably Rameses II, so ¢od raised up for them
8 deliverer from among them, and gave him the cultural advan-~
tages of Pharaoh's own court through some divine providence.

That there was any large group of Israelites in kgypt
is not to be expectsed for only two midwives were necessary to
care for tne births, In Judges 6:8, a century later, there

were only 40,000 warriors in Isramel. 1ihese statements are to

1. Ixodus $:8; 15:2; 18:4
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be preferred to that of Exodus 12:37, which gives the number of;

men in Isreel at the time of the exodus &s 600,000, implying

a total population of one and a half million. Such a number
is contradictory to the geographical and historical background,
and probally rests upon & characteristic exaggeration of a

later gsource.

B. The Birth and Early Life of Mosges.

The connection of iMoses with the Levites is vouched for
not only by the statement of his birth in E and P,l but also ﬁ
4from the facet that the Levites of the ganctuary of Lan claimed
to be the descendants from }:}'oses.2 Another reference is a

|
designation made by the Levites of themselves in Veuteronomy :
|

3%:8 as"the people of thy holy one", i.e. loses. Perhaps also
the Mushl in the P account of Exodus 6:19, as the name of a
division of the Levitical olan Merari, denotes another group

of Levites, who st one time claimed descent from liogses.
3

The E statement that Moses grew up in lgyptian surroun?-

ings, is to be supported by the apparent connection of his f
name with the Egyptian "Mesu". However, Renan supposes that
it was not likely that he was greatly influenced in his work
as s medium of divine revelation to Isrsel, by any-Egypt&an
| training.4 The main reason for holding this is the fact that

the pre-prophetic religion hasg little in common with that of

1. Exodus 2:2; 6:20
2, Judges 18:30
3, Exodus 2:19
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Eegypt, and also he received that training later under the in- |

gtruction of the iMidienite prieasat, Jethro, his fether-in-law.
But this need not discount the effect and value of this train- |

t
ing in the courts of tne FPharsaohs.

C. Moses the Emancipsator. ;

l. The call of lioses.

Exodug 2 - 4:6

The historical chnaracter of ioses is not bound up with
the detalls of his cnildhood and life. It is allogether prob-
able that later tradition wove about their favorite hero &
great deal of fanoiful tradition, much as we do todey with our
herces. IHis name does attest to his Zgyptian connections, and !

he appears to have shared in their oppression. His contact

here in Bgypt with the oculture and learning of the day did not
make him forget his origin as he might easily have done. Dr. i
Bhimaro K. Ambedkar, Borm of outcast parents in India, tells
ug that he faced the sawme problem when he returned from his

gstudies abroad: "In the hour of his deep despair he faced the

temptation to break completely with his past, deny his outcast !

origin, and lose himself in some grestl city."l
0f vitel importance is the stay of ..0ses in the desert
land of liidian where he received his source of information from

his priest fatherpin-law, Like Jacob, he too married a girl

1. L.O.Hartman, "India's Lincoln", Zion's Herald, Vol.1ll4,
p.248, laren 11, 1936




Y the god of the fathers who appesrs to lioses. So lioses was to

| to help his embondaged brethren in Egypt, that under the

from ti:is Kenite tribe. Here Moses received three essential

things: environmental ingpiration, the name of Jenovah, and ;
|

& personal religious experience with Yahweh that he must trans-
i m |

mit to his people in bondage in the land of igypt. The problemﬂ

ag to whether this name had before been revealed to the Is-

raelites is & minor one, for all three sources agree that it is,

g0 then to his enslaved brothers in the land of Goshen to re-

vive in them thelr ancestral religion, which they had almost

forgotten during these days of enslavement.

The mission was conferred on lioses in the form of &

1
T
theophany - & burning hush., All the symbolism suggest the pre-q
gincts of a senctuary, possible when he was serving nis father~]

in-law at the "Mountain of God." He was So impressed by the !
|

presence of Jehovah In this place and filled with the longing
influence of Jethro, he caught the vision. His people too |
could be free, know Jehovah, asnd worship Him on this mountain |
as 4id their Xenite relatives. Thus inspired with the vision,

the call of God, encoureged by relatives, he get out for ugypt

to deliver them.

2. The plagues.

Exodus 6:1-6:1; 6:88-7:7.

The accounts of the exeocution of lioses' commission, his

hesitancy, his encouragement by the promise of divine aid and
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templated, whether by natural phenomens or by divire interven-

the association of Aaron hig brother with him, the unbelief of
his people, the opposition of Fharaoh, and the series of divine
interpositions, all bear witness to and reflect the recognition
of the magnitude of the task and wod's gracious providence in |
Israel's deliverance from Egypt,.

From the msocounts it has been computed that ten plaguaa‘

came upon the Isrselites at the time when lioses wag geeking

deliverance for tne people. Of these, ten plagues, two differ-}
y
ent pairs ere possible duplicates, thus reducing the number to !

f
eight. How they were brought sbout cannot be accurately con- H

tion., Assuming that either could be right, we know that some-
thing must have happened to make Pharaoh consent to their
departure, These plagues may well have happened &t this par-
ticular time much as do like plagues today, with the allowanoce
for the extent of death of the first-born. Just what part

Moses played in this we do not know,.

3. The Pasgover and the Exodus.

Exodus 12:1-13:16.

It i3 quite generally assumed that the Pharaoh of the

oppression was Kameses II (1290-1220 B.C.) and Merneptah, his

son (1220-1210), wgs the Pharaoh of the HExodus. During the !
reign of lierneptah many subjects attempted to throw off their |
yokes and burdens given them by the great congueror and builder

Rameses II. Following his death xgypt was thrown into
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1200 B.C. :
The Passover connected with the Exodus involves in its

present form much of the later additions asnd stages of develop-

ment through which it psssed. The slaying and eating of the
lamb is possibly & nomadic practice dating beyond Loses, Pos- ;
8ibly this was the feast he wanted to celebrate when he ap~ %
roached Pharaoh, The fesst of the unleavened bread has s ;
Canaanitic, sgricultural origin that is foreign to Isrsel at ;
this time. The third charascteristic of the festival as record-
wd is the feasat of the deliversnce from Lgypt. Historically
all the characteristics of the feasat tie up to the Ixodus
event: the Passover lamb with the last plague, and the un-

leavened bread with the haste with which they left the land.

4, Crossing the Red Sea.
Exodus 13:17-15:21.

The character of the documents is well disclosed in tiid
event., The cuief oharacter of J is tae antaropomorphism of
God. To E an intermediary is necesssry. In P the wholc
is a elimactic event to point out the direct agency of God.
Pushing aside the theology of the day in which the accounts
were written, we see here a historical situation.

There are two poasible routes, but the Israelites ehoosP

the wilderneas route because they fear hostile tribes in the




9(,

open country. About the time they reach the Red Ses, Tharaoh
hears of the esceping Hebrews and pursues them. When he
reaches the Red 3ea, he sees the Israelites crogsing over the
bagsin of the shallow neck of water, possibly located about
l'in the position of the Suez Canal today. The wind that had

|
blown all night had blown the water back so that the Israelites

entered it with his chariots, they mired down. With the reced-
ing of the water Fharaoh was forced to leave the chase, The
exact place where this occurred is possibly in the region of
the Suez Canal, which was probably at that time covered with
shallow water. The real historical character of the deliver-~
ance is evidenced in the short poetic ﬁtteranoe:

"Sing to Jehovsh, for he exulted himself mightily,

Horse and chariots he cast into the sea,"

D; Mogeg, the Wilderness Leader.

l. Biblical dats.
Exodus 1532 - 18.

For consgtruceting a higtoric account of Israel's life in
the wilderneas, the Biblical references are &t their best only
gecanty and scattered. Iiost of these, too, come from P, who is
interested in placing all insatltutions gnd cugtoms of his time

back in the period of lioses. To do this he elaborates accounts

l. Exodus 15:21

could cross the muddy swamp all right on foot, but when rharaoh|

i
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1 - .
of the tapernsole, 1laws ssg to priests and worship,? & highly
artificial organizetion of tribes, and an extensive list of
encampments.5 These accounts lose much of their value because

of the P objective, and also the fact that the stopping-places

can no longer be identified.

2. Provigions in the desgert.

|
Exodus 15:22-16:35; HNumbers 11:4-10,13,18-24a,31~35.]|

The vital problem of these wanderers was their source k
|
|

of food and water. The people were greatly dependent upon the
nomadio experiences of lLoses, having logst much of their nomadicé

instinets during the Egyptian bondage. So when food or water

gprings were brackish, but were sweetened:; at Xlim, lmssah, and|]

i

|

failed, lloses had to bear the responsibility. At Marsh the i

Meribah (Xadesh}, there was sufficient water supply. E

The manna and quail provided bread and food. The quailr

& migratory bird, well-known in the 3inaitic peninsula, often

flies in huge flocks until exhausted. It thus beccomes an easy
prey for man, OCne of two products may be identified as the

manna which the Hebrew people ate. Oune is an exudation of the |
!

tamarigk tree., It is of a waxy eonsistency,. white in color, |

palatable, and sweet like honey. Under the sun's rays it melts]

quite readily. <This is one possible food, or manna, that the

Hebrews ate. <The other, a lichen growing on the surface of

1, Ixodus 2b=31; 30-40
2. Book of Leviticus

3. Numbarg 1=10:29
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| Beersheba, 18 the place referred to. Near fto this are two

| might find, for a time at least, sustenance and a residence

TT T T ——p—

il
rocks, rolls up #into white balla about the size of a pea or nut,

t

il

during storms or rainsg., These blow or wash into heaps. They h
% !

are tagteless, but are ground and baked into a bread.

1

1
These Hebrew people of necessity were not continually ”
/|
upon a march, for they had to find water and pasture for their |

2 H
flocks. Thegse flocks, too, no doubt were a source of food |

during this exodus, supplying meat and milk. We are thus led

t

|

to believe that much of the forty yesrs in the wilderness was
gpent in the fertile Kadesh valley, following & semi-agricult- '

lr
|
ural mode of life., 1
|
3. Hoebrew resgidence in Ksdesh.

The Biblical sccountg of Meribah and Xadesh are he-

lieved today to be the same place.5 This information has led

us to believe that Ain Kades, about fifty miles south of

other springs, Ain-El-Xederat {probably the older lieribah},

and a poorer spring, Ain Kuseme {perhaps lMarah}. Henry Clay
Trumbull reported of this place in 188l: "Judging from this
degceription, it was a region well suited to serve Israel, if

it didnot number over 5,000 persons, as a place where they

for tne development of the intermediaste satage between Egypt

and Canasan.”" We may believe that it was over tnis spot that

1., Peritz, Old Testement History, p.8l
8. Ibidtg p.a
4

Bxodug 17T+ Numbers 20113
Bs : s 20+3-313
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the Israelites fought with the Amalekites at the Biblical placet

called LRephidim, |

4, The judiciel organization.

Exodus 18:1-27; Numbers 11:11,12,14~17,24b~30

Somewhere near Horeb-Sinai, Jethro, lLioses' father-in-
law, came to visit lioses and the Hebrews. It is under his in-
fluence that lioses forms the first judicial organization of
the tribe. The influence of the kidianite priest upon lioges
and the Hebrews cannot be over-esatimsted. Jethro was definite-
ly the teacher of lioses. lLioses, as priest and judge, at this

time atarted sharing his responsibilities. ilo doubt these
!

harder disputes that lioses settled by bringing them to “od was
by the use of the sacred lots, mentioned in the Blessing of

| Moses, the Urim and the Thummim., The other cases to be decided

by chieftain officials were to be given to men endowed with the
spirit of God. Here then is the origin of two classes: priest
and prophet, the priest to be guided by the use of the material
lots, the Urim and Thummim; the prophet to be guided by a
gpiritual dream or vision. licses then belonged to both classes,
He kxnew God "face to face™, and also he was the high priest for
gettling disputes. liany religious disputes arose over the
superiority of these offices. Disputes arose between Aaron
and Miriam and Lioses; between Dathan and Abiram sgainst loses;
and also a rebellion of Korah and 250 followers against lLioses

and Asron.
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5. Location of Horeb-Sinai,

The destination of Mngea and the people as they left
Egypt was evidently the "Mountain of God™"™, called Sinai by J
and P, and Horeb by E, 0Of the many places for the pogsible

location of this spot, liount Araif, a mountain in the desert

of south-west Edom, near to Kadesh, is probably the ome meant.l

The best argument for this location is this quatrain taken
from Deuteronomy 33:2.

"Jehovah came from Sinai,

He arose from 3eir unto them,

He shined forth from lMount Paran,
And he came from lieribah-Kadesh."

E., Moses, the lLaw-Giver at Horeb-3inai.

1. The Covenant at Horeb-Sinai.

We are not to be misled that lioses did not have aun
equocational background. His studies’in bgspt, and especially
the ingstruotion of Jethro, were of inestimable value to him.
Neither did the Code of the Covenant grow up over night. It
was many generations in achieving its total significance in
the minds and lives of the Hebrew people. <i‘he process is one
of deliversnce by Jehovah, and then moral obligation on the
part of the people to serve Him, (It is summarized as follows:
"Ye have seen what I have dons unto the xgyptians, and how I

bore you on eagle's wings, and brought you unto myself, Now,

1. Judges 5:4f; Deuteronomy 33:2; Exodus 8:27; Habakkuk 3:3a
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therefore, if you will obey my voice indeed, and keep my woven-

ant, then ye shall be my possession from among all pGOples."l
2. Moseyg, the originator of Hebrew laws at Horeb-3inai.
Moges hsag been considered the great law-giver by the

Hebrews down through the ages, and the occasion for his devel-

opment was at Horeb-Sinai, Scholars recently have had to aban-

don such theories; for Babylonian and Egyptian sources refer

to many of these laws long before the time of (oges. That licse
was & legislator is the uniform tradition, and it has become
inereasingly more probable that such was his function by the
findings of the high state of ceivilization whih which hLe was
surrounded.

Peritz has attributed the starting of the tradition
which ascribed this colleetion of laws to liogses; then he traces
it down tkrough nine centuries to the time of kizra in seven
different codes as followa: "(1l) The lecalogue, “xodus 20:1-17
Deuteronomy 5:6-281, found in two slightly varying rescensions,
end embodying moral requirements; (2) The Ritual Decalogue,
Exodus 34:1-26, consigting of simple reguirements relating to
the religious oult; (3) The Social Code, Deuteronomy 27:15-26,
relating chiefly to social duties; (4) The Book of Covenant,
fo-called, Exodus 24:7), Exodus 20:22 - 23:19, containing both
civil and ritual laws in greater detail; (5) The Deuterononio

Law, Deuteronomy 12:1 ~ 26:28, - which is an evident expansion

of the Sook of Covenant; (6) Law of Loliness, lLevitiocus 17 - 26

containing mainly ritual legislation, and characterized by en-

L
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i (19:2); (7) The Priestly Code, embracing sll the other legis-

foreing the regquirements on the grounds of Jehovah's holiness

lation in Exodus, Leviticus, and ilumbers not already assigned,

being the most extensive, and supplementing them all."l

D The Decalogue .
Exodaus 20:1-17; Deuteroncny 5:6-21.

The Decalogue ag written out in the & narrative of this

paper is probably liosaic. A great contribution of lLoses

- Was the establishment of  the conception of monotheism. As

we have already pointed out, there was implicit in the "God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob," a polytheism

in the Hebrew worship before the time of Lioses., Other traces

‘of polytheism are presented in the names of places, sanctuaries

trees, pillars, towns, streams, and so forth, that bore these
names with the suffix "E1l", meening God. The second command-
ment implies their simple degert life; the third, a further
avoidance of the misuse of Jehovah's name; the fourth is an
adaptation or earlier development; other commandments all bear
the gocial implications of any unitary social order. Fhe
geventh commandment is a threat at heathen orgies practiced

by the Baslizers.,

4, The Ark of Jehovah.

Exodus 25:1e~22,

1. Peritz, 0ld Testament History, p.25

L
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The chief Losaic cultic practice was the use of the

Ark of Jehovah in worship and in war. As a priest lioses said
the cultic utterance as the Ark went out to war. And he also
with the people,‘likewise, repeated a cultic ery when the 4rk ﬁ
returned to rest. From the departure from Horeb-Sinai onward
the Ark, rather than liount Horeb-3inail, became the Ssource of
the presence of Jehovah for the Hebrew people. 350 we hear
Moses ory as tune Ark departs:

"Rise up, ©C Jehovah, and let thine enemies be gcattered
And let them hate thee, flee before thee.”

And when it rested, he said:
"Return, O Jehovah, un{o the ten thousands of the
thousands of Israel."

5., The Tent of Meeting.

While P designates the grandeur of the tent of meeting,
it is to be believed that this tent where the Ark resided, and
where licges answered the harder problems by the Urim snd Thum-
mim, was only a gimple tent 1like the others in the camp, but
holding a central place. These two lots containing the yea
and nay were cast in a linen garment or pocket called an Ephod,
The vell worn by Lioses has been sugzgested to be the one worn

et all times when representing Jehovah in these deecigions.

F, Moses from Horeb-Sinai to Pisgah,

After leaving Sinai events are rapid and almost un-

l. Humbers 10:35-34
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i traceable. As to the priesthood, loses clearly places the care

of the Ark and the Tent of lieeting in the hands of hig own
family. Joshua, indeed, was left in charge of the tent, but
only as the deputy of lioses, who was the high priest. lioses
appeared to have left the suceeszssion of the priesthood to his
enildren; it is not olear how far P's statement thet the

family of daron was entrusted with the priesthood is derived

. from the ancient tradition, but the ordinary analysis supports

|
|
|
| this view.by giving Deuternnomy 10:6 and Joshua 14:33 to E, but
|
| on the other nand, they may belong to Rp.

1

It was perhaps over a genergtion before the Hebrews

E were permitted to pass over the Jordan into Canaan, Juring
| this time many of the older people died. Ilioses, 4aron, and

| E&riam also died before entering Cansan., It was only after

conquering Sihon that the way was open for Israsel to approsach
the Trans-Jordan viclnity. DMoses, according to the J sccount
was buried in an unmarked grave at some place in the valley

of Moab, opposite Beth-peor.
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IV -~ THE WORK OF lO3ES

Regarding the work of lLoses, and especially regarding W
' the extent and ocontent of the laws promulgated by him we have
| garied accounts in the aifferent sources of the Pentateuch,
' But there are certain points which are taken for granted as
. firmly established by tredition. These facts are related by

j k. Kautzsch as follows: '™Moses, of the tribe of Levi, was the

i first to problaim Jahweh aa the God of the whole people of

f Israel, and ag their Deliverer from the bondage of Hgypt; that
f at Sinai he brought about the conclusion of the covenant be-

| tween Jahweh and Isarael; that he at least laid the foundation
* 0of the judicial and ceremonisl ordinances of Israel, and that

i+ he left benind him more or less copious notes."t

| A. The Creator of a Nation.

The escspe from Egypt was but g preliminary to the

i great work of liosea, To him fell the task of binding together
into & single political unit the wvarious tribes, who, it seens,
E!haé hitherto maintained a real independence, though they had

| recognized a kinship of blood. "The only force that could have
| achieved this," says Professor Robinson, "was that of a new

religion, and it was a new religion that loses had to offer his

people.“2

1. "Relggdon of Isrsel™, Hastings Bible Dictionary, Ixtra
VOlUme, 90624
2 REobinaon =l oF—the—=epb W-—8110 - eorrts
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Professor Robinson says, "Israel came into existence
with lioses, but she wag far from reaching her full nature when
ghe entered Canasan. It is with the exodus that her history
beging, but we can regard this only as the commencement of a
process which was not complete until the estublishment of the
monarahy.“l Some have preferred to call i‘oses a geeat leader
in preference to a creastor of a nation, for it is true that
he only begsn & process that did not achieve its end in his
l1ife time, but many generations later.

Let us see what tne elements contributed by i:oses were,
that out of a chaotic slave class of people, & great independ-~
ent Hebrew nation came to be built. Frofessor Louis Wellis
believes that in searching for this answer to the problem, "we
unexpectedly get light upon the central problem of the Bible."
In the traditional view found in the Cld Tegtament, the Hebrew
clan originally consisted of twelve tribes that were welded Dby
lioses into a mighty social organism vather suddenly at ﬂouﬁt
3inai, in the desert of Arsbia. To the nation he gave a rather
elaborate written constitution. According to the constitution
the Israselites were all to conducet religious services at one
central meeting house, or kind of chureh building. This was
called the "Tent of lMeeting," and was centrally located for
religious and judicial purposes. This portable sancturay, a

tent, was carried about over the desert., It contained the

1. Robinson, History of Israel, p.67
2., Wallis, Sociological Study of the Bible, p. 15

2|,
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 view, "the Tent of lieeting waa s vital proclamation that here,

Ark of the Covenant, and possibly en sltar upon which sacrificeg

were made, Wallis dsclares that according to the traditional

in the wilderness of Arabia, a new gocial group had come into
existence. <The degert sanctuary was thas the centrsl symbol |
of the nation's politieal integrity."l This centralization of
Jehovah worship was the first centralization of the twelve
tribes into & socislized, unified whole, or a"Hebrew nation."
Moses planted the first of the seeds for a crop that

Saul harvested. The great leadership of lloses has never been

geriously questioned, but Wallis believes that the social
group known as "the Hebrew mation" came slowly into exiastence,
in the lsnd of Canaan, at the point of junetion between two
previously hostile races, the Israelites and the Amorites.2
This would make the organized group of Hebrews at the time of
Moses only 8 potential nation, which for &ll practical purpases
we could well afford to concede, seeing that much that these
people did was dependent upon licges. Vhen trouble came, lioses
was blamed; the same was true if they were hungry or thirsty.
Moges not having been permitted to crogs the Jordan was not
able to develop the nation to which he definitely gave lmpetus.

Implicit in the development of national consciousness
is another seed planted in the covenant idea, that Israel is

the chosen people, and Jehovah is their God. "Now, therefore,

1. Vallisg, Sociologiocal btudy of the Bible, pp.17-18
2., Ibid., p.23




a3

®

if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye
shall be mine own possession from among all peoples, for all
thigs earth is mine; And ye shall be unto me a Zingdom of
priests and a holy nation."l Without this nstional conscious-
ness Israel could never have withstood the sturdier hesthen
with which they
eivilizations into which they migrated and/coalesced. lioses
it was who by the sheer force of his personality and leadership
wove into the woof and-fiber 0f these nomadic tribes the geeds
of nation consgciouaness, |
Kent and Jenk® in their little book, "The aking of
a Nation™, see in liocges tiae real Creator of the iHebrew Nation.
"Although the traditions regesrding him have been transmitted
from mouth to mouth, they portray the character and work of
Moses with remarkable clarity and impressiveness, [oses wss
primarily s patriot. He was also a prOphet-statesmén, able
to grasp and interpret the significence of the great crises
in the life of his people and to suggest practical solutions.
Moreover, he wsg able to inspire confidence, and to lesd as
well as direct. In the harsh environment of the wilderness
he was able to adjust himself to the most difficult conditions.

In lesding tne Hebrew serfs from the land of Egypt, he became

in&eed the creator of the future Hebrew Hation. As judge and

coungellor, he taught coneretely the broad principles which

became the foundation of later Hebrew law."2

i, Exodus 19:5
2. Kent, The Making of a Nation, p.87
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Moses oould never have achieved thés success, were it
not for the discipline of the desert and the influence of his
father-in-law. Harris signified the importsnce of .oges'
preparation for lesdership in founding the nebrew nation as
follows: "He needed the disoeipline of the desert, If he would
identify himself fully with the fortunes of his people...What
is more important is the significance of his a@lliance by occu-
pation and marriage with an importent desert tribe. Yhe Kenite
obscurely related to the tribe of Judah, were a nomadic tribe
who acted as smiths to the scattered peoples of the 3inaitic
peninsula.“l He goes on to stress &8 important in the work of
loses for the founding of & nation, the "adoption of Yahweh as
Israel's God," the "ratification of the Covenant," and the
"godification of the moral 1aw."? The whole work of lioses
then, we might asay, was important to the founaing of the

HEebrew nation.

B, The Insugurator of Justice.

The E account of Jethro's advice to lioses throws guite
8 bit of light upon Hebrew judlecial legislation and lioses as
its inaugurator. The P account puts this event after the re-
ceiving of the cmvenant,"5 but we can safely take E's account

in the matter that it was before receiving the covenant at

1. Harris, The Hebrew Heritage, p.l27
2., Ibid., pp.128-9
3. Deuteronomy 1:9-18
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Sinai.l While they were encamped at the foot of the sacred
mountein, logses' father-in-law, Jethro, a lidianite priest,
came to the camp, bringing his daughter Zipporah, lioses' wife,
and his two sons to him. ™And Jethro took a burnt-offering
and sacrifices for God: And Aaron came, and all the elders of
Israel, to eat bread with liosesa' father-in-law before God."2
Juat preceding this we see the source of thisg fidelity to
Jehovah expressed in the polytheistic statement of Jethro,
"Now I know that Jehovah is greater than all gods."5 Jehovah
was but another God to Jethro. However, he made & timely re-
commendation to Moses about jurigdiction and Jjudgment over his

people at this time.

It was the practice in the time of lioses, 80 the critic%

|
point out, that the neads of families should be the judges, anmd,

the law of Jjudgment was "ocustom.™ E. Xautzsch says, "As in
the cultus of the iiosaic age, g0 also in the social life of
Israel, controlling the factors was not a 'body of definite
pregeriptions, but the power of custom - custom, it is true,
upon which from the first an ever-increaging influence was
exerted by the religious uniqueness of Jahwism."4 Theodore
Robinson points out the same thing: "The responsibility of

desling with tne differenoces between the individusl members

l. Ixodus 18:1-26

2. Exodus 18:12

3. Exodus 18:11

4, E. Kautzsche, "History of Israel,” Hastings 3ible Dictionar
Extra Volume, p.663Db

I
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would naturally fall upon the senior members of each family,
| and here we would find the germ of much larger and more com-

. plicated organization."l

When Jethro saw lioses overtaxing himself with the ocus-

tomary judicial duties of a leader, which Xent says are still
probably practiced by nomadic tribes, ~-"then, as today, the
head of the tribe wag one to whom all guestions of dispute
were referred,"z— he made s suggestion that has influenced the
whole world. Xent says, "Even in asncient Zabylon there does
not appesr to have been g distinot class of judges, but instead,
every man in asuthority was caslled upon to discuarge at certain
times judicial as well as administrative functions.“r

Jethro suggesated that lioses met as the supreme judge,
and 88 such he was to exercise the regular functions of the
priegthood. Robingon says, "In the last resort one of the
esgential duties of the tribel God was judicial."4 }Yogses was
to be "the people's aavocate with God, and bring the cases to
God, and make known to them the statutes and decisions, and
show them thy way wherein they must walk, and tne work that

they pust do."™ Furthermore, since the work was too great for

himself alone, he was "to provide out of the people, “od-

fearing, reliable men, hating unjust gain; and place such over

then to be rulers of thousands, ruler s of hundreds, rulers

l. Robinson, History of Israel, Vol. I, p.1l03

2, KXent, Heroes and Crises of Barly Hebrew History, ».201
3. Ibid., p.201

4. IRobinson, History of Israel, Vol. I, p.l03
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of fifties, and rulers of tens, and to let them judge the
people at all times."l Then Moses would himself be given more
time for his priestly duties and comnunication with Jehovah;
"the hard cases were brought to Moses, but every small matfer
they gitdged themselves."

Professor Robingon believes tigt l'oses used the Urim

and Thwmim for deciding Jehovah's will. "Casges which could

not be decided otherwise were brought to nim, ana he would make

his will known to each. His method wes usually through the ap-
plication of sacred lot, or some other means which was clearly
beyond humen control."@ Granting the probability of this, we,
however, ocannot discount the fact that at the same time lioses
did make known also gt such times the laws and principles which
they were to observe.

A8 a priest of Jehovah, loozed upon as one who should
promulgate eivil law, he handed down precepts which in time
"inevitably developed into f£ixed customs wnich wegulated the
life of the nation."5 AS new needs arose, the principles
underlying these customary laws were applied, and the resulting
decisions supplemented wtill further the constantly growing
body of customary law, The present literary form of these
cugtorary laws indicete that in time the more important of

them were orystallized into lecalogues, each contasining ten

1. Exoaus 19:20-22a
2. Robinson, History of Israel, Vol. I, p.103
3. Kent, Heroes and Criges of Early Hebrew History, p.202




ghort words, which were originally treasured in the minds of

i succeeding generastions. As these decalogues and customary

laws inoreased in number, they were difficult to remember.

| were recorded, but the development of written codes is un-

|
|
I When the Hebrews acguired the art of writing, these decalogues
|
|
E doubtedly a later stage in the history of Hebrew law.

y Whether or not lLioses wrote is questioned., <“Yhe two
; 8tones upon which Jehovah is supposed to have written with his
i own finger is sometimes considered fictitious. Whatever may
} have been written on these stones - if anything - is not im-
i portant. The important thing is that ne is traditionally con-
gidered the Hebrew lawgiver. Xent well outlines the truth of
Moses as the inaugurator of justice, "as Jehovakh's prophet,
4 Llioses proclaimed those germinal principles which underlie the
h €14 Testament laws. As judge, he formulates tihese principles
| in definite decisions whiceh in time grew into customary law,
ﬁ and then by slow atages was expanded into the ever-growing
i body of legislation. <he process of growth was so gradual
| and the cocnnection with Lioses go c¢lose that each succeeding
i generation naturally and inevitably regarded i:oseg as the
Eauthor of each and every code."t

In concelusion E, Kautzgch sums up our whole problem.
He says, "What does all of this mean, it is asked, but that

Moses made scquaintance at Sinsi with Jahweh, afdd proclaimed

him thenceforth as tne wod of Israel?.....ilight not Sinai (or

1. Xent, Heroes and Crises of Hebrew history, p.202
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| unkrnown God.

. Jethro, tne leader of the XKenites, was a priest of Jshovah at

Eoreb) have been for long the 'Mount of God' also for certain
Isrselitish tribes, as appears to be implied in ixodus 4:27%7..
«.The work of loses would thus have consisteda in proclaiming
and securing recognition for the special goa cf certain tribes .
ag the God of the whole nation.%....for "even in the oldest
gources of the Pentatembkh it is always implied that Jahweh was

not proolaimed to Israel as an absolutely new, and therefore
1
"

C. The Religious ‘eacher of Israel,

l. Promotion of Yahweh worship.
Ag to who Yahweh wag and hiis origin we have three ac-

counts by the narrators. Aceording tc the approximate source,

the time when Isrsel was even yet serving "other gods;" and

thig document spesks of "the gods wuich your fatners gerved on

the other side of the {Euphrates) river and in Egypt."z Accordp

ingly, the E doocument avoids the mame "Jehovah™ in Genesis,
and also in Exodus "uytil the point is reached where Israel
entered into covenant with the Kenites."5

The Judehite writer, however, refers: to the Jehovah
8s tie God worsunipped by the fathers from the time of Adanm

when even wentiles were in the habit of calling upon his name.4

1. K. XKautzschy, "Religion of Israel," Hastings Bible Dlictionar |
Extra Volume, pp.626-7
2. 4Joshuas 24:2,14 o 4. Genegis 4:26

Fe




The Priestly writer tries to correlate this discrepancy by the
explanation that the Israelite forefathers knew not Jjehovah by
his name, but knew him ag "El Shaddai.” This nag been trans-
lated as "God Almighty," but such translation is ques-
tioned by SOme.l

Budde comes to our aid here to explain that even after

Israel became settled in the land of Cansan, Jehovah came from

His abode on iount Sinai to help Deborah and 3araek win a
battle over the Cansanites in the valley of ;/:ishon.2 Then
three centuries later E&lijah makes a journey to the "lMount of
God, to Horeb," to see Jehovah in His home, wkich he did.5
Thig long-held aouncept of the place and origin of Yshweh

{ Jehovan) is conclusive evidence to Budde as to whom God be-
longed., ™The God of Sinai must have heen worshipped by the
people which dwelt in His territory, at Sinai.....Yshweh,
therefore, ig the God of the tribe to wnich lLioses, on his
£flight from Egypt, Joined himself in marriage; the mountain-
God of Horeb, who appears to him and promises him to lead his
brethren out of Egypt.“4 Thig is quite a common tendency, and
well-justified it geems, that Yahweh worship did come into ex-
istence for Israel at the point of coalescence.between Israel
and her relatives, the Xenites. The fact that Jethro was the

priest who did the sacrificing and guoteu the covenant between

1. Wallis, God in the Socdal Process, p.b3

2. Judges 5:4°F

3. II Xings 19

4, Budde, Religion of Israel to the bkxile, pp.l8-19
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himself and Yahweh when he greeted MNoses and the Isgraelites at
the foot of Liount Sinai1 is éignificant.

The ancient song chants the origin of Yahweh:

"Yahweh came from 3inai,

And rose over JSier,

He shone from Honnt Paran,
He ceme to l.eribath-Kedesh."

2

Olmatead believes, "All this implies that 7ahweh was
8 desert god whose home was outside the later gettlements of
iiis worshippers; whether he was originally non-Hebrew ig not
g0 sure, though this has been confidently asserted. iis char-
acteristics were thogse of the degert, simple and austere; he |
wag connected with the storm, on whose wings he rode; the phen-
omena of the epiphany at Sinail have suggested to some that theré
was also conunection with voleanoes. His ritual was equally

8imple. A4s other nomadic deities, no image set forth his ap-

pearance., iig abode was 8 tent, from which he went forth in

a cloud by day and a fire by night to lead his people. Desert

feasts and sscrifices and burnt offerings from the flocks and

herds completed tne worship.“3

What did 211 this have to do with i'‘0ses? loged had a
deep religious experience at Horeb, and vowed to bring all
Isrgel there to worship. ihnis was done, and into the religiow
oﬁstoms of Israel were codified the religious oconcepts of the

Kenites, Ilkoses was 80 intimate with Jehovah that he came to

1. Ixodus 18:11-12
2. JDeuteronomy 33:2
3+ Olmatead, History of Palestine and Syria, p.258




know him "face to fece." Budde says that Isrsel had but one

objective, "delivercnce from bondage in &gypt., If it became

| converted to the new God, Yshweh, &and toox:' thigs step, it gave

i oredence to lioses' preaching that God was able and willing to

grant its wiéh."l It was this religious zeal in the heart of
Moses that "Mosesy' Yahweh must become ISrael's Yahweh,"2 that
made liogeg the resl promoter of Yahweh worship.

After the covenant st lount Sinai, tue ark became the
gource of God's presence, and e wag worshipped bpecause he
was 8 war~God and could protect Israel. lloses sang the cultie
war ory ap the issuance of the ark to war and again when it
returnad.é That Jehovah is their God, protector, and they are
his people is of no small significance to these primitive wor-
shippers. 3udde says, "What Yahweh-worship signified at tuis
time ig apparent. Israel needed a God mighty in war, and

found Him here, So Yahweh remained henceforth....“4

2. Development of the Covenant idesa.
a. eaning of the covenant idea.

It is still & practice in certain parts of Arabia for
individuvuals or tribes to join themseives together by covenant.

"A covenant is the strongest bond that can bind together men

1. Budde, The Religion of Israel to the ixile, p.25=6
2. HXnopf, The 0ld Testament Speaks, p.84

3. Numbers 10:356

4. Budde, The Religion of Israel to the Zxile, p.28
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? the proper place for Israel to make its covenant with Jehovsh,

| for it was the wovenant binding together those tribes wnich re-

or tribes.....a covensnt is established between two individuals)

{
“1

when they have drunk their mingled blood. At Sinai would de

garded the sacred mountain as Jehoveh's abode. In the two
earlier acgounts of the maxing of the covenamt, oxen were sac-~
rificed and blood was sprinkled upon the people, as in later
Zebrew ritual, "The essential element, however," says Profes-
gor C.¥.Kent, "in the covenant was not the symbolism but the
terms of agreement to which each of the contracting narties
:ubscribed.“2

Jehovah had already fulfilled his promise in the
covenant by deliverunce of tne people from their bondage. As
the E narrator sets forth in Jehovah's first appearance to
losesa on Mount Sinsi, "Certainly I will be with thee, and this
ghall be a covenant unto thee, that I have sent thee: when
thou hast brought forth the people out of Egjpt, ye shall serve
God upon this mountain.“5 Fow that the people were delivered

and zerving Jehoveh upon the mountain, he was to give them the

covenant that he had formerly declared to them. "Now, there-

!
H
fore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, I

then ye ghall be mine own possegsion from among all peoples.“4

Fow tlie obligation upon the part of the people to keep the

l. Kent, Heroes and Crises of Early Hebrew History, p.190
2. Ibid., B.190 %
3., Exodus 3:12
4, Exodus 19:5
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covenant that Jehovah was to declare unto them was fslling due.
The oldest traditions state that the obligations assumed by
the people were formulated in ten brief commandments, the,
Decalogue.

According to tihe early Judesn narrative in Exodus 34,
these commands were insceribed by lioses on two stone tablets
which Be had prepared by divine command, In the later versiors
of tne story, Jehovah himself is represented as having in-

goribed them with his own finger.

b. the Decalogue.

Excdus 20:34; Deuteronomy 5.

Three days were set apart upon arriving at Sinai for
preparation before Israel would be prepared to meet Jehovah.
After washing of germents, adequate preparation, and instruec-
tions were given to the people not to go toward, nor touech,
Sinai, the great approach of Jehoveh upén the mountain brought
forth wonders. It wag amid thunderings, lightnings, volecanic
tremblings of the earth, and smoke going up from the mountain
like a furnace,l that Jehovah began proclaiming to the people
His Ten Words or Commandments.

There are two separate Ten Commandments: those which
were delivered on iount Sinai (Exodus 20), which were preserved

By E (also paraslleled by D in Deuteronomy 5), aud those found

1. ¥xodus 19:18
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in Exodus 34:14-26 which was recorded by J. Dr. Driver consid-

ers that the Commandments were "derived by E from a pre-exist-

ing source, the substance at least being engra¥ed on the tab-
1
lets in the Ark." He thinks the hortatory parts iun the fourth

and fifth are of a later date, and that the originael command-
ments were hare prohibition laws.z

0f the commandments which are best known and acfepted
today, there are many varied divisionss
(1) The Jews make the preface "I am the Lord..." the first
commandment, and make the gecond and first into & single com-
mandmenta.
(2) The Roman Cetholics and Lutherans make the first and second
a3 we have them into a single commandment, and our tenth into
two.,
(3) Cur arrangement is that of Philo, Josephus, and Origen, ami
of the venerszble Greek Church.5

Kent velieves, "The content of the decaelogue given in

4
Exodus 34 at once suggests that it is the older of the two."

This decalogue demands absolute loyalty to Jehovah much as I
would be characteristic of suech & time. JThe loyalty is to be !
in the form of sacrifices, observation of festivals, and con-
formity to ritual., It contains in outline the ancient popular

definition of religion which prevailed until the time of the

l. Driver, Introduction to 0l1ld Testament, p.30

2. Ibid., p.30

3. Carpenter, Composition of the Hexateuch, p.233

4, Kent, Heroes and Crigses in Esrly Hebrew History, p.l191
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I THOU SHALT WCORSHEIP NO OTHER GOD.

 eongummation of the original Ten Words are too much affected by

e — = — ¥
5
14

8th century prophets, who placed the emphasis upon spirit, deed#,
g

|
‘]

and personsl respongibility to both men and wod. It is, there-%
|

fore, in harmony with the point of view of the losaic Age.
Thus we would have &g the earliest conceived decalogue some-

thing about as follows:

II THOU SHALT HAKE THEE KO MOLTEN GODS.

I1I THE FEAST (F UNLEAVENEB BREAD SHALT THCU OBSERVE.

Iv EVERY FIRST~-BORN IS NINE,

v SIX DAYS SHALT THCU TCIL, BUT THE BEVENTH THCU SHEALT REST|

VI THOU SHALT OB3ERVE THE FEAST CF WEEKS AFD INGATHERINGS
AT THE END COF THE YEAR.

ViI THCU SHALT NOT OFFER THE BLOCD CF iY SACRIKICE WITH
LEAVEN .

VIII THE FAT OF EY FEAST SHALL KQOT BE LEFT UNTIL ¥CRNILG.

IX THE BEST OF THE FIRST~-FRUITS OF THY LAND SHALY THCU
BRING PC TEE HCUSE OF JEHOVAR THY GCD.

X THCU SHALT NOT SEETHE A KID IN IT3 LCTHER'S HILK.l

In this Decalogue we have the final essence of the

Covenant of Yahweh with Israel, His people, in as nearly its

original form as can be had today. The other attempts at a

later prophetic movements. Peritz, as we have already quoted,

picks out seven different aspects, or developments of this
2
Decalogue.

1, Exodus 34
Do , !
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That Moges did promulgate some primitive concise form
of Decalogue is upheld by E.Kautzsch. His only provlem is 8
"formidable diffioulty presented by the prohibition of the use
of images.™ He believes that this idea was contributed by the
8th century prophets. He even ascertaing & probability "that
originally another cammandment stood in the place of this one,
or that Moses promulgated not ten but geven oommandments."l

We can again accept Kautzsch's opinion with a great

the liosalc origin of some rudimentary form cf the Lecalogue
(apart from the command againat it} does not appear to be ab-
solutely exoluded.“z wWe are more definitely decided on this
tnan mogt any other point, <The great fact is: The Hebrew
nation owes its pregent origin, development, and contribution
to somet.iing more then a mere tale, ficetion, or tzadition.
Yoges laid a foundation which was sc inculcated intc the con-
sciousness and customs. of the people thaet it was, or became,
a covenant with Jehovah,

While Lioges laid the foundation, God did give the in-
gpiration and power to lioses in & peculiar and unigyue 3sense,
"The work of l.0ogses is traced to Divine revelation.....pon the
foundation laid by him there has arisen in the course of three
thousand years the building which includes also thke Christian

nations. 3Sut the laying of a fuundation like this is beyond

[
.

Kautzsch, "Religion of Israel"”, Hastings sSible lictionary,
Extra Volume, p.634h
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& man's power; tha mapacity must have been given him by Wod. 4An

on.. this very account the importance of tihe perscnality of liose

cannot be exaggerated."”

D. The Character of Losed.

A man 88 gréat as Moses; of whom we know go l1little,
except a3 we depict it from tradition, we can scarcely cunar-
acterize by any one trait or system of traits, but we must con-
gider the whole trend of his life. +ihe first thing we notice
sbout the chiaracter of :0ses is hig whole-hearted, unselfish
devotion to & cause, as the servant of Jehowvah.

Jehovan came to l.ogses in .idian to call him to a task
for whicn Loses wag promised nothing. The covenant.was to be
with the people whom iie should deliver, Ioses alrealy inew
Jenovah, &nd he was serving him evidently at the time. The
people whom lioges were to deliver were serfs, common brick
layers, who lacked imagination and initiastive of their own,
It was Loses' task to deliver them from slavery, lead them ih
the oesert, protect them from starvation and thirst, teach
them laws of organization asnd religion, direct them into a
apiritusl realization of tue presence of God, and finally
drive out hostile.nations from the land so tne Hebrews could
have & pkace to settle. No wonder Wade says that loges

"occupies a foremost place“2 among &1l iiebrew characters.

1. Ksautzsch, "Religion of Isrsael," Hastings Zible Lictionary,
Extra Volume, p.624b-625a

a

2. Jlgee, 01d Tegtamernt Listory p,.132




My Servant licses
1. The unswerving fidelity of loses.

Even as Abraham received in the Scoriptures as his
apeoial designation the title of "Priend of God,“l go Moses
bears the title of "The Servant of the Lord."z The special
gquality which this epithet marks is his ungwerving faithfulness
-~ that absolute unshaken fidelity to God which characterized
him through hies entire career. This almost absolute fidelity
ceme from the heart of a man that was consecrated in his total-~
ity - not only himself, but his entire family - to God,

In Midian, upon the birth of his seocond son, Moses

gave to bim the name "Eliezer,™ for he said: "The God of my

father was my help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh'&'5

The name of his son, "Eliezer,” meaning "God helps,™ was to be

a conatant reminder to himself and family of that help. In

his dealings with Fharaoh, Moses from first to last follows

exaotly all the directions that God gave him., And likewise,

in hias leadership of the Hebrews there was little less than a
oonstant reminder and pleading to them of God's claims, God's |
'will to bless, and God's power to punish. Moses was "faithful
to God in ell his houae“4 - i.8., in the entire government and
adminiastration which he exercised for forty years over Israel,

God's "house" or "household."

1. II Chronicles 20:7; Isaiash 51:8; James 2:23,

2. Exodus 14:31; Numbers 12:7; Deuteronomy 34:5; Joshua 1l:1;
Hebrews 3:5

S taxodus 1814 4——Hobrowg 3+5




Moses, in his oonstant awareness of hig prophetic
mission to the Hebrew people, was continuously witnessing to
them for God. "Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He
revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets: the
Lord hath spoken, who can but prophssy?“l As gsuch & prophet
he was a2 witness for Jehovah unto the Hebrews upon numerous
occasions: "3tand still and see the salvation of the Lord;"2

3
"the Lord shall fight for you;" "at even you shall know that

the Lord hath brought you out;"4 "this is the bread which the
Lord hath given you to eat;“5 "wherefore 40 ye tempt the Lord?ﬁ
"wherefore do ye transgress the commandment of the Lord?“7 "the
Lord your God, which goeth before you, he shall fight for you;"8
"the Lord thy God is a éonsuming fire, even a jealous God;“9

""the Lord thy God is a merciful God, He will not forsake thee;

"thou shalt fear the Lord thy God; Him shalt thou nanme, and to
' 11

IHim shalt thou cleave, and swear by His Name."
% This faithfulness, however, was somewhat marred by |
Ithe impetuous and hasty aoction of this Servant of God. At the
waters of Mhribahla Moses became tired out &t the unfaithful-
ness of his followers, and in an impetuous impotence ceried out
unto them, "Hear mow, ye rebels, must we fetch you water out of

this rook?" And as 8 consequence of this failure to give God

l. 4mos 3:7 7. Numbers 14:41
2. Exodds 14:13 8, Deuternmomy 1:30

« Excdus 14:14 9. Deuteronomy 4:24

. Exodds 16:6 10, Deuteronomy 4:36 !
5. Exodus 16:15 11/ Deuteronomy 10:20 !

6. Exodus 16:16 l2. Humbers 20:10-13

"10
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the glory, and the taking of oredit for the miracle unto him-

welf, he was not permitted to enter into the Promised ILand.
2, The soclal passion of Moses,

Humen socciety has rarely presented a more baffling
social problem than that which confronted Moses in Egypt. And
it is no small tribute paid to him by C.F. Kent: "lMoses is
the first man in human sccieity with a well-developed socisl
consciousnesa.“l We have gseen how Moses was trained for this
great and baffling problem, Bach faotor in his training was
essential to his final work, His birth and upbringing as a
child aligned him with his race, Hia later culture gave him
& large outlook and enabled him to understand the baffling
sooial and economic problems which he sought to solve. The
supreme c¢risis of hies life ocame to him in his young manhood =~
the period when most prophets awake to their mission., A cruel
act of oppression suddenly aroused hls loyalty to his kinsmen
and so atirred his social oonsciousness that he awoke to a
vivid realization of the injustice of Pharaoh's polioay.

Hot-headed and red-handed Moses attacked the perpet-
rator of this injustice and slew the Egyptian overlord.g This
rash impulsiveneas of the youthful Moges brought a painful
experience, He who had been a noble in the king's court, now

became a fugitive from justisce - for justice., Such violence

1. Kent, 3o0cial Teaochings of the Prophets and Jesus, p.7
2, Exodus 2:11-~12
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is always certain to bring hurt to a just eause, and so it did
in this case, Moses had to flee to the land of Midian for his
iife, and probably inoreased the woe upon his kinsmen. Not
only that, but we see that he was misunderatood and mistrusted
by his kinsmen, when they openly resented his interference on
the following day. Kent points out, "The only true method is
thaet of Moses:™ the one he adopted upon returning to Egypt
from Midian, "education and organization of those indusatrially
oppreased; clear presentation of their claims and rights;
patient, persismtent agitation in order to protect their inter~
ests, Those are the methods whioh won in Egypt in the twelfth
century before Christ, and they alone will aécure justice for
the same clasges today.”

All through his l1life Moses quickly and violently
reacted to the ill-doings of others, but was ocharaoterized

88 being "meek" himself., His great social passion is verified

not only by his rash act in Egypt when he "slew the Egyptian,"z

but in his chivalrous deliverangse of the daughters of Reusl
3
from the rude Midianite shepherds, in his hasty bresking of

, 4
the Tables of the law on his firat descent from Sinai, in
his command to the Levites to take their swords apnd "slay
5
every man kis brother," again in his wrath against Korah and

6
his company, who wished to degrade Aaron, a8 well as his con-

1. Kent, Social Teachings of Jesus and the Prophets, p.12
2. Exodus 2:12

3 Exodus 2:17-19 5. Exodus 32:27

4, Exodus 32:19 6. Numbers 16:5-15
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duct at the “néters of strife,"” where he hiﬁgéié had to be re-
primanded by God.

| It was only in his own case, when he wasgs individually
conserned, that Moses was "meek," that he did not resent wrong-
doing, or infliot punisbment on the wrong-doer. He interceded
for the people and obtained pardon when they rejected his
anthority;l he besought God to heal Miriam, when her sin i~
against him had caused her to be smitten with leprosy.z He
was mild in his rebuke of Aaron, when Aaron had grievously
failed in the trust that he had reposed in him.3 Once only
wagd he angered at 8 slight offered to himself, when Pharaoh

bade him "see his face no more."4 We may feel sure that hia

anger at this time was less on his own acecount than on accouwnt
of the insult offered to God in the person of His messenger,

for Moses was "the Servant of the Iord."
3., Moses, the man of faith,

Into the catalogue of 01d Testament saints get forth
ag examples to Christians by the writer of the Epistle to the
Hebrewa, Moses enters by reason of his faith. "By faith
Moses, when he was come to yeard, refused to be called the son
of Tharaoh's daughter."5 "By faith he forsook Egypt, not “
fearing the wrath of the king, for he endured as seeing Him

1, Numbers 14:4-20
2. HRumbers 1l2:1-13
3. Exodus 32:21
4, Exodus 28; 9:8
5, Hebrews 11:24
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that is in;isibleZ"l The faith of Moses alﬁosg-nevef wavers.
When Pharaoh threatens his life,z or the Red Sea and the
Egyptian host shut him 1n,3 or the people are "almost ready

| to stone him,“4 or Amalek meets him in the way and seeks to
destroy both him and his people,5 or for the people's gin he
is condemned to eight and thirty years of aimless wandering in

6
the wilderness, or his tribs rises up and seeks to shake off

8
7 or hig dearest forsake him, or the entire nation

his fule,
preoposes to put itself under another 1eader,g or Sihon blooks
his entrance into Palestine,lo or Balak "seeks enchantments"”

against him,11 or Og the giant comes out to battle against him
| in Edrei,la Moses remaina firm, unmoved - he hag”put his trust
in God, and does not fear what flesh can doc untoc him.™ He is
certain that God will interpose, that He will not suffer His
purpose to be frustrated, that He will come down to vindicate
His own honor, that nothing will be able to stand against Him.
Ho sets before his face always "Him that is invisible;™ in
every difficulty he flies to Him, entreats Him, beseeches Him,
implores His méroy, His protection, His grasclous favor, His
forgiveness, and receiving His vindication Moses turns to the
people with a countenance that literally glows from the glory
of God - "but Moses wist not that his face did shine,”

It is true thet his faith is sustained in a miraculous

1., Hebrews 11:27 7. Numbers 16:1-32
2, Exodus 10:28 8. Numbers 12:1-11
3. Exodus 14:9 9, HNumbers 14:4
4, Exodus 17:4 10. HNumbers 21:23

5., Deuteronomy 25:17,18 1l. FNumbers 24:1
S RumP T 8=
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way; we, then, are prome to excuse our faithlessness with the
gsupposition that the same strain wss not put on him as on other
men. Moses saw God, or at least saw "his similitude,"1 and
conversed with him face to face "as a man speaketh unto his
i'riend."2 But gtill his faith is something marvellous, some-
thing almost without parallel. It takes him to God at every
moment; it suatains him under every trial and disappointment;
in a lifetime of a hundred and twenty years, it fails him per-
haps three or four times; otherwise it is a constant support
and stay. To the last he has the eternal God for his refuge
and feels underneath him the everlasting arms.3 Not even
Abraham, "the father of the faithful," is more a man of faith
than he,

4. The unselfishness of Moses.

0f all his qualities, of all his many excellences,
the most remarkable and the most characteristic of Moses is
his unselfishness., His own interest, his own advancement, is
never hig motive., He does not seek greatness; greatness is
thrust upon him. In Egypt he sbdicates his princely rank, énd
throws himself into the salmost hopeless cause of his oppressed
brethren: in Midian he is quite content to be & shepherd, and
aims at no higher condition; when the time for his ceall comes,

811 his efforts are directed towards eécaping gcompliance with

1., HNumbers 12:8
2., Exodus 33:11
3. Deuteronomy 33:27
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¥he call. In the early portion of hié miﬂistry, he pushes
Aaron to the front and remains himself in the background; at
Sinai he declines to be put in the position of Abraham, and to
become the father of all the faithful; later on he prays that
his name may be blotted out from God's book rather than that
God's favor and guidance should be withdrawn from the people.l
This is perhaps the greatést of all traditions about the un-
selfishnesas of lMoses,

Forced to the front himself when troubles thicken,
he assumes no state, takes no titles of honor, claims no posi-
tion for his sons, either in his own lifetime or afterwards;
he agsigns the succession to a worthy and noble marn {but a
gtranger), who feared God, the faithful Joshua. An ambitious
man, 8 self-geeking man, would, in the position which lMosges
occupied, have established a dynasty. Mosesa, under divine
guldance, gave his tribe a certain preeminence, but asked

nothing for his descendants.
5. The humility and mesekness of lioses.

Moses' ungelfishness suggests another tremnd in his
character: humility and meekness. An epithet applied to Moses
in Numbers 12:3, "Now the Man MoSes was very meek, above all
men on therface of the earth," is spoken of as characteristiec,

3
which "seems to have been one of the secrets of his success."

l. Exodus 33; Numbers 14
2., Judges 18:30; I Chronicles 23:16,17; 24:24
3. Foakes-Jackson, Biblical History of the Hebrews, p.70
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This idea has been ocarried out at consideradle length in the
Psalms to designate the "humble™ or "afflicted" in Israel.

He shows his humility and meek disposition when he is
called dy Jehovah to deliver Israel from Egypt. His problem is
that he cannot "speak" to people. "And Moses said unto Jehovah
Oh, Lord, I am not eloquent (a man of words), neither hereto-
for, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant; for I am
glow of speech, and of a slow tongqe.“1 The text tells us
that God had to teasch Moses and "be with his mouth™ because of
his meekness and humility.2 This ability of lMoses to keep
silent, to overlook the weaknesses of his people, their short-
comings and backslidings, won for him the designation of '"the
most enduring of men."5

Jesug said in his time-transcending Sermon on the
Mount, "Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the
earth.“4 Moses was just such a man. He coveted no power for
himself, yet power was thrust upon him; he desired not to have
his name perpetuated by & great nation coming from his 1loins,
but the Hebrew nation which he served in meekness and humility
heaped upon him great laud, honor, praige, and glory. A man
hardly regarded during his lifetime, after his death he was

5
to his people the "man of God,"™ the "Servant of the Lord,"6

1. ZExodus 4:10

2. Exodus 4:12

3. Wade, 01ld Testament History, p.70
4, Matthew 5:5

5, Deuteronomy 33:1

6. Deuteronomy 34:5
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the prophet like to whom none ever after arose,l the "chosen
one of God,“2 "oses, beloved of God and men, whose memorial is
blassed,"5 "in intelligence surpassing all men,"4 "sg a general
equalled by few,"5 "erest in all respects,“6 "king, lawgiver,
high-priest, prophet in one,"7 and "in all that he did or said
a pattern to all men."8 Nor was his popularity limited to
Hebrews alone., George Kawlinson records that Manetho, the
Egyptian, knew Moses and spoke of him as the founder of Jewish
polity, and the suthor of the Jewish law; begides him other
Egyptian historians, Greek and Roman authors, attribute ;ike

power, wisdom, and csourage to the meek and humble loses,

-

6., The patriotism of Moses.

The next characteristic of Moses with which I wish
to deal ig that of single-hearfted patriotism. This is one of
the great tributes paid to Moses through all ages, that he was
the promoter of the Hebrew people's Hation-consciousness. TPer-
haps this characteristic is incecluded in the many-sidedness of
his character, Peritz states. "He appears as a leader, organ-~
izer, legislator, judge, priest, and prophet. It would seem
ags if the last term -compriges  all his functions, at any rate,
it predominates in them all."lO If as priest loses was most

truly patriotic, we do not say, but we do know from his constany

l, Deuteronomy 34:10 6. Philo, II, p.280
2, Psalms 106:23 7. Ibid., p.l79
3. Beclesiastes 456:1 8. Ibid., pp.383-4

4. Josephus, "Ant, Jud." IV, 8:49 9, lioses, Hig Life and

?6 Ibid., 8:49 Times, p.204
. Wade, 01d Tegtament History, p.93
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wag for this that God exalted him and "recompensed" him, His

devotion to ﬁis people he rendered an unspeakable service &t

a great sacrifice to himself, Educated amid all the splendors
of an Egyptian palace, married into & priestly family, and
gettled in 8 prosperous land as he was, it took & great deal of
real fidelity to Jehovah as well as tribal patriotism to uproot
himgelf as he did for his people.

The true praise and the true glory of lloses is that,
bred from infancy under circumstances that might well have at-
tracted him to idolatry and to laxity of living, he turned
from them by a strong will and effort, and chose the better
part. He chose to abide by the One God, "the God of his father,

1
the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?

He chose to cling to his brethren, and "rather to suffer afflict

ion with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin

2
for a season,” In this"great decision” all was involved. It

reward, however, was not after that of worldly mén, power

and honor and riches, a soft easy life of worldly enjoyment,

a position of dignity and repose among the great of the earth,
but a life of long toilsome service for the Lord. Cften he
was fatigued, constantly troubled, bersaved, disappointed, ani
scantily nourished, but inspired by the conéciouaness of an
inner light, he cheerfully eontinued in close communion with

Jehovah. He emancipated an enslaved, ignoarant, thankless, and

1. Exodus 3:6
2. Hebrews 11:25
3. Hebrews 11:26
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jealous tribe of kin; instructed, guided, trained, and fitted
them for the inheritance that was theirs, so that within a
comparatively few years, this nomadic tribe was able to bear

witness of God to all the nations,
7. Summary of the character of Moses.

Let us sum up the character of the life of lioses in
the words of another grand and ardent soul, subdued like his
own by the marvellous dealings with him of the Highest: "This
Moses, humble in refusing so great a service; resigmed in
underteking, faithful in discharging, unwearied in fulfilling
it; vigilent in governing his people; resolute in correcting
them, ardent in loving them, and patient in bearing with them;
the intercessor for them with the God whom they provoked =~
this loses - such and so great & man -~ we love, we admire, and

go far as may be, we imitate,”

1. Augustine, Contra Fagustum, viii, p.162; cf. J.Hastings,
The Greater Men and Women of the 3ible, p.312
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1 Moses, a child of enslaveu Hebrews living in Egypt

jduring the reign of the Pharaocha in the 13th century, possibly

[

i
'during the reigh of Rameses II, was given an Egyptiasn name,
|

"Mesu, " meaning "child" or "son," For our information concern-

|

|
H
'ing lloses we are dependent upon doouments and traditions re-
|

cordad three or four centuries or mors after his death. From !

§some of the poetry and references incorporated in the Fentateuch
I
we are confident that the J, E, D, and P narratives did have

}some original gources to which they referrea. ihese narratdrs,

fhowever, all reflect the theologies and purports of their own
'interests in interpretation and quotation of lioses, which re-

ﬁquires extengsive critical genius in restoring the historicity
i
1of lioses. The belief that lLioses wrote the fentateuch is uni-
|
iversally digcoredited, but rather that he inspired its writing.

iThe Pentateuch has gone through the hands of the redasctor many

itimes. <‘he Cld Testament narrative we now posgess of lioses is

F
F:
ﬁan incorporation of the J, E, D, and P. narratives, plus the
Ereaactors.

] licges ig dealt with in each document in the light of

the age in which the narrator lived. The J and L documents sre

1
ifar more authoritative than the D or P accounts. ihile many

B
1of the more minute details camnnot be sccepted as authoritative,

ﬁthese are gome faots about his life and work which are beyond

i.
‘gerious challenge. (1) lioses receivex his call from Yshweh to
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deliver Tasrael from Egyptian glavery while he was serving as m
apprentice under his lidianite priest father-in-law upon lount

Horeb-3inai. {(2) liogses was an instrument in the hand of

Jehovah by which Israel escaped from rharaoh in Zgypt, led the |

people through the perils of the Red Sea, supplied food and
water, and was their guide across the desert to liount Horeb-
Singi. (3) Through lLioses Jarael received Jehovah's revelation

of His Divine Will, which was a new aspect in their religion,

'the foundation of Judaism and Christianity, the essence of

which we nave in the Decalogue.1 (4¢) Furthermore, lioses
planteda the seeds of nationslism that unified tie chaotie
clasges of slaves into a nation-consoious, Yahweh-conscious
people of promise. (5) Israel actually owes its existence to
the congecrated @&evotion of its unselfish patriot, lesder, and
founder who interpreted to them Yahweh through his own nerson-
ality.

Naturally tradition has seized upon the significence
of the character and work of liogses, and it hag woven about
the elements of mystery in his life something of legend, ULe-
cause of tuis, Jewish t#adition is of little value in that it
is too fanciful. New Tegtament references are but a reitera-
tionof 0ld Testament conceptions, possibly stated in lew
Testament context. On the other hand, it seems only natural

that this mational hero, standing as he does at the beginning

1. ZZxodus 34
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@ ments were that e should be their God, and they should be his

I R . :
' people. Yhis Covenant was established upon the etihical, as

i Mogses promoted the worship of Jehowvah ss it had never been

of the united life of Israeljiand furnishing for that 1life
fundamental principles, should become increasingly the center
of later religious gnd literary interpretations.

As Creator of his nation, he laid the first principles
of a unified government in the Yent of Lieeting. 4All the people

hed been inseparably joined together in a covenant with Jehovah

by his deliversnce from bondage in Egypt. Jehovah's reguire-

opposed.to a naturalistic basig, "It was not Israel that had
first chosen Jehovah, but Jehovah thet had chosen Israel."1
In fulfillment of his part of the covenant by the force of
the law of custom Israel must keep Jehovah's Decalogue. Justice
was established through organisation of & system of juages to
answer the easier problems, but the harder problems were to be
brought to lMoses, their hignk priest. One method of settling
these problems wasg for him to find Jehovah's will in the matter
The Urim and Thummim were possibly cast to aiscover His will

in some of these problems.

In the capacity of religious instructor of his people

done hithertofore. Iioses no doubt received much of hig relig-
ious ingtruction from the Xenites. Jehovah worship was per-

formed on liount Horeb-Sinai. That was s part of Jehovah's

1. E. Kautzsch,"Religion of Israel," Hastings sible Dictionary,
Extra Volume, p.0632




covenant with Moses’thaﬁ after delivering the Israelites they
should "serve Goa upon this mountain."1 Jethro instigated the
first sserificing at the foot of Horeb, showing his worship of |
Jehovah formerly. lioses transmitted to Israel knowledge of
Jehovah as their God, &9 he had been the God of Abraham, Issasc,
and Jacob. With Jehovah they through oses made a covenant
saying; "All that Jehovsh hath spoken we will do."a

Throughout the whole of his life there appears in lioges
definite qualities which adtntribute to his success and great-
ness, though they appear at first paradoxical. Tne chief
gualities of licses are unselfishness, humility, and single-
héarted patriotism., e was furthermore a leader, crganizer,
legislator, judge, priest, and prophet. It would seem that
this latter function predominates in them all, for in him we
have the greatest of all prophets. In the words of E, "And
there hath not arisen a prophet since in Israel like unto

lioses, whom Jehovah knew face to face."3

2. Exodus 19:8
2. Deuteronomy 34:10
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