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Introduction.

In popular thought , philosophy has little value.

Its speculations are conceived to "be far removed from

the practical interests of human life. Philosophy may

serve as a mental discipline , hut , as Lotze said,"The

continual sharpening of the knife becomes tiresome ,if,

after all, we have nothing to cut wiht it . "Science , it is

claimed, produces tangible results ;but philosophy offers

no permanent contributions to the worlds thought, and

fails to further its progress. Or , in the words of Bacon,

"Like a virgin consecrated to God , she bears no fruit."

This depreciation , in the common mind, of the value

of philosophy , is not without some just ificat ion .Barren

disputations , in which philosophers , so called,have lost

themselves in abstractions and empty verbal forms,have

been all too numerous. Goethe,himself a philosopher , put

into the mouth of Mephistopheles his opinion of the

visionary speculator in these words:

-

"Ich sag es dirjein Kerl der speculirt

1st wie ein Thier,auf durrer Heide

Von einem b&ssen Gheist in Kreis geftthrt,

Und rings umher liegt schone grttne Weide."

If philosophy is to stand as the rationalising

science, it must vindicate this claim by showing itself

/





rational. This It is now able to do as in no preceding

age in history; and we may v/ith confidence affirm for

philosophy a large and growing value, both theoretical

and practical.

The theoretical value of philosophy becomes evident

in the definition of +he term itself. It is the pecu-

liar function of philosophy to interpret life: it furnish

es the theories by which the facts of life &e to be ex-

plained. "The world," says Ormand, "is through and

through experience, and through ana through rational;

and experience is inclusive of all reality." It is

the work of philosophy to give a rational meaning to

this experience, as Baldwin observes, "Philosophy must

interpret facts in a consistent theory."

Philosophy thus stands out most clearly as dis-

tinguished from common sense and science. These give

the data for philosophy. The common man and the man

of science occupy essentially the same stand-point of

observation; but their work is not. final, it is not to

be taken as literal and complete statement. It must be

re-thought, and its deeper significance made explicit.

Or, still more clearly, to follow Bowne, science has to

do with the spatial and temporal facts of experience

and their uniformities. Philosophy aims to give to
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these facts a rational interpretation.lt goes back of

the facts to find their meaning, and the cause which ur

derlies them. Physical research deals with phenomena,

t-

philosophical research undertakes to explain the fund-

mental nature of that which underlies phenomena.

Philosophy then is a reading, in a higher light, of

the facts of science. Its purpose is a rational and sys-

tematic comprehension of experience.lt stands for an

orderly but theoetical treatment of the general ques-

tions relating to the universe and to human life. It

supplies a theoretical background for the individual

sciences, -for ethics, for religion, and for other activ-

ities of civilization.

Philosophy deals, not with the sense percepts ,but

with the basal Qoncepts of life and the world; and with

the logic of events as explaining the problems of ex-

ist ence. Existence is so constituted as to come readily

unuer certain general laws of thought or subjective

principles, which go by the name of categories. These

make a kind of frame-work for both knowledge and reality.

Among these are the notions of being, cause, space, and

time. Philosophy must discuss the meaning of these forms,

in the field of thought, as well as, in the field of their





objective application , namely ,the special sciences.

The work of philosophy is not the discovery of new

f«cts, hut that of giving a new significance to facts

already discovered.lt does not create, but it estimates,

and evaluates the work of science. Experienc and science

give the data or facts, while philosophy gives their rai-

son d 1 Stre. Philosophy creates a literature and determine

standards.lt might be called the universal science. It

gives a theoretical place and significance to the sci-

ences, and seeks to intensify their practical aims. We

come here upon the practical side of philosophy.

As science relates to the practical arts, so philos-

ophy has its practical value. Science and philosophy are

necessary to each other. "The opposition of science, so

far as it is reasonable, "says Baldwin," is not an oppo-

sition to philosophy itself, but to the vagaries which, in

the name of philosophy , clothe their barrenness in the

garments of profound generalities, and scout the human

ends of utility which science aims to subserve. With these

philosophy has as little patience as science. Philosophy

has often been made the screen for the scientific char-

latan.

"

Thus, also, James, who, with approval, quotes Chester-





ton as saying , "The most practical and important thing

about a man is his view of the universe. The question is

not whether the theory of the cosmos affects matters,

but whether, in the long run, anything else affects them."

And James adds"As soon as ones purpose is the attain-

ment of the maximum of possible insight into the world

as a whole, the metaphysical puzzles become the most ur-

gent ones of all;while metaphysics means only an unusu-

ally obstinate attempt to think clearly and consistent-

ly.-

History and observation irake the prac 4 ical value

of philosophy clearly manifest. The world's great move-

ments in politics, in art, in religion, have rooted in

some form of philosophy .French democracy , with its fre-

quent and inhuman revolutions , cannot be separated, histor-

ically, from French materialism. The martial greatness of

Rome, with its stolid and stubborn conquests , reverts

back to Stoicism for its source and strength. Grecian

art, with all its human charm, was nourished in the genial

atmosphere of Platonic idealism. The rise and fall of na-

tions, says Hibben,is parallel with the rise and fall of

the philosophies of those nations. And Balfour observes,

*~ "The battles of theology are fought, beyond its frontiers.

James' "Psychology," p. 462.





It is not over purely religious controversies that the

cause of religion is lost or won. The judgements we

shall form upon its special problems are commonly set-

tled for us by our general mode of looking at the uni-

verse. "

In the long run, the problems of human life come

to be the problems of philosophy. Philosophy cannot be

divorced from practical life; for every man is a philos-

opher, and is ever asking himself the fundamental ques-

tions concerning the world,humanity , and God, as to their

source, their nature, and their destiny. His answer to

these questions will express his philosophy ; and the ef-

fect which this answer makes upon his life will be as

diverse as the character of his speculations. A man's

philosophy is simply his way of looking at the universe

and at the affairs of life.

If the world is purely matter ,mot ion ,and mechan-

ism, then man and God can be no more. Then human life

has no purpose or noble destiny, and man is without in-

spiration or worthy ambit ion. This is the outcome of a

materialistic philosophy . The agnostic may insist that

we can really know nothing beyond the mere phenomena

about us. There is no explanation to be found of the or-





igin,or the destiny of things. But the denial of the

agnostic that life is rational , will not banish the

problems that confront him;and to supinely refuse to

attempt an answer,to life's greatest interrogat ions , is

plainly to stultify intelligence, to dwarf manhood, and

to check all incentive to progress. On the other hand,

a true theistic philosophy affirms that back of all ap-

pearance is intelligence; and by this fact is explained

the order in the world. The world is discovered to be

intelligible. Our knowledge is , therefore , trust worthy,

science is possible , nature 1 s secrets unfold, spiritual

aspirations are real, and life is worth living.

In no generation better than in the present can

we measure and appreciate the practical value of philos-

ophy .During the last century, a tide of naturalism swept

over the intellectual world. It had i^s origin in a pre-

mature metaphysics, which brought with it materialistic

and atheistic tendencies whose results were disastrous.

The physical sciences , with surprising assumptions and

implicat ions, came to the fore.Broad and unwarranted

generalizations were made. The new .vine of discovery in

the natural sciences burst the bottles of ancient dog-

matic forms, and a general waste of treasured lore seem-





ed immanent . Old systems and nodes of thought gave place

to new ones, and religion itself appeared to he in peril,

Natural ism,mat erialism, commercialism, and pessimism

threatened all+hat was held, from our heritage of the

past, to be most highly prized.

But now, through a deeper insight, and a more con-

sistent philosophy , we are rapidly recovering from this

confusion. Today, all kinds of facts are welcomed and ev-

ery advance in science is held to be a universal gain.

Theories of interpretation have been imperfect
; philos-

ophy has beon deficient .With a corresponding advance

in philosophy , we have reached more satisfactory results.

Science and religion have come to amicable terms, and

there is now peace and good will among men of thought.

We have come to see that the most devastating er-

rors, that have wrought havoc among humanity , reach back

to false metaphysics for their source and defense.

?rom the low plains of sensuous philosophies , spring

those tendencies to materialism and fatalism which

blight the loftiest faiths of the individual, and par-

alyze the best endeavors of society. Only a truer type

of philosophy can displace the false, and set free the

potencies of a better faith, which shall open the paths





to permanent advance. The springs of such a philosophy,

writes Dr. Bowne,"Lie deep in epistemology and meta-

physics, subjects which seem to have no practical bear-

ing .yet out of them are the issues of intellectual and

religious life. Some harmless looking doctrine is put

forth in epistemology ,and soon there is an agnostic

chill in the air that is fatal to the highest spiritu-

al faiths of the soul; or some sensual blight and mil-

dew spread over the fair growths of our nature. Space

and time, perhaps, are made supreme laws of exist ence , and.

determinism,materialism, and atheism are already at the

door.

"

The significance of space and time in philosophy,

has never been fully recognized. Like knowledge, space and.

time constitute a central problem in philosophy. Knowl-

edge was once thought to be something which passes from

the object into the mind. So space and time have quite

generally been assumed to be the place of things and of

events, without a suspicion of their further importance.

But, as the problem of knowledge received peculiar em-

phasis through the epistemology of Kant, so his concep-

tion of space and time as apriori forms, or laws of the

mind, active in perception, but not gained by experience.

Bowne's "Personalis™, " Preface, p. IX.





has accentual ed the doctrine of the ideality of space

and time, and given to it a new emphasis.

Because of their serious implications and spec-

tral influence , space and time have "been called, in philos-

ophy, the two great intimidating phantoms. Prom the days

of Plato the idealist , down to James the pragmatist , they

have persistently confronted the philosopher as puzzles

that refused to be solved. Even Plato, though an idealist

ascribed to space a kind of being of a third class, an

existence sui generis, eternal, and indestructible, which

could not be apprehended by either thought or sense,but

only by a sort of "bastard reasoning." And Aristotle

held that space exists distinct from bodies; for , he said,

different bodies successively occupy the same space.

Yet space cannot be body, nor can it be pure object of

thought; for the latter can have no magnitude, which

space evidently possesses. With scarcely more success, the

present-day realist wrestles with space and time, and y

to their claim as peculiar and independent existences;

while the idealist of our timers rarely clear or con-

sistent in his proposed solution of the problem.

Space and time still intimidate the speculator ,and,

like Banquo's Ghost, they will not down. They appear de-





terained to remain, as outlying pre-conditions of all

experience. They refuse to vanish, or to be clearly

thought ; while, at the same time,much "bastard reasoning''

goes on about them. We cannot view them as entities,

without becoming involved in all manner of contradic-

tions; and if ire think of them as ideal, or phenomenal,

//•e are bound to vie,-/ the whole system of experience as

also phenomenal. Just here lies the problem.

If space and time are, with common sense,held to be

substantial realities, we have by implication, the con-

ception of a world of things existing in space, and mov-

ing in time, with the materialistic tendencies vhich

necessarily accompany that view.?or when the medium in

which things are said to be placed becomes phenomenal,

manifestly, the entire world of objects must be viewed

as phenomenal only. If we remove the condition of the

existence of things, as traditionally thought , things

themselves must be considered as having some other mod;

of existence -they become phenomenal. We do not attempt

to prove the ideality of space and time; but we merely

state the problem, and suggest its far-reaching impli-

cations. We no.v pass to note more specifically what the

doctrine really is.
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The chief source of the papular objections to the

doctrine of the ideality of space and time is a misun-

derstanding of its positions.lt does not hold that the

ideas of space and time are innate, or apriori,in the a

sense that they are inaependent of experience. ITor does

It claim that these ideas emerge full-grown upon the

first act of conscious contact with the external woild.

They are forms of experience , and , apart from experience

they have no content or significance.

This doctrine,however, claims that the ideas of

space and time do not originate in any forms of sensa?

lion, or in any mere sequence of mental states. liore spe-

cifically, as to the idea of space. Its rise, being too

early for observation, is very obscure; but reflection

confidently affirms that the space idea cannot be gen-

erated by the mere association of sensat ions , or by any

combination of them. Nor can it be identified with them

through any mental chemistry of sensations or ideas.

Neither can it be derived from temporal elements. Any

attempted deductions of the space idea from association

have meaning simply because of their quest ion -begging

implications.

We are unable, with James, to find the space idea





arising , necessarily , with every sensation, as if the

sensations were themselves extended. The quality of vol-

ume,he says, is in every sensationjand this solves all

the thre spatial problems. This quality of volume , or" ex-

ternality , "is the original sensation of space out of

which all of our knowledge af space is woven by discrim

inat ion, association, and selection.

"

This is "bad psychology ; for the space idea is as dif-

ferent from the spatial object as the idea of a triangle

is different from the three-cornered form which goes

by that name. Moreover, we cannot entertain the notion

that the mind itself is extended, and so comes in direct

contact with physical extension , thus solving the prob-

lem of the space idea. The act of perception has no like-

ness to the thing perceived; and the thought of exten-

sion is not itself extended.

As it is the nature of the mind to react in sensa-

tion against external action, so it is the nature of the

law of the mind to interpret these sensations under the

form of space. "3pace"says Munsterberg, " is a form of its

objects, not a form of its own reality." Objects exist in

relations, we must not confuse existence in relations

with a knowledge of relations. Space relations mean noth-
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