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The mission of Jesus Qhrist to the world was both 

unique and divine* It was unique in that he set up in the 

world a spiritual kingdomj dlvinq, in that He was God-sent and 

his kingdom vzas established by the impartation of His divine 

life. Like the river in Ezekiel's vision of holy waters (Ezek.

47), this stream of divine life has increased in volume and 

beneficent results from age to age^ In its fwidamental essent 

the Christian life of all ages it the same. But while the Ilf 

principle is ever unchanged, its raanifestdtions are varied.

Intellectual habits and social customs bo react and interact 

upon the religious life, that each, distinct period of history 

presents new religious phenomena.,

The Christian life of the Apostolic Er-a is especially 

Interesting, because here is the fountain head of this divine 

stream. Here its waters can be seen free from the pollution 

gathered from succedin^ ages, and their real character the 

more readily determined.

There are two extreme views of the religious life of 

the Apostolic Age. The first is that the early Chrislfian 

differed little from the religious life of' the Jews, of'which 

the Christians were merely a reformatory sect, or from that oJ 

the Heathen with which system Gentile Christianity closely
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affiliated.

The second view is that the first century of the 

Christian Era presented the ideal Christian life, the true 

type for the Church of succeeding ages.

An historical study of the Christian life of the Apos­

tolic period shows both views to be wholly unfounded,

The sources for such an historical investigation are

mainly the Acts of the Apostles and the New Testament Epistles.

toBefore proceeding further it will be necessary* for’us

determine the limitations of the term Christian life. It has 

such wide latitude of meaning that-, unless the sense in which 

it is used in this discussion be fixed upon, ho little con

fusion will result.

By the Christian life I mean not the liturglc develop •

ment on the one hand, nor the transjpo:^ing effects of Christian­

ity on the other hand* Both are merely phases of the manifests - 

tion of the life, but not the life itself.

I shall treat the subject under the two categopiesj-- 
f

Subjective Reality and Objective W^ifestations. Under these 

two categoties may be included all the phenomena necessary 

for a treatment sufficiently exhaustive to enable us to deter 

mine the real character of the Apostolic Christian life.
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I* SUBJECTIVE REALITY>

The hiatop of chpistianit^^ in all peplods centers in 

its divine Head, Jesus Christ. Without the life of a divine­

human Being such as is portrayed by the evangelists in the 

Gospels, the Christian life of the first bentury is wholly in­

explicable. A divine-human life, the embodiment of the high 

ideal vzhlch Jesus Christ presented, and as such the exemplar 

of the nev; Humanity, is the necessary postulate of' Apostolic 

Christianity*

I. Jesus Christ imparted to each one oi his, follower^ 

a new life-force or principle. He revealed the divine ideal <f 

life ?/hich had hitherto been almost entirely veiled to the 

icathen, and th the Jew partly obscured, and then gave powor ' 

for its attainment. The ideal of life held up. by tnose u-alilej n 

peasants irmneasurably transcends that of the noblest philosp-i 

phers of Greece. The early Christians always confess that tne 

cower to live this Higher life is not their own, but is given 

tT.C'1 bv Clirist. ’’That life v^hich I noW li3?e i i tno flesh, I 
(Gal,2 / 20).

live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God,” was the 

cozofesslon of all^ They unqualifiedly accepted the statement f 

their Master, "Apart from Me ye can do nothing." (Jno.15/5). 

Their joyful boast v/as, "I can do all things through Christ 

who str engtheneth me. ” (Phil.4/13). Soo also Rom, 6/11; IlCor, 5. 17 ;



Phil. 1/21.

2. rhe next element in‘this subjective reality is an 

inexpressible love for and devotion to Christ. The as30-|

elation of Jesus with His disciple^ abounds in beautiful and t^
I 

der expression of lovln,!. devotion, i.lary’e anointinij the daviov|* 

for His burial, (Johjx 12/1--9), Peter's avoY/ai of faitliful.neoK

even unto death (Jno. 13/37), Paulas declarationj "I count 

cl'' things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 

Christ Jesus my Lord," (Phil. 5/3), are in no way exceptional, 

but only illustrate the peculiar' love vzhlch glowed in the
If 

heart of every believer in Christ. (See e.iso I John 4/19; |
h 

II Cor. 5/14; I Peter 1/8; Jno. 21/15ff; KCts 5/41—42).

3. The Spirit of Praternity. Ij

r
No element of this heaven-porn life was more distinct:jy 

nevz than the brotherly love which all the early Gliristlans hatj 

for one another. Chi'ist found the vzorld without Icve. Societyji! 

was egoistic and thoroughly selfish. ..len who had been coldly I 

selfish or indulging in bitter hate were now drav/n together bl 

a fraternal tie stronger tlian any social or natural ties. "SeJ 

hovz those Christians love.’" was the astonished exclamation of 

Jews and Gentiles. Theywerc taXigh't to love one another even a: 

Christ liad loved them (John 13/34),, and tliat "love is the 

fulfilling of the lavz." The love of one another was regarded
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as the test of the presence of the new .life (I Jno. 3/14;

2/10; i Peter 1/22).

4. SnthuslasTh for the Truth of Jesus Christ.

The early disciples were possessed not only with a

burning love for their Master-^ but; with a consuming zeal to 

spread the truth of Christianity to others. They were willing fco

he all things to all men that they might lead them to Chfist 

(I Cor. 9/22). Hot merely the Apostles and those commissioned I 

as teachers, but all the early Cliristians were eager to spread 

the truth of Christ, The missionary enthusiasm!

of the early Church has truly been the wonder of the Chri3tiaa| 

centuries. V/hen there was yet-no organization, it was far'morI 

efficient as a propaganda of religious truth tlian ecclesiastiaal 

aml^itlon or Mohammedan fanaticism..

U. The enthusiasm of the early Christiana for the

Gospel did not grow out of mere intellectual appreciation .of 

the truth of Christianity. They wore not men of such mental 

grasp or discixilihe as to appreciate Christianity in its 

intellectual aspects. They were mostly men from the lower 
/

walks in life and not scholars. Paul was perhaps the dnly

man in the Apostolic Age who was capable of a profound 'apprec ,a- 

tion of Christianity as a system of truth, xnd yet here is

& devotion to the Gospel displayed which is more than the



enthusiasm of the scholar.

2) Their enthusiasm for' the spread of the Gospel grew 

out of the consciousness of v^hat the Gospel hdd done for 'them. 

It was a zeal born of experience, With the joy of forgiveness 

filling heart and mind they flew to tell others of their Savio'

These four elements--a new life-force, a loving d.evo- ; 

tion to Jesus Christ, a spirit of universal fraternity, and 

an enthusiasm for the truth, may be regarded as forming the 

subjective reality of the early Christian life, each element 

of which has its own subjective foms of manifestation.

The out-working.of hhis, new life, or its external 

manifestations we will nov^ consider.

II. Ob;iective iianifestations, j

Every subjective reality in human experience has a j 

corresponding outward expression. So rellgipn, touches not onls 

the fountain-heads of Character, but the main-springs of con- I

duct.

1. The objective manifestations of this new life-prin­

ciple. If we really have iin the early Chvirch the life of 

God incarnated we should naturally expect some characteristic 

manifestation of that life. This indeed appears in the Aposto: : 

Age, the distinguishing characteristic of which is the prepon-



deranoe of the super-xiatm?al oyer the human. The Apostolic Bra 

v/as distinctly super-naturalistic; as will appear from the 

further elaboration..

The external results expressive of the nev/ life withir
V

are so raulti’’form as almost to baffle an attempt at complete 

classification. The most important, hev/ever, may be Included,-
**

1) Under- thodar worship . 2 J Their super-natur.aX ^iftsi,

J
Worship*

The first distinctly Christian worship was more of ‘th£ 

character, of family worshlr> than of a formal chureJh service* . 

The meeting was held in a private house, the home of one’ of tlje 

Christians. The service consisted of prayer, praise*, effusion!* »

of song, reading of the Scriptures, fellowship, and the break 
1

ing of bread. The whole service was characterised by the grea* 

est simplicity, spontaneity and joyfulness. So prominent 

were these elements that they may be said to constitute the 

distinguishing peculiarity of the Christian worship.

a) The simplicity of their worship.

The religious life of believers as it appeared/ in 

their domestic social gatherings consisted of four essential 

elements. {Acts S/42}. 1. The didachd ton apostolon,--•the

teaching of the Apostles. This was not a discourse before



unb el i eVers, as Peter's sermon 'on the- day Of Pentecost, but 

teaching addressed to iDelievers' only. Nothing ds said as to th'i 

character of this teaching, and: the term used ,gives no hint | 

as to its nature, in I Cor, 12/&, logos -sophiafe and logos 

gnoseos are mentioned as spiritual gifts, v/hile in 14/6 didach r 

and gnosis are plainly related. It is, therefore,^ reason-^ 

able to suppose that these t^o’ gifts were included in the 

Apostolic teaching. It -is difficult, however^, 'to distinguish; , 

between them- The word of wisdom , may be said .to be the divihe 

philosophy of the world, including God’s plan, and purpose in 

creation and redemption, so far as He /las revdaled Himself . 

This philosophy was not merely' thedretical, but eminently 

practical, ;^or its ultimate object was the regulation of human 

life. So far as the Mew Testament use pf the terra allows us 

of the Holy Scriptures and the determination of their hidden m^an 

ing by means of rational thought, guided by the Holy Spirit.

The word of toowledge according tq Weiesacher’s ihter

to determine, the word of .wisdom consisted in the ezpositiqh 

pretation, "consisted in intuition” as contrasted with/ration^^ 

thought. The one was a conscious thinking of God’s thoughts, 

while the other was "ah illumination by the Spirit of God" j

in virtue of map's possessing that Spirit* (I Gor. S/9--16; |
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II Cor. 10/5; 11/6). This inner consciousness was the "basis

of all spiritual knowledge.' Through this gnosis the soul 

came to a knowledge of God and his thoughts, and the nature 

of Jesus Christi (II Cor. S/14; 4/6). This last element 

qualified every believer for some form of teS'Ching; for alth' 

all did not possess the word of wisdom, all did possess the
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word of knowledff:e. Consequently the work of teaching, which 

naturally fell to the apostles (Acts 6/4), Was not restricted 

them, but any was permitted to teach. (Acts 13/1; Gol.^ 3/16; 

II- Tira. 2/2; Heb. 5/12).

The Old Testament was regarded in the Apostolic Age

as the Holy Scriptures (Rom.1/2), and .was read in all the sorn

not .yet committed to writing,Gospels werevices. ??hile the

were repeated till they weregospel storythe facts of the

Epistles werApostolic Age, thelaterfamiliar to all In the

Thess, 5/27; Col, 4/16); but at first

the high degree of divine inspiration ascribed to the Old Tes a-

ment Scriptures was probably not ascribed to them; (I Cor, 5/£|

This feller ship2. The koinonia,—brotherly fellowship.

16/3, cf. II Cor. 7/8; 10/9--11)

has been variously interpreted. LecHler understands by it

circulated and read, (I

"an inner community of spirit and faith." Wordsworth , "visible
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Whatever the forp might have been, thg essential eleme it

coramimion v/ith the Apostles." Meyer, "mutual brotherly associt-

•tion.”’

in this part of* the service was the expression of that sincone 

and fervent love for one anothef which Chr.ist had irapaRted to 

them. (1 Peter 1/2S). . /

3. The klasis tou artou, the breaking of bread. This/ IJ I ’

neither an ascetic mode of living,' ’Was it the formal

celebration of

pf the habit of

It was also

one another.

as a sacrifice.The bread and wine, were not regarded

by love* (Phil. 4/18),

all. The 'eatfly Christians knev/ no sacrifice but self-surrender 

bread ahd Wine were used i^ a sacrbinental sense. Its signifip^ce

was due to two facfs; 1) It was In,imitation 

Jesus in breaking bread with his disciples,*;

an expression of their love and sympathy for-

in any sense, for Christ their' Passover’ was sJicr-ificed once f< r , 

the Lord’s 'Supper< It was a fellowship meal wit 1 .

the ■Lol?d, a"joyful thanksgiving serviep for food."- The meal 1 

was provided in common, eaten together, and at the close, the I

(Romi 12/1, cf. Phil/2/15,17), nd gifts except those/prompt ec 

4. The proseuchai were mere prayeps in common, probably

mingled with praise. .{Acts 1/14, 24; 4/24, cf. Jas. 1/5; Luke 24/53)
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We have no trace of the use of the Lord's prayer except in the 

first and third gospels, "There can be no doubt", as gingham

It

belong to the

original one recited by the speaker^^gain,. iu 

one. The songs of Mary, Zacharias, and Simeon

says, "that prayerp and hymns immediately dictated by the Spii 

formed a part of the ordinary service." (AntiQ. XIII. 5/1 J. 

The Psalm was not one from the Old Testament, but sometimes ar i

was a traditions 1

Apostolic Age in character.

In the memorable letter of Pliny, the younger, to

Trajan, the Emperor,- v/e have an important statement -respectIni 

the worship of the early Christians. "The Christians , he say. , 

"af'firmed that it was their custom to meet on a stated day 

before sunrise, and sing a hymn to Christ as to a godj that

they further pound themselves by an oath never to commit any 

crime, but to abstain from robbery, thCft, adultery, never to- 

break their word, nor to deny a trust, after which they would^ 

seoarate and then reassembie for the purpose of eating in 

common a harmless meal." According to the testimony of Justin 

Martyr, the most prominent parts of their worship were the ;

reading of the Scriptures, the discourse of the president, ;

the prayers and thanksgivings, the sacranental bread and wine 

and the free-will offering for the poor.
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t») The spon-fcajneitjJ^ of their worship.

In worship every member had his' part and participated

freely for mutual spiritual benefit, Almost every feature of tie 

service was voluntary. This spontaneous and peculiar form of 

v/orship had its basis in the super'iatural gifts imparted by tbp 

Spirit. (IGor. 18/4—11, 27--30; Rom. 12/6,7). "Suefe unrestAc- 

ted intercourse", as VZeizsacher aptly says, T/ould have been | 

inconceivable vzithout a spiritual life wholly extraordinary." 

{Vol. II. 257).

c) Joyfulness. The key-note of their vzorship, as 

well as of all other manifestations 6f the new life was a 
ATOM.?!, ci­

holy joy. In the midst of squalor and' wretchedness all^them ai i 

the fierceness of Opposition, their exuberant joy is all the 

more noteworthy. Perhaps thC largest element of their rellgioi s 

experience as it manifests itself in worship and conduct is 

a holy joy, which grows out of a consciousness of redemption 

by the sacrificed and risen Chridt. (Acts 2/11; 4/51; 2/47;

3/8; 2/46; I Thess. 2/14; 1/6), Jesus Christ, as the revealer 

of God and their Saviour, was the supreme source of joy. (Rom 5/lff)

It is especially noteworthy that the Christians did 

not abandon the temple services. The regular temple services 

were observed with faithfulnes^y the Jewish Christians,



especially in the early part of this era^ They believed this 

to be 8 necessary part of their religious service. (Luke S4/5S

Acts 2/46; 3/1,11, cf. 20—2&.i 22/17; 21/27,30). In this respe :t 

the disciples simply followed the example of Jesus (hlatt. 4/23; 

9/3g; 13/54). The synagogue service was observed with equal 

faithfulness. "This was*', as Mitzsch observes, "a temple ser­

vice transformed into prayer." (Acts 15/ 21; 16/15; 21/20).

From the Acts the Christians appear■, X.., As a praying band (l/llj,

2. As separating themselves from the'rest of the Jews, because 

they were a false generation. With the. exception 

particulars, they remained Idyal Jews (Acts S/2;

The formation of a new systeto: of worship

thing from the thought, of the early Christians. Their meetings 

were held simply for the"mutual expression, confirmation, 

and exposition of their faith in Christ,." But as their Christ, an 

of these two

est

10/14; 21/231 p 

was the fart!

consciousness developed, and the opposition from the unbeliev. ng

Jews became more bitterj and finally the center of Jewish 

worship v/as^ destroyed, the new life at last developed a dis- 

tindtively Christian worship. /■

Without entering into the discussion of the separatio]

from the Jewish Church, suffice it here to say, 1. In the ver 

nature of the case the split could not have been iij^ediate, 
( Weizsacker.)
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2. The plan followed was in harmony with the growth of the

kingdom. As Lechler observes, "?/hile thus shut up in the bosom 

divine -virtu s,of the old theocracy, there were growing up those 

brotherly fellowship and Christ-like spirit which were to be

the distinguishing characteristics of the new life." (pg, 51J.

The Gentile Christians liad a religious development pe­

culiar to themselves, because they were driven out of the syn­

agogues. Hence their worship was comparatively free from Jewis i 

taint. In the Gentile communities Paul did two kinds of work,-- 

general preaching (as the sermon on Mars ’ Hill, Acts 17), and 

teaching from house to house. The latter was restricted to belLev 

ers only. (Acts 20/20). There are traces of the use of the 

Jewish Scriptures, inasmuch as familiarity with the same Is 

implied in the Epistles. (I Cor. 9/9; 10/1; II Cor. 3/7; Rom.3/2)

So, in summarizing,the worship of the Christian Jews

in Palestine may be said to be not entirely Jewish, neither 

was the Gentile worship entirely free from Old Testament ele­

ments. YZhile not entirely destitute of liturgical forms, it 

was characterized by simplicity, spontaneity and joyfL^ness, 

This peculiar form of worship arose as the result of the 

peculiar nature of the new life. It was .as Harnack says, "The 

product of the impulse of the Spirit, and. the embryo of
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! ecclEslastical service."

2), The- second form of thfe objective manifestation of 

’I the nev/ life-for.ce was the 'Oharismata.,the supernatural gifts. 

I All the offices, both for government and for edification, were 

regarded as charismata. Tn this fact, as Dr. Rlshell has poin­

ted out, is evidended the supernatural!stIc character of the 

Apostolic Christian life. Thesq gifts -were, Wisdom, knowledge, 

faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, 

tongues, interpretation tof tongues, teaching, ministry, gov- 

erhmeht, love. The object of these’gifts was spiritual profit, 

(I Cor. ls/7). Everyone was ,not endowed with .all the gifts, 

nor were they besiowed without regard 4>o natural ability.

The natural ability and personal adaptations of each seem to 

have been the grand work of the peculiar gifts b'estowed. V/hilt 

we are taught that one and the self-s.ame Spiritwrought in th< 

believers all these spiritual gifts, (I Cor. 16/11),full 

justice is done to the language of Scripture by concluding' thi 

the Spirit so elevated^and' vitaliEed the special natural giftj 

I of each believer that he was not only fitted for his peculiar 

/ 
work, whether teaching, healing, or government, but was able 

I 
Ito do work v/hich he otherwise Qo'uld not perform.

The teaching was didactic instrudtion- in which, re- 

flection was predominant;
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Prophecy was hortatory appeal, predominantly emotlonaH, 

and not the foretelling of futxire events. It was not the pre­

rogative of the Jew, but all were exhorted by Paul to use this 

gift* (I Cor. 14/1,39).

The discerner was a monitor ^hO' -determined what was 

erroneous in the teaching ‘and prophecy, clearly showing that • 

these tvzo classes of worker^ were not infallible.

A mere statement of the nature of the charismata just

named must suffice. We will now pass on to the consideration 

of that speciaJ charisma, the giossolalia, in which especial, y 

the sup6rnaturalistic element appears* The New Testament abou ds 

in references to this gift, (See Acts 2j I Cor* 12 and 14).

As to What was the exact character of this phenomenon

scholars differ widely. Fisher calls it -"an ecstatic out­

burst of prayer and praise, inarticulate*“ But if Luke refers 

to the same kind of phenomenon mentioned by Paul in I Cor. 12114 

that interpretation is not in* harmony with Acts 2/8. Neander 

holds that it was not a foreign language,- but the language i 

of the tongues of the Spirit. This view makes the jeering mod 

participants in the miracle in that they were able to under- s

stand the nevz language. This view is therefore untenable. :

WeiBsacXer, that the miracle on the Bay of Pentecost
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consisted in speaking foreign languages but the phenomenon

described in I Oor IS and 14 is entirely distinct^ That is,

"a new language was created by the nevz faith, one which woul

be suitable for intercourse with God. 

scribed in Acts and in I Cor.- may not

TThile the phenomena de-

be identical, is it at

all probable that there were two distinct forms of this one 

gift? Besides, the Acts describe the speaking v/ith tongues as 

if it were Identical tith the pl^eno^aenon known to Paul.

Pressense claims that in the first era of the Apostoli ; 

Age, foreign languages were spoken, but as 'the supernatural 

was gradually supplanted by the human, the tongues of Paul's 

time (I Oor* 12 and 14), had become senseless jargon. That 

the power to speak foreign languages belonged to the charism 

mentioned in Acts 2nd Ch, can not be doubted. And that the 

phenomena described by Luke in Acts and by Paul in I Cor. are 

identical seems equally clear. But that this gift has degener< 

ted into senseless jargon, as Pressewse holds, or is "a new

language, created by the new faith," 

excitement," as Welzsacker claims, is a purely gratuitous as- 

sumption. Nothing Paul's reference to the glossoiaiia in 

I Cor. would indicate that the gift exercised in Corinth was

"tbe product of spiritw 1

a degenerate one in contrast to a pure gift once imparted.
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He speaks of it as having been Imparted by the Spirit (I Oor.

12/ 4,6,7,cf.v.l0). Ke even commends this gift,--’’I would tha* 

ye all spake with tongues,"' (I Oor, 14/5J.

The more natural interpretation, as it seems to me,

and one which harmonizes with the accounts in Acts and in I Cc ?

is that in both cases the gift consisted in the ability to 

speak strange languages, and that in the case of the Gorinthifns,

the glossolalia were not spurious, but over-estimated and abus ,ed, 

consequently it led to excesses in that Church, was not edify: ng, 

and therefore had to be restrained.

These extraordinary charisms constitute the splendor 

of the Apostolic Age." .They are but the outward expression of 

mighty impulse which gave to the Church its all-conquering 

strength. While thd "forms of all these gifts were transitory

[the

and belonged only to the period of intuition," The new life 

of those born in the opij^it is forever the same, and yet for­

ever unfolding itself in ever-varyifig phenome:'ia.

2. The second element in this new life, loving devoti n

to Jesus Chriat, manifests itself in the changed conduct of 
I 

believers, io miracle of Christianity is more astonishing 

than that of an unholy life suddenly transformed into a holy 

life. This appears all the more wonderful when we consider 

the utter moral rottenness of the society from which the
.■ II,, s • - ,- •' ~i' If I-»■ I   I   ■ ■ ■ ■  ...................



19.

Christians dame and of which they v/ere, a part. Men whose li^es

t

as the

and spirit after Him. (Acts 19/19; II Goa?. '5/17; 7/1;In act

I 'Cor

all immoral occupations and from cruel and licentious amusemen s.

(Acts 19/19}Their attitude toward civil rulers was unquestio i-

ahly

were not taken out of their regular callings, hut madeThey

faithful in them. A holy man at a holy task is Christian-more

Thess. 4/11; II The }s.

3/10 f J.

the early Christians was ideal. The ‘record

Ananias

and Saphira. T^e addressee to the sevenei churches in Asia,

toward the

close of-the first century. All these churches except Smyrna £ id

Philadelphia were almost bitterly arraigned for some form of

6/1 f.}.

the degrading vices born of greed, suddenly held up Jesus Chri

We must not suppose, howeverj that

holy ideal of conduct, and patterned their life, both

Barnabas, the schisms at Corinth, and the crime of

found in Rev. give a picture of the religious 14fe

6/10,llj cf. Col, 3/7; Sph. 4/28). They refr'ained from

sin, (See also. I Cor. 1/ 10; 3/1 ff.; 5/1; 11/17 ff,, 20 ff;

ity *s ideal of society. (I Cor. 7/20,24; I

ohe of respectful obedience, (Titus 3/1 ff; H Pet, 3/10}

Ui. cf. Acts 5/29; 4/ 20}

the moral conduct o ♦

was soon stained by

the unfaithfulness of Peter, the hot disputes of Paul and

had been actuated h'y beastly passion,, and familiarized with ai:
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But v/hile these imperfections appeared to some extent in all 

the communitiesj their life in it^eal was holy, and. earnest in 

godly strivings. The bohtrolling motive. Was iio imitate Josus j 

Christ, the supreme desire was to bP like Him In thought, word 

and deed* (I Cor. 11/lj Eph. 5/1J Atll.* 2/6’ Thess. l/6)»

The imperfect conduct’ is to be attril^uted, not to a wllxul 

pvwpose to. sin, nor th the’ insufficiency of the saving power 

of the Gospel; but as all the Epistles indicate, to ignorand? 

of the riglit, to low standard Of conduct. While the Gospel 

presented a nev/ ideal, the old standard could not be displacedj

1:

1-0;

at one e.

One of the most powerful factors in giving thd early 

church its peculiar character, was the almost universal belief 

in the immediate second coming of Christ. Their simplicity of

life and peculiar earnestness were largely inspired by the
I confident expectation of the Lord's early return: This gave 

them a spirit of other-worldliness which manifested itself in

j all their conduct. They regarded themselves as sojourners 

here, having their real citizenship in heaven. I Pet. 2/11; 

Heb.- 11/16), This belief in the immediate return of Ch/'ist was 

shared by nearly all the Apostles. (I COr. 4/5; 1/7,f.; 7/29, 

10/11; Phil. 3/20; 4/5; 1 Tim. 6/4; Heb. 16/25,37; I Thess, 1/ 

3/13; II Thess, 1/7; I Pet. 4/7; II get. 3/3,10,ff; Jude 1";



Jas* 5/3,8; I Jno* S/18). With this i4111onnisl dream filling 

mind and heart it is not strange that ’their attention was abspibed 

by the heavenly life, while the earthly lifeMg regarded with 

comparative indifference, I’heir new life Was not only heaven- 

born and heaven-sustained, but ueaven was its eVer-^ycarned-for 

goal. These facts largely detenaine its peculiar character.

3. The spirit of universal fraternity found outward 

expression, 1. In charities, 2, In t le change of social custom i.

The early Christians regarded themselves os bretliren o ' 

one family. They greeted one anvtner witi a holy kiss. As 

allusions tj the fraternal feeling existing, between the Chris­

tian believers see lorn'. 12/10; lonl’. lb/5,7; 14/10; I Cor. 6/6; 

16/20; II Cor. 13/12; Lph. 6/5—9; Phil. 1/14; I Pet. 2/17;

I Pet. 5/14; I Thes?,, 5/26‘* Their close fraternity is indicated, 

1. By the love-feast and weekly sacraiient, 2. By tucii* Cuiiunon 

treasury., (Acts 2/44,45).

This was not, however, a monkish fraternity requiring 

the giving up of property, nor was the community of goods absc- 

lute and universal for a while and the.h the usual social orded
I 

restored. The gifts were purely voluntary. (II Cor 9/7). J 

The common treasury did not i, iply the giving up of all claims! 

to private property as xxcts 2/44,45; 4/34--37 might seem tc I
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indicate,, .ight of control was still exercised as is evident ij?oni 

Acts 5/4. i.*ull justice is done to each scriptural reference j
I 

to their coinniunit/ of floods, when we iiifer that tne property • 

of the people was so consecrated' fo the common ^good, that the j 

needs of all were supplied .as in a family. The charity of the 

carlj Christiana foimied as much a part of their worship as 

thv Pucharist. (Acts 11/29). Justin Jartyr gives a beautiful 

picture of their brotherliness; "We who valued above all things 

the acquisition of wealth and possessions, now bring what we | 

have into a common stock, and on account of their different | 

modes of taking food, would not associate with men of a different 

tribe, now, since the appearing of Christ, we have become

fellow-eaters and pray for our enemies." This charity appears the

more remarkable v/hen we’remember that it was not local, but 

extended to all believers in need. Collections were taken for the

needy of other lands, (Gal. 2/16; II Cor. 9/12--15; x<oin. 15/ 

25 27 J. This virtue v/ill appear only in its true light when 

we remember, as Boeckle says, tfiat"charity was unknown to

the ancient world," There were of course individual instances 

of benevolence, but many of these were selfish in motive.

of a purely political charap-The famous Corn Laws of .ome were

ter. In the ancient guilds there was not even an approach

t



to real charity. There was no Systematic peneficenc'e. The char .ty 

,of the heathen world was both exceptional and sectional; Chris 

tian charity was universal. But the remarkable fact is not tha • 

charity was exercised in the Christian community, bUt as Ulhor i 

says, '‘that a communion existed whbse vocation was to exercise 

compassion."

S. The strength of thia fraternal hond. is seen again, 

in breaking dovzn all barriers, whether of'race, national, sod il 

or religious prejudices,- whicht had separated r^ien,and bringing 

them into one holy fraternity. Tn Christ Jo^us there "waa hO 

Jew nor Gentile, no bond nor free, no, male nor female.” (Gal. 

3/28; 3ph. 4/3). The institution Of slavery-was not directly 

attacked, -but a new love was put into the hearts of slave­

holders which made final and complete overthrow of slavery 

inevitable. (&ph.6/6; Col, 4/1; I Cor. 'Z/8S; Phliemon; Acts 1£/13).

The strength of this tie again appears in the emancips - 

tion and elevation of .waman. I Pet* 3/7). iilbanius thn seeing 

the mother of Chrysostom exdaimed^, ’’V/hat women the Christiani 

have JI'Jot only was there no. distinetion pf sex- ih th^ redemp- ion 

of Christ, but both male and female- "stood on the same level 

in matters pertaining to the highest religious privileges. ’’ 

Both men and women spoke with tongues and prophesied. :
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(Acts 2/17, cf. 21/9; I Cop. 12/14; I Cop. 11/5; 14/23,24J.

From these scriptures it is evident that "the Holy Spirit did 

not discri?iinate against women, either as to the offices they 

should occupy, op the sphere in which they should exercise
1.

their gifts." Undoubted official recognition vras given to

T/omen in the early Church; undoubted 'restriction vzas also 

pladed upon her activity, but this was due, so far as the 

Scriptures Intimate, not to prejudice in Haul's mind against
!

the female sex, neither to a misapprehension of the divine eedh- 

omy, nor to the fact that such activity on the part of women 

v/as wrong per but it was due solely to local and temporal 

condit' ons.

4. The fourth element in their subjective Christian

life manifested itself 1. In heroic efforts to spread the tr\]th,

2. In the spirit in which'thF/ bore persecutions.

^he heroism of the first Christians in spreading the

truth. is seen in the -general and incessant missionary activi ty

of believers. They became homeless and comfortless wanderers.

gladly enduring every hardship for Chpist's sake and the Q-ospe L/s.

The missionary efforts of the first century present the sublin 

est spectacle of heroism ever witnessed.

But again, this enthusiasm for the truth manifested

(1. Rlshell's official Hecognitlon of
" .................... = Tn "'Uyie Church. pg-.—l-C.
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itself in the spirit in which they bore hardships and sLifferec

suffer shame for His

12/10). Paul, facing

me, neither Count I my life dear xintoof these things move

myself, so that I might finish my course with joy and the

See also Acts 21/13; II Cor a 4/S ff, v. 17; Acts 5/ 30}

To sum up: The Christian life of the Apostolic Age

was a divine reality, centering in and proceeding from the

subj ecdivine-human Christ as its Source, and issuing in four

xlA supernatur

in extraordilife expressing itself in. a peculiar v/orship and

which madenary supernatural gifts; a love for Jesus Christ

believerHim the holy Ideal in conduct, and imparted to the

an earnest purpose to be holy in life; a brotherly

of onewhich broke down all distinctions and made all men

family, each responsive to the other's needs; and an enthusiasm

s

i-C-

The Christian life was preeminently supernaturalistio

tivities with as many objective manifestations *

imprisonment and death), exclaimed, "None

ing in death, glorying only in the "cross of Jesus Christ."

ministry v/hich I have received of the Lord J6sus."

persecution. They "rejoiced that they v/-ere counted worthy to

name." (Acts 5/41; Il C,or* 11/24—27, cf

for the truth of Christ which sent His followers overfall sees 

into all lands., suffering every hardship patiently, even rejc

(Acts 20/2 i,ff.

feeling
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in its soTjrce and in its expression,- earneflft. in purpose, rigid 

in discipline, and joyous in e^^pei’ience arid anticipatiorii

The second and third periods the age marked the

gradual decline of the Supernatural and the gradual coming int i 

prominence of the human, Mir'hdSs’. became fey/er and the extraor ■ 

dinary less common*

To v/hat is this che£ng6 in’the ra^io of the -divine and 

human elements in the Church to be attributed? To a decline in 

faith? to a spiritual deterioration? This answer is based on 

! a false assumption. While certain periods of the history nf th J 

I OhuBch marked the rapid growth of Oeremonialism, and ecclesias-! 

! ticisin, the growth in true spirituality has 'far surpassed

I
 these excrescences. Ho age' ever presented such mighty faith 

and vigorous life aS the present. I

To my mind the gradual supplanting of the- supernaturai^ 

by the human element was due, not to a decline in faith) but I 

rather to the unfolding of dod^s prbvidential plan for His ■ 

Kingdom on earth* The predominantly supernatural Christian | 

life was God's .plan for that age, but it certainly is/.nqt the 

normal Christian life for the -succeeding centuries. The true I 

sphere of the supernatural in life is not the complete over^- 

shadowing of the human by the divine as in Apostolic times.
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-

TTie predominance of the divine over the hi-iman was wholly normal 

for that age, because it was needed by that age to lead it to 

faith in the divine-human Christ. But to this age it would be 

abnormal, because the divine plan seems to be not the supplant; 

ing of the human by the divine, but the permeating of all huma l 

relations and the control of all human activities by the Divin 

In other words, it is the re-incarnation of Jesus Christ In th> 

individual and corporate life. The complete animation of the hi- 

man by the divine, such as characterized the divine-human Chriit,-- 

this is the glorious ideal of redemption.

Ceopge A. Grose.


