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1.

The mission of Jesus Christ to the world was both
unique and divine. It was unique in that he set up in the ‘
world a spiritual kingdom; divine, in that He was God-sent ané
his kingdom was established by the impartation of His divine ;
life. Like the river in Bzektel's vision of holy watlers (Ezek.?
47), this stream of divine life has increased in volume and
beneficent results from age to age: In #ts fundamental essenti;ls
the christian 1life of all ages id the same, But while the 1,:1.;6-:l
principle is ever unchanged, its manifestdtions are varied,
Intellectual habits and social customs Bo reéact and interact i
upon the religious lgfe, that each. distinct period of history:
presents new religlous phenomens., i

The Christian life of the Apostolic Era 1s especiallyg
interesting, because here is the fountain head of this divine!
stream, Here its waters can be seen frec from the poliution
gathereéd from succedin, ages, and their real character the

more readily determined,
There are two extreme viewsof the religious life of |

the Apostolic Age. The first 1s that the early Chris¥ian 1if4g

differed 1little from the réligious life of  the Jews, of ‘which
the Christians were merely a reformatory sect, or from that oﬂ

the Heathen with which system Gentile Christianity closely
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affiliated.

[
]
The second view is that the first century of the |
Christian Era presented the ideal Christian life, the true i
type for the Church of succeeding ages, j
An historicael study of the Christian life of the Aposj
tolic period shows both views to be wholly unfounded, I
The sources for such an historical investigation are |
mainly the Acts of the Apostles and the New Testament Epistle#r
Before procecding further i1t will be ﬁeqessary'for'us,%o
determine the limitations of the term Christian life. It has |
such wide latitude of meaning that, unless the sense in whichi
it is used in this discussion Pe fixed upon, no 1ittle con-~ \

|
|

By the Christian life I mean not the liturgic develop

i
ment on the one hand, nor the transpo%iing effects of Christigh-

fusion will result.

ity on the other hand. Both are merely phases of the manifestay
tion of the life, but not the 1life itself.

I shall treat the subject under the two categories,--
/

Subjective Reality and Objective Manifestations. Under these |
-

two categoties may be included all the phenomecna necessary :

|

for a treatment sufficiently exhaustive to enabple us to deter-
L
mine the real character of the Apostolic Christian life. |




I: SUBJECTIVE REALITY.

The histor r of christianitv in all periods centers in |
its divine Head, Jesus Christ. Vithdut the life of a divine ﬁ
human Being such as 1s portrayed by the evangelists in the .
Gospels, the Christian life of the first ¢entury is wholly ini
expliceble. A divine-hunan life, the embodiment of the high |
ideal which Jesus Christ presented, and as such the exemplar
of the new Humanity, is the necessary postulate of" Apostolic
Christianity.

Y. Jesus Christ imparted to each one of hggAfollowers‘

a_new life-force or principle. He revealed the divine ideal

life which had hitherto beEn almost entirely veiled to the
«eathen, and th the Jew partly obsecured, and then gave power |
for its attaimment. The ideal of 1life held up by tnose &alile%
peasants immeasurably transcends that of the noblest philosp-i
phers of Greece., The early Christians always confess that tne
sower to live this nigher life is not their own, but is given%
taea by Christ. "Tﬁat 1life wnich I auw live i1 tae flesh, I
(Gal.2 / R0). ,
live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God," wes thej
confession of all, They ungualifiedly accepted the stétement i
their ilaster, "Apart from Me ye can do nothing." (Jno.15/5).|
Their joyful boast was, "7 can do all things through Christ

who stren-theneth me." (Phil.4/13). Sco also 3om, 6,11 ;1ICor. 5517,

T,
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Phil, 1/21. W
\
2. I'ne next element in ‘this subjective reality is an

inexpressible love for end devotion to Jesus Christ. The asso-

der expression of loving, devotion, very's anointing the savioy

]

!
ciation of Jesus with His discisles abounds in beautiful and thn-

|

for His buriel, (Jolm 12/1--9), Peter's avowal of faithfulnesd
even unto death (dJno. 13/37), faul's declarsation, "I count

¢1? things but loss for the cxcellency of the knowledge of

|

l
Christ Jesus ny Lord," (Phil, 3/3), are in no way exceptional
put only illustrate the peculier' love which slowed in the I
i

heart of every belicver in Christ, (3ce elso I Johm 4/19;

II Cor. B5/14; I Peter 1/8; Jno., 21/15ff; acts 5/41--42).

|
3. The Spirit of rraternity. L
!
No element of this heaven-porn life was more distinctly
new than the brotherly love which all the early Christians ha

!
for one another, Christ found the world without lcve. docietyb

a fraternal tie stronger than any socilal or natural ties, "Sed

/ ;
how those Christians love.!" was the astonished exclamation of §

Jews cnd Gentiles. Theywerc teught to love one another even af
Ohrist had loved them {John 13,54}, and that "love is the

fulfilling of the law." The love of one another was regarded



as the test of the presence of the new life (I Jno. 3/14;

2/10; 1 Peter 1/22).

4. Enthusiasm for the Truth of Jesus Christ.

The early disciples were possedsed not only with a

burning love for their .laster, buf with a consuming zeal to

spread the truth of Christianity to others. They were willing )

be all things to all men that they might lead them to Chitist
(I Cor. 9/22). Not merely the Apostles and those commissionedﬂ
)

as teachers, but all the early Christians Wwere pager to spreaﬁ

ji

the truth of Christe. The missionary enthusiasmi

of the early Church has truly been the wonder of the Christi

centunies. When there was yct no organization, it was far ‘mor §
? i

efTicient as a propaganda of religious truth than ecclesiasti?al

ambitlion or Mhohammedan fanatilcisnm,

1), The enthusizsm of the early Christians for the

Gospel did not grow out of mere intellectual appreciation ,of

the truth of Christianity. They were not men of such mental

grasp or discipline as to appreciate Chrigtisnity in its

intellectual aspects. They were mostly men from the lower
/

wvalks in 1ife and not scholars. Paul was perhaps the only

man in the Apostolic Age who was capable of @ profound‘apprec‘a—

tion of Ghristianity as a system of truth, and yet here is

a devotion to the Gospel displayed which is more than the

e e e . e e T e s T T T
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6. j
enthusiasm of the scholarf é
2) Their enthusiasm for' the spread of the Gospel grew ﬂ
out of the consciousness of what {the Gospel hdd done for‘them.}
It was a zeal born of experience, With the joy of forgiveness?
fiIling heart and mind they flew to tell others of their Savioﬁr.
These four elementis--a new liferforce, a loving devo- j
tion to Jesus Christ, a spirit of universal fraternity, and .
an enthusiasm for the truth, may be regarded as forming the
subjective reality of the early Christian life, cach element ¢

of which has its own subjective forms of manifestation. J

The out-working.of Bhis new life, ot its external

II. Objective sanifestations.

i
monifestations we will now consider, i
!

Every subjective reality in human cxperience has a
corresponding outward expeession, S0 religion. touches not onl

the fountain-heads of Cheracter, hut the main-springs of con-

i

|

duct. !
1. The objective menifestations of this new life-prin

ciple. If we really have dn the early Church the 11%? of |
God incafnated we should naturally expect some characteristic

menifestation of that life. This indeed dppears in the Apostolic

Age, the distinguishing characteristic of which is the prepon

—_— ==
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derance of' the super-natural oyer the Human. The Apostolic Er%
was distinctly super-naturalistic; as will eppéar from the

further elaboration..

1) Under thedr worship , £) Their guper:natural giftsa
]

Worship. ‘

christians. The service consisfed of prayer, pralsey effuéionf
of song, reading of the Scriptures, fellowship, and the break
i

ing of bread. The whole service was characterized by the greaﬁ

est simplicity, spontanelty and joyfulness, So prominent

were these elements that they may be said to constituté the

distinguishing peculiarity of the Christian worship.
a) The simplicity of their worship.
Thé religious life of Velievers as It appegred, in
their domestic social gatherings consisted of four eséential
I elements., {Acts 2/42). 1. The didaché ton apostolon,--the

I' teaching of the Apostles. This was not a discourse before

e e e e e ey,



i unbelievers, as Peter's sermon on the day ¢f Pentecost, but !
i

teachlng'addressed to believers only. Hothing As said as 10 the

character of this teaching, and the term used gives no hint ﬁ
| as to its nature. In I Cor, 12/8, logos sophias end logos ”

gnoseos are mentioned as spiritual gifts, while in 14/6 didachf~
ﬁland gnosis are plainly related. It is, %hereforei'reason*j
? eble to suppose that these two gifts were included in the |

; Apostolic teaching. It ds diffieult, howevery ‘to distinguish;

; between them. The Wword of wisdom . may be said to be the diviﬁei
; philosophy of the world, including God's plan and purpose in |
creation and redemption, so far as He has revéaled Himself .

This philosophy was not merely theodretical, but eminently
practical, for its ultimate object was the régulation of humank

1ife. So far as the New Testament use of the term allows us

to determine, the word of wisdom consisted in the expositiqn:
of the Holy Scriptures and the determination of their hidden Q-anJ
ing by means of rational thought, guided by the Holy Spirit.

The word of knowledge according to Weizsacher's ;ntegv

pretation, "consisted in intuition" as contrasted with/rationﬁf

while the other was "an illumination by the Spirit of God"

in virtue of man's possessing that Spirit. (I Cor. 2/9--16;

= oo ESSEoemmemiTEy I S e

]
thought. The one was & conscious thinking of God's thoughts, 1
il
|
|
|l
i
I
|



9.

of all spiritual knowledge. Through this gnosis the soul

i

(

|

’ IT Cor, 10/5; 11/6). This inngr consciousness was the basis
1 came to a knowledge of God and his thoughis, and the nature
|

' of Jesus Christ. (II Con. 2/14; 4/6). This last elcment

f qualified every believer for some form of teaching; for althdhgh

all did not possess the word of wisdom, &all did possess the

naturally fell to the apostles {Acts 6/4), was not restrictedJ 0

f word of knowledge. Consequently the work of teaching, which i
l

them, but any was permitted to teach. (Acts 13/1; Col. 3/16;
| 11 1im. 2/2; Heb. 5/12). "

I The 01ld Testament wds regarded in the Apostolic Age

It as the Holy Scriptures (Rom,1/2), énd was read in all the scr
% vices. While the Gospels were not yet committed to writing,

W the facts of the gospel story were repeated till they were

:ﬁ familiar to all. In the later Apostolic Age, the Epistles weri

lE circulated and read, (I Thess. 5/27; Col, 4/16); but at first}

16/%, cf. II Cor. 7/8; 10/9-<11}.

has been variously interpreted. Lechler understands by i1t

"an inner mommunity of spirit and faith," Jordsworth , "visibf

it

/ 3
E 2. The koinonia,--brotherly fellowship. This fellev
i -
]
i




10.

{ i
commmion with the Apostles." Meyepn, "mutua} brotherly associb-

1 tion." ’ w‘

!
k o A
' Whatever the form might hage heen, the éssential eleme1

# in this part of the service was the expression ofithat singere
and fervent love for one anothet which chniat had impanted to

k1 4 : }

them. (I Peter 1/22), Coy s |

3. The klasis tou artou, the breaking of bread, This

was neither an ascetic mode of living, nor was it the formal

! celebration of the Lord's -Supper, It was a fellowshilp meal wiﬁj,
¥ & k

$he Tord, a"joyful thanksgiving service for food.™ The meal |
¢ :i

was provided in common, eaten together, and at the close, the §
’ g

bread and wine were used in a sacramental sénse., Its signifigﬁlce

£

was due to two facts: 1) It was in imitation of the habit of
| Jesus in breaking bread with his discipless RB) It was also

L 5
i an expression of their love and sympathy for. one another. |
|

|

The bread and wine were not regarded &s a sacrifice
‘ !

; in any sense, for Christ their' Passover was sherificed once fé
ﬁ all, The ‘early Christians knew no sacrifice but self~surrende%,
(Rom:.lz/l, cf. Phil, 2/15,17), ndé gifts except those @romptef

|
i

by loves (Phil. 4/18),
4, The proscuchal were mere prayeps in common, probab}y

|
mingled with praise. (Acts 1/14, 24; 4/24, cf. Jas. 1/5; Luke|24/53)

|
H T T e e T e



1l.

7e have no trace of the use of the Lord's prayer exccpt in the

first and third gospels. "There can be no doub?", as Bingham'

says, "that prayerg and hymns immediately dictated by the Spinlt
formed a part of the ordinary service." (Antiq. XIII, 5/1).

The Psalm was not one from the 0ld Lestament but sometimes

o]

original one recited by the speaker;ggain, 1t was a traditi
one. The songs of Mary, Zacharias, and Simeon belong to the
Avostolic Age in character.

In the memorable letter of Pliny, theé younger, to

"offirmed that it was thelr custom to meet on a stated day

before sunrise, and sing & hympn to Christ as to 2 god; that
they further hound themselves by an oath never to commit any ?
crimey but to abstain from robbery, théft, adultery, never to.
break their word, nor to deny a trust, after which they wouldf
separate and then reassemble for the purpose of eating in 1
common & harmless meal." According to the testimony of Justin
Martyr, the most prominent parts of theilr worship wers the ?

reading of the Scriptures, the discourse of the presiaent,

the prayers and thanksgivings, the sacramental bread and wing

end the free-will offering for the poor. ﬂ

—_— ]

@!!




12,

b} The spontaneity of their worship.

In worship every meéember had his part and participated |

freecly for mutual spiritual benefit, Almost every feature of ﬁ e

gervice was voluntary. This spontaneous and pcculiar form of

worship had ites basis in the superqatural gifts imparted by t:f

Spirit. (ICor, 12,4--11, 27--30; Rom., 12/6,7).
ted intercourse", as Veigsacher aptly says, would have been

inconceivable without & epiritucl life wholly cxtraordinary.”

{(Vvol. 1I. 257).

¢) Joyfulness,

"Such unresti

The key-note of their worship, as

well as of all other manifestations of the new life was a
a«rou.‘n.d.-

holy joy. In the midst of sqgualor and wretchedness all them ay

the fierceness of opposition, thelr exuberant joy is all the

L
. -

more noteworthy. Perhaps theé largest element of their religioy

experieace as it manifests itéelf in worship and conduct is

a holy joy, which grows out ¢f a consciousness of redeaption

by the sacrificed and risen Christ, (Acts 2/11; 4/8l; 2/4%;

3/8; 2/46; I Thess., 2/14; 1/6), Jesus Christ, as the revealer

of God and their Saviour, was the suprcme source of joy. (Aom
It is especially noteworthy that the Christians did

not ebandon the temple services. The regular temple services

were observed with faithfulnes#by the Jewigh Christians,

f

5/1ff)



}
!
i
.
|
|
to be @ necessary part of their rellgiocus service, (Luke 24/53g

especially in the early part of this éra, They believed this

Acts 2/46; 3/1,11, cf., 20--25; 22/17; 21/27,30). In this respe}t
the disciples simply followed the example of Jesus (iatt. 4/2 i
9/35; 13/54). The synagogle ‘service was observed w;th equal
faithfulness. "This was", as Nitzsch observes, "a temple ser- |
vice transformed into prayer." (Acts 15, 21; 16/18; 21/20). ;
From the Acts the Christians appcar; L. As a praying band (1/[),
o. As separating themselves from the rest of the Jews, becéusT
they were a false generation. With the exception of these two
particulars, they remained loyal Jews (Acts 8/2; 10/14; 21/23f).
The formation of a new svétem:éf worship was the fart %st
thing from the thought of the early Christiang. Their meetlno"
were held simply for the'mutual expreisionz confirmation, |
and exposition of their faith in Chrigt," But aé their Christian
consciousness developed; and the oppogition from the unbelieving

Jews became more bitter, and finally the center of Jewish

worship wag, destroyed, the new life at last developed a dis-

tindtively Christian worship. /.
. , | |

Without entering into the discussion of the separatioﬁ

from the Jewish Church, suffice it here to say, 1. In the verjy

1

1
nature of the case the split could not have been 1mmed1ate, ;
&, Weizsacker.) }
&

i




PSS Sl

14,

|
I
2, The plan followed was in harmony with the growth of the |
|
|
|

kingdom, As Lechler observes, "while thus shut up in the bosom;
|
]

of the old theocracy, there were growing up those divine virtugs,

brotherly fellowship and Christ-like spirit which were to be

the distinguishing characteristics of the new 1ife." (pg. B1).
i

The Gentile Christians had a2 religlous development pe-}
culiar to themselves, because they were driven out of the syn-

agogues, Hence their worship was comparatively freec from Jewisv

taint. In the Gentile communities Peaul did two kinds of work,-l

i
general preaching (as the sermon on Mars' Hill, Acts 17), and j
teaching from house to house., The latter was restricted to be L
ers only. (Acts 20/20), There are traces of the use of the
Jewish Scriptures, inasmuch as familiarity with the same is
implied in the Epistles. (I Cor. 9/9; 10/1; II Cor. 3/7; Rom.f

30, in summarizing,the worship of the Christian Jews
in Palestine may be said to be not entirely Jewish, ncither

was the Gentile worship entirely frec from Old Testament ele-;

¢

]

ments. While not entirely destitute of Xiturgical forms, it

was characterized by simplicity, spontaneity and joyfuilness, {

E
|
|
|
This peculiar forimn of worship arose as the result of the H
1

I
peculiar nature of the new life, It was as Harnack says, "Théﬁ

F

product of the impulse of the Spirit, and the embryo of L
|

H
il
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|_flection was

ecclisiastical service."

2). The second form of the objective manifestation of

the new life-force was the Charismatae,the supernatural gifts.

ted out, is evidenced the supernaturalistic character of the
Apostolic Christian life. Thesg gifts were, wisdom, knowledge,|
faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits,

tongues, interpretation !of -tongues, teaching, ministry, gov-

ermmerit, love. The object of these gifss was spiritual profit;

(I Cor. 12/7). I'veryone was .not endowed with all the gifts,

nor were they pestowed wibhout regard bo natural ability. '
The natural ability and personal adaptations of each scem to 1
have been the grand work of the peculiar gifts bestowed. Whil%
we are taught that one and the self-same Spiritwrouéht in %hj
believers all thesc spiritual gifts, (I Cor, 12/11),full I
justice is done to the language of Sc;ipﬁure by concluding that
the Spirit so elevated and vitalized the special natural gifti
of each believer that he was not only fitted for his peculiar{
/

work, whether teaching, healing, or government, but was able

to do work which he otherwise ¢ould not perform.

The teaching was didactic instruétion in which re- '

nredominant.




ﬂ

16,
Prophecy was hortatory appeal, predominantly emotiona,;
and not the foretelling of future events. It was not the pre-

rogative of the Jew, but all were exhorted by Paul to use thig

gift, (I Cor. 14/1,39).

The discerner was a monitor Who-ﬁetermined what was {
erroneous in the teaching 'and prophecy, clearly showing that §
i

these two classes of workers were not infallible. ;
|
!
!

A mere statement of the nature of the cherismate just

nemed must suffice. We will now pass on to the cansideration]

of that speciaJ charisma, the glossolalia, in which especially
1
the supeérnaturalistic element appears. The Wew Testament abougds

in references to this gift. (3ee Acts 2; I Cor, 12 and 14).
As to what was the exact character of this phenomenon:
scholars differ widely. Fisher calls it “an ecstatlc out-
burst of prayer and praise, dinarticulate.," But if Luke refersf
to the same kind of phenomenon mentioned by Paul in I Cor. 1 él4,
that interpretation is not in harmony with Acts 2/8. Neander 1
holds that it was not a foreign language, but the language
of the tongues of the Spirit. This viliew makes the jeeiing mob

participants in the miracle in that they were able to under- ﬂ

stand the new language. This view is therefore untenable.

Weissécher, that the miracle on the Day of Pentecost




17.
consisted in speaking foreign languages, but the phenomenon

described in I Cor., 12 and 14 is entirely distinct, That isy

{"a new language was created by the new faith,"-- one which woulf

be suitable for intercourse with God. While the phenomena de- 1

|
1

gseribed in Acts and in I Cor. may not be identical, is it at
all probable that there were two distinct forms of this one
gift? Besides, the Acts describe the speaking with tongues as

if it were ldentical with the phenomenon known to Paul. !

|
\
i
i
\
I
I
\
I
|
!
\
I

Pressense cléims that in the first era of the Apostolil

\

Age, foreign languages were spoken, but as ‘the supernatural :
|

was gradually supplanted by the human, the tongues of Paul's

time (I Cor, 12 and 14}, had become senselcss jargon, That

the power to speak forelgn languages belonged 10 the charism %

mentioned in Acts 2nd Ch. can not be doubted. And that the

{
i

phenomena described by Luke in Acts and by Paul in I Cor. aref
identical seems equally clear. But that this gift has degener#—
ted into senseless jargon, as Pressemse holds, or is "a new %
language, created by the new faith," "the product of spiritu:
excitement,” as Wei?sécker.claims, is a purely sratuitous as-%
SUmption; Mothing Sgé Paul's reference to the glossolélia in E
I Cor. would indicate that the gift exercised in Corinth was |

a degenerate one in contrast to a purc Jift once imparted. ;



18. i
i
He speaks of it as having been imparted by the Spirit (I Cor.

12/ 4,6,7,cf.v,10). He even comménds this gift,--"I would thaﬁ

ye all spake with tongues,™ (I Cor. 14/5). §

The more natural interpretation, as it seems to mé, )

and ome which harmonizes with the accounts in Atts end in I Cgp.,
i
is that in both cases the gift consisted in the ability to ﬁ

speak strange languages, ahd that in the case of the Corlnthl'*s,
the glossolalia werc not spurious, but over- -estimated and abu‘ed
consequently it led to -excesses in tha&t Church, was not edifying,

and therefore had to be restrained. T

These extraordinary charisms constitute the splendor
of the Apostolic Age." They are but the outward expression of!the

mighty impulsé which gave to the Church its all-conguering
strength, While thé "forms of all these gifts were transitoryE

and belonged only to the period of intuition," The new life

ever unfolding itself in ever-varyihg phenomena.

2. The secorid elemént in this new life, loving devotifin

|
i
|
of those born in the 3pirit is forever the same, and yet for—j
E
to Jesus Christ, manifests itself in the changed conduct of %
/ I

believers. 'lo miracle of Christianity 1s more astonishing i
3y

i
then that of an unholy life suddenly transformed into & holy j

1life. This appears all the more wonderful when we consider

the utter moral rottenness O of the society from whlch the



Christians c¢ame and of which they were & part. Men whose 11ﬂes
had been actuated Py beastly passion, and familiarized with all
the degrading vices born of greed, suddenly held up Jesus Chrl
a8 the holy ideal of conduct, and patterned their 1ife, both
in act and spirit after Him. (Acts 19/19; II Cor. 5/17; 7/1;
I Cor, 6/10,11, cf. Col, 3/7; bph. 4/28). They refrained from E

all immoral occupations and from cruel and licentious amusemengs.

‘
J
|
\
|
(Acts 19/19), Their attitude toward civil rulers was unquestlo-—
ably orie of respectiul obedience, (Titus 3/1 ff; IZ Pet, 3/10)l
They were not taken out of their regular csllings, but made 1
more faithful in them. A holy man at a holy task is Ohnistianfﬁ
ity's ideal of society. (I Cor. 7/20,24; I Thess. 4/11; II The?s.
3/10 f.). " ,“
We must not suppose, however; that the moral conduct -;
' the early Christians was ideal. The record was soon stained b j
the unfaithfulness of Peter, the hot disputes of Paul and i
i
Barnabas, the schisms at Corinth, and the crime of Ananias ;
and Saphira. The addresses to the sevenei churches in Asia, |
Tound in Rev., give a picture of the religious Life toward the |
close of .the first century, All these churches except Smyrna &
Philadelphia were almost bitterly arraigned for some form of }

sin, (See also. I Cor, 1/ 10; B/1 ff.; 6/1; 11,17 £f., 20 fT; |

6/1 f.). (‘171 cf. Acts 5/29 4/ 20).

5
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20.

But while these imperfections appeared to some extent in all

|
i the coomunities, their 1ife in ideal wag holy, and earnest in ﬁ
i I Ii
I godly strivings. The ¢ontrolling motive was to imitate Jesus |
: i

| christ, the supreme desire was to be like Him in thought, wordj

i |
and deed: (I Cor. 11/1; Eph, 5/1; Phil. 2/6; Thess. 1/6). i

i
Ii
H
i

The imperfect conduct is to be attriputed, not to a wiliul

purpose to sin, nor th thé’insufficiency of the saving power |

of the Gospel; but as all tne pistles indicate, to fgnoranée'i
of the rigﬁ%, to & low gtandard of conduct. While the Gospel
Avpresented a new ideal, the old standard could not be displacedﬁ
at once. . E
One of the most powerIul factors in giving theé early I

Cnurch its peculiar character, was the almost universal belie

in the immediate second coming of Christ. Their simplicity of |

confident expectation of the Lord's early return. This gave

|
|
1
life and peculilar earnestness were largely inspired by the &
them a spirit of other-worldliness which manifested itself in

all their conduct. They regarded themselves as sojourners

here, having their real citizenship in heaven. I Pet. 2/11;

Heb. 11/16}, This belief in the lmmediate return of Christ wa{

shared by nearly all the Apostles, (I Cor. 4/6; 1/7,f.; 7/29,3L;

10/11; Phil, 3/20; 4/5; I Tim. 6/4; Heb: 16/25,37; I Thess, lﬂro;

3/13; II Thess. 1/7; I Pet. 4/7; 1I Bet, 3/3,10,ff; Jude 17,

- amam — e ey
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¥ Jas, 5/3,8; 1 Jno. 2/18), With this Jillennial dream filling

a1. |
|
il

| 1ind and heart it is not strange that their attention was absofbed

by the heavenly life, while the earthly lifemts regarded with
]

comparative indiffercnce., rfheir new life was not only heaven-
born and heaven-sustained, but ucaven was its eVer*yearned-for'
Zoal, These facts largely determine its peculiar character.

3. The spirit of universal fraternity found outward
expression, 1. In charities, 2. In t. chanze of social customg.

The earls Christians rezarded themselves as bretiwren o
one fanily. Theys greeted one anuvtier witi a holy kiss, As
ollusios t. the fraternal fecliag existing between the Chris-

tign believers see 3om. 12/10; 3om. 16/5,7; 14/10; I Cor. &/6
’,

16/20; II Cor. 13/12; kph. 6/5--9; Phil. 1/14; I Pet. 2/17; ;

!

I Pet. 5/14; I Thess, 6/26% Their close fraternity is indicated,
: )

1. By the love-feast and weekly sacradent, 2, By tuelr ¢ uimaon |

A

treasury. (Acts 2/44,45).

This was not, however, a monkish fraternity requiring{
ti1e glving up of propertv, mor was the community of goods abs##

lute and universal for a while and ther the usual social crde{

/ i
restored. The gifts were purely voluantary. (II Cor 9/7). !

The common tressury did not i.ply the giving up of all claimsi

i

to privete property as ncts 2/44,45; 4,54--37 might secm tc

i
i
i
it
ft
fit
|
[
it
Hl



indicate. .ight of control was still excrcised as is evident from

acts 5/4., »ull justice is done to each scriptural reference

|
to their communit, of gocds, when we irfer that tne property E
of the people was so consecrated to the common good, thet fheé
needs of all werec supplied as in a family. The charity of the;
carly Christians formed as much a2 part of thelr worship as

the rfucharist. (Acts 11/29). Justin .artyr gives a beautiful 1
picture of their brotherliness; "We who valued above all things

the acquisition of wealth and possessions, now bring what we
i‘.

|

j

modes of taking food, would not associate with men of a diffefient
]

9
]

have into a common stock, end on account of their different

tribe, now, since the appearing of Christ, we have become
fellow~eaters and pray for our enemies.,” This charity appears;the
more remarkable when we remember that it was not local, ﬁuﬁ ;

extended to all believers in need. Collections were teken forithe

needy of other lands. (Gal. 2/16; II Cor. 9/12--15; ..om. 15/ §

i
05--27,. This virtue will appear only in its truc light when i

. i
we remenber, as Boeckle says, trnat'charity was unknown to '
i

the ancient world." There were of course individusl i?stances

of benevolence, but wmany of these were selfish in motive.

The famous Corn Laws of .ome were of a purely political charg

ter, In the ancient guilds there was not even an épproach
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to real cherity. There was no systematic peneficence. The charfity

of the heathen world was bothtexcéptional end sectional; Chris

tien charity was universal., But the remarkable fact is not t'-;
charity was exercised in the Christian community, but as Ulhor
says, "that a communion existed whose vocation was to egercise%
compassion, " i
2, The strength of this fraternal bond is seen again, :
in breaking down all barriers, whether of race, national, socifal
or religious prejudices, whichfhéa separated nen,and bringing ¢
them into one holy fraternity. In Christ Jesus.there "was no :
Jew nor Gentile, no bond nor free, no male nor female," (Gal. ;
3/28; iph. 4/3). The institution of élavery'was not directly |
attacked, but a new love was putl into the hearts of slave- |
holders which made final and compléte overthrow of slavery
inevitable, (&ph.6/%; Col. 4/1; I Cor. 7,/22; Philemon; Acts 1 13).
The strength of this tie apain sppears in the emancipf~
tion and elevation of meman, I Pet:s 3/7). Libanius dn seeing 1

I
the mother of Chrysostom exclaimed, "What women the Christlang

have!" Jot only was there no distinetion of sex ih thg redemp?ion

of Christ, but both male and female "stood on the same level

in matters peritaining to the highest religious privileges."

Both men and women spoke with tongues and prophesied.



(Acts 2/17, cf. 21/9; I Cor. 12/14; I Cor, 11/5; 14/23,24).

I
|
|
l
|
i
|
]
From these scriptures 1t is evident that "the Holy Spirit did
not discriminate against women, either as to the offices they
should occupy, or the sphere in which they should exercise |
:: 1 -
| their gifts." Undoubted official recognition was given to i
I women in the cerly Church; undoubted resiriction was also |
|
pladed upon her activity, but this was due, so far as the '
|
|

Seriptures intimate, not to prejudice in faul's mind against

N
the femsle sex, neither to a misapprehension of the divine ecir-
omy, nor to the fact thet such activity on the part of women

|

was wrong per se, but it was due solely to local and temporeal |

i

I

|

|

|

conditions. !
4, The fourth elemgnt in their subjective Christian \

|

life manifested itself, 1. In heroic efforts to spread the tr”th,

2. In the spirit in which 'thgy bore persecutions,.

The heroism of the first Christians in spreading the
|
i

truth, Is seen in 'theé general and incessant missionaryactivLy

E of bellevers. They became homeless and comfortless wanderers,

is.

gladly enduring every hardship for Chpist's sake end the Gospg

i
The missionary efforts of the first century present the sublii

I

. |

est spectacle of heroism ever witnessed, |
i

But again, this enthusiesm for the truth menifested

(1. Rishell's gfficial Recognition of Woman |

& 25
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itself in the spirit in which they bore hardships and suffereﬂ
persecution. They "rejoiced that they were counted worthy to%

!
suffer shame for His name." (Acts 5/41; II Cor. 11/24--27, cf §

12/10)., Paul, facing imprisonment and death, exclalmed, "Nonej

of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto

ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus." (Acts 20/2[ ,IT.,
See also Acts 21/13; II Cor. 4/8 If, V. 17; acts 5/ 50). %

To sum up: The Christian 1life of the Apostolic Age %
was a divine reality, centering in and proceeding from the 3
divine-human Christ as its Bource, and lssuing in four subjeci

tivities with as many objective manifestations: A supernaturil

life exprossing itself in a peculiar worship and in extraordi‘
nary sgpernatUral gifts; a love for Jesus Christ which made l
| Him fhe holy Ideal in conduct, and imparted to the believer ﬁ
an earnest purpose to be holy in life; a brotherly feeling %

|

family, each responsive to the other 's needs; and an enthusiéﬂm

which broke down all distinctions and made all men of one

for the truth of Christ which sent His followers over, all segs,
into all lands, suffering cvery hardship patiently, even rejJFc-

ing in death, glorying only in the "cross of Jesus Christ."

i

|
|
i
: =|
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy and the j
1

P
|
|
The Christian life was preeminently supernaturalistig
|
r

i
!
i
t
t



in its source and in its expression, éarnest in purpose, rigidj
in discipline, and joyous in exXperience ard anticipation.

The second and third periods of the age marked the

dinapry less common.
To what is this chengé in the ratio of the divine and

hunan elements in the Churth to be attributed? To a Gecline 1}t

ticisk, the growth in true spirituality has far surpassed
these excrescences. lio age ever pregented such mighty faith
and vigorous life as the present.

To my mind the gradual supplanting of thé supernatura )
by the human element was due, not to & decliné in faith, but |
rather to the unfolding of God's prdvidential plan for His
Kingdom on earth, The predominantly supernatural Christian
life was God's plan for that age, but it certainly is,not the]
riormal Christian life for the succeeding centuries., The trﬁé?
sphere of the supernatural in life is not the coﬁplete‘overh )

shadowing of the human by the divine as in Apostolic times.



! The predominance of the divine over the human was wholly normaj

i for that age, because it was meeded by that age to lead it to

| faith in the divine-human Christ. But to this age it would be

i

2 abnormal, because the divine plan seems to be not the supplant;

| ing of the human by the divine, but the permeating of all huma?

W

In other words, it is the re-incarnation of Jesus Christ in th

this is the glorious ideal of redemption.

George R. Grose.

! relations end the contrdl of all human actlvities by the Divink.

individual and corporate life., The complete animation of the hjh~

man by the divine, such as characterized the divine-human Chriat,--



