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breaking the Sabbath. 62 It is not difficult, therefore, to 

understan:i why the Pharisees should become en:ra.ged and look up­

on Jesus as a dangerous transgressor. When Jesus healed the 

man with the withered hand in the synagogue on the Sabbath day, 

they could bear it no longer. They left inmediately to seek an 

alliance with the Herodians in order to overthrow him.63 

With all their logic, the Pharisees could not deny the 

miracles of Jesus; they had to be explained. Their answer was 

that the miracles were actually performed by Satan, working 

through Jesus. Mark
64 

and Matthew65 place the charge that 

Jesus cast out demons by the help of Beelzebub (a common name 

f'or Satan) in the mouth of the pharisaic scribes, but Luke66 

, attributes it to a f'ew who spoke for the crowd. If the people 

could be made to accept such an interpretation, the power of' 

Jesus would be destroyed; · the crowd would forsake him and no 

one would accept his teachings. 

Hill67 points out that in making this charge of "diabolism" 

the Pharisees were probably very sincere. They felt, and the 
1 

Law itself had stated68 that the character of a miracle must be 

determined by the character of the man who wrought it, and 

"• •• the Pharisees found. proof, to their minds 
strong, that Jesus was an evil-minded man. They pointed 
out his fondness for feasting instead of fasting, which 
showed h±m to be a glutton and a wine-bibber; His delight 

--9g-H;;ai;;;-Lijc;-i96. 
U Mark 3H). 
65 Mark 3:22-30. 
66 Matt. 12:24. 
67 Luke 11:14115. 
68 Hill, LC, 41 f. 

- --=Deut 13:1. _______ _ 
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