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1. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

BEFORE THE 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION  

                                                                             ) 

Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC                  )                           Docket No. CP16-9-012 

Maritimes and Northeast Pipeline, L.L.C.       ) 

                                                                             )  

  

INITIAL BRIEF OF 
The Weymouth School Committee (Weymouth, Massachusetts)  

         The Weymouth School Committee respectfully submits this brief in response to the Federal 

Energy Regulation Commission (FERC) (hereby known as the “Commission”).  Commission’s 

Order No. 174 FERC ¶ 61,126, issued on February 18, 2021 in the above-referenced proceeding.[1]  

In Order No. 174 FERC ¶ 61,126, the Commission stated that the concerns raised in an October 

23, 2020 request for rehearing “warrant further consideration by the Commission'' and  “set the 

matter for paper briefings'' due 45 days from the date of the Order.[2] In this brief, the Weymouth 

School Committee addresses 2 of the 4 questions the Commission posed, namely question 2, 

“Should the Commission reconsider the current operation of the Weymouth Compressor Station 

in light of any changed circumstances since the project was authorized?” and question 3, “Are 

there any additional mitigation measures the Commission should impose in response to air 

emissions or public safety concerns?” The Weymouth School Committee answers both questions 

affirmatively for the reasons stated below.   

 

It is important to note that by submitting this brief, the intention of the Weymouth School 

Committee is not to violate any of the terms and conditions detailed in the October 30, 2020 Host 

Community Agreement between the Town of Weymouth and Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC, 

a subsidiary of Enbridge (formerly Spectra). For background purposes, on October 30, 2020, 

Weymouth Mayor Robert Hedlund signed the Host Community Agreement as stated above and 

released it to the public with a 1,100 page “Compressor Station Emergency Response Plan” (see 

attached, Exhibit 1, “Community Benefits and Settlement Agreement”). The Weymouth School 

Committee was not aware or involved in this Agreement until it was made public at 3:00 pm, 



 

2. 

Friday, October 30, 2020. Such Agreement states that the Mayor must intervene “if the Weymouth 

Town Council, another Weymouth public party, or Weymouth town official takes a position in 

any regulatory, administrative or judicial proceeding in which it directly or indirectly opposes or 

disagrees with, or otherwise in any acts or omissions that may or will impact, the AB Project or 

the construction, operation, and maintenance of the Compressor Station under the AB Certificate.”  

 

The 1,100 page Emergency Response Plan, which was informed by Enbridge and written by the 

Town of Weymouth, is the primary source of our concerns; this Plan makes it clear that there was 

no consideration by any party regarding health and safety as it specifically relates to Weymouth 

Public Schools, Weymouth students, or Weymouth families. The Weymouth School Committee 

submits this brief not to “oppose or disagree” with the Atlantic Bridge (AB) project; instead, we 

hope to detail our concerns related to the questions posed by the Commission regarding public 

safety, changed circumstances, and mitigation measures as they specifically relate to the 

Weymouth School District. 

 

I. BACKGROUND 
On September 24, 2020, the Commission issued an order authorizing Algonquin Gas 

Transmission, LLC (“Algonquin”) and Maritimes & Northeast Pipeline, LLC (“Maritimes”) 

(together, “Applicants”) to place facilities associated with the Atlantic Bridge Project into service  

(“Authorization Order”).[3] On October 23, 2020, Fore River Residents Against the Compressor 

Station (“FRRACS”); the City of Quincy, Massachusetts; Weymouth Town Councilor Rebecca 

Haugh; Michael Hayden; and Food and Water Watch (collectively “Petitioners”) filed a timely 

joint request for rehearing of the Authorization Order.[4] On November 23, 2020, the Commission 

issued a Notice of Denial of Rehearing by Operation of Law and Providing for Further 

Consideration,[5] indicating that the Commission would address the rehearing request in a future 

order.  

 

At a meeting on February 18, 2021, the Commission issued an “Order Establishing Briefing 

Schedule” (“Briefing Order”).[6] In its Briefing Order, the Commission states “...[w]e believe that 

the concerns raised regarding the operation of the project warrant further consideration by the 

Commission”. The Commission further noted that “numerous other pleadings expressing safety 
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concerns” were received by the Commission since the issuance of the Authorization Order of 

September 24, 2020. The Commission established a briefing schedule for the purposes of 

evaluating “concerns raised”[7] associated with the Atlantic Bridge Project, and, more specifically, 

the Weymouth Compressor Station.[8] Specifically, the Commission seeks input into fours areas.  

Parties who have filed a motion to intervene by the deadline date of March 11, 2021, may submit 

a brief within 45 days from February 18th, which is on or before April 4, 2021.  

 

The Weymouth School Committee is a seven-member public body that includes six members 

elected at-large by the 50,000+ residents of Weymouth, Massachusetts, plus the Mayor (ex-

officio), to act as the governance body for the Weymouth Public Schools. The Weymouth School 

System serves almost 6,000 students and employs almost 1,400 staff. Weymouth School 

Committee filed a motion to intervene on March 11, 2021. Weymouth School Committee submits 

this Brief in response to two of the questions raised by the Commission as detailed below.   

  

II. WEYMOUTH SCHOOL COMMITTEE RESPONSES TO ISSUES RAISED 

  

Question 2. Are there changes in the Weymouth Compressor Station’s projected air emissions 

impacts or public safety impacts the Commission should consider? 

 

Weymouth School Committee states that there are changed circumstances since the project was 

authorized in three specific ways, detailed below in sections a, b, and c. 

  

a. The 1,100 page Emergency Response Plan filed with the October 30, 2020 Host 

Community Agreement between the Town of Weymouth and Algonquin Gas 

Transmission, LLC, a subsidiary of Enbridge (formerly Spectra), included no emergency 

plans, contingencies, or recommendations for Weymouth Public Schools. The Weymouth 

School Committee believes this omission was the result of FERC’s insufficient 

consideration and representation of safety concerns related to Weymouth Schools 

(including the staff members, students, and families affiliated with these schools) in the 

original January 25, 2017 certificate authorizing the construction and operation of the 

Weymouth Compressor Station as part of the Atlantic Bridge Project. 



 

4. 

 

There are changed circumstances to the Weymouth Compressor Station’s public safety impacts 

since the project was authorized that the Commission should reconsider.  On October 30, 2020, 

Weymouth Schools became aware of the filing of a Host Community Agreement and 1,100-page 

Emergency Response Plan between the Town of Weymouth and Algonquin Gas Transmission, 

LLC, a subsidiary of Enbridge (formerly Spectra), which resolved pending litigation for the Town 

of Weymouth that had opposed the natural gas Compressor Station in North Weymouth.  

 

On this date, full operation of the Compressor Station became imminent and heightened the review 

of the safety measures thought to have been considered and put in place by the Town of Weymouth. 

Upon a review of the Town’s 1,100 page Emergency Response Plan, Weymouth Schools quickly 

identified that the emergency plans referenced in the document were outdated; included no 

contingency plans specific to Weymouth’s 11 schools (with a twelfth currently under 

construction); and included no plan(s) for school evacuations or shelter-in-place orders under 

potential emergency conditions that may arise from the operation of the Compressor Station. 

Specifically, the Weymouth School Committee had several concerns about the Wessagusset 

Primary and Johnson Early Childcare Center (JECC) schools, which are both located within one 

mile (straight line distance) of the Weymouth Compressor. Upon review and comparison of 

contingency plans related to natural gas facilities outside of Weymouth, we learned that the 

Compressor Station in North Weymouth has the distinction of being located on the smallest piece 

of land in the most densely populated area in the Country and also includes a Designated Port 

Area. When reviewing what safety precautions other schools have taken in any similar situations, 

we could find no other example available where a school is so closely located to such structures. 

 

Upon learning this, the Weymouth School Committee voted to request that the School Committee 

and Town Council form a joint committee to review safety concerns that were not addressed in the 

Town’s 1,100 page Emergency Response Plan (Exhibit 2, See attached letter dated November 19, 

2020).  Independently, the School Committee requested that the School Department, in 

collaboration with the town Police, Fire, and Emergency Management departments, begin a review 

of their District-specific safety plans in light of the current operational status of the Weymouth 

Compressor.    



 

5. 

 

The Town Council voted to establish a joint committee with the School Committee and the joint 

committee met on December 9, 2020.  During this meeting, experts spoke about public safety and 

emergency response considerations with regard to methane gas compressor stations. Due to their 

close proximity to the Weymouth Compressor, the Johnson Early Childhood Center (JECC) and 

the Wessagusset Primary School were identified as being areas of particular concern. These two 

schools include approximately 450 children and 100 staff.  JECC, more specifically, provides 

education to the District’s youngest, most medically fragile and non-ambulatory students, 

including students in wheelchairs and others with complex medical needs such as feeding and 

breathing tubes. It was noted that this student population may be particularly susceptible to 

changes in air quality that are often associated with methane gas compressor stations. Additionally, 

the 1,100 page Emergency Response Plan assigned a notable portion of the North Weymouth 

evacuation route to the same street JECC is located on, making emergency response and 

evacuation even more complicated at the school. 

 

Aside from noting that JECC is more than half a mile (0.5 mi) away from the site of the Weymouth 

Compressor Station, the 2017 Atlantic Bridge Certificate does not indicate that any further 

examinations of consequences (especially in terms of environmental justice) to Weymouth schools 

and/or Weymouth school students were completed by FERC. The Weymouth School Committee 

feels that FERC was remiss in not considering the student populations of JECC or Wessagusset 

Primary School during the 2017 Atlantic Bridge Certificate process, as these schools have 

historically served higher numbers of vulnerable student populations. To illustrate this point, the 

percentages of vulnerable student populations inside JECC and the Wessagusset Primary School 

during the present school year (2020-2021) is as follows: 

- 65% of students at the Johnson School are high needs; 

- 35% of students at the Johnson School are economically disadvantaged; 

- 58% of students at the Johnson School have diagnosed disabilities; 

- 45.8% of students at the Wessagusset School are high needs; 

- 31.9% of students at the Wessagusset School are economically disadvantaged; 

- 25% of students at the Wessagusset School have diagnosed disabilities. 
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Notably, item 246 in the 2017 Atlantic Bridge Certificate recognizes that “...with respect to 

residences and schools [emphasis added], the Franklin site is preferable to the proposed site at 

Weymouth. However, as described in the EA, the Franklin site requires construction of 30.4 miles 

of suction and discharge pipelines… .”  With this statement in mind, the Weymouth School 

Committee respectfully questions why the Commission included no orders for the development of 

a comprehensive safety plan that includes specific procedures and considerations for schools that 

may be impacted by any emergencies related to the Compressor Station in the 2017 Atlantic Bridge 

Certificate.  

 

As a result of FERC’s disregard for health and safety concerns related to Weymouth schools in the 

2017 Atlantic Bridge Certificate, the 1,100 page Emergency Response Plan, which was informed 

by Enbridge and written by the Town of Weymouth, is absent of any emergency response plans 

involving Weymouth schools. This has created a significant and unique burden on the Weymouth 

Public Schools to: 1) Contract with public safety and emergency response professionals who have 

specific expertise in methane gas compressor stations, 2) work with these experts to develop 

school-focused emergency response plans related to the Weymouth Compressor that also include 

specialized plans for vulnerable student populations, and 3) prepare school staff, students, and 

families to respond to these emergency situations by providing opportunities for District-wide 

Compressor Station emergency drills. As stated previously in this Brief, Weymouth Public Schools 

is the first school district nationwide, that we know of, who has had to shoulder this responsibility 

in terms of resource allocation, funding, logistics, and research. 

 

b. Since the issuance of the September 24, 2020 order, Weymouth Public Schools has added 

one more school facility to North Weymouth. 

 

Since the date of the September 24, 2020 order, safety concerns related to the Weymouth 

Compressor have increased due to the addition of a Weymouth Public Schools COVID-19 remote 

learning center located at the North Branch Library (220 North Street, Weymouth). In addition, 

Hingham Public Schools has problem-solved COVID-19 social distancing protocols by renting 

space within a former Weymouth Catholic school (St. Jerome’s, 632 Bridge Street, Weymouth) to 

house their Foster Elementary School. As a result of this, Weymouth Public Schools now have 
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three facilities within one mile (1.0 mi) (straight line distance) of the Weymouth Compressor and 

Hingham Public Schools has one facility just over one mile (1.0 mi) (straight line distance) from 

the Weymouth Compressor: 

1. Johnson Early Education Center (.7 miles from the Compressor Station) 

2. Wessagusset Primary School (0.9 miles from the Compressor Station) 

3. Weymouth COVID-19 remote campus, North Branch Library (0.9 miles from the 

Compressor Station) 

4. Hingham COVID-19 remote campus, St. Jerome’s Church (1.1 miles from the 

Compressor Station) 

 

For Weymouth Public Schools, the addition of the North Branch Library remote learning site has 

increased the number of staff and students assigned to a facility located under one mile (1.0 mi) 

from the Weymouth Compressor site, which has further increased concerns related to the omission 

of school-related emergency response planning in the Town’s 1,100 page Emergency Response 

Plan. 

 

c. Upon further review of the 1,100 page Emergency Response Plan informed by Enbridge and 

written by the Town of Weymouth, as well as Weymouth Schools district-specific Compressor 

Station emergency response plans, it is evident that emergency response efforts related to the 

Weymouth Compressor require regional support and coordination. Regional support and 

coordination of emergency resources was neither considered nor ordered by FERC in the 2017 

Atlantic Bridge Certificate. 

 

The North Weymouth Compressor Station is unique among America’s natural gas compressor 

stations. Unlike existing Massachusetts compressor stations in Charlton, Longmeadow, and 

Hopkinton, the Weymouth Compressor Station is not situated in a rural environment. In fact, the 

Weymouth Compressor Station directly abuts thousands of residential units, nine other industries, 

and the Fore River Bridge (which directly links Weymouth with Quincy). We believe the 

Weymouth Compressor Station needs a comprehensive regional safety plan with opportunities for 

active, multi-town drills and multi-town residential notification systems. Schools and 

municipalities are familiar with specific emergency plans and training for situations such as fires 
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and mass-casualty incidents - preparing for emergency situations that may arise from the 

Weymouth Compressor Station should be no different.  If the Compressor Station remains 

operational, a comprehensive regional safety plan informed by notable independent experts in 

school-related incidents and emergencies is needed. 

 

As detailed earlier in this Brief, the Weymouth School Committee and Town Council formed a 

Joint Committee to review safety concerns that were not addressed in the Town’s 1,100 page 

Emergency Response Plan. During the December 9, 2020 meeting of this joint committee, 

committee members voted to send a letter to the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency 

(MEMA) seeking their assistance in developing a detailed regional safety plan for all towns and 

cities surrounding the Weymouth Compressor site (Exhibit 3, see attached letter dated December 

21, 2020). 

 

The Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) did not formally respond to the 

request by the joint committee. However, upon further inquiry by the joint committee, a MEMA 

representative stated the Agency must rely on requests from local emergency departments (not 

Town Councils or School Committees) to become further involved with regional coordinations. 

To our knowledge, no such requests have been made from the Weymouth Emergency Management 

department to date. 

 

On November 6, 2020, after the filing of the October 30th Host Agreement, Weymouth 

Superintendent Dr. Jennifer Curtis-Whipple met with the Weymouth Emergency Management 

Department to discuss an emergency response plan for JECC and Wessagusset Primary School. A 

preliminary evacuation plan was developed during this meeting, which specified where these two 

schools would evacuate during an emergency involving the Compressor Station. Since that date, 

work has continued with the Weymouth School, Police, Fire, and Emergency Management 

departments to develop more specific evacuation plans for JECC and Wessagusset Primary School 

(Exhibit 4, see attached Weymouth Public Schools Compressor Station Emergency Response 

Plan). This plan was presented to the Weymouth School Committee on March 25th, 2021.  
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While the Weymouth School Committee appreciates the participation of the Town of Weymouth 

in helping Weymouth Public Schools craft preliminary evacuation plans for the Wessagusset 

Primary School and JECC, these plans do not take into consideration the full spectrum of health 

and safety risks associated with possible emergency situations that may come from the Weymouth 

Compressor site, nor do they account for the myriad of considerations we must examine when 

contingency planning for children who, for example, require mobility assistance or children who 

may have unique communication needs. We anticipate that, in the event of a catastrophic incident 

requiring a fast evacuation from JECC and the Wessagusset Primary School, coordinated mutual 

aid from the neighboring municipalities of Braintree and/or Quincy may be required for a host of 

reasons, including assistance with transporting our more medically fragile students. Currently, 

Weymouth Public Schools does not have an avenue through which to request regional coordination 

of these planning efforts. Unfortunately, the 2017 Atlantic Bridge Certificate was absent of an 

order to develop a comprehensive regional safety plan among Weymouth and surrounding 

communities.  

 

In light of the Town of Weymouth/Enbridge Emergency Response Plan that did not include 

Weymouth Schools in it, as well as the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency’s 

(MEMA) rejection of our request for assistance in creating a regional response plan, Weymouth 

School Committee respectfully asks FERC to consider the dire position they have put Weymouth 

Schools in by not investigating the consequence of the Weymouth Compressor Station on 

Weymouth Schools prior to the issuance of the 2017 Atlantic Bridge Certificate, and by not 

ordering the involved parties to create a regional, comprehensive safety plan that accounted for 

area schools. 

 
Question 3. Are there any additional mitigation measures the Commission should impose in 

response to air emissions or public safety concerns?  

 

We acknowledge the time and work the Town of Weymouth has put into developing its 

Compressor Station Emergency Response Plan and thank the Town for all the efforts it has been 

making to keep the residents of Weymouth safe. However, although the actual site is within our 

town borders, its health and safety effects stretch throughout the South Shore region of 
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Massachusetts. Both Enbridge and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) have 

deemed the Weymouth Compressor Station a High Consequence Area (HCA).  It is imperative 

that the Commonwealth of Massachusetts treats this facility as such. A plan similar to the one 

associated with the Seabrook Nuclear Power Station (https://www.mass.gov/info-

details/seabrook-nuclear-power-station) needs to be created for the South Shore region by the 

Commonwealth. It outlines the Emergency Planning Zone, provides interactive maps, outlines 

emergency classification levels, and lays out plans that easily informs the public about what to do 

during situations such as evacuations, shelter-in-place and a comprehensive regional school 

evacuation plan. Further, the unique student populations of Weymouth’s JECC and Wessagusset 

Primary schools require experts in school safety and evacuations to inform a significant portion of 

area schools’ response plans.  

 

We are asking FERC to consider the health and safety burden that has been shouldered by 

Weymouth Schools as a result of the following facts: 

1. FERC did not fully investigate the consequences of the Weymouth Compressor Station 

on Weymouth Schools or vulnerable student populations. 

2. In the 2017 Atlantic Bridge Certificate, FERC acknowledged that “...with respect to 

residences and schools, the Franklin site is preferable to the proposed site at Weymouth.” 

3. The 2017 Atlantic Bridge Certificate was issued absent of any orders to complete a 

comprehensive regional emergency response plan that included contingency plans for 

local schools. 

4. Since September 24, 2020, Weymouth Public Schools has added an additional 

educational facility to North Weymouth. 

5. Absent a specific directive from FERC to create a regional emergency response plan that 

includes local schools, the 1,100 page “Compressor Station Emergency Response Plan” 

attached to the Weymouth/Enbridge Host Community Agreement did not account for 

Weymouth Schools or regional coordination of emergency resources and response.  

6. Subsequent Weymouth Public Schools district-specific safety plans include preliminary 

emergency procedures related to the Weymouth Compressor Station, but are not 

informed by independent experts in school-related incidents and emergencies, and are 

currently unable to be coordinated with neighboring towns.  
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7. A December 21, 2020 request to MEMA for assistance in facilitating a regional safety 

plan by a joint safety committee with representation from Weymouth Town Council and 

Weymouth School Committee was not granted. 

   

We ask that if the North Weymouth Compressor Station is allowed to remain operational, FERC 

direct regional study of safety measures and precautions that must be established, including 

school-specific emergency response plans informed by qualified experts, and require notification 

of safety measures for both emergency situations and ongoing health risks to all affected towns 

and cities, at the sole cost of the Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC. and any other measures 

deemed appropriate and reasonable by the Commission and allowed by law.  

 

III. CONCLUSION 
  

For the reasons set forth herein, the Commission should grant the Petitioners’ request for 

rehearing so that the Commission may consider the issues identified above. 

  

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 Lisa Belmarsh  
Lisa Belmarsh, Chair 

Weymouth School Committee  

  

 April  2, 2021 
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Exhibit 1 



COMMUNITY BENEFITS AND SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

This Community Benefits and Settlement Agreement (the “Agreement”) is 

entered into on October 30, 2020 (the “Effective Date”) between the Town of 

Weymouth, Massachusetts (the “Town”), acting by and through its Mayor, Robert L. 

Hedlund and his successors (the “Mayor”), and Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC 

(“Algonquin”) (collectively, the “Parties”). 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, Algonquin, together with Maritimes & Northeast Pipeline 

Company, L.L.C. (collectively, the “Applicants”) jointly filed an application for a 

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (the “AB Certificate”) with the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) in FERC Docket Number CP16-9-

000 (the “FERC Proceeding”) in order to construct, operate and maintain the Atlantic 

Bridge Project (the “AB Project”);  

WHEREAS, in addition to the AB Certificate issued by FERC in January 2017, 

the Applicants received a Notice to Proceed (“NTP”) issued by FERC on November 

27, 2019 and an In-Service Authorization issued by FERC on September 24, 2020;  

WHEREAS, the AB Project involves, in part,  the construction, operation and 

maintenance of a compressor station and ancillary facilities (the “Compressor 

Station”), as described further in the Applicants’ filings in the FERC Proceeding, that 

are located on parcels of land shown in a Plan of Land titled “Subdivision Plan of 

Land in Weymouth & Quincy, Massachusetts”, prepared for Spectra Energy 

Partners, LLC, dated February 1, 2017, and received and recorded on March 22, 2017 
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at the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds at Plan Book 657, Page 15 (the “Subdivision 

Plan”).  A copy of this Subdivision Plan is attached hereto as “Exhibit A.”  Algonquin 

acquired the Parcel from Calpine Fore River Energy Center, LLC (“Calpine”) by 

Quitclaim Deed dated December 1, 2016 recorded at the Norfolk County Registry of 

Deeds at Book 34726, Page 482 which was deemed null and void and not to be relied 

upon for any purposes by virtue of the recording of a Corrective Confirmatory 

Quitclaim Deed dated June 21, 2018, recorded at the Norfolk County Registry of 

Deeds at Book 36146, Page 163 on July 17, 2018;  

WHEREAS, Calpine’s property had historically been divided by Bridge Street 

into two separate parcels referred to as the “North Parcel” and the “South Parcel;”  

WHEREAS, the Site Algonquin acquired from Calpine to construct, operate 

and maintain the Compressor Station is a portion of the North Parcel, but does not 

include Parcels H-1, H-2, H-3 and AQ1, as such parcels appear on the Subdivision 

Plan, attached as Exhibit A; 

 WHEREAS, the Town intervened in the FERC Proceeding and other state 

agency proceedings and filed the following pending civil actions in opposition to 

various state permitting decisions involving the construction, operation and 

maintenance of the Compressor Station: 

1. Air Appeals: Town of Weymouth, et al v. DEP, First Circuit Dkt. No. 19-1794; 
and Town of Weymouth v. Dep’t of Envtl. Prot., Mass. Super. Ct., C.A. No. 
1982CV01016;  

2. CZM Appeal: Hedlund v. DEP, Algonquin, Maritimes, Mass. Super. Ct., C.A. 
No. 19-1501; 

3. Wetlands Appeal: Hedlund v. DEP & Algonquin Gas Transmission LLC, Mass. 
Super. Ct. C.A. No. 19-1500; and 
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4. Waterways Appeal: Hedlund v. DEP & Algonquin, Mass. Super. Ct., C.A. No.
19-1502;

(collectively, the “Civil Actions”); 

WHEREAS the Applicants filed the following pending civil action against the 

Town and other defendants, in an effort to constrain the relief available to them in 

the Civil Actions pending in Superior Court: 

5. Algonquin v. Town of Weymouth and FRRACS, C.A. No. 1:19-cv-12338-DJC

and 

WHEREAS, Algonquin and the Town have agreed to enter into this Agreement 

to settle all disputes and issues concerning Algonquin’s construction, operation and 

maintenance of the Compressor Station on the Site under the AB Certificate and 

other federal, state or local permits, licenses, or other authorizations related thereto, 

whether issued, pending or subject to further review or action. 

THEREFORE, Algonquin and the Town agree as follows: 

1. Algonquin’s Payment to the Town: Algonquin shall make a one-time

payment to the Town of Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000) (the “Capital Project 

Payment”).  The Parties mutually acknowledge that such payment will be deposited 

in the Town’s General Fund and that its use will be subject to appropriation; 

provided, however, that the Parties agree that their intent is for these funds to be 

used for one or more capital projects determined by the Town to address a health, 

safety, environmental or economic priority identified by the Town, in its sole 

discretion.  Payment of the Capital Project Payment shall be paid to the Town no 
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later than December 1, 2020 and said payment shall not be dependent on the 

Compressor Station going into service or any other condition expressed or implied.  

 2. Algonquin’s Air Monitoring Station: In connection with the 

construction of the Compressor Station under the AB Certificate, Algonquin has 

worked cooperatively with the Town to support the installation of an air monitoring 

station by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (“MassDEP”) 

in the Fore River basin.  The air monitoring station was approved by MassDEP 

contemporaneously with the August 26, 2019 Air Quality Plan Approval issued by 

MassDEP and the Parties agree that the monitoring station should be located at the 

site designated as the “Monitor Location” as shown on Exhibit B attached hereto. 

 3. Emergency Response Planning: The Parties acknowledge that 

comprehensive emergency response plans and protocols are necessary in order for 

emergency response personnel to be able to provide suitable and effective responses 

in the event of an emergency or other unanticipated injurious conditions at the Site 

or resulting from the Compressor Station and the meter and regulator station and 

HubLine pipeline on or immediately adjacent to the Site.   

a. Algonquin will participate with Weymouth emergency response officials by 
providing input regarding Algonquin’s facilities on the Site for use by the 
Town in its development of a comprehensive Contingency Plan (the “Plan”), 
which includes a plan for evacuation of persons within agreed upon 
distances, under appropriate conditions and various emergency scenarios, 
of the Compressor Station.  The Town’s Plan includes significant input from 
Algonquin, including documents containing Critical Energy Infrastructure 
Information ("CEII"), Sensitive Security Information ("SSI"), and 
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confidential business/commercial information protected from disclosure 
under FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § (see also 18 C.F.R. § 388.113(c)(1)), and/or state law 
(see G.L. c. 66, § 10 and G.L. c. 4, § 7).  Together the Town’s plans contain 
specific protocols to be followed by its emergency response personnel in 
response to emergencies or other unanticipated conditions at the Site, with 
said Plan and related materials to be developed exclusively by and be the 
responsibility of the Town. 

b. Algonquin will provide input regarding Algonquin’s facilities on the Site to 
Weymouth’s Emergency Management Director, Fire Chief, and Police Chief 
in support of the Town’s development of the Plan. 

c. Algonquin shall participate in the Town’s annual review of its Plan, and 
other emergency response documents developed by the Town; and 

d. Algonquin shall conduct at least annual, and more frequently upon request 
of either party, liaison meetings with the Town’s management which 
oversees the Town’s emergency response personnel to the Town’s various 
response scenarios, with the first such meeting to occur no later than 
November 30, 2020.  Algonquin also agrees at the annual liaison meeting 
to update the Town concerning the prior year’s compliance activities as 
relate to the Compressor Station. 

e. Algonquin also agrees to sponsor relevant fire response training for the 
Weymouth Fire Department, including training conducted locally or at the 
Massachusetts State Fire Academy.   

f. Algonquin shall participate in the development and use of a system for 
dedicated and secure pre-arrival information to emergency responders in 
the event of an emergency occurring at the Site.  Said system shall include 
a dedicated phone number or other communication protocol for Town 
emergency responders to contact the Enbridge Gas Control 24-hour call line 
at 1-800-726-8383.  



   6 

 

 4. Coastal Bank Delineation: The coastal bank on the eastern side of 

the peninsula where the Compressor Station is located was delineated during the 

wetlands proceedings before the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection (“MassDEP”).  The delineation is shown on the revised plans, dated August 

7, 2018, which are referenced in: (i) the October 16, 2019 Recommended Final 

Decision, which was adopted by MassDEP in the Commissioner’s October 24, 2019 

Final Decision, and (ii) in the Final Order of Conditions. 

 5. Massachusetts Contingency Plan Response Actions: Algonquin 

shall, by July 28, 2024 (as set forth in a letter from MassDEP to Algonquin Gas 

Transmission, LLC dated June 29, 2020, RE: Weymouth – BWSC, Release Tracking 

Numbers: 4-0026230 and 4-0028186, 6-50 and 82-90 Bridge Street, Revised Deadlines 

for Comprehensive Response Actions, Interim Deadlines, 00009825), or such other 

date as is approved by MassDEP, achieve a Permanent or Temporary Solution, as 

appropriate, respecting Releases of Oil or Hazardous Materials at the properties 

along Bridge Street owned by Algonquin or Calpine to which MassDEP has assigned 

Release Tracking Numbers (“RTN”) 4-28186 and RTN 4-26230, into which RTN 4-

26243 has been consolidated, in compliance with provisions of Massachusetts General 

Laws Chapter 21E and the Massachusetts Contingency Plan, 310 CMR 40.0000, et 

seq.  

 6. Public Access to the Bulkhead Area/West Waterfront Area: The 

Parties agree to work cooperatively with each other to pursue discussions with 

Calpine and other parties concerning the potential to secure greater public access to 
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the so-called Bulkhead Area/West Waterfront area, including but not limited to an 

extension of the existing walking path which currently traverses the Lovell’s 

Grove/King’s Cove conservation area, shown on Exhibit A to the Re-executed 

Reserved Easements Agreement, recorded in the Norfolk Registry of Deeds Book 

34908, Page 319.  

7. Notifications by Algonquin to the Town Related to the Release of

Natural Gas: Algonquin shall provide the Town with the notifications required 

under the August 26, 2019 Air Quality Plan Approval issued by MassDEP including 

but not limited to notifications regarding scheduled or unscheduled releases of 

natural gas.  Said notifications shall include advance notice of a scheduled release of 

natural gas and a notification to the Town within two (2) hours of an unplanned 

release of natural gas.  Algonquin shall further provide the Town with copies of all 

notifications submitted to any state regulator. 

No later than three (3) business days after Algonquin provides a notification 

or copy of a notification to the Town as required by this Section 7, or as soon as 

possible thereafter if the Parties mutually agree, upon written request Algonquin 

shall meet with the Town’s Emergency Management Director and other emergency 

response personnel designated by him or her.  Thereafter, at least weekly until 

completion of any steps necessary to remediate conditions at the Site or otherwise 

respond to the incident, Algonquin shall provide updates to the Town’s Emergency 

Management Director regarding progress toward completion of remediation or other 

responsive activities.   
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 8. Maintenance Activities Associated with the Lovell’s Grove/King’s 

Cove Conservation Area: The Parties agree to work cooperatively with one another 

and Calpine to establish responsibility for the various maintenance activities 

associated with the Lovell’s Grove and King’s Cove conservation areas, including 

snow plowing, trash removal, mowing and the repaving of the parking area.  

 9. System Maintenance Activities: Algonquin shall maintain the 

facilities associated with the AB Project in full compliance with the requirements of 

PHMSA regulations and all applicable federal and state permits issued for the AB 

Project.   

 10. Decommissioning: Algonquin shall comply with all federal 

requirements for the decommissioning of interstate natural gas facilities pursuant to 

5 U.S.C. §717f(b) or other applicable law, including but not limited to 18 C.F.R. Part 

157, as amended, and will update the Town in a timely fashion at such time as a 

decision is made in the future to remove the Compressor Station from service.   

 11. The Town’s Obligations and Concurrence: The Parties acknowledge 

that, in consideration of Algonquin’s obligations set forth above, the Town has agreed 

to cease its opposition in its entirety to the construction or operation of the 

Compressor Station at the Site as currently permitted and authorized without 

substantial modification and in accordance with the terms and conditions as set forth 

in the AB Certificate and other federal or state permits, licenses, or other 

authorizations that have already been issued or are currently pending before an 

issuing authority, including those subject to further review or action.  
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 To implement that agreement, the Town agrees to the following:   

a. Dismissals of Current Opposition Efforts: On the same day this 

Agreement is executed by the Mayor, the Town shall submit to FERC a letter in which 

the Mayor, on behalf of the Town, withdraws the Town’s opposition to the AB Project 

while retaining its party status to continue to receive notices in FERC Proceeding 

CP16-9-000.  The Town shall also execute those dismissals, letters, and notifications 

that either of the Parties reasonably deem appropriate or necessary to withdraw, 

dismiss and rescind the Town’s opposition to any authorizations and/or permits as 

submitted to any federal or state agencies or courts related to the AB Project and/or 

the Weymouth Compressor Station and, if requested by Algonquin, will send a letter 

to that effect to such agency or court within seven (7) business days of each such 

request.  Said matters include the Civil Actions and such permits or authorizations 

that may have been remanded by a court or are otherwise subject to appeal or 

additional review, including but not limited to the appeals associated with the 

MassDEP Air Quality Plan Approval, including the action filed with the U.S. Court 

of Appeals for the First Circuit and any remand proceedings pending before 

MassDEP; the appeals in Norfolk Superior Court concerning MassDEP’s Wetlands, 

Chapter 91 and Air Quality Plan Approval decisions; and the appeal in Norfolk 

Superior Court concerning the Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management’s 

Consistency Determination.  Notwithstanding the above, the Town reserves the right 

to oppose the future expansion of the existing natural gas infrastructure, including 
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the Compressor Station, which may be proposed at the Site in the future by the 

Applicants. 

As of the Effective Date, the Town shall not oppose, object to, appeal, file 

testimony or briefs opposing, or challenge in any way: (1) the AB Certificate; (2) the 

NTP or such additional authorizations issued by FERC or PHMSA and related to the 

Compressor Station, including, but not limited to, the Applicants’ request for 

authorization to place the Compressor Station into service; or (3) other federal or 

state permits, licenses, or other authorizations issued for the construction, operation 

or maintenance of the Compressor Station at the Site that have already been issued, 

or are currently pending before an issuing authority, including those subject to 

further review or action.  

b. Town Reservation of Rights: Notwithstanding the provisions of 

Section 11.a., the Town reserves and does not waive its rights to oppose any future 

activities or actions at the Compressor Station, proposed by Algonquin or any other 

entity, that would: (1) expand or substantially modify the Compressor Station’s 

configuration or physical structures, or substantially alter, change, or otherwise 

modify the Compressor Station’s operations or maintenance, (2) require construction 

or other impacts to land other than the Site, (3) require the issuance of any new or 

amended federal, state, or local permits, licenses, or other authorizations to expand 

or substantially modify the Compressor Station’s configuration or physical 

structures, or substantially alter, change, or otherwise modify the Compressor 

Station’s operations or maintenance, or (4) modify any term, condition, or other 
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requirement set forth in the AB Certificate.  Notwithstanding the provisions of 

Section 11.a., the Town further reserves and does not waive all rights to seek 

enforcement of the terms, conditions, and other requirements set forth in the AB 

Certificate and other federal or state permits, licenses, or other authorizations issued, 

currently pending before an issuing authority or subject to further review or action 

pursuant to which the Compressor Station has been or will be constructed, operated 

or maintained now and in the future. 

c. Algonquin’s Acquisition of The North Parcel: The Town shall not

directly or indirectly unreasonably interfere with Algonquin’s acquisition or 

enjoyment of the North Parcel.  

d. Calpine’s Obligations to the Town: Except as stated in this

Agreement or as assumed by Algonquin in any existing or future agreement between 

Algonquin and Calpine, the Town agrees that Algonquin is not responsible for any of 

Calpine’s obligations to the Town relating to the North Parcel. 

e. Non-interference with the AB Certificate or Project and

Dismissal of Appeals: The Town shall not directly or indirectly oppose, object to, 

appeal, file testimony or briefs opposing, or challenge in any way: (i) the AB 

Certificate, the NTP or such additional authorizations issued by FERC or PHMSA 

and related to the Compressor Station, including, but not limited to, the Applicants’ 

request for authorization to place the Compressor Station into service; or (ii) any 

permit, license, approval, or any other authorization sought by or issued to Algonquin 

in connection with the Compressor Station and the AB Project under any federal law 
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or regulation or under any applicable state or local law, regulation, ordinance, or by-

law (the “Permits”).  The Town further agrees to secure dismissal of the Civil Actions 

and any and all complaints, claims or appeals now pending before any state or federal 

court or MassDEP that seek to challenge any of the Permits, the Compressor Station 

or the AB Project.  Within seven (7) business days of the Effective Date of the 

Agreement, the Town shall further file: (i) stipulations of dismissal with prejudice in 

each of the Civil Actions, dismissing all of the Town’s claims in the Civil Actions, and 

(ii) a stipulation of dismissal with prejudice in its appeal of MassDEP’s BACT 

determination pending before MassDEP on remand from the First Circuit.  

Notwithstanding the above, nothing in this Agreement shall preclude the Town from 

taking appropriate measures to enforce or seek enforcement of applicable 

requirements and conditions of any Permit issued for the AB Project or the terms of 

this Agreement. 

 f. Non-opposition with the AB Certificate or Project: The Town shall 

not take a position in any regulatory, administrative or judicial proceeding in which 

the Town directly or indirectly opposes or disagrees with the AB Project.   

 g. Cooperation with Algonquin’s Efforts to Construct and Operate 

the Project: The Town shall: (i) cooperate with Algonquin in obtaining any Permit, 

including any water and sewer connection permits and/or curb cut permits, sought by 

Algonquin from the Town to construct, operate, and maintain the Compressor Station 

in connection with the AB Project and in conformance with the terms, conditions, and 

requirements of the AB Certificate and other federal or state permits, licenses, or 
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other authorizations issued, currently pending before an issuing authority or subject 

to further review or action; (ii) shall timely issue any Permit sought by Algonquin 

from the Town to construct, operate, and maintain the Compressor Station in 

connection with the AB Certificate and in conformance with the terms, conditions, 

and requirements of the AB Certificate and other federal or state permits, licenses, 

or other authorizations issued, currently pending before an issuing authority or 

subject to further review or action; and (iii) not otherwise engage in any acts or 

omissions that may or will cause Algonquin to incur any additional costs or delays in 

connection with the construction, operation, and maintenance of the Compressor 

Station under the AB Certificate.  If the Town believes any requested permit is 

prohibited by law, the Town shall immediately notify Algonquin, and if the matter 

has not been resolved by the parties within seven (7) business days, the Town shall 

deny the permit and immediately file a civil action to obtain a declaratory judgment 

on an accelerated basis whether said permit, license or authorization is prohibited by 

law. 

 h. Waiver of any Additional Compensation: The Town shall not seek 

any additional payment from Algonquin in connection with Algonquin’s construction, 

operation and maintenance of the Compressor Station under the AB Certificate.  

 12. Dismissal of Algonquin D. Mass. Lawsuit: Algonquin filed on 

October 19, 2020 a Notice of Dismissal  pursuant to Fed.R.Civ.P. 41(a)(1)(A) of its 

lawsuit against the Town currently pending in the United States District Court for 
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the District of Massachusetts, and shall take all additional, reasonable actions 

requested by the Town as are necessary to secure dismissal of that action. 

13. Lovell’s Grove/King’s Cove Conservation Restriction: The

Conservation Restriction on the North Parcel that is recorded in Book 26454, Page 

446 of the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds (the “Lovell’s Grove/King’s Cove CR”) 

shall remain in full force and effect.  Algonquin’s acquisition of the Site is subject to 

this restriction, which shall remain in effect. 

14. Release of Past and Present Claims: Except for those claims and

rights expressly reserved in this Agreement, including the Town’s reservation of 

rights in Section 11.b., the Parties unconditionally and irrevocably release one 

another from all claims that either ever had, now has, may have or otherwise could, 

can or might assert from the beginning of time through and including the Effective 

Date of this Agreement that arises out of or relates to the construction, operation and 

maintenance of the Compressor Station under the AB Certificate and other federal, 

state or local permits, licenses, or other authorizations issued, currently pending 

before an issuing authority or subject to further review or action.  The term “claims” 

for this section shall mean and all manner of claims, demands, rights, liabilities, 

losses, obligations, duties, damages, costs, debts, expenses, interest, penalties, 

sanctions, fees, attorneys’ fees, actions, potential actions, causes of action, suits, 

agreements, judgments, decrees, matters, issues and controversies of any kind, 

nature or description whatsoever, whether known or unknown, disclosed or 

undisclosed, accrued or unaccrued, apparent or not apparent, foreseen or unforeseen, 
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matured or not matured, suspected or unsuspected, liquidated or not liquidated, fixed 

or contingent. 

 15. Agreement to Support a Change in DOR’s Tax Policy as to 

Natural Gas Pipelines and Facilities: The Town and Algonquin will cooperate in 

their efforts to have the Massachusetts Department of Revenue (the “DOR”) change 

its methodology for allocating value to a municipality between a pipeline and 

compressor station equipment which is currently based on the allocated value of the 

pipeline and related equipment as determined by the formula used by DOR under 

G.L. c.59, § 38A.  By letter dated February 11, 2016, which is attached as Exhibit C, 

Algonquin previously supported such a change in methodology to the DOR.  

Algonquin will cooperate with the Town by re-submitting, within fourteen (14) days 

of the Effective Date of the Agreement, the February 11th letter.  Said cooperation 

shall include, without limitation, meetings with state officials to support changes to 

effect the necessary change in DOR methodology.  The Town and Algonquin also 

agree and acknowledge that such change in methodology is within the exclusive 

purview of the DOR and that Algonquin bears no additional financial or other 

obligation should such change in methodology not occur. 

    16. Notices: Any notices provided in connection with this Agreement shall 

be sent as follows: 

to: Town of Weymouth 
 Town Hall 
 75 Middle Street 
 Weymouth, MA 02189 
 Attention:  Mayor 
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with copies to: 
 
 Town of Weymouth 
 Town Hall 
 75 Middle Street 
 Weymouth, MA 02189 
 Attention:  Town Solicitor 
 

to:      Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC 
             5400 Westheimer Court 

           Houston, Texas 77056-5310 
   Attn: Legal Department 
 

            with copies to: 

Enbridge Inc. 
c/o Tax Department 
5400 Westheimer Court 
Houston, Texas 77056-5310 
 

             and 

Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC  
Legal Department  
890 Winter Street, Suite 300  
Waltham, Massachusetts 02451 
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 17. Binding upon Successors: This Agreement is binding upon the 

Parties’ successors and assigns 

18. Assignment: Neither this Agreement nor any right, interest, or 

obligation herein may be assigned, transferred, or delegated to a third party without 

the prior written permission of the other Party.  No assignment or delegation hereof 

shall relieve the assignor of its obligation under this Agreement.  Without limiting 

the generality of the foregoing, this Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the 

benefit of the Parties’ respective successors and assigns and the assigning party will 

remain liable for the performance of any assignee.  

 19. Authority to Enter into the Agreement: The Mayor has executed this 

Agreement on behalf of the Town, as this Agreement resolves all outstanding issues, 

including potential litigation or appeal, between the Town and Algonquin over the 

AB Certificate, the AB Project or any individual permit or authorization and 

represents that the Mayor has the authority to do so.  The Parties agree that if the 

Weymouth Town Council, another Weymouth public body, or Weymouth town official 

takes a position in any regulatory, administrative or judicial proceeding in which it 

directly or indirectly opposes or disagrees with, or otherwise engages in any acts or 

omissions that may or will impact, the AB Project or the construction, operation, and 

maintenance of the Compressor Station under the AB Certificate, the Mayor shall 

cause the Town to intervene and immediately seek to dismiss and otherwise oppose 

any litigation, claim, or appeal asserted on behalf of the Town that are covered by 

sections 11.a., 11.c., 11.e., 11.f., 11.g., 14, and 19.  If the Mayor, on behalf the Town, 
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fails to intervene immediately in any such regulatory, administrative or judicial 

proceeding for the purpose of seeking its dismissal and otherwise opposing it, 

Algonquin shall be entitled to specific performance of this provision of the Agreement.  

20. Integration, Amendments, Modifications, and Lack of Reliance:

This Agreement constitutes the complete agreement of the Parties with respect to all 

matters referenced in this Agreement.  This Agreement may not be modified or 

amended except by a written instrument signed by each of the Parties.  In executing 

this Agreement, neither party is relying upon any oral representation, promise or 

statement made by the other party that is not set forth in this Agreement.  

21. Termination: This Agreement will terminate automatically if

Algonquin provides the Town with notice of its election not to proceed with operation 

of the Compressor Station.  If Algonquin terminates this Agreement pursuant to this 

Section 21, then Algonquin shall be deemed to have relinquished such rights or 

entitlements as may have been conferred by any permit issued to Algonquin, the 

Town may keep any payments Algonquin made for any reason under this Agreement, 

and Algonquin shall make any unpaid payments due or owed before the date of 

termination.    

22. Execution of the Agreement: This Agreement may be signed in

counterparts, each of which, taken together, shall be deemed an original.  Execution 

of this Agreement will be effective if the signature is received by facsimile or other 

electronic means.   
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23. Governing Law and Venue: Except to the extent that federal law

governs, this Agreement shall be construed in accordance with and governed by the 

laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Any action to enforce the provisions of 

the Agreement shall be brought in the United States District Court for the District of 

Massachusetts in Boston, except for matters in which that Court does not have 

jurisdiction, in which case such action shall be brought in Norfolk Superior Court or 

such other state court as has jurisdiction whose venue is Norfolk County. 

24. No Ambiguity: All words, clauses, terms, sentences, paragraphs,

portions, parts, paragraphs, and sections of this Agreement, and this Agreement as 

a whole, are unambiguous.  

25. No Presumption against Drafting Party: Algonquin and the Town

and their respective counsel have cooperated in the drafting and the preparation of 

this Agreement and, accordingly, the rule of construction that any ambiguities are to 

be resolved against the drafting party will not be employed in any interpretation of 

this Agreement. 

26. No Third-Party Beneficiaries: There are no third-party beneficiaries

to this Agreement. 

27. Materiality of Any Breach: All words, clauses, terms, sentences,

paragraphs, portions, parts, paragraphs, and sections of this Agreement are material. 

28. Remedies for Breach: The only remedies for any breach of this

Agreement shall be an action for specific performance or as provided in Paragraph 
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19.  The non-breaching party shall not be entitled to any damages, interest, attorneys’ 

fees, costs, or expenses. 

 29. Notice of Default and Time to Cure: If either party claims the other 

party has breached this Agreement, the party asserting the breach shall give the 

other party written notice of the nature of the breach in accordance with Section 16 

and seven (7) calendar days to cure the breach before availing itself of the remedies 

available for breach set forth in Section 28. 

 30. No Reliance upon the Other Party’s Counsel: Algonquin and the 

Town are each an independent party that has been represented by separate counsel.  

Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as making Algonquin, the Town, or 

their counsel an agent or legal representative of the other.   

 31. Warranty as to Authority. Each person who signs this Agreement  

acknowledges, warrants, and represents under the pains and penalties of perjury 

with his or her signature the following: he or she: (a) is legally and mentally 

competent to execute this Agreement; (b) is of legal age; (c) has the authority to bind 

with his or her signature the party on whose behalf it is executing this Agreement; 

(d) has carefully read all of the provisions of this Agreement with care and with the 

advice and counsel of; and (e) knows and fully understands each and every word, 

clause, term, sentence, paragraph, portion, part, paragraph, and section of this 

Agreement, and this Agreement as a whole.  In affixing his or her signature below, 

he or she has affixed his or her signature to this Agreement intentionally, willingly, 
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and free from any compulsion or duress and as his or her own free act and deed after 

having obtained the advice of counsel. 

 

(*** The remainder of this page is blank ***) 
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 Strong Schools                Strong Community  

WEYMOUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
School Committee 

 
 
 
November 19, 2020 
 
 
TO:   MAYOR HEDLUND 
 WEYMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL, President Arthur Matthews 
 SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, Dr. Curtis-Whipple 
 
 
Re:  School Health/Safety Measures and Community Host Agreement between Weymouth and Algonquin Gas 
Transmission regarding North Weymouth Compressor Station 
 
As you are aware, on Friday, October 30th, a Host Community Agreement with Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC, a 
subsidiary of Enbridge (formerly Spectra), and a 1,100-page Emergency Response Plan was released by the Mayor. The 
Host Community Agreement resolved pending litigation for the Town of Weymouth that opposed the natural gas 
compressor station in North Weymouth.  
 
Upon review of the history of this area, it should be noted that the compressor station in North Weymouth has the 
distinction of being located on the smallest piece of land in the most densely populated area in the Country and also 
includes a coastal area. When reviewing what safety precautions other schools have taken in any similar situations, we 
could find no other example available where a school is so closely located to such structures.   
 
When in full operation, the compressor station is anticipated to produce emissions that are likely to contain Benzene, 
Formaldehyde, and 1,3-Butadiene. These pollutants are known carcinogens and have been linked to childhood 
leukemia, lymphoma, and nasal cancer. 
 
At our November 5th School Committee meeting, the Committee briefly reviewed the Agreement and the 1,100-page 
Emergency Response Plan, noting that the Emergency Response Plan attached to the October 30, 2020 Community 
Host Agreement included no contingency plans specific to Weymouth’s 11 schools (with a twelfth currently under 
construction). Specifically, the Committee had several concerns about the Wessagusset and Johnson (JECC) schools, 
which are considered to be in the exposure zones for compressor emissions and any emergency situations occurring at 
the compressor location in North Weymouth. Concerningly, JECC is .9 miles from the North Weymouth compressor 
station and the Wessagusset School is 1.3 miles away from the North Weymouth compressor station.  These two 
schools include approximately 450 children and 100 staff.  Johnson, more specifically, provides education to our most 
medically fragile and non-ambulatory students including students in wheelchairs and others with complex medical 
needs such as feeding and breathing tubes.  This school is also located on the current evacuation route for the whole 
area as detailed in this Emergency Plan making their exit even more complicated where busses will not be able to 
quickly reach the school to aid.   
 
On November 6th, Dr. Curtis Whipple met with the Weymouth Emergency Management Department to discuss an 
emergency plan for the Wessagusset and Johnson schools. A preliminary evacuation plan was developed during this 
meeting, which specified where these two schools will evacuate during an emergency involving the Compressor. While 
we appreciate the participation of the Town of Weymouth in helping Weymouth Public Schools craft preliminary 
evacuation plans for Wessagusset and Johnson, the School Committee would like to undertake a more thorough, 
comprehensive process in identifying possible health and safety risks related to the compressor station, to then create a 
more detailed related emergency response protocol.  
 
With this goal in mind, the School Committee respectfully seeks further independent inquiry into health and safety 
matters related to the North Weymouth compressor station by our elected officials and town offices, including Town 
Council, School Committee, School Administration, Fire, Police, Emergency Management and Public Health. 
Additionally, the School Committee proposes the following action steps move forward with expediency: 
 



a. We invite the Weymouth Town Council to participate in a public joint meeting(s) to hear and consider 
information from town safety departments, independent health and safety experts, and Weymouth constituents 
regarding health and safety concerns related to the North Weymouth compressor station;  
 

b. Based on the information provided in the joint public meeting(s), the School Committee would like to engage 
in a transparent, public planning process in collaboration with Town departments with a goal of developing 
specific, school-related emergency response plans for compressor station-related incidents; and  

 
c. Based on safety plans that culminate from these planning meetings, we ask Town Council to support the 

funding of measures related to the protection of Weymouth students, staff, and citizens from North Weymouth 
compressor station emergencies, including the funding of additional Fire Department apparatus and crew in 
North Weymouth. 

 
The School Committee supports any other suggestions or recommendations going forward to ensure the safety of our 
schools, staff, and citizens. 
 
 
Voted Unanimously 
 
Weymouth School Committee 
Lisa Belmarsh, Chair 
Tracey Nardone, Vice Chair 
John Sullivan, Secretary 
Kathy Curren 
Rebecca Sherlock -Shangraw 
Carrie Pallazzo 
Robert Hedlund, Mayor  
 
cc: 
Chief Fuller 
Chief Stark 
Director Mulveyhill 
Director McCormick  
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Town of Weymouth 
Massachusetts 

 

 

  

 

 
 
December 21, 2020 
 
Director Samantha Phillips 
Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency 
400 Worcester Road (Route 9 East) 
Framingham, MA 01702-5399 
 
John Mulveyhill, III, Chairman  
Weymouth Local Emergency Planning Committee  
75 Middle Street 
Weymouth, MA 02189 
 
Re:  Request by the Weymouth School Committee and Weymouth Town Council for a Regional Health 
and Safety Plan Regarding North Weymouth Compressor Station 

  
After voting unanimously, the Joint Committee of the Weymouth Town Council Environmental 
Committee and Weymouth School Committee Health and Safety Sub Committee requests your 
immediate attention to assist the South Shore community including the Towns of Weymouth, Quincy, 
Hingham and Braintree with a Regional Safety Plan due to the current and potential health and safety 
risks posed by the North Weymouth Compressor Station. This Joint Committee seeks this request after 
reviewing current information from experts and local community members highlighting the unique and 
serious risks associated with the North Weymouth Compressor Station. 
 
We seek that MEMA and our Local Emergency Planning Committee take immediate action to formulate 
a Regional Safety Plan.  MEMA, in particular has the expertise and authority to oversee a Regional Safety 
Plan for this unique site.  Specifically, testimony at the Joint Committee highlighted that the natural gas 
compressor station in North Weymouth is unique to the area, state, and entire country. It has the 
distinction of being located on the smallest piece of land in the most densely populated area in the United 
States.  In addition, the Compressor is in a coastal, urban location and designated as a Zone A Hurricane 
Evacuation Zone.  Located in Weymouth, it is also on the borders of Quincy and Braintree with pipeline 
that runs through the Fore River and Braintree. An emergency will affect multiple communities from Hull 
to Boston depending on a number of potential factors.   
 
We seek assistance due to the multiple communities affected.   There are more than 900 homes within a 
1/2-mile radius, while 3,100 children live or attend school within one mile of the proposed site.  There are 
more than 13,000 children who attend 33 different schools within 3 miles of the site.  In Weymouth, there 
are two public schools (Wessagusset Elementary and Johnson Early Childhood Center) and multiple other 
educational and daycare facilities within a mile of the compressor station. The current safety plan does 

 
 
 
 

Weymouth Town Council 
              Environmental Committee 
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not consider schools such as the Snug Harbor Elementary School in Quincy or Ross Elementary in 
Braintree as it is a Weymouth specific plan.  When reviewing what safety precautions other schools have 
taken in any similar situations, we could find no other example available where a school is so closely 
located to such structures.  In particular, the Johnson Early Childhood Center provides education to our 
most medically fragile and non-ambulatory early education students including students in wheelchairs and 
others with complex medical needs such as feeding and breathing tubes.  This school is also located on 
the current evacuation route for the whole area as detailed in the Emergency Plan, making their exit even 
more complicated where busses will not be able to quickly reach the school to aid.   
 
We understand that regional planning already occurs throughout MEMA and local first responder units.  
Situations such as riots, active shooters and storm preparedness are situations where every community 
must be prepared.  The Weymouth Compressor Station is a unique entity.  Unlike existing compressor 
stations in Charlton, Longmeadow and Hopkinton, the Weymouth Compressor Station is not situated in a 
rural environment.  It is directly abutting not only thousands of residential units, but also nine other 
industries and the Fore River Bridge.     
 
It is essential that MEMA be involved in the creation of a comprehensive, multiple community, regional 
plan for any potential scenario that involves leaks, weather related emergencies, terrorism, smoke, fire 
and explosions both at the Weymouth Compressor Station site and connected pipelines that run through 
the region and multiple cities and towns.  Such a plan must be well coordinated with Weymouth, Quincy, 
Braintree, Hingham, and surrounding communities so that in the event of an emergency, all communities 
can act fast to save lives, are following the same plan, and have the same exact protocols in place.   
 
We acknowledge the time and work the Town of Weymouth has put into developing its own plan and 
thank the town for all the efforts it has been making to keep the residents of Weymouth safe. However, 
although the actual site is within our town borders, its health and safety effects stretch throughout the 
South Shore. Both Enbridge and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) has deemed the 
Weymouth Compressor Station a High Consequence Area (HCA).  It is imperative that the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts treats this facility as such.  A plan like the Seabrook Nuclear Power 
Station (https://www.mass.gov/info-details/seabrook-nuclear-power-station) needs to be created for the 
South Shore region by the Commonwealth. It outlines the Emergency Planning Zone, provides interactive 
maps, outlines emergency classification levels, and lays out plans that easily informs the public about 
what to do during situations such as evacuations, shelter-in-place and a comprehensive regional school 
evacuation plan.   
 
These needs are way beyond the scope of our Local Emergency Planning Committee which is why we 
seek that MEMA with its expertise and as the state agency with the responsibility to coordinate with 
federal, state and local government agencies, non-profits and businesses to prepare for emergencies, take 
the lead to create a Weymouth Compressor Station Regional Safety Plan.   
 
Additionally, it is essential that MEMA be involved so that it can assist in regard to the serious potential 
emissions expected from the Compressor.  When in full operation, the compressor station is anticipated to 
produce emissions that are likely to contain Benzene, Formaldehyde, and 1,3-Butadiene. These pollutants 
are known carcinogens and have been linked to childhood leukemia, lymphoma, and nasal cancer.  
MEMA can assist these towns with a plan to consider the potential regular if not daily emission 
considerations.   
 
Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter and we sincerely hope you recognize that a well 
devised, regional and comprehensive plan specific to the Weymouth Compressor Station, will give all of 
our first responders a better tool to not only help save lives, but to keep them safer as well.  Please contact 
Lisa Belmarsh or Rebecca Haugh as Chairs of this Joint Committee immediately so that we can begin 



  

working together with you and our Local Emergency Planning Committee.  We will also contact your 
office for your advice on next steps.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Lisa Belmarsh, Chair, Weymouth School Committee 
 

  
Rebecca Haugh, Chair, Town Council Environmental Committee 
 
Voted unanimously on December 10, 2020 by:  
 
Members of the Weymouth School Committee Health and Safety Sub Committee 
Lisa Belmarsh, Chair, Dr. John Sullivan, and Dr. Rebecca Sherlock-Shangraw 
 
And  
Members of the Town Council Environmental Committee 
Rebecca Haugh, Chair, Councilor Ken DiFazio, Councilor Ed Harrington, and Councilor Fred Happel 
 
cc:   U.S. Senator Markey 
 U.S. Senator Warren 
 U.S. Representative Lynch 
 MA Senator O’Connor 
 MA Representative Murphy 
 MA Representative Mariano  
 MA Representative Meschino 
 Weymouth Mayor Hedlund 

Quincy Mayor Koch 
 Braintree Mayor Kokoros 
 Members of the Weymouth Town Council 
 Members of the Weymouth School Committee 
 Members of the Weymouth Local Emergency Planning Committee  
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Crisis Management  
Compressor Station Emergency Response for Wessagusset Primary 

2020-2021 
 

Primary evacuation site:   
Abigail Adams School 

89 Middle Street 
Weymouth, MA 02189 

 
Compressor Station Emergency Response Procedures: 
Response will depend on warning level issued from the Town to the Superintendent's Office.  
Communication to students’ families will come from the Superintendent’s Office. 
 

● Level 1 - The Station operates at Level 1 - no action needed 
● Level 2 - Alert to Superintendent’s Office - no action required at building, transportation notifies 

drivers in case of movement to Level 3 
● Level 3 - Alert to Superintendent’s Office 

■ Shelter in Place and prepare to evacuate 
■ Activate evacuation upon notification from Superintendent’s Office 

● Level 4 - Evacuation is immediate  
 
Evacuation Procedure: 

1. When the principal/administrator receives information that evacuation is necessary due to 
Compressor Station emergency, a Shelter In Place will be put into effect prior to Wessagusset 
students and staff evacuating to the Abigail Adams School Building Admin or Office Staff will 
announce, “CS (Compressor Station) Shelter in Place - CS Shelter In Place”.  At this time: 

● Specialists (Library, Art, Music, Gym and STEAM) and Service Providers(Speech 
Therapists, Physical Therapists, Occupational Therapists, Special Education teachers) will 
be responsible for returning students to proper classroom teachers.  Teachers located 
across from bathrooms check bathrooms for students.  

● Teachers gather evacuation materials, prepare students, and proceed to assigned doors. 
● Upon hearing, “CS Shelter In Place” the Custodian will shut down the HVAC system.  

Office staff prepares School Messenger notification. 
(Continued) 
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● Office staff prepares Go Bag with up-to-date Attendance.  School Nurse collects all 
medicines, equipment (including food for students with specific dietary needs),  contact 
cards needed for health purposes and medically fragile students.  School Nurse will 
transport in cart. 

2. Buses and vans will proceed to designated evacuation area (based on weather conditions and 
instructions from Central Administration).  One of the following areas will be utilized: 

a. Front of building (in front of Gym) 
b. Back of building (North Street) 
c. Beach/Municipal parking lot 

3. Notification in multiple languages (Arabic, Portugese, Spanish) put on Wessagusset main doors 
to alert families to reunite at Abigail Adams School. 

4. All students and staff will exit through assigned doors in the Gym, Office, and Cafeteria. 
● Rooms KA, KB, 1, 2: Exit through Gym Door #12 (Kindergarten, Communication 

Enhancement Program (CEP) 1, Grade 1) 

● Rooms 3, 4, 5 & Gym occupants: Exit through Gym Door #13 (Kindergarten, Grade 1) 

● Office staff, Rooms 6, 7, 8, 9, Nurse’s Office (9A) and Library: Exit through Office Door 

#1 (Grade 2, CEP 2, and Grade 5) 

● Rooms 10, 11, 12, 13, 13A, 13B, 13C, 13D: Exit through Cafeteria Door #4 CEP 3, CEP 4, 

Grade 5) 

● Rooms 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and Cafeteria: Exit through Cafeteria Door #9 (Grade 3 and 

Grade 4) and proceed to front of building 

*These exits may change based on the location of buses. 

 

5. Education Support Professionals (ESP) and Service Providers will ensure students stay in orderly 
lines as teachers assist their classes on to vehicles.  Booster seat and seating capacity guidelines 
not apply during emergency situation. 

6. Teachers will count students prior to boarding and once seated. 
7. Vehicles will transport students and staff to Adams Middle School. 
8. Teachers reunite all class members and take attendance before reunification begins. 
9. ESPs and Service Providers keep children calm and quiet. 

 
(Continued) 
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10.   Upon arrival at Adams, Adams/Wessagusset Administration will determine possible Holding 
Area for students: 

● Gym, Library 
● Classrooms 

11. Once attendance has been taken by all teachers, ESPs and service providers will join the crisis 
team to become a reunification runner. 

12. When the runner comes to get a student, the teacher will verify the documentation with the 
runner before releasing the student and mark off the students on the attendance sheet as 
reunified. 

13. The runner and student will return to the reunification area where the parent or listed contact 
must provide proper identification and sign the contact sheet.  The student is then released.  
Students will only be released to authorized adults on their emergency card - with valid 
identification 

 
Parent/Child Reunification Procedure for Adams School 

 
In the event of a crisis that requires students to be relocated individually to parents/guardians, a 
School Messenger notification (with translations) will be sent with specific instructions for 
reunification. 

 

School administrators will message the following: 

Scenario #1—Shelter in place –dismissal postponed 

This is (Admin name) from the Wessagusset Primary School. 

Please be aware that Staff and students sheltered in place upon communication from 
__________________due to a level (1 or 2) Alert from the Town of Weymouth Emergency 
Management System regarding the Weymouth Compressor Station.  Staff responded quickly and 
students sheltered in place.  All buses are being held and students will be arriving home late. At no time 
were any students in danger. 

Thank you. 

(Continued) 
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Scenario #2- Evacuation 

This is (Admin name) from the Wessagusset Primary School.  Due to ( Level 3 or 4) Alert from the 
Town of Weymouth Emergency Management System regarding the Weymouth Compressor Station 
staff was able to respond quickly so that all students were able to evacuate the building quickly and 
safely. It has been determined by the (Weymouth Fire Department) that it is necessary to evacuate all 
students.  Students have been relocated to the Abigail Adams School, 89 Middle Street, Weymouth 
02189. We ask that you make arrangements to come and pick up your student at Adams.  Please do 
not come to Wessagusset.   Any adult that will dismiss their student today must have the appropriate ID 
and be on the student contact list.  

Thank you. 

 Scenario #3- Final Update 

Good Morning 

This is (Admin name) from the Wessagusset Primary School, sending an update to our families.  This 
morning,( date) there was __(what)___noticed _____(where)____.  All necessary precautions and 
measures were taken to ensure student and staff safety.  Emergency responders were quick to identify 
the cause and it was determined that ________ was taking place__________.  Results of testing has 
been completed and it has been determined that there was no danger to students.  The school building 
has been cleared by the Weymouth Fire Department and Wessagusset  will be open as usual 
tomorrow. 

Thank you. 

 
Reunification Process 

● Command Center will be established based upon arrival to Adams. 
● Tables, if available, or clipboards will be set up in the reunification area 
● Entrance and exits will be well labeled and controlled by staff 
● Student lists will be sorted by alpha.  Listings will be grouped into workable numbers so that 

each table or focus area will get similar traffic.   
● Student emergency contact forms will be accessible at each area.  

 
(Continued) 
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● Once the parent/guardian/contact shows ID and is verified as a contact, the runner will take the 
contact form to the student holding areas.   

● When the runner arrives at the student holding area, the responsible person will mark off the 
student on the attendance form as being released.   

● The runner and students will then return to the parent/guardian waiting area for 
reunification.  The parent/guardian or contact must sign the release form before the student is 
released.  Students will not be released until the parent/contact/guardian has shown the 
proper identification. 
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Crisis Management  

Compressor Station Emergency Response for Johnson ECC 
2020-2021 

 
 
 

 Primary evacuation site: Pingree Primary School  

     1250 Commercial St. E. Weymouth 02189 

 

Compressor Station Emergency Response Procedures: 

Response will depend on warning level issued from the Town to the Superintendent's Office 

 

• Level 1 - The Station operates at Level 1 - no action needed-  

• Level 2 - Alert to Superintendent’s Office - no action required at building, transportation to notify 

drivers in case of movement to Level 3 

• Level 3 - Alert to Superintendent’s Office 

o Shelter in Place and prepare to evacuate  

o Activate evacuation  upon notification from Superintendent’s Office  

• Level 4 - Evacuation is immediate  

 
  
Procedure: 

1. When the principal/administrator receives information that evacuation is necessary due to 

Compressor Station emergency, Johnson ECC students and staff will evacuate to the Pingree 

Primary School. Teachers and students will report to their designated holding areas with 

evacuation list and teacher’s classroom Go Kits.   Specialists will be responsible to return 

students to proper classroom teachers.  

2. The JECC driveway will be closed to allow for incoming vans/buses. WPS transportation vehicles 

will enter the driveway to the left of the front door (if you are looking at the building from Pearl 

St.) Notification put on JECC doors to alert families to reunite at Pingree Primary.   

3. The following doors will be used to exit and to allow for boarding WPS vans/bus.  Door #1 and    

# 8.  Group I Classrooms to board first – All CEP (Communication Enhancement Program) 

WEYMOUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS    
Johnson Early Childhood Center  

70 Pearl St.        Weymouth MA 02191      781-335-0191       

  
                                                                                                                 Maura Perez    Principal 

 
 

   111 Middle Street        Weymouth MA 02189      781-335-1460 (P)       781-335-8777 (F) 



 
    

 

Strong Schools               Strong Community 

 

classrooms, All Life Skills classrooms.  Once the Group 1 classrooms have boarded, the remaining 

inclusion classrooms (Group 2) will follow.  

4. Teachers reunite all class members and take attendance before reunification begins. 

5. Teachers utilize classroom kits to keep children calm and quiet.   

6. Once attendance has been taken by all teachers, therapists will join the crisis team to become a 

reunification runner.  

7. When the runner comes to get a student, the teacher will verify the documentation with the 

runner before releasing the student and mark off the students on the attendance sheet as 

reunified. 

8. The runner and student will return to the reunification area where the parent or listed contact 

must provide identification and sign the contact sheet.  The student is then released.   

  

Parent/Guardian Child Reunification Procedure for JECC @ Pingree Primary 

 

 

In the event of a crisis that requires students to be relocated individually to parents/guardians, a School 

Messenger will be sent with specific instructions for reunification.  School administrators will implement 

the following procedure: 

Pingree Principal will determine possible Holding Area for students: 

• Gym, Library 

• Classroom 

 

 

Reunification Process 

• Command Center will be established based upon actual area upon arrival to the Pingree Primary. 

• Tables, if available, or clipboards will be set up in the parent/child reunification area 

• Entrance and exits will be well labeled and controlled by staff 

• Student lists will be sorted by alpha.  Listings will be grouped into workable numbers so that each 

table or focus area will get similar traffic.   

• Student emergency contact forms will be accessible at each area.  

• Once the parent/contact shows his/her ID and is verified as a contact, the runner will take the 

contact form to the student holding areas.   

• When the runner arrives at the student holding area, the responsible person, will mark off the 

student on the attendance form as being released.   

• The runner and students will then return to the parent waiting area for reunification.  The parent 

or contact must sign the release form and show identification before the student is released.   

 

 

 



 
    

 

Strong Schools               Strong Community 

 

 

 



 

11/17/2020 

WEYMOUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS      
North Library Remote Learning Center 

220 North St. Weymouth MA 02191        
                                                                                                                
   Crisis Management 

Compressor Station Emergency Response for Remote Learning Center 
at The North Library 

2020-2021 

Primary evacuation site:   
Abigail Adams School 

89 Middle Street 
Weymouth, MA 02189 

 
Compressor Station Emergency Response Procedures: 
Response will depend on the warning level issued from the Town to the Superintendent's 
Office. 
 

● Level 1 - The Station operates at Level 1 - no action needed 
● Level 2 - Alert to Superintendent’s Office - no action required at building, transportation to 

notify drivers in case of movement to Level 3 
● Level 3 - Alert to Superintendent’s Office 

○ Shelter in Place and prepare to evacuate 
○ Activate evacuation upon notification from Superintendent’s Office 

● Level 4 - Evacuation is immediate  
 
Evacuation Procedure: 

1. When the principal/administrator receives information that evacuation is necessary due 
to the Compressor Station emergency, Remote Learning North Library students and 
staff will evacuate to the Adams Middle School.  Staff will prepare students for 
evacuation. Staff will bring evacuation materials, prepare students, and proceed to 
assigned doors. 

2. Office/Health staff pack necessary supplies to prepare for evacuation. 
3. Buses and vans will enter the driveway from North Street Road and station outside the 

Side Exit door. 
4. Notifications in multiple languages(Portuguese, Arabic & Spanish)  will be put on The 

North Library  main doors to alert families to reunite at Adams Middle School.  
5. All students and staff will exit through assigned doors (main exit, side exit). 

● Grades 6-8: Exit through the side exit ,then proceed to the bus 
● Grades 9-12: Exit through the front entrance, then proceed to the bus 

6. Staff  will ensure students stay in orderly lines as teachers assist their classes on to 
vehicles.  Staff  will count students prior to boarding and once seated. 
 



 

11/17/2020 

WEYMOUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS      
North Library Remote Learning Center 

220 North St. Weymouth MA 02191        
                                                                                                                
   

7. Vehicles will transport students and staff to_____________. 
8. Staff will take attendance before reunification begins. 
9. Staff will keep children calm and quiet.   
10. Once attendance has been taken by all staff will join the crisis team to become a 

reunification runner.  
11. When the runner comes to get a student, the staff will verify the documentation with 

the runner before releasing the student and mark off the students on the attendance 
sheet as reunified. 

12. The runner and student will return to the reunification area where the parent or listed 
contact must provide identification and sign the contact sheet.  The student is then 
released.  Students will only be released to authorized adults on their emergency card - 
with valid identification 

 
Parent/Child Reunification Procedure for Adams School 

 
In the event of a crisis that requires students to be relocated individually to parents/guardians, 
a School Messenger will be sent with specific instructions for reunification.  School 
administrators will implement the following procedure: 

Adams Middle School and North Library Administration will determine possible Holding Area 
for students: 

● Gym, Library 
● Classrooms 

 
 
Reunification Process 

● Command Center will be established based upon arrival to Adams. 
● Tables, if available, or clipboards will be set up in the reunification area 
● Entrance and exits will be well labeled and controlled by staff 
● Student lists will be sorted by alpha.  Listings will be grouped into workable numbers so 

that each table or focus area will get similar traffic.   
● Student emergency contact forms will be accessible at each area.  
● Once the parent/guardian/contact shows his/her ID and is verified as a contact, the 

runner will take the contact form to the student holding areas.   
● When the runner arrives at the student holding area, the responsible person will mark 

off the student on the attendance form as being released.   
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● The runner and students will then return to the parent/guardian waiting area for 
reunification.  The parent/guardian or contact must sign the release form before the 
student is released.  Students will not be released to anyone that is not on the 
emergency form with proper identification. 


