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Most of the books, pamphlets, and periodicals referred to 

are from the author's private collection of material on the 

Caribbean area; many of the others were borrowed from the Abbot 

Public Library, Marblehead, 1r.ass. With reference to the thesis 

title, the books: "Democracy and Empire in the Caribbean," by 

Blanshard and 11 The European Possessions in the Caribbean Area," 

by Platt et al. were found to be the most valuable. 
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Chapter I 

Introducing the Islands of the Caribbean Area 

Location and Extent 

The West Indies are gathered together into a crescent-shaped 

archipelago extending from Cape San Antonio at the western end 

of Cuba -to the island of Trinidad just off the north coast of 

South America---a distance of some 2,200 miles. The larger 

islands---Cuba, Jamaica, Hispaniola, Puerto Rico---are ·collect­

ively called the "Greater Antilles," while the smaller islands 

extending from the Virgin Islands south to Trinidad are called 

the 11 Lesser Antilles." 

The Antilles have a total area of 87,281 square· miles, or 

an area a little larger than the state of Utah. Cuba, the four­

teenth largest island in the world, is the largest in the West 

Indies with an area of 44,164 square miles.1 

Sometimes grouped with the Lesser Antilles are the islands 

off the coast · of Venezuela, which include the Dutch . islands of 

Curacao, Aruba, and Bonaire (total area 374- sq. mi-.) ,2 and the 

islands that make up the Venezuelan state of Nueva Es.parta(total 

area 444 sq. mi.). 3 Not grouped with the Greater Antilles are 

the Bahamas north of Cuba. 

There are Approximately 60 important islands in the 

Caribbean area, important for their size, location, production, 

or for other reasons. By actual count the number of islands, 

including minute islets and cays, is in the thousands. For 
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2·. Virgin:.Islands of the United Sta tea, which is sub•Eli vided 

into these municipalities: 

a. St. Thomas and St. John 

b. St. Croix 

The colonies of Great Britain are the following: 

1. Jamaica, with these dependencies: 

a. Cayman Islands 

b. Turks and Caicos 

2. Leeward Islands, which is divided into four federated 

presidencies: 

a. Antiqua(with Barbuda , and Redonda) 

b. St. Kitts-Nevis(with Anguilla and Sombrero) 

c. Montserrat 

d. Virgin Islands 

3. Windward Islands, consisting of four unfederated sub­

colonies: 

a. Dominica 

b. St. Lucia 

c. St. Vincent(with the northern Grenadines) 

d. Grenada(with the southern Grenadines) 

4. Barbados 

5. Trinidad and Tobago 

6. Bahamas 

The departments of France are these: 

1. Martinique 

'2. Guadeloupe, with the following depend.encies: 

3 

















season is in .rune and July instead of in February of March, thel 

principal dry season of most places. At Port Antonio, Jamaica, 

Roseau, Dominica, the principal wet seasons are in June and Julyj 

rather than in October and November. 

The West Indies are visited nearly every year by one or 

more hurricanes (intense tropical cyclones). They often inflict 

sondiderable damage to standing crops of sugar cane, bananas, 

coconuts, citrus fruit, and coffee but rarely cause devastation 

or mass loss of life. They occur only in late summer and fall. 

Hurricanes originate over the ocean near the boundry of the 

trade winds and doldrums when these are farthest from the 

equator---that is, in late summer and fall---and· when, once 

formed, move slowly . wes..tw.ard gradually curving north away' from 

the equator. They are revolving storms with wind velocities of 

75 to 150 mph. revolving about a center of very low pressure. 

The whole wind system, which takes in thousands of square miles 

and may have a diameter o.f 600 miles, moves along at a rate of 

15 to 30 miles per hour. Rainfall is very heavy throughout the 

entire storm area, sometimes causing torrents which wash out 

crops and roads • . 

I 

In contrast with just a few years ago, when people were 

caught by hurricanes withS'ut t. warning, today with the presence of 

radio facilities the people can be warned of an approaching 

storm several days before it strikes. A warning service is 

provided by a constant patrol of the Caribbean area by hurricane 

search planes and a network of radio stations. 
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·Natural Vegetation 

Much of the original forest land has been either cleared 

for agriculture or cut away by peasants for firewood. The re­

maining forests that now exist in the West Indies are largely 

on inaccessible mountain slopes. 

The Windward Islands have extensive tropical ra-inforests, 

but except for the loc al utilization of lumber, firewood, and 

charcoal, they are largely undeveloped. Most of the forested 

areas are on Crown property, where they are preserved for the 

protection of the water supply. 14 Dense tropical forests cover 

almost one-half of the total land area of Trinidad, and of this 

forested area approximately one-half has been set aside as perm-

anent forest reserves to insure adequate moisture and a sustaine 

yield, and to prevent erosion. 15 The mountainous care of Guad­

eloupe is densely forested, as is over one-fifth of Martinique. 

The stands of timber there are not of great commercial value, 

but t hey are of decided importance as a soil covering to prevent 

floods and landslides.16 The forested areas of the Leeward 

Islands are limited to small wooded tracts, some of the islands 

being entirely deforested. Of the American Virgin Islands, only 

St. John is forested, the other two islands, St. Thomas and St. 

Croix, being entirely devoid of forest growth. 

Virgin forests in Jamaica are not extensive, but there are 

large available supplies of second-growth timber, including 

mahogany, cedar, rosewood, sandalwood, lignum vitae, ebony, log-

wood, and fustic. These woods are milled chiefly for domestic 

consumPtion. Exports o_f __ f_orest uroducts are confined to dvewood 











considered important as a defense for the newly completed Panama 

Canal and the various passages between islands that lead to 

and from the Caribbean Sea• In 1940 the United States leased 

addional sites for bases from Great Britain in Jamaica, Antiqua, 

St. Lucia, Trinidad, and the Bahamas.3° 

Domestic ' Production 

Agriculture is the most important economic activiy, engaging 

over one-half of the gainfully employed population and accountinl 

for, in most cases, over 90 per cent of the total exports. 

Sugar is the important crop on nearly all the islands. 

Cuba is the largest producer and exporter of sugar in the world. 

Puerto Rico is a poor second to Cuba in regard to Caribbean 

production, , and the rest of the terrotories combined produce 

less than Puerto Rico. Most of Cuba's sugar and all of Puerto 

Rico's goes to the United· States while the other terri tor ies 

export mostly to Great Britain and Canada. Sugar from the 

French West Indies goes, of course, to France. 

Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Jamaica are important producers of 

tobacco, mainly of the cigar type. Jamaica, Haiti, and the 

Dominican Republic are high in bananas with Trinidad and the 

Windward Islands important in their own right. Other fruits---

avocados, citrus, pineapples, coconuts---are grown mainly for 

local consumption, but in some cases are important export crops. 

A variety of vegetable crops are grown for local consumption as 

well, a few being for export during the winter months. 
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essential oils, vegetable oils, and rice and corn milling. 

Other industries are service industries making products for 

local use using either domestic or imported raw materials, such 

as ice manufacturing, baking, matches, cement, furniture, fert­

ilizer, foods, beverages, cosmetics, soap, electricity, and 

bricks and tiles. Only on the larger islands are industries 

developed to a marked degree. Some small islands are devoid of 

industrial establishments save for an ice plant and a sugar 

central. 

Curacao and Aruba are fortunate in having several huge oil 

refineries utilizing petroleun from Venezuela and Colombia. 

Trinidad also has several refineries. Cuba has one using import· 

ed petroleum. 

19 



















Some other Caribbean wages and incomes are these: Trinidad 

---sugar workers have an ave rage income of about $100 per year; 

Grenada---it has the highest income level in the British Wind­

ward Islands with $100 per year per capita; Dominica---its an­

nual income is $68 per capita; St. Vincent---its annual income 

is $60 per capita. 

Refinery workers in Curacao and Aruba receive the best 

wages in the Caribbean, although by American or Canadian stand­

ards they are low. In 1944 the wages for ordinary workers were 

$14 for a 48 hour week in Curacao42and $24 for the same time in 

Aruba. 43 Many of the laborers there are from other less fort-

unate West Indian islands and can help their far-off families by 

sending home part of their wages. In addition to wages, all 

workers receive commissary benefits, low cost housing(in some 

cases), and medical services. 
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